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Tlafcala^ July^ 1520. Tran/aélions and Occurrences 
ther£é Foundation of the Colony of Segura de la Fron^ 
tera. Subjugation cf the neighbouring Dijlriils by the 
Spaniards*. 

WE were thus, as I have mexitióned, by the 
friendihip of the Tlafcalans, hofpitably receiv- 
ed and entertained in their city, after our fatigues^ 
dangers and IdTes in the retreat from Mexico» 

One of the fiift things done by Cortes on our arri- 
val was, to inquire after the gold which had been 
brought there, to the value of forty thoufand crowns, 
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2 THE TRUE HISTORY OF 

and which was the íháre of the garrifon of Villa Rica* 
He was informed by the Tlafcalan chiefs, and alfo by 
one of our invalids who remslined there when we 
marched to Mexico, that the perfons who had been 
fent from Villa Rica to receive it, had, on their re- 
turn, been robbed and murdered on the road, at the 
time we were engaged in hoftilities with the Mexi- 
cans. Another caufe of unéafinefs to us was, our 
uncertainty as to the fituation of our countrymen at 
* Villa Rica. Letters were fént, to inform them of 
the events which had lately taken place, and defiring 
them to fend us what arms and ammunition they 
could fpare, and a ftrong reinforcement. We Were 
informed, by the return of the meffengers, that all 
continued well in the neighbourhood of that garri- 
fon. The reinforcement alfo which had been requir- 
ed was immediately font. ít coníifted of feven men 
in the whole, three of whom were failors, and every 
one of them invalids. They were commanded by a 
foldier named Lencero, the fame who kept the inn at 
prefent called by his name. For a long time after- 
wards " a reinforcement of Lencero" was a prover-^ 
bial éxpréffion with usi 

We had now fome trouble given us by the youngs 
er Xicotenga. This chiefs x>n hearing of our mifr 
fortunes in Mexico, and of our being in march for 
his country^ conceived the projéd of taking us by 
furprife, and putting us ¿1 to death ; for which pui- 
pofehe was very adive.in forming his party; and 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO- 3 

having affembled many of his friends, relations and 
adherents, he expofed to thepi the facility uiih 
which it could be done. Thefe intrigues however 
could not go on long without coming to the know- 
ledge of his father, who reproached liim feverely for 
his treacherous conduit, affuring him that if it came 
to be known it would coft the lives of him and all 
thofe concerned with him. The young ipafi howe- 
ver perfevered, paying no regard to what his £ither 
laid, and the affair at length coming to the ears of 
Jiis mortal enemy Chichimecatecle, he inmiediately 
gave information of it ; whereupon, a council was 
fummoned of all the chiefs to take the affair into 
/confideration, and Xicotenga was brought prifoner 
before them. Ma^dcatzin was the orator upon the 
pccafion^ and fpoke at conliderable length in favoijr 
of the Spani?ir(ds j he íai4 that profperity had attencj- 
pd their nation ever fincc our arrival amongft them ; 
that we had enabled them to eat fait with their pro- 
yifions, and tjiat wp wer^ certainly thofe of whom 
their anceftor^ had fpoken. fie then reprobated and 
expofed the cpnduft of the younger Xicotenga. In 
reply to this, and to the difcpurfe of his father to the 
fame purpqfe, the young man made ufe of fuch out- 
rageous and difrefpedful language, as induced them 
to feize him by the collar, and throw him down the 
fteps of the building into the ftreet, and he very 
jiarrowly efcaped with his life ; but Cortes did not 
think it prudent in his' prefent fituation to carry 
inatters any farther. Such was the fidelity of our 
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4 THE TRUE HISTORY 0? 

Tlafcalan allies j with whom we at this time ftaid 
two-andrtwenty days. 

Cortes meditated an attack upon the adjoining pro- 
vinces of Tepeaca and Zacatuk, on account of the 
murders committed by thefe people upon the Spa* 
niards, and determined to fet out upon it at the expi- 
ration of the above-mentioned period ; but when he 
came to propofe this ta his troops, he found the uni- 
urerfal fentiment of the foldiers of Narvaez decidedly 
a^inft it. They thought they never could get back 
foon enough to their houfes and mines in the ifland of 
Cuba ; and the flaughter of Mexico, and battle of Ob- 
tumba, made them defire to renounce all connexion 
with Cortes, his riches and his coilquefts. But be- 
yond all others Andres de Duero, his friend and 
companion, moft heartily cürfed the day he had em- 
barked with him in the bufinefs, and the gold which 
he had been forced to leave in the ditches of Mexico. 
They all totally declined any connexion with his new 
fchemes, and, finding that words did not avail them, 
they made a requifition in form to that efFed, ftating* 
the infufficiency of our force, and demanding licen- 
ces to return to Cuba, Cortes, having received and 
read the memorial, replied to it, gliving at leaft ten 
reafons for his plan, to every one they alledged againft 
it. His own foldiers alfo addreffed him on the occa- 
fion, requeuing him on no account to give permiflion 
to any one to depart, but, that we fliould all remain 
together, as being moft conducive to the fervicc of 

God 
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THE COHQtJEST OF MEXICO. 5 

God and his Majefty. At length they were obliged 
to acquiefce, with a very ill grace, and much mur- 
muring againft Cortes and his expeditions, and 
againft us who fupported him in them, and who, as 
they iaid, had nothing to lofe but our lives. Cortes 
on his part made them a general promife, that by 
the next convenient opportunity he would fend them 
1;p their ifland of Cuba. 

The hiftorian Gomara in his account of thii 
tranfadion makes no diftiiiíüon between us and the 
fc4diers of Narvaez, as if we were equally concerned 
in prefenting the mextiorial ; and this he does in or- 
der to enhance the merits of his hero, Cortes, and to 
depreciate us the true conquerors of Mexico, becaufc 
we did not think it became us to bribe him with 
gifts to ipeak favourably of u§, when we were thoie, 
and thofe only, who fupported Cortes. And now 
this hiftorian would annihilate our reputations, in 
laying, forfooth, that we memorialed ! ! 

It would have better become this hiftorian to at- 
tend more to matters of faft, and Icfs to his figures of 
rhetoric, in what he writes. I have been aftoniflied 
at that part of his relation where he affigns the victo- 
ry at Obtumba folely to the valour of Cortes. I have 
faid before, that it was in the firft inftance owing to 
God's mercy ; I fay alfo that Cortes did every thing 
that ought to be expefted from a wife and valiant » 
general, and that he owed. his fuccefs, under God, to 
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the ftout and valiant captains, and to us brave 
foldiers, who broke the force of the enemy, and fup- 
ported him by fighting in the manner we fon^t, and 
as I have related. What that hiftorian fays relative 
to his charging the general and bearer of the royal 
ftandard of Mexico isi true, and it was Juan de Sal-» 
amanea, afterwards alcalde major of Guacacualco, 
who killed him with his lance, and prefented the ort 
namented plume to Cortes ; which plume his Majef- 
ty was afterwards plgafed to givo Salam?inca in liis 
coat of arms. Not that I am unwilling to rfcribe all 
due honour to our Cortes ; for I know: that he. der 
ferves it ; and if it was the cuftom, ^ formerly, to 
give triumphs to generals, he is more worthy of one 
than any Roman. Gomara alfo greatly exaggerates 
the numbers of our Indian allies, and the popuktion 
of the country beyond all reafon ; for it was no^ th^ 
fifth part of what he reprefents it. According to his 
account there would have been more thoufands here, 
than inhabit all Caftille ; but where he has writtcp 
eighty thoufand we fliould read one thoufand.. All 
this he has done in order to make his narrative the 
more agreeable. In my hiftory I tell the truth, word 
for word, as it happened, without looking to orna- 
ments of rhetoric ; for I confider myfelf obliged to 
adhere to matters of fail, and do not deal in flatten 
ries. 

We now fet out on our march, to puniih the dif- 
tri¿ls of Cachula, Tepeaca, an4 Tecamachalco, without 
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¿urtiUery or fire arms of any land, for all had been 
left in the ditches of Mexico. Our force confifted of 
fixteen cavalry and four hundred and twenty infan- 
try, moftly armed with fword and target, with 
about four thoufimd Tlafcalans. We halted at night 
at the diftance of three leagues from Tepeaca ; but 
the people of the place had deferted their houfes on 
X)ur approach. We made fome prifoners on our way, 
by whom Cortes fent to the chie& to inform them 
that we came for the purpofe of obtaining juftice for 
the murder of eighteen Spaniards, who had been 
without any caufe put to death in crofling their ter- 
ritories J and alio to know the reafon of their en. 
tertaining Mexican troops, and to warn them that, if 
they did not immediately treat with us for peace, we 
Would make war againft them with fire and fword« 
However terrible our language was, that of their an- 
fwer, conveyed by our meffengers and two Mexicans, 
was much more fo ; for the Mexicans were elevated 
by their fucceffes againft us at the bridges. Cortes 
tteiited them very kindly, and declared every wilh to 
forget and forgive the paft, but all could not do; 
they fent back for anfwer, that if we did not return 
immediately, they would put us all to death, and 
make aleaft upon our bodies. 

tJpon this Cortes called a Council of the officers, 
and it was then determined, that a full ftatement of 
^ which had paffed fliould be officially drawn up by 
^ royaj^otary, whereby all the Mexicans and allies 
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of the Mexicans who had kiU^ Spaniih fubjeas, af- 
ter having giv^ obedience to his M^efty, ihould be 
declared in a ftate of ilavery. This being duly 
drawn up and jittefted^ we once more ient to require 
them to come in, giving them potice of the confe- 
queñces of their ci>nt\imacy ; but they returned an 
jinfwer fimilar to their former one. Both fides 
then prepared for battle, and on the ne^t day we 
p^me ,to an ai^ipn with thepi. This battle taking 
jd2K:e in Cfpen fields of maÍ2^,i)ur cavalry fpeedily put 
the eneipy to flight, with confiderable lofe, though 
they made a ftout refifianqe.; but our allies fought 
gaUs^ntly, ^pd purfued th^in hotly, and we took ma- 
ny boys for flayes. 

The Mexicans being thus defeated, the native» 
came in tp fue for peace ; we accordingly proceed- 
ed to the town of Tepeaca, to receive their fubmif- 
fion, and on that fpot was founded our fettlenient of 
Seguid de la Frontera, the fituation being cKgiblc, a^ 
on the road to Villa Rica, and in a fertile diftrift. 
The municipal oflSicers were immediately appointed, 
and the iron; brand was made hera for the purpofe of 
marking thpfe natives who were taken for flavcs j 
they were marked* with the letter Cy igr " Guerra," 
or war. We made excurfions through the diftrid, 
and to the towns of Cachola, (where they had put 
fifteen Spaniairds to death in the houfes) Tecamechal- 
co. Las Guayavas, jind many others whofe names I 
do not recolleib} taking a number of priibners, who 
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Were immediately branded for flavfes. By thefc 
means, in about the fpace of fix weeks we reduced 
the people to order and obedience* 

At this period anothiei prince of the blood royal 
W2¿ deded to the throne of Mexico, for the former 
one, who had expelled us from that city, was dead of 
the fniall pox; The new king was named Guatimot* 
ziñ ; he was á young man, about the age of twenty- 
five years^ of elegant appearance, very brave, and fo 
terrible to his own ful:geds that they all trembled at 
the fight of him* When the intelligence reached 
this prince of what had happened in Tepeaca, he be* 
gan to be apprehenfive for his other provinces, neg- 
lefting, however, nothing that it was in his power to 
do to induce the chiefs to continue fteady to him ; 
and he alfo fent confiderable bodies of troops to 
watch our movements* 

Cortes now received letters from VUla Rica, inform* 
ing him that a veffel had arrived at the port, com- 
toanded by a gentleman named Pedro Barba, who 
tvas his intimate friend. He had been lieutenant un- 
der Velafquez at the Havannah, and had now brought 
with him thirteen foldiers and two horfes ; he alfo 
brought letters from the governor of Cuba to Narvaez^ 
who was thought to be by this time all powerful in 
New Spain, ordering him, if Cortes was not already 
dead, to fend him to Cuba, that he might be thence 
tranfmitted to Caftille, fuch being the direftions of 

Vol- n* C the 
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the bífliop of Butgos. As fooft as Peklro Barba arri- 
ved in the harbour, the officer \diom Cortes had ap- 
pointed admiral went to Vifit hitt, t^ng with him 
in his boat a ftrong crew, with their arms concealed. 
When he carhe on board he fainted Barba and the 
rfeft courteoufiy, and inquired lifter the health of the 
jgoyernor of Cuba. The others in their turn inquir- 
ed after NarVaez, and what had become of Cortes. 
They were told that Cortes was á fugitive, with 
about twenty of his coitqianiohs, and that Narvaez 
had eftabliflied himfelf, arid Was in póffeiEotí erf great 
nches. They then invited Barba and the teft on 
ihorc to refrefli themfelves, to which they affenting 
defcended into the boats. Where they were bid to 
furréñder themfelves inftaritly |)íifóriers to Cottes. 
They had no alternative, and wef e obliged to fubmit. 
The Blip was difmantled, and the captain and crew 
fent to us in Tepeaca, to our -great fatis&aion ; for 
though we did not fuíFer much in the field, yet con- 
tinual fatigue had made us very unhealthy, five of 
our foldiers having died of pleurifies within a fort- 
hight. "With this party cante Francifco Lopez, after- 
wards regidor of Guatimála. Barba was exceeding- 
ly Well received by Cortes, who was informed by 
him that he might exped the arrival of another 
fmall veflel with provifións, within the íjpáce of a 
Week, which accordingly happened. On board the 
laft mentioned fliip came a gentleman, native of 
Medina del Campo, by name Rodorigo de Lobera, 
eight foldiers, and one horfe. Our friends purfued 
•• the 
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the f^e method with this veffel that thiey had done 
with the former, and with the fame iucceís* The 
party joined us in a few days, it bdng no finall fatis- 
fa¿tion to us thus to find our army recruiting its 
numbers^ 

The new king of Mexico having fent large bodies 
of troops to thofe provinces that were neareft to the 
Spaniih army, they became very diforderly, robbing 
and outraging the people. Thefe provocations indu- 
ced the natives to fend four chiefs fecretly to nego- 
cíate with Cortes, offering tofurrender themfclves to 
him, provided he would give them his afliftance to 
expel the Mexicans. Cortes immediately acceded to 
the propolal, and ordered for this fervice the whole of 
the cavalry and crois-bow-men, under the comqiand of 
Chriftoval de OIL A confiderable number alfo of 
Tlafcalans were joined in the expedition. Several of 
the captains who had come with Narvaez were ap- 
pointed to command in this detachment, which 
amounted in the whole to above three hundred fol- 
diers. As our people were on their march, conver- 
fing with the Indians, they received fuch accounts 
from them of the force of the enemy, as entirely de- 
prived the foldiers of Narvs^z of what little inclina- 
tion they ever had for military expeditions, and made 
them doubly anxious to return to their ifland of Cu- 
ba, being utterly averfe from a repetition of the days 
of Mexico and Obtumba. They began to grow very 
mutinous, and told their chief in plain terms that if he 
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was determined to perfift in his attempt he might do 
it by himfelf, for that they were all refolved to quk 
him, De Oli remonftrated with them upon the im- 
propriety of fuch condud, in whidi he wasfupported 
by all the foldiers of Cortes, but in vain ; he W2^ 
compelled to yield to their perverfenefs, and halt in 
Cholula, from whence he wrote to Cortes, inform- 
ing him of his fituatipn. When Cortes received his 
letter, he immediately returned an angry meffagq, 
ordering him pofitively to 'advance wirli his wholp 
force, ^t aH events. When De Oli received this, hfi 
fell in a violent xzg^ with thpfe who had brought 
that reprimand on him, and, ordering the whole to 
march immediately, declared he would, fend hack any 
one who hefitated to Cortes, to be treate4 by him dfk 
a coward deferved. 

When he arrived within a league of^uacacuakp^ 
he was met by fome chiefs, who informed him in 
what manner he might beft come upon the enemy. 
Having in confequence fettled his plan of attack, he 
marched againft, and after a iharp a£tíon defeated, the 
Mexican troops, and put them completely to flight, 
with the lofs, on his pait, of two horfes, and eight 
wounded. Our ^qs this day made a great flaugh- 
ter of the Mexicans, who fell back, and rallied at a 
large; town called Qzucar, where were pther great 
bodies of their troops. Here they made a poft, for- 
tifying themfelves and breaking down tjie bridges ; 
^ut Pe pli, turned into a tyger by the reprpof pf 
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Cortes, purfued them, witliout halting, with as many 
of his troops as he could bring up. By the a0if-« 
tance of his Indian friends of Guacachuja, he contri- 
ved to pafs the river, and, falling on the Mexicans, 
difperfed them again, with the lois of two more hor- 
fes HUed ; his own horfe was alfo wounded in ievc- 
ral placesy and De Oli himfelf received two wounds. 
Here he halted for two days, after the aftion, and all 
the principal people waited on him to fubmit as vaflals 
to hi§ Majefty.* Their allegiance being accepted, and 
the country reftorcd to peace, he returned with his 
force to the town of Segura de la Frontera. 

i. 

'Hot having been on this expedition, the account I 

have given is fuch as was related to me by thofe who 
were. De Oli was received by Cortes and all of us 
with great fatisfaftion ; we laughed heartily at him 
for his counter march, in which he joined with us, 
and fwore that for the next e^ppedition he was fent \^ 
on he would take the poor foldiers of Cortes, and 
not the rich planters of Narvaez, whofe minds were 
more intent upon their houfes and eftates than upon 
feats of arms, and who were much more ready to 
command than to obey. Gomara fays that it was 
the people of Guaxocingo who gave the informa- 
tion to the officers of Narvaez ; but this is atífurd, 
for the laft mentioned town was entirely out of their 
route, and it is exaftly the fame thing as faying, 
that if we were to fet out from Medina del Campo 
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to travel to Salamanea, we ihcMild go round by Val- 
ladolicL 

While we were here, Cwtes received letters from 
Villa Rica, whereby he was informed that a veffel 
had arrived there, commanded by a perfon of the 
name of Camargo, having on board upwards of fe- 
venty ibldiers, aH very ficMy* She was one of thc& 
which had been fent to «eftaUifii a ccdony at Panuco,* 
and brought intdligencc that the other captain 
who had been fent thither, named Kneda, with all 
his foldiers, had been put to death by the Indians, 
and that their ihipping had been burned. Camargo 
therefore, finding the ill fucceis of that attempt, hid 
come to Villa Rica for aflSftance, his men being afflic- 
ted with fiver complaint, which their yellow and 
dro^cal appearance demonftrated. ' This officer was 
very well acquainted with the fituation of affairs, and 
had been, it is iaid, a Dominican friar. Having difem- 
bárked his foldiers, he fet out with them, and arrived 
by flow marches at La Frontera, where they were 
kindly received by Cortes, and attended with as 
much care as we could beftow them ; but the captain 
an4 many of the foldiers very foon died. On ac- 
count of their morbid colour and fwoUen bodies, we 
ufed to call them '* the green paunches." In order 
to avoid the interference of foreign matters with the 
thread of my narrative, I will now inform my reader 
that, one after another, at different and irregular pe- 
riods, 
B7 F. de Garay, governor of Jamaica. 
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riods, all the remains of this armament arrived at the 
port of Villa Rica* Amongft others was an Arrago- 
tiian named Miguel diaz de Auz, He brought up- 
wards of fifty foldiers, with feven horfes, with which 
iie immediately jmned us, being the moft effedual re- 
inforcement we had for a long time received. This 
taptain de Auz ferved vey well during the war in 
New Spain. It was he who afterwards had a law- 
fuit with a brother-in-law of Cortes, named Andres 
de Barrios, whom we ufed to call " the Dancer." 
The law-fuit was about the divifion of MelHtan,' 
which was awarded afterwards as follows : He had 
the furplus of the rents, beyond two thouiand five 
hundred crowns, on condition of not entering upon 
the diferift for the fpacc of two years, becaufe he was 
accufed of having killed Indians there and in other 
places where he had been. Another of Garay's vef- 
fek arrived fliortly after at our port. In this came 
an officer named Ramirez, called by us *' the Old.*' 
He brought with him forty foldiers, ten horfes, crois- 
bows and other arms. Thus Garay continually fent 
us reinforcements, thinldng that his colony was going 
on well in Panuco. All thefe foldiers joined us at 
Tepeaca. Thofe who came with Miguel diaz de Auz, 
as they were phimp and in good condition, we nam- 
ed ^ the Sirloins ;" and as the foldiers of old Rami- 
rez wore cotton armour which was very thick and 
tíumfy, fo that no arrow could penetrate through it, 
we cs^ed them " the Pack-horfes.'* . 

Cortes 
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Cortes, having been thus reinforced to the amduút 
of an hundred and fifty ifoldiers and twenty horfes^ 
determined to puniih the Cacatame and Xalacingo 
Indians, with feveral others who had been concerned 
in the murders of Spaniards^ Twenty cavalry and 
twelve crols-bow-men made part of the force fent 
againft them, the whole of which confifted of two 
hundred of the veterans of the army of Cortes^ and a 
body of Tlafcalans, commanded by Gonzalo de San- 
doval. Our detachment received intelligence that 
the enemy were in arms, fortified, and reinforced by- 
Mexican troops. Sandoval therefore arranged his 
plan of attack, firft fending to inform that he would 
pardon the deaths of the Spaniards, provided they 
fubmitted, and returned the treafure.» The anfwer^ 
they fent back was, that they would eat him, and all 
thofe with him, in the fame manner that they had 
done the others. Sandoval then proceeded to at* 
tack them, which he did in two places at the fame 
inftant : and, notwithftanding that both the natives 
and the Mexicans fought with great fpirit, they had 
np better fuccefs than on former occafions, being de- 
feated and purfued with a confiderable lofs. Our 
people after the adion going into fome of their tem- 
ples, found clothes, arms, bridles and faddles, prefent- 
cd as offerings to their gods- . Sandoval declared- 
his intention of halting three days there, and he alfo 
now again demanded from them the treafure which 
had been taken. They readily fubmitted themfelve^ 
to his Majefty, but, in regard to the treafure^ they 
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faid tkat it was no longer in Acir power, having 
been tranfmitted to Mexico. Sandoval referred them 
to the general for their pardons, and returned with 
his troops, having made a coniiderable number of 
women and boys priforiers, all of whom were inmic- 
diatcly hlarked with the iron. I was not on the expedí- 
tion, being ill of a fever, and throwing up blood at 
the mouth ; but I was bled plentifully, and, thanks 
to God, recovered. In confequence of the diredions 
given by Sandoval, the chiefs of thefe nations, and 
alfo of many others in the neighbourhood, came in 
and made their fiibmiffions to Cortes. This expedi- 
tion was pródu£tíve of the very beft effefts. The 
fame of Cortés extended through all their countries, for 
valour and for juftice, and he was much more dread- 
ed and refpeftcd than Guatimotzin, the new fovereign 
of Mexico } infomuch that his decifion was requeftied 
in the moft important litigations* The finall pox 
was now fo prevalent in New Spain, that many of 
the great lords of the natives died with it. In fiich 
cafes the claimants to the fucceffion called on Cortes 
for, and abided by, his decifion, as fovereigh lord of 
the country; There were at this period great dif- 
putes relative to the lordflups of Ozucar and Gua- 
cachula, which being referred to Cortes, he decided 
the caufe in favour of a nephew of Montezuma, 
whofe fiiler had married the cacique of that cHftrift. 

At this time Cortes fent Sandoval to püniíh the 

people of the (üftriél called Cocotlan, where they had 
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put to death nine Spaniards. Sandoval took with 
him thirty cavalry and one hi^^dred infantry, with a 
ftrong body of Tlafcalans. On his entry into the dif- 
trift he fummoned thefe people^ holding out as ufual 
threats on the one hand and invitations on the other ; 
to which the Indians replied, that they acknowledged 
no other government than that of Mexico, and that 
they were very well nble to defend themfelves. They 
had here a confiderable force of Mexican auxiliaries, 
who encouraged them to reliftance. As foon as San- 
doval received this meflage, he put his troops in or- 
der, Mid cautioned his allies not to advance to the at- 
tack at firft, on account of their difordering the ca- 
valry, but to wait until the enemy were broken by 
our troops, and then to fall on the Mexicans. Two 
large bodies of the enemy were met by oui: army, in 
a ftrong fituation ; they made a firm refiftante, and 
before Sandoval could extricate his cavalry from the 
difficult and rocky ground, they had killed one and 
wounded nine of his horfes, and four foldiers. At 
length, having driven them from this poft, he advan- 
ced to their town, and there affaxüting them and the 
reinforcements which had joined them, at their poft 
in the temples, and large walled enclofures, with the 
good affiftancc of iiis Indian allies, whofe keenneis was 
increafed by the abundance of plunder, he totally de- 
feated and put them to flight. Sandoval halted here 
for two days, during which the chiefs came in and 
made their fubmiffions. He demanded of them the pro- 
perty and cfFeib of the Spaniards whom they had put 
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to death, but they replied that it was out of their 
power to return them, they having already burned 
the whole. They alfo iaid that moft of the Spaniards 
they had killed were eaten, five of them having been 
fent to their monarch Guatimotzin. They promifed 
a plentiful fupply of provifions, apologized for what 
was paffed, and Sandoval, being able to do no more, 
vras fain to accept their fubmillions* 

As all this country was now brought under fub- 
jeétíon, Cortes determined, with the approbation of 
his Majefty's officers, to mark the prifoncrs and flavcs 
previous to the taldng out the royal fifth and his 
own. An order was in confequence given out that 
ihe foldiers fliould bring all their prifoncrs to an ap- 
pointed place, which was a large houfe in the town, 
for this purpofe. It was accordingly done ; they 
confifted of women, boys and girls of the Indians, 
(for as to the men they were too trcablcfomc to keep) 
and our Tlafcalan friends, to whom they were given 
by us, did us all the fervice we could defire from 
them. The prifoncrs remained in confinement dur- 
ing the night, and in the morning the repartition 
took place. Firft the royal fifth was felefted, and 
then that of Cortes; and thus far all went on 
very well ; but when the foldiers' Ihares came 
to be allotted, behold ! we found that fome one had 
been there in the night, and taken every hand- 
fome, and good Indian that was there, leaving 
us nothing but a herd of old, ugly and mife- 
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rabie jades. This of cpurfe made a great murmur 
amon^ the foldiers, who loudly charged Cortes 
with having conveyed away and concealed all the 
valuable flaves ; and the foldiers of Nárvaez fwore 
they never heard of fuch a thing as two kings, and 
two fifths, in his Majefty's dominions ! Among the 
reft one Ji^an de Quexo faid he would make it known 
in Caftille how they weris treated ; and another plain- 
ly told Cortes how he had abufed them in regard to 
the gold in Mexico ; for that when the cUvifion was 
made there appeared only three hundred thoufimd 
crowns in value, and when our flight took place he 
produced above feve;i hundred thouiand ; all which 
had been regularly attefted. And now the, poor fol- 
dier, who had worn himfelf to nothing with fatigue, 
and was full of Tvouiids, when he had gotten a 
good female Indian prifoner, and ^ven her 
clothing and ornaments, found that ihe was ta- 
ken from him ! ", \\fh9uli1e order was given,'* faid 
the foldier, " every oc* thought that the flaves were 
only put in to be marked and valued, and that each 
would get his own back, paying the fifth of the value 
which üxe was rated at to his Majefty, and that Cor- 
tes was to have no farther claim on them whatever." 
He added a great deal more to the fame purpofe, but 
worfe than what I havq niention,^d. When Cortes 
heard thefe cxclaniations againft him, he made an- 
fwer, fwearing by his confcience (his ufual oath) that 
it never fliould happen fo again, and he protefted that 
in future better regulations flipuldbe adopted. Thus, 
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with finooth words and £dr promifes on his part, 
the aflEcdr paffec) over. 

But I have now fomethmg to mention worfe than 
this ; it has been akeady related how, in the iatal^night 
of the retreat from Mexicfo» the treafure was produced» 
and all the foldieics given liberty to take as much as 
they chofc of it j many of thofe of Narvaez loaded 
themfelves with gold ; Ibmc alfo of , ours did the lame ; 
to a great many tins coft their lives, and none, who 
efcaped with life and what they had carried oflF, but 
were feverely wounded. After all this, however, 
Cortes came to know that in our garrifon here at La 
Frontera a quantity of goki in bars was m circula- 
lion, and that deep gaming was going on amongli 
our foldiers; wherein our companions had forgot 
the old proverb, wiiich %s'that " weakh and ar- 
mours Ihould be kept concealed." He iflued an or- 
der for all the gold to be brought in within a given 
time, under the fevereft penüty in cafe of difobedi- 
cnce, promifing, on a fair dclivey^ to return the third 
part, but threatening, in cafe of failure or evafion, 
that the whole fhpuld be forfeited. Many of the fol- 
fdiers refufed, and from fonae Cortes took it by way 
of loan ; but indeed rath^ by main force than free 
will. As many of the captain^, and ajfo of thofe who 
had ojEBces under his Maj^fty, were poffefled of gold, 
a compromife took pla.ce, whereby no more was faid 
^>out the order ; bujt it was a very bad tranCiftion 
on the part of Cortes. 

The 
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The officers of Narvaez thought this a good Junc- 
ture to renew their folicitations to Cortes for per- 
miffion to return to Cuba. After much trouble and 
many efforts on their part, Cortes affented, promifing 
that on the conqueft of Mexico he would give his friend 
Andres de Duero much more wealth than he had 
ever poffeffed. He made fimilar offers alfo to the 
other captsdns, efpecially to Auguftin Bermudez. 
Thofe who were determined to return he ordered to be 
provided with whatever was neceffary for their 
voyage, fuch as maize, dogs falted, fowls, &c. and, 
giving them one of the beft ihips in the harbour, he 
wrote letters by them to his wife. Donna Catalina 
Xuarez Marcayda, and to his brother-in-law Juan 
Xuarez, informing them of all that had happened j 
and he alfo tranfinitted to them by the fame oppor- 
tunity 'fome bars aftd ornaments of gcld.^ The foK 
lowing perfons were among thofe who returned to 
Cuba at this time, with their pockets well lined, after 
all 'their difafters : Andres de» Duero, Auguftin Ber- 
mudez, Juan Buono de Quexo, Bernardino de Que- 
fada, Francifco Velafquez the Hump-backed, a rela- 
tion of the governor of Cuba, Gonzalo Carrafco, 
(who returned afterwards to this country, and lives 
in La Puebla) Melchor Velafco, and one Ximenes, 
who li-^res,, in Guaxaca; (he went for his fons:) 
alfo the commendador Leon de Cervantes, who went- 
to bring over his daughters ; (after the conqueft of 
Mexico he married them to very honourable con- 
xiexions :) one Maldonado, alfo of MedeHin, an invalid, 
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(not he who married Donna Maria dd Rincón, 
nor the big Maldonado, nor the other of that 
name whom we called Alvaro Maldonado ** the 
Fierce*^ who was married to a lady named 
Maria Arias : there was aUb one Vargas, whom 
we nicknamed " the Gallant," (I do not mean 
the Vargas who was father-in-law to Chriftoval Lo- 
bo :) Cardenas the pilot alfo went : it\vas he who 
talked of the two kings. Cortes gave him three 
hundred crowns for his wife and children: with many 
others, whom it would be too prolix to enumerate. 
When Cortes wa3 remonftrated with on letting fo 
many quit us in our weak ftate, he replied, that he 
<Kd it partly to get rid of their importunities, and 
partly becaufe they were not fit for war, and that it 
was better to be alone than badly accompanied. He 
fent Alvarado with them in order to fee them fliip- 
;ped, and at this time he alfo difpatched De Ordas 
and Alonzo de Mendoza to Caftille, with certain in- 
ftruétíons,^ the tenor of ^hich we were ignorant of ; 
as we alfo were of what was going on in that country 
relative to us, except that the biihop of Burgos de- 
xJared us all traitors, and that Diego de Ordas an- 
iwered very well for us, and got for himfelf the or- 
der of St. Jago, and for his coat of arms the volcano 
which is between Guaxocingo and Cholula. But 
thefe affairs Ihall be related in their proper time. 
Cortes alfo fent captain Alonzo de Avila, contador of 
New Spain, and Francifco Alvarez, a man of bufinefs, 
to luakc a report to the royal court of audience, and 
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the brothers of the order of Jerotiymites in St. D0^ 
mingo, of all that had happened, more partícülairly 
relative to Narvaez j and alfo to inform them, how 
he had puniflied by flavery thofc guilty of revolt and 
Inurders, and meant to púrfue the fame meafures 
with all thofe people who adhered to the alliance of 
the Mexicans. He alfo iuppKcated thcii* interefts in 
reprefenting our faithful fervices to the Emperor, and 
their fupport againft the mi&epreféntations and en- 
mity of the bifliop of Burgos. 

Cortes» Ukewiie at this time fent a veffel to Jamai- 
ca for horfes, commanded by one De Solis, whom we 
afterwards called Dé SoUs de la Huerta. Some will 
^tík how he was able to fend agents to CaiUUe, to St¿ 

. Domingo^ and Jamaica, without moneys To this I 
reply, th^h: on the night of our retreat from Mexico^ 
though mafty of <5ur foldieirs were killed, yet a con- 
fiderabie quantity of gold was iaved, as the firft who 

^ paffed the bridge were the eighty loaded Tlafcalans j 
fo that though much was loft in the ditches of Mex- 
ico, yet all was ifot left there, and the^ld which was 
brought off by the Tlafcalans was by them delivered 
to Cortes. But as to us poor foldiers who had ñ6' 
cc«mnand, but were commanded, it was enough for 
us to efcape with our lives, and all badly wounded 
too, without troubling ourfdves what was done with 
the goldy nor how much of it was brought off; and 
it was alfo ihrewdly fufpefted, that the treafure which' 
fdl to the Ihare of the garrifon of Villa Rica, and of 
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which thofe who were entrufted with the conveyance 
Were robbed^ went after all to Old CaitiUe, Jamaica 
and elfewhere. But the ingots of gold in the cap- 
tains' pockets ftopped all inquiry upon that head* 

The ficge of Mexico being now determined on^ 
Cortes left a garrifon of twenty men, moiUy fick and 
wounded, under the command of Francifco de Oroz- 
co, in the town of Frontera, and proceeded with the 
reft of his force to the country of Tlafcaía, where he 
ordered timber to be cut for the conftru^on of the 
Veflels to command the lake of Mexico. ,The fliips 
were to be conftruáed under the diredlions of Mar- 
tin Lopez, án excellent fliipwright, and one who wad 
moft highly ferviceable to his Majefty's interefts here 
in other refpefts, befides being a valiant ifoldier^ 
When we arrived at Tlafcala, we found that our 
good friend, and the faithfixl ally of our monarchy ' 
Maxicatzin, had fallen a vidim to the únalí pox. 
Cortes lamented him as if he had been his father, and 
J)ut on mourning in refpeii to him, as did many of 
our captains and foldiers. As there was fdmc difputc 
in regard to the fucceffion, Cortes fettled thk it fliould 
be with the legitimate fon of our friend^ as he had 
defired at his death ; a fliort time previous to which, 
having fummoned his femily into his prefence, he 
had ftri£Uy enjoined the'm never to quit our alliance, 
^ we were undoubtedly thole who were deftined to 
rule that country. The other chiefs of that nation 
offered their alfiftance in providing timber, and alfo 
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to aid us in the war againft the Mexicans. Corte* 
received their prop(tfaIs with every mark of atten-^ 
tion and gratitude, and at that time propofed to one 
of them, the elder Xicotenga, to turn chriftito ; to^ 
which he readily aflented, and was baptized in great 
ceremony by the name of Don Lorenzo de Vargas» 

Our ihipwright Lopez managed hisbuííneís íb well, 
Ihat in a few days he had all his timber cut, lliaped 
and marked for each particular part of the veffels,. 
He was affifled by a good foldier named Andres Nu- 
nez, and by old Ramirez the carpenter, who was lame 
with a wound. Cortés obtained from the port of Villa 
Rica the iron work, fails, and other neceflaries to e» 
quip the veflels ; and he alfo ordered to be fent to him 
\vhat fmiths were there, amongft others, Aguilar, of 
which name their Were three amongft us, but this was 
the man we called *' the ironmauler.'^ As pitch wa» 
wanting, and was unknown to the natives of thofe 
countries, he fent four bailors to the pine woods of 
Guaxadngo, which are very confiderable, to obtain a 
fupply of that article» Some curious perfons have aik- 
ed me why Cortes fent Alonzo de Avila, who was fo 
valiant a captain, on an aflair of negociation, when he 
had men of bufinefs, fuch as Alonzo de Grado, and 
Juan de Caceres the rich, and others whom they have 
named to me. To this I reply, that Cortes fent Avila 
becaufe he was a brave man, and would not be afraid 
to fpeak out on any necelTary occafion in order to ob- 
tain jüftice J and therefore, to avoid being oppofed 
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amd thwarted by him, and to give his company to * 
Andres de T^pia, and his ofiicc of contador to Alonzo 
de Grado, Cortes chofe to fend him upon bufincfe to 
St. Domingo. 

Now that the timber of the veffels was all ready 
for the dock yard, and that thofe who came with 
Narvacz no longer molefted us with their fiears and 
furmifes, there was great difference of opinion a» 
mongft yx% oa the fubjeft of eftabliihing our poft, in 
order to prepare for the inveftment of Mexico, 
Some ftrongly recoij^mended Ayotcingo, as moft con- 
venient on account of the canals 5 others, amongft 
whom was Cortes, as ftrongly infiftcd on the eligi* 
bility of Tezcuco, as moft advantageous for making 
incurfions upon the Mexican territory. The deci- 
fion being at length for Tezcuco, juft as we were rear 
dy to march we were interrupted in oiir movement^ 
for an inftant, by intelligence that a veffel had ar- 
rived at Villa Rica from Europe and the Canary 
iÜands, loaded with military ftores, merchandize, and 
horfes. It was commanded by one Francifco Medel, 
but the owner of the property, who came with it, 
was one Juan de Burgos. There were alfo on board 
thirteen fddiers. We were in high fpirits on receiv- 
ing this intelligence^ and Cortes having fent orders to 
purchafe the whole cargo, we loft not a moment in, 
fetting forward on our route for Tezcuco, after we 
were joined by the people who came on board the 
yeflel. Amongft thefe w?re one Juan del Efpinar, af- 
terwards 
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terwards a very rich man ; one Sagredo, uncle to the 
woman called La Sagreda, in the^iiland of Cuba j and 
a Bifcayan named Monjaraz, uncle to two of that 
jiame who were foldiers with us, and father to the 
handfome woman who afterwards came to Mexico, 
called La Monjaraza, This man never was in any 
expedition or engagement with us, always pretending 
to be fick, though he niiiffed no opportunity of boaft- 
ing of his valour. When we befieged Mexico, he faid 
he would fee how the natives fought, for he had no 
opinion of their bravery. He accordingly went to 
the top of a very high teniple, like a turret, and no 
one ever could tell how it was, but certain Indians 
killed him on that very day. Thofe who had known 
him in the illand of St. Domingo faid that it was 
God's judgment on him for having htd his wife, a 
good, honourable and beautiful woman, put to death, 
by the perjury of falfe witneffes. 
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CHAPTER n. 

March of the Spaniards to bcftege Mexico j Decenéer 
íiSthy 1520. Invejlment of Mexico^ May y:>tb^ 1521. 
Siege of that City^ and final Conquefl^ Augufl i6tbj 
1521. 

ON the day after the feaft of the nativity we fct 
forward towards Tezcuco with our full force, 
and accompanied by ten thouiand of our Tlafcalan 
allies. On the fame night we halted in a part of the 
territory of Tezcuco, the inhabitants of the place fup- 
plying us with provifions. The next night we halted 
at the foot of the ridge of mountains, having made a 
inarch of about three leagues j we found here a very 
fcvcxc cold. Early the next day we afcended the 
mountains, the bad roads through which were made 
more difficult by cuts, or dikes, abbatis of trees, and 
the like, which required the utmoft exertions of our 
^tllies to remove. Proceeding thus however with 
xnych regularity and precaution, we reached the fum- 
ijiit, a compaüy of muíketeers and crois-bow-men be- 
ing in our front, ^d our allies clearing the way for 
the cavalry. Defcending a little, we came to that 
part from whence we difcover the whole extent of 
the city, lake and plain of Mexico, with all its towns 
riling as it were out of the water ; and here we re- 
turned thanks to God for permitting us again to be- 
jhold this city. 
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We now obferved fignals made by imoke in the 
different places towards Mexico, and a little farther 
on we fell in with a body of the enentiy who were 
pofted d.% a bad pafs, where a broken wooden bridge 
croffed a deep water cut. We foon drove them from 
thence, and pafled over without difficulty, the enemy 
contenting thcmfelves with flxouting at us from a 
diftance. Our allies pillaged as they went along, con- 
trary to the inclination of Cortes, who was not able 
to reftrain them. We halted for this night at a town 
in the territory of Te»:uco, which the inhabitants had 
abandoned. We had got intelligence, by fome Mex- 
icans we made prifoners in the laft Ikirmifli, that large 
bodies of the enemy waited for us in front j but it 
afterwards appeared that they had feparated, in con- 
fequence of feuds, and indeed a dvil war, which exift* 
cd between the Mexicans and thofe of Tezcuco. The 
imall pox alfo, which was at the iamc time very 
deftruilive in the country, contributed in a confider^ 
able degree to prevent their armies from aflembling. 

On the next morning we again fet forward on our 
march for íTezcuco, which was diftai^t about two 
leagues ; but we had proceeded a very Ihort dUftance^ 
before one of our patroles came to U5 with intelligence 
that ten Indians were on the road, with fign^ of 
peace. The whole of the country alfo through which 
we marched exhibited every %n of moft perfeit 
tranquillity^ When thefe Indians arrived, we found 
that they compofed an embaffy, confifting of feven • 

chieftains 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 31 

chieftains <^ Tezcuco. A golden banner borne upon 
a long lance was carried before them, and when they 
came near us the banner was lowered, and they bowed 
their bodies. Addrefiing Cortes in the name of their 
lord Cocoivacin, the prince of Tezcuco, they then rc- 
' quefted to be received under our proteétíon, inviting 
us to thdr city, and prefenting to us, as a token of 
peace, their gdden banner. They utteriy denied hav- 
ing any part in the attacks with which we had been 
threatened, and requefted that no injury might be 
done to their city by us or our allies. Three of thefc 
amlxi&dors were perfonally known to moft of us, for 
they were relations of the good Montezuma, and 
<aptains of his guards. Cortes earneftly requeued the 
Tlafcalan chiefs to prevent their people from pillaging, 
and Ids wiihes were ftriiUy attended to, excepting 
t>nly in the article of provifions. 

It destt'ly appeared that this embafly was a mere 
pretence ; neverthelefs the ambafladors were affured 
that every proteétion Ihould be afforded to the coun- 
try, but were at the fame time told, that it could not 
be unknown to them how above forty of the Spa- 
niards and two hundred of our allies were put to death 
within their territories when we retreated from Mex- 
ico. For the lofs of lives Cortes faid no reftitution 
could be made, but the gold and other property they 
might return. They in reply threw the blame upon 
the prince who had fucceeded Montezuma, and who 
they faid received the fpoil, and £u:ri&ed the prifo- 
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ners. Cortes therefore found that little was to be gcJt 
from them, and we proceeded to a village in the out- 
fldrts of Tezcuco, named Guatinchan, or Huaxutlan, 
where we halted for the night. On the enfuing 
morning we arrived at Tezcuco, and immediately re- 
marked that neither women or children were to be 
feen, and the men appeared as if they were medita- 
ting fome inifchief agsdnft us. We tpok up otir quar- 
ters in fome gildings which coníífted of large halls 
and enclofed opt^ts^ and received orders not to quit 
them, and to bé very alerts Alvairado, De Oli, and 
fome foldiers, whereof I was one, then afcended ta 
the top of the great temple, which waá very krfty^ in 
order to notice what was going On in the neighbour- 
Iiood. We obferved that all the people Were in move-^ 
ment, carrying off their children and efFe£b to the 
woods, t]^e reedy borders of the lake. Hud to a num-^ 
ber of canoes colleded for the purpofe- Cortes now 
wiihed to feize the chief who had fent him the €m- 
baffy, but found that he had fled to Mexico, with 
many other perfons of rank. We pofted ftrong 
guards for the niglit, and as in fo large a city there 
are many different parties and faótíons, and thofe per- 
fons who were acíverfe to the prcfent chief having re- 
mained, Cortes on the next morning fent for them^ 
and inquired iftto the ftate of their government. 
They affured him that their prefent chiefs Cocoivat- 
zin, was an ufurper, having murdered his elder 
brother Cufcuxca, and was fupported only by the 
prince then on the throne of Mexico, and whofe 
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ñame was Guatimotzin. They plointed out the 
youth who was the right heir, and who was imme- 
diately conduced into the prefencc of Cortes, by 
whofe order he was baptized with ibuch folenmity, 
being called after his godfather, Don Hernando Cor- 
tes ; after which he was appointed lord of Tezcuco; 
. Cortes in order to retain him in our holy fadth and 
in the interefts of Spain^ and alfo to inftruét him in 
our lanjgu2^, ordered three perfons lb attend upon 
him; Anthonlo át Villaroel, married t6 the handfome 
liabeil de Ojeda ; á bachelor named Efcobar, captain 
of Tezcuco; and Pedro Sanches Farian^ a good foldier, 
married to the worthy and honourable lady Maria 
de Eftrada; Cortes theii required of him a number 
of Indian labourers to open the canals, in .order to 
bring his Vefi'els to the lake; He alfo explained to 
him his plaft of attacking Mexico^ to which the 
young prince offered afiiftance tú the utmoft of hii 
powen 

Our captains were at this time aflignéd their dif- 
ferent pofts, in cafe of á füdden attack upon our quar- 
ters, the reigning prince in México frequently fend- 
ing out his troops upon the lake, iii éxpe¿látion of 
taking us ünpíeparéd. Some neighbouring people^ 
-whofe diftria is called Guatinchan, and who had 
been guilty of offbhces in the murders of bur coun- 
trymen, now petitioned for and obtained pardon. 
The work upon the canals went on moft rapidly, as 
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we never had lefs th^n from feven to eight thoufend 
Indians employed* 

Coadlayac^, lat* upon the throne of Mexico, wai» 
iotd of litapalapa, the people whereof were better 
enemies to us, and our declared allies of Chalco^ 
Táhnalanco,*Mecanieca, and Chini^oacan. As we 
had been tlvelve days in Tezcu^o, fo large a force 
caufcdfomeicarcity o£ provifions; idleneis had alio 
made our allk» grow impatient ; and for thcrfe reafons 
it b^canae neceflary to take the field. Cortes there- 
fore proceeded toward» Iztapakpa^ at the head of 
thirtfea cavahy, two hundred and twenty infantry^ 
and the wl^e body of our fadian confederates. The 
inhabitants had received a reinforcement of eight 
thouüind Mexkans, and, as we approached, they fdl 
back into the town ; but this was all a concerted 
plan J they then fled into t^ir canoes, the reeds by 
the fide of the lake, and alfo to thofe houfes which 
were in the water, where they remained quietly^ 
leaving us in pc^effion of that part of the town which 
Was on the firm land. JfU it was now ni^t, we ppftedt 
our guards, and were jrepofin^ contentedly in our 
qijfarters, when all on. a íudden there came on us fuck 
ii body of water by the ftreets and into, the houfes^ 
that, if our friends^ from Tezcuco ha^ not called to^ 
us at that moment, we ihould h^ve been ^11 drowned j 
for. the enemy had cut the banks of the canals, and 
alfo a caufeway, whereby the place was laid under 
water as it were inftantaneoufly. As it happened, 
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two of our allies only Icrfl their lives, but all our pow-' 
der was deftroyed, and we were glad to elcape with 
a good wetting. We paffed the night badly enough, 
being fupperlefe, and very cold ; litit what provoked 
us moft was the laughter and mockings of the Indians 
xipon the lake. Worfe than this however happened 
to us, for large bodies. from the garrifoji of Mexico, 
who knew of the plan, croffed the water and fell on 
us at day break with inch violence that it was with 
difficulty we could fuftain fheir attacks. They killed 
two foldiers and one of our horfes, and wounded a 
great many. Our allies alfo Tuffered a confiderable 
lofs on this occafion. The enemy being at length 
beaten oflF, we returned to Tezcuco, in very bad 
humour, having acquired little feme or advantage by 

our expedition, ^ 

* 

Two days after our return from our laft expedition, 
the people of three neighbouring diftrids, viz. Tepe- 
tezcuco, Obtumba, and another which I do not re^ 
.colleQ:, fent to folicit pardon^for the oflPences they had 
^committed, e:s:cufing themfelves, by alledging the 
commands of CoadBavaca, Cortes, making a m^erit 
of neccffity, gave them a free pardon^ knowing very 
well that he was not in a fituatioa to do otherwife. 
The people alfo of that place called Venezuela, op» Lit- 
tle Venice, who had always been at enmity with the 
Mexicans, now foHcited our Chance ; a circumftancc 
. Iiighly ufeful, from the fituation of tha;^ town within 
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the lake ; and they promifed alfo to bring over their 
neighbours to us. 

•t ♦• 
Intelligence was fooji rgceived, that large bodies of 
Mexican troops had fallen upon the diftrifts in alliance 
with" us, the inhabitants of which, being afraid to 
remain at home, were flying to the woods or to our 
quarters for proteftion. Cprtes ordered out twenty 
cavalry and two hundred infantry, twenty three 
muiketeers and crofs-bow-men included, and, taking 
Alvarado and De Oli ^with him, proceeded to the 
towns of Guatinclian and Huaxutlan. The reports 
appeared tg h^ve foundation, but the real caufe of con- 
tention wji, the crop of Indian jporn on the borders of 
the lakic, which %as now fit to reap, and from which 
the people •£ Teatuco and the others fupplied our 
provifions 5 but the Mexicans alfolaid claim to it, and 
it appeared that the 'iro^uce,of thefe' fields went to 
the priefti of Mexico. Cortes told them to inform 
him A^hen they tlionght it necefiaryto cut the corn, 
and accordingly^ atj^iat time, a body of l)ne hundred, 
or upward^ of pur foldiefs, attended by the allies, 
went out to cover tBi Reapers. I was twice on that 
duty, and had onfe fáííirt íkirmiíh. The Mexicans 
croffed over in upwards of a thouiand canoes, ancí 
attackecl5^ in the maize fields, but we and our allies 
drove them back to their bfeats, with the lofs of one 
foldier of ours killed, antf many wounded. They 
fought like men, «id fCát behind them twenty dead, 
^ ." and 
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¡and we alfo took five prifoners. At this time other 
iieighbouring diftrifts folicited our alliance. 

There were two places, named Chalco and Talma- 
lanco, of fome confequencej as^ being between our 
army and Tlafcala. They were now poffeffed by the 
Mexican troop, and though Cortes had feveral peti- 
tions for proteélion, he thought it neceflary above all 
things immediately to diflodge thefe Mexicans, that 
fuch of his allies as wiflied it might return home, and. 
alfo in order to obtain his ihip timber from Tlafcala; . 
He therefore fent a force for this purpofe, under San- 
doval and De Lugo, confifting of fifteen cavalry' and 
two hundred infantry^ and* he gave' théfe officers 
orders to break completely the Mexican force, where- 
by we fliould obtain a clear «•comru^catioa with 
Villa Rica. Our al£«s of Chalco were fecretly inform- 
ed of our intention, in order ^that they fliould be 
ready to fuj5)03Ptu5. Sandbvá fead put ten of his 
party in the fe^jr &s a guird, and to proted the allies 
who were returning home with his detachment, and 
who w«c loaded, with plunder, f The* Mexicans fell 
upon them on their march witl| confiderable impref- 
fion, owing to the weakneis of ,J:he rear guard, of 
which they killed two, and wounded the reft ; and, 
although Sandoval inftantl/flew to their ^ief, the 
Mexicans contrived to reach the lake, áandoval 
cenfured the people in the^ear for this, throwing the 
whole blame on them ; he then put the Tlafcalans in 
fecurity, and having feht the letters with which he 
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was intrufted to the commandant of Villa Rica, in 
which Cortes ordered him to fend what reinforce- 
ments he could to Tlafcala, there to wait until it 
ihould be afceitaihed that the route from thence to 
Tcxcuco was dear, he difmiffed the allies to their 
province, and returned to Ghalco, which diftrift he 
had réafon to apprehend was filled with the troops of 
the Meidcans. * 

On his road he was attacked, in a plsdn covered 
with maize and maguey, by a body of the enemy, 
who wounded feveral of his party j the cavalry drove 
them to a diftancr, after which he purfued his route 
to Chalco. Having informed the principal people of 
this place of his intention to march to Tezcuco on 
the enfuing day^ they informed him of their deters 
mination to go witMhito^ and fot the following rea- 
fon. Their lord was lately dead of the frnall pocs:. 
He had cm his death-bed recomnftnded his fons to 
the proteélkm of Ctortes» being convinced that we 
were thofe of whom their anceiftors had pr ophefied, 
when they faid that men with beards fhcHild come 
to govern them ; antf he therefore enjoined his fons 
to '* receive their dominions from the hands of our 
chief.;'' Sandoval atcordingly itaarched for our head 
quarters, bringing with him the young lords of 
Chalco, who experienced a moft gracious reception 
from Cortes, and they pírefented him with ornament* 
of gold amounlang in value jto tibove tw(^^ndred 
thoufand crowns. Cortes divided the diftriil be- 
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tween them, giving Cfaalco and the larger part t6 
the el^er brother, and Tahnalanco, Ayocingo, and 
Chimalcan, with other places, to the younger. By 
fcmie Mexican prifoners Cortes - ient a m^Eige td 
the reigning prince in that city, couched in thd 
moit inviting and amicaUe terms, in order to in* 
duce him to come to an accommod^on ; but 
Guatimotrin would not hear them, and perlifted 
in the moft adive hoftiUty againft us. Frequent 
cOR^Iaints came to us at this time of the incur- 
fions made by the enemy upon our «Jlks of Gua^ 
txnchan and Huaxutkn, ia |h& neighbourhood of 
the la^e, uponr the old caule of the fields ibwn f^ 
the fervice of the Mexican temples j in confequeiKC 
tjf which, Cortes being determined to put a^ ftop to* 
thefe inroads, and marching with a ftrong party £6r . 
that purpofe, came up with th^ enemy at the dif- 
i^mcc of about two leagues from Te2;cuco, and ü^ 
comp^t^ bfoke Mnd defeated thpm, though with 
Qo ve^ confideraUe \úfk on their fide, that they 
ÓAá not ihow themMv^s there again* 

As k was reiblved to lofe rm time in the grand 
objeft of our enterprife, Sandoval, attejaded by 
twenty of the principal peof^e q£ Tezcuco, march- 
ed wkh a^ detadiment of two hundced fisldiers of 
the in&ntry^ twenty muiketeers and cro&-bow*mm 
wacluded, and fifteen cavalry, from Tezcuco, in 
carder to jDoding the timber to conftrud our Ihips 
on the bkp t>£ Mexico. Be$wre they fet put, Cor^ 
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tes effefted a reconciliation between the Tlafcalaitó 
and the Indians of Chalco,. who had long been 
hoftile. He gave directions to Sandoval^ after he! 
had left the chieftains of Chalco in their own 
town, to proceed by a place named by us Puebla 
Moreíca, the inhabitants of, which hiid robbed and 
put to death upwards of forty of our foldieirs, who 
were on their march from Vera Cruz to Mexico^ 
when we went to the relief of Alvarado. Sando-- 
val had orders to inflict an exemplary punilhment 
on them, not that their guilt was more than that 
of the people of Tecuco, who were the leaders 
of the bufinefs, but becaufe they oould be puniih-« 
ed with Ijsfs inconvenience. The place was put 
under military execution. Some few of the in- 
habitants were made prifonersj and when Sandoval 
inquired of them in what manner they had de- 
ftroyed the Spaniards, they informed him that they 
were fallen on by the trpops. of Mexico ^and Tez-* 
cuco, by furprize, in a i^row pai^ wjiere they 
could only go. in ,fingle file, and that, it was don* 
in tevenge for tht death of Cacamatzin. Not 
more than three tt four «of thefe people loit their 
li^s, at Sandoval h^d {ity t)n them. |n the Jtenjr 
pies were found many trac^ of /^^ Wood oH out 
countrymen upon th«.iM^s¿ their idols were be- 
finéaféd with it, and w^oujntd the jpdn*^^ Hwo 
o£ their faces wHh ^l^il^ j^^Aurds, , 4rei&d.:^fi 
ther, and hung tippa ttf ^rs, af weififa^ tW 
flioes of four horfe^ t^gctíl^ \ri|á|-.á^^e%l.tfláns^ 
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Very well dreffcd. The following words were 
found written upon a piece of marble fixed in the 
wall of one of the houfos : '^ Here was taken the 
unfortunate Juan Jufie, with many others of his 
companions/^ This Juftc wa$ a gentleman v^ho 
came with Narvaez, and fcrved in the cavalry. 
ThdEe lad remains filled the minds of Sandoval 
and his party with rage and grief; but there was 
no pc^ViHty of obeying the diilates of their fedr 
ings, for the men were all fled, and the women 
and children bewailed their fate in the moft a&ding 
terms. Sandoval thereÍKxre knt them to their huf- 
bands and fathers, whom they induced to come in 
and fubmit^ In anfwer to the queftions put to them 
rdative to the gold, they dedared that it had all been 
clamed by the Mexicans* Sandoval now continued 
his march to Tláfcala, and when he came near the 
capital of that country he fefll in with a vail body of 
Indians employe i^ traniporting the timber, and 
condufl^d by Chichimecatecle, and our fliipwright 
Martín Lopez. The order thefe'jpeoi^e came in was 
as follows : Eight thouiand Q)en carried the timber, 
ready* fliaped for every part of i9ie thirteen veffels ; 
elglit thouümd naore foUQimed as a guard wkh their 
"ciifigns andanw; a^id a third body of <two thouiand, 
as a relief, and with provifio¿3 for the whole. Seve- 
ral Spaniards joined us with this efcort, and alfo two 
great Tlaícalan chiefe, named Teuletide aJitd Teatical. 
*The enemy appeared only in fmall bodies itt a diftance, 
but it was thouglit neceffary to ufe uxuch precaution. 
Vol- IL G eonfidering 
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confidering the extent of the line of march, and the 
danger of a furprife. Sandoval fent fome of hi$ 
troops in front, and pofted others on the flanks, while 
he remained at the rear guard with the Tlafcalans, 
to whom he affigfted that poft. This arrangement 
gave their chief, Chichimecatecle, great ofience ; but 
when he was informed that it was there the Mexican» 
were moft likely to attack, his pride became pacified. 
Jn two days more the whole body arrived at TezcucOy 
in grfsat triumph and pomp, the alfies wearing their 
£aeft habits and great plumes of feathers, with drums, 
horns and trumpets founding. Thus they continued 
inarching into oui: quarters, without breaking a file, 
for the fpace of full half the day, fliouting out, " Caf- 
tilla! Caftilla! Tlafcala ! Tlafcala! five his Majefty 
the Emperor." 

Our timber being all now laid teady at the docks, 
in a very Ihort time, by the great e:iertions of Lopez, 
the Tiulls were Completely finifhed j but we were 
obliged .tbtlflcep tlie ftrifteft guard, as the Mexicans 
jfent threi'^arties to tudeavour to fet them on fire* 

'yhe Tlafcalans Wert «xious to be fent on fome 
enterprife, and Cortes indulged them by declaring 
his intention to march on the enfuing day to Saltocan, 
a town which had neglcfted our fummons to a fub- 
miflioti, lÜr this putpofe he ordered two hundred 
and fifty infantry and thirty cavalry, the whole of 
the Tlafcalans, and a body -of the warriors of Tezcu- 
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CO. He appointed the captains Alvarado and De Oli 
to aét under him, and. haidng left the ppft of Tezcu- 
co^ where it was always neceflary " to have the 
beard upon tlve fhoulders^" under the care of Sando- ' 
val, and ordered Lopez to have the veffels ready to 
launch within the fpace of fifteen days, he fet out 
with the above force upon hi$ expedition. When 
he approached Saltocan, he was met by large bodies 
of the Mexican troops, whom the cavalry drove to 
the woods. The troops halted for the night in fpm^ 
villages, in a coimtry thickly inhabited. They were 
kept very alert, for it was known that the enemy had 
a confiderable force in Saltocan ; and a body of Mex- 
icans had been fent thither in Urge boats, and was at 
this time concealed in the deep canals of the neigh- 
bourhood. 

On the enfuing day, at the commencement of the 
march, our troops were affailed by the enemy, and 
feveral were wounded, without out caicalry having it 
in their power to retaliate, on account of the number 
of canals. The only caufewa^p jiv^hich led<o the town 
on the land üá^ they had completely inundated, and 
our mulketry was of no «fie^ againft the enemy in 
their canoes, being fo well guarded by ftrong fcrcens 
of timber. All this contributed to give our people a 
di%uft to the expedition. Some IncHans of Tezcuco, 
who had joined our army, at this time ^inted out a 
pals to one of our foldiers ; upon which, our people 
put thenofelves intp march, and under the direftion 
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of their guide crofled the ttindb and waters, and at 
length reached the road which led to the town, Cor- 
tes with the cavalry remaining on the other fide. 
Our troops advanced agálnft the towii, and made a 
confiderable flaughter of the Mexicans, driving the 
remainder, and the natives of the place, to their 
\>02lU. They then returned to Cortes, with a con- 
fiderable booty of flaves, mantles, fjdt, and gold. We 
loft one foldier by this expedition. 



On the enfuing day Cortes marched agairtft a large 
town called Culvatitlan, through a very populous 
country. We found the place to whkh we marched 
totally deferted, and here we h^ted for the night. 
On the enfuing day we proceeded to another large 
town called Tenayuco, but which we named the town 
of the ferpents, on fccount of the enormous figures 
of thefe animals which i we found in their temples, 
and which they worfliipped as j^o2ls. lliis place wc 
alfo found deferte^, ai^d we proceeded a league far- 
ther to that which we called the town of the gold- 
fmiths. This place was alfoldeferted, and our troops 
marched half a league farther, to Tacuba, our foHiers 
being obliged to cut their way through conficterable 
numbers of the natives. In this town our troths 
halted for the ni^t, and on the nekt day they were 
affailed by bodies of the enemy, who had fettfed a 
plan to retreat by their caufeways, in <Srder to draw 
us into an ambufcade. This in part fucceeded ; Cw« 
tes and our troops purfued them acrd6 a bridge, and 
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were immediately furrouzv^ed by vaft numbers oa 
land and in the water. The enugn was thrown over 
the bridge^ and the Mexicans were dragging him to 
tbek canoesy yet he efcapcd from them with hts 
colours in his hand» In this attack they killed five 
^ of our fiddiers, and wounded many. Cortes perceived 
his implrudence^ and ordered a retreat, which was ef- 
f e£^ with regularity, our people fronting the enemy, 
and only giving ground inch by inch. Juan Volante, 
the eplign who fell Into the lake, had a jeakmfy with 
one of o^r &ddiers, Pedro de Ircio, about a certain 
woman. • The latter in order to affront him ufed 
fome abufiVe language, which Volante did not de&rve, 
* being a very valiant gentlen^n, as he had fliown an 
that and maiiy other occafions. Cortes halted herc^ 
for five days, and tjien returned to Tezcuco, the 
Mexicans haraffing his march ; but, having been onco^ 
defieated in an ambufcadc which Cortes laid for then% 
they defifteA,, When our troths arrived at head 
quartep, the Tlafi::alahs, who had enriched themielves 
- by plunder» were anxious to go homc^ which Cor- 
tes readily gave th^n.psrmülion to do. 

Buring four days after this expedition, the Indians 
of feveral neighbouring diftrifts came in with pre- 
fents and declarations of fubmiflion. ' Cortes received 
all in good part, ;dthough he knew very well that 
. i^^*%^ had been concerned in murders, difiniffing them 
I flpKi^ promifes of proteition. Other applications of 
a more eml^arrafilng nature were alfo made at this 
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time ; for the nations in our alliance came with paint- 
ed reprefentations of the outrages conmiitted on them 
by the Me^cans, and requefting fuccour. Cortes 
was hardly able to grant them affiftance, feom the 
ftate of our army, which, exclufive of our lofe by 
killed and wounded, was grown very unhealthy. 
He however promifed them his- fupport, but told 
them to rely more on their own exertions, and that 
they üiould be aflifted by the neighbouring people of 
our alliance. For this purpofe he gave them letters 
of fummons to the refpeéüve diftriíls to affemblc 
againft the common enemy. The dififerent -diftricls^ 
having affembled their forces, met the Mexicans in 
the field, and had an aélion with them, in which 
they exerted themfelves with fuccefe. The province 
of Chalco however was an objed of more importance; 
the poffeflion of that country was requifite for our 
communication with Villa Rica and Tlafcala, and for 
the üibfiftence of our troops, as it was a corn coun- 
try* It was much haraffed, and therefore Cortes 
fent Sandoval with about two hundred and fifty of 
our troops, cavalry and infantry, accompanied by 
what few of our Tlafcalan allies remained with us„ 
and a company of thofe of Tezcuco, to dear it ^ the 
enemy. -1? 

On the twelfth day of March, one thoufand five 
hundred and twenty one, after hearing mais, Sando- 
val fet out, and arrived in the diftria of Chalco. On 
the eniumg morning he reached Tahnanako, where ' 
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he received information that the Mexican force was 
pofted at a large town called Guaztepeque. The 
warriors of Chalco accompanied our troops, who 
halted for the night at the town of Chimalcan. On 
the next morning Sandoval ordered the crois-bow- 
men and muiketeers to attack the enemy in the 
broken ground, and, forming the cavalry into (mall 
divifions of three in front, direded them to charge 
as foon as the firing had made any impreifion ; thofe 
who were armed with Iword and buckler he formed 
in a compaft body as a referve. Advancing in this 
order, he Ihortly perceived the Mexicans in three 
large battalions or columns, and founding their war- 
. like mufic- As foon as Sandoval perceived their dif- 
pofition, he thought proper to give up his original 
plan, and to break the' eneiliy by a charge of cavalry. 
Putting himfelf therefore at the head of this body of 
troops, he attacked them, crying out, " St. Jago for 
us ! comrades, fall on !'* The main body of the Mex- 
icans was partly broken by the charge, but they fm- 
mediately clofed and fronted again. The ground 
was much in their favour, fo that Sandoval faw it 
was abiolutely neceflary to drive them from this poft 
into the open ground in their rear. For thig purpofe 
he ordered the muiketeers and crofs-bow-men to en- 
gage them in the front, and the troops armed with 
Iword and target to turn their flanks, and he gave di- 
redions, that, at the proper time, the cavalry ihould 
fall on the enemy by a fignal. He alfo now ordered 
^ur allies to come forward to the attack. Our troops 

at 
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at laft forced them to retreat ; they fell back however 
no farther than to a fecond ftrong po£^ion, nor could 
Sandoval with his cavalry do any conliderable execu-^ 
tion among them. Here we loft Gonaalo Domingaez^ 
whofe horfe fell with him, whereby he died in a f&w 
days. He was much regretted, fw wc efteented him 
to be as brave a foldier as De Óli or Sandoval* Our 

' army, having broken the enemy again, purfoed them 
to the town, where they were fuddenly attacked by 
at leaft fifteen thoufand fircfli warriors, who attempt-^ 
ed to furround them ; but our trqops iafling on both 
tlieir flanks, the whole fiiced about and fted, en- 
deavouring to rally behind fome works whiA they 
jiad conftrufted. They were however fo dofdy fol- 
lowed that they had not lime to do fo, and were 
driven completely withiiJide the town. Sandoval 
then thought it neceffary to ^ve his foldiers fome re- 
pofe, and, as a confidcrabk fpoil of pro\afions had 
fallen in the way of the troops, they began to prepare 
their dinners, during which time the patrdcs came 
galloping in, crying " To arms ! the enemy arc com- 

^ing!'* Ther^ was hardly a moment's intervd until 
they were prepared, 2md, advancing againft the 
enemy, they met them in an -open fpace, and ^ad a 
fevere Ikirmilh, after which the enemy fell bade be- 
hind their works ; but SandoVai attacked them with 
fuch impetuofity that he drove them compietdy away, 
forcing them to evacuate the town. 

In 
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In this jJiace was a very magnificent and extenfive 
garden, in which Sandoval took his quarters for the 
night, and certainly it was a beautiful one to behold ; 
it contained a number of large and handfome buildings^ 
and fuch varieties that it was tndy admirable, and fit 
for the refidence of a great prince ; nor had our fol- 
diers time to fee the whole of it, for it was above a 
quiurter of a league in length, I was not in this ac- 
tion, being very ill by the wound of a lance, which I 
received in my throat at the affidr of Iztapalapa, the 
marks of which I carry to this day ; but I faw the 
garden about twenty days afterwards, when I accom-» 
panied Cortes, Not having been on this expedition, 
for the reafon I have before afligned, as I was then 
almoft at death's door, I do not in my narrative fay 
we, and us, but they, and them; but, notwithftanding 
that, aU is true to the letter as I have related it ; for 
the tranfaéüons of an expedition are immediately 
known in quarters, nor is there any opportunity of 
adding to, or diminifhing, the truth, as is fometimes 
the cafe elfewhere. 

Sandoval thought it a good time to fummon all the 
neighbouring diftrids to fubmiffion, which he accor- 
dingly did, but with very little effba, thofc of Acapift- 
hn, efpecially, anfwering by a defiance. This made 
our allies of Chalco uneaiy, as well knowing that 
they and the Mexicans were only waiting until the 
return of the Spaniards, in order to fall upon them. 
For feveral reafons it was neceffary therefore to hum- 
^ Vol, n. . H ble 
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ble thefe peoidc, but a great diflFerencc of opinion eX- 
ifted on the fubjeft. Sandoval was adverfe to any 

^ new expedition, on account of the number of his* 

- wounded, and the foldiers of Narvaez were adverfe^ 
l)ecaufe they difliked rifques of any kind ; but our 
, allies were for it, and captain Luis Marin, a wife and 
valiant officer, ftrongly fupported them. As the 
diftance was but two leagues, Sandoval acquiefced»^ 
When he advanced, the enemy attacked him with 
their KÜffile weapons, and, after wounding fome of 
his men J returned to their ftrong poft in the town» 
Our allies did not exhibit much alacrity in going to 
the attack, in which the Spaniiurds were obliged tp 
fliew them the way, and, difmounting fome of the 
ieavalry, and leaving the reft in the plain to» guard the 
reat^ they advanced aglinft the place, wlách they en- 
teied,,h^^g » number wounded in the afcent, and 
amongft ethers Sandoval himfelf. But if the Indians 
were tardy before, they made up for it now ; the Spa- 
niards not having the trouble of putting the enemy 
to death, it being entirely iaved them by their allies. 
Indeed onf countrymen thought their time emjdoyed 

* to much better purpofe in fearching for gcdd, or mak- 
ing'good female prlfoners, than in cutting to pieces a 
parcel of poor wretches who did not any longer de- 
fend tÜemfelves. They frequently blamed the cruelty 
of their allies, and faved iliany Indians from them. 
Gomara íays that the Spaniards fuffered thirft herc,t 
'^ becaufe the water was not to be drank, on account of 

n,the quantity of blood with which it Was dlfcoloured j 
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tlic fad is, that many of the wounded Mexicans did 
<:omc from the rocks and ridges down to the water in 
making their efcape, and it was difcoloured the length 
of time that it would take to lay an Ave Maria, but 
as to our people fuffering thirfi; on that accoimt, that 
muft be untrue, for there were fevcral fountains of 
the fineft water in the town. 

After this fucccfs Sandoval returned to Tezcuco, 
^th a number of flaves and confiderable fpoil. 
GuatiipQtzin, the reigning prince of Mexico, was en- 
raged when he heard of the hoftilities committed 
^gainft him by his own people of Chalco, and deter- 
mined to piflia Unmediate punilhment. He now 
fent acrois the lake twenty thoufand of his warriors, 
in two thoufand canoes, to wafte the pre^dnce with 
fire and fword, fo that at the very memeat when the 
brave Sandoval had arrived at head quarters, and be- 
fore he could make the report of his expedition to 
the general, there arrived expreffcs from Chalco, 
ilating their being in a more defperate fituation than 
€ver. This put Cortes in a violent paifion with San- 
doval, thinking that he had been the caufe of this 
misfortune ; and thus, without hearing him out, when 
he came to wait upon him, he commanded his inftant 
return. This gave Sandoval pain, thinking that he 
was unworthily treated by Cortes, However, he 
was obliged to return to Chalco. On his arrival he 
found the bufinefs entirely over, for the people gif that 
province had fummoned their allies, and repulfed the 

Mexicans. 
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Mexicans, fo that our countrymen returned with tite 
prifoners^ head quarters. Cortes was ddighted 
when he heard the event, but Sandoval would not 
fpeak to him. The general made every apology, and 
protefted that the whole was owing to a miibke; 
however, it is unneceffary to fay any more upon the 
fubjeft, as Ihey ihortly after became as good friends 
as ever. 

At this time, according to 1 general proclamation, 
the Incfian llaves were brought together in order to 
be marked. The reader is already acquainted with 
the tranfaétíons at Tepeaca. It Vas if poffible worfe 
jiow at Tezcuco. Firft there was a fifth for his Ma- 
jefty, then another fifth for Cortes, and then the fliares 
of the captains, \fhat was worft, moil: of the good 
female llaves had difappeared during the night ! it 
had been promifed that they Ihould be rated, and the 
proprietor chai*ged according to the value; but -the 
royal officers or commifiTaries valued them as they 
thought proper, fo that the poor foldier fell from bad 
to worfe. The confequence of this was, that in fix- 
ture, to^avoid lofing them thus, the foldiers concealed 
their flavee, or pafled theiii as fervants, and not prifo- 
ners of war, and thofe who were in favour with Cor- 
tes brcmght them to be marked privately, and paid the 
value to him. Thofe llaves who feH to the lot of 
fuch mailers as treated them ill, or had the name of 
doing fo, immediately deferted and were*no more to 
be found ; but the owners always remained debtors 

for 
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for fo much upon their value in his Majefty's books, 
fo that many were in debt more than thjk ihare of 
prifage of gold could pay off. 



At this time arrived a flup, with arms and gun» 
powder, from Old CaftiHe, in which came Julian dc 
Alderete treafurcr for the crown ; he was from Tor* 
defiUas, as was alfo Orduna the elder, who, after the 
conqueft, brought over five daughters, whom be 
married very honourably. A brother of the order 
of St. Francis alio came ; he was named Frit Pedro 
Mal^ejo de Urrea. He brought with him a num- 
ber of bulls of our lord St. Peter, in order to com- 
pofe our confciences if we had any thing to lay to 
our Xharge on account of tj^e wars. The reverend 
father made a fortune in a few mfenths, and returned 
to Caitille. Anthonio Carajaval, who now lives in 
Mexico, though very cdd; Creronymo Ruiz de la 
Mora ; one Briones, who was about four years after- 
wards hanged in Guatimala for fedition j Alonzo 
Diaz de la Reguera, now living in Valladolid ; and 
many others, came by this veffd. We now learned 
that the bilhop of Burgos had no longer any power, 
his Majefty having been difpleafed with his conduft 
ever fince he knew of our eminent fervices. Another 
meffage arrived at this moment from Chako, for 
afliftance againft the Mexicans ; upon which Cortes 
gave his promife that he would immediately mafch 
thither, although the brigantines were now ready to 

launch. 
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launch, and the foldicrs were anxious to begin the 
fiege of Mexico. 



Cortes, leaving the town of Tezcuco to the care of 
Sandoval, fet out, after mafs^upon his ^e^pedition, to 
dear the diftrid of Cbalco, and reconnoitre the coun- 
try adjacent to the lake, on Friday, the fifth of April, 
; one thoufand five hundred and twenty one, at the 
head of three hundred infantry, twenty crois-bow- 
men and fifteen muiketeers included, and thirty ca- 
valry, with a large body of the auxiliaries of Tezcu- 
. CO and Hafcahu The general wM accompanied by 
.the treafurer Alderete, Fray Pedro Melgarejo, tht 
captains Alvarado, De Oli, and Tapia, an4 in this ex- 
pedition I alio went. The firft night we halted at 
Talmanalco, and on the next day reached Chalco, 
whither Cortex fummoned all, the chiefs, ?md ijiform- 
ed them of his kitention immediately to attack Mex- 
ico, requiring theit afliftance, which they moft readi- 
ly promifed. On the next day Cortes, continuing 
his march, arrived at the town of Chimalacoan, in 
the fame province, where above twenty thoufand 
warriors had aflembled to meet us. From the time 
of my firft arrival in this country, I never had feeu 
fo many of our allies in one body. They were thofe 
of Chalco, Guaxocingo, Tlafcala, Tezcuco, and other 
^places, and they certainly were attrafted by the hope 
of fpoil, and a voracious appetite for human fleih^ 
juft as the fcald crows and other birds of prey follow 

our 
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our armies in Italy, in order to feed on the dead bo- 
dies after a battle. 



We here received intelligence that the Mexican 
forces, and tieir allies of that n^hbourhood, were 
ready and in the field. Cortes Cherefore warned us 
to be aiert, and early the next morning after mafs; 
as we proceeded on our march, our route being be- 
tween two ridges of rocks, the fummits of which 
were fortified and garrifi^ned, the enemy endeavoured 
by Qutmes and reproaches to draw us to an attack ; 
but we purfued dttr march, by a large town named 
Guaztepeque, which we found abandoned, and, 
psifling through, we arrived at a plain where were 
ibme very fcanty fountains of water, and hard by was 
a great rock with a fortreis on the fummit. Wc 
obferved it to be filled with troops, who faluted us 
on our approach with ihouts, Ihowers of ftones and 
arrows, by the firft difcharge of which they wounded 
three of our foldiers. Cortes then ordered us to halt, 
and, obferving that the Mexicans feemed to d^pife 
us for not attacking them, he fent a party of cavalry 
to examine the rock. On their return they tcid the 
general that no part feemed to them fo acceflible as 
that where we then were. Cortes then ordered us 
to afcend, enfign Chriftoval del Corral with the co- 
lours leading us, and Cortes with the cavalry remain- 
ing in the plain to proteft the reaf . 

^ 'When 
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When we began to afcend the mountain, the In- 
. ''dians threw down large maffes of rock, and it ^wa» 
df eadfiil to fee them ioll among us, and a wouder 
how any of us efcaped, as they bounded over us. The 
order was a very inconfiderate one, and very unlike 
a wife captain. One foldier, though he wore a hel- 
met, was killed at my foot ; he never uttered a word ; 
his name was Martin Valenciano* As we continued 
to afcend, the ftones ftill came rolling down upon us, 
smd'two more foldiers, one named G^fpar Sanches, 
nephew to the treafurer of Cuba, and the other nam- 
ed Bravo, were the next who loft their lives, ^3, 
immediately after, Alonzo Rodriguez was killed, and 
two more knocked down- Moft of the reft received 
wounds, but ftill we afcended. I was at that time an 
lifltive young man, and followed dofe to our enfign, 
taking advantage of the concavities that we found 
ftom time to time in the rock. Corral was wound- 
ed in the head, his face covered with blood, and the 
colours tattered to pieoes. ^' Oh, fignor Bernal Dia^ 
del Caftillo,'^ fidd he to me, ^^ here is no advancing ; 
renaain under cover, for it is as much as I can do to 
keep my hold, and prdferve myfelf from felling/* 
(.ooking downward, I at this time perceived Pedro 
Barba, captain of the crois-bow-men, with two fol- 
diers, cHmbii% up as we had done under the cover of 
the prójeftions in the fecc of the rock. I called to 
him not to advance, for that it was impoflible to dimb 
much farther. He replied, in lofty terms, that I fliould 
deiift from talking, and proceed on* I was a little 

piqued 
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piqued at this, and, exerting my utmoft adivity, 
mounted to a confiderable diftance higher, telling 
him Í fliould fee how he would do. * At this moment 
a íhowér of large rocks came down, and cniflied one 
of the foldiers who were with Barba to death ; after 
having feen which he did not ftir a ftqp. Corral called 
out to thofe below, defiring them to report to the 
general the impoffibility of proceedings and that even 
the defcent was full of danger. When Cortes was 
informed of this, (for he could not fee us on account 
of the inequalities of the rocks) and underftood that 
inoft of us were wounded and many killed, acircum- 
ftance which he could the readier believe from having 
had three of the cavalry Idlled on the plain by the 
rolling down of the maffes of rocks, feven alfo being 
wounded in the fame manner, he gave fignals for us 
to defcend, which we accordingly did, in a very 
bloody and bruifed condition, leaving eight of our 
party dead. 

Bodies of the Mexicans were watching us during 
this time, concealed in different places, in order to 
fall upon us when we were engaged in the attack, for 
it was a concerted plan. They now fliewed them- 
felves, and advanced againft us ; we attacked them in 
the plain, and drove them to fome other ridges of 
rocks, and, advancing through narrow paffes like 
roads between them, we found another very ftrong 
fortrefs fimilar to that we had juft been repulfed 
from. We now defifted for the prefent, and return- 
^ Vol. II. I ed 
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ed to our for43aer f>o£itk»i, in order to procure watery 
liie nysa and horfes not hatviiig xlrank 4urú^ the 
whole day. We found lome fprk^ at the foot of 
the rocky but the numbers of the enemy had drained 
them, and left nothing butJiuid. W« 4Jbai^{mdC6eded 
to the other fortrefs which 'we Jiad obfer^^ : ther^ 
was a diilance of about a k^ue an4 a half ibetween 
the two. Here, in a cgrove of mttlberiy trees, we 
found a fountain, i>ut ¥€i:y*idftnty ef waterj, a3?ul un- 
der thefe trees we halted for feme time. At the foot 
of the rock wherein the fort was, flood a fmaH village. 
The people above b^^n 4it our ^approach to&aot at 
us, and appeared in HHich more confiderable numbers 
than in the for^lner (pkce, and thdr fituation was fuch 
that ^no Ihot from us .eoidd tsd^c ^eflfe£t upon th^em» 
For fotiie diHance frdm the level ground there • wa^k 
an i^pearande of ¡Jaths up the rock, but it altogether 
pr-efcnted extreme difficuhies. 

On the enfuing day we attacked, our principal bo- 
dy climbing the rock ^H^y fldwiy and with great 
fatigue, nOr ceidd vic have ever :afoei«ied to rfhc 
works, for they S^^ere wottnK&xg and deftroying us 
by rolling down tnafles of rock cm our heads, but 
that fortunately for us there was within ihot of the 
poft another rock váádi comttnai\ded4t, aad to this 
all our fire arms and crofs-bow*men were detached ; 
and jflthm^h they were rather too* for úS to have 
much effeft, yet, havia:ig'lálled fever ai of the enemy 
over their ramparts, it threw them ^dff their defence, 

and 
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and they offered to fiil^t. Cortex caUod £ot fiv& of / 
their chk& to dlbfi:ei>d^ and, repvehending them foi^ . 
hamng been the aggreíTors^ he- told them that he- 
would pardon them on conestían that they induced 
thoib who were in the other fortr«íi to give theov 
£^esi ups wMch they undertocdc to do. Cortes then 
ordered the two captains, Juan Xaramillo and Bedro 
<^e Ircio, and the enfign, Coxrali, to a&end to the 
fort which had heea fturrendered, bidding me accom- 
pany \^m% amd h^ at th^ fwie^ time warniid us not 
to tcHK^h a fingle ffwx of maize«. This expreffion I 
confidcred a& implywg th^i we ihpxild do ourfel^es 
what good we had in our power^ We fe»nd it ta 
confift of an extenfive ^in on the fummit of a per- 
peiidknliir rock ; the entrance was by an aperture not 
mneh larger than twice the üzi^ of the mouth of an 
oven. It was co^npletely filled wi^h men, women 
and children, but they had not a fin^ drop of water, 
and about twenty of their warriors were killed, and 
many woun^d* Their property was all ^cked up 
in bal^, 2yid here wa? ?dfa#tx>nfidcrablc tribute, col- 
lei^ed m order to be fent to Mexico. I had brought 
four of n^y Indian fervants with .mp, and began to 
load tha», and aUb fiaur of the natives ; i}pon which 
captain Dc Ireio came and toid me to lay down the . 
packs ixmne<tiately, or he would report me to the 
general, afking if I had not heard his orders not to 
toudi a grain of maize. * I rej^ied that I had heard 
the ordo-s that the maize ihould not be taken, and 
that was the reaion why I toi^ the packages ; but he 
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would not fuflFer any of it to go, and on our return 
reported me to Cortes, expefting that lihould receive 
^ Mame ; l?ut Cortes was not fo difpofed, faying, on 
the contrary, that he was forry I had not got the 
fpoU, and that the dogs ihould keep their property, 
and laugh* at us, after all the mifchief which they had 
done. J>e Ircio on this wilhed to return thither j 
but Cortes told him that the time did not then admit 
of it. By this, the chiefs had arrived from the firft 
fortrefs, the garrifon of which agreed to fubmit, and 
we returned, being compelled by want of water, to 
the town of Guaztepeque, where was the noble gar- 
den I have\l)efore mentioned. In this garden our 
whole force lodged for the night ; I certainly never 
had feen one of' fuch magnificence, and Cortes and 
the treafurer Alderete, after they had walked through 
and examined it, declared that it was admirable, and 
equal to any that they had ever feen in Caftille. 

On the enfuing day we marched for Cuernabaca. 
The Mexicans who were in that town came out and 
attacked us, but we defeated and drove them to a 
town named Tepuztlan, which we took by furprife, 
making a great booty of Indian women, and other 
fpoils. Cortes fummoned the chiefs three or four 
times to fubmit, and on their refufal to come in, and 
in order to ftrike terror into others, fet fire to about 
one half of the houfes. At this time the chiefs of a 
diftria named Yauhtepeque came to wait on Cortes 
^nd make their fubmiffion. On the ne^it day we 
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Digitized by 



Google 



THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 6t 

arrived at the large town of Cuernabaca, or Coad- 
lavaca, in a very ftrong fituation, on account of a 
deep ravine canfed by a rivulet which runs at the 
def^h of at leaft forty feet, although there is not 
much water, and which precluded all accc& to the 
town except by two bridges, which the inhabitants 
had broken upon our approach. Cortes, however, 
being informed that about half a league higher up 
was a paffage prafticable for the cavalry, went thither 
with them, and we all fearched for paffes, and at 
length difcovered a very dangerous one, over fomc 
trees which hung acrofs from the two oppofite fides 
of the ravine. About thirty of us, and many ^flafca- 
lans, made our way over, by the help of thofe trees, 
with great difficulty ; three fell into the water, and 
one broke his leg» It was indeed a truly frightful at- 
tempt ; I for a time entirely loft my fight, from the 
depth and danger. We who got over, falling on the 
flank and rear of the enemy unexpededly, and being 
juft then joined by part of our cavalry who had 
crofled a bridge which was not entirely deftroy- 
ed, now drove the enemy from this poft to the 
neighbouring woods and rocks. In the town we 
found confiderable property, and here we were again 
lodged in a large garden, belonging to the lord of the 
diftrid. A dej)utation of twenty of the principal In- 
dians waited on Cortes, apologizing for the hoftilities 
committed, the blame of which they threw on the 
Mexicans, ofiering to fubmit themfelves, and obferv- 
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ingy sis I recoBed, tliat their gods had been perrnktoi 
by ours to {mñüh them. 

« Suchlrtüleco, the 6bje¿fc of our mardi, is a lafltge 
city on the freih water lake, in which inoft o£ the 
hoüfts are built. As it wasL late when we fet out 
froni CkKtdbrVaca, and the wetther exceifively fiiltry, 
our troops fuflfered dreadfully from the want of 
water, not a drop whereof was to be met with cmü 
our route. Our aBies £únted on die road in num- 
bers ; one of them died, and aUb one of our foldiers» 
Cortes, feeing the diftreflfes of the army, baked under 
fome pine trees, and lent a party forward to feek for 
relief. When I faw them about to fet off, my friend 
Chrift^val de Oli being one of them, I brought three 
of my Indian fervants with me, and followed th€ 
party, which they obferving, halted in order to make 
me return ; but I was rrfolved, and De OB at laft 
«ffented, telling me I muft expeft to fight my way. 
About half a league in front were fome vHlages on 
the fide of a ridge. The cavalry went thither and 
found water in the houfes, and one of my fervants 
brought me from thence a large jar, which they ufe 
in that country, full of water. I then determined 
to return, for the inhabitants of the village had be- ^ 
gun to take the alarm. I found Cortes juft fetting 
forward on his march, and gave him and the captains 
a hearty draught each out of the jar, which my fer- 
vants carried very well concealed, for thirft confiders 
itfelf before any one. We arrived at the villages, and 
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£rand iwrater, tíiou^ not iBHch : the fun was then 
Dean: iettkng, and oiir cavahy came in and rq)orted 
tiiat the whole country wais in movement againft us ; 
we -^erefore lialtedlxere. I wias on the night guard» 
and recíátóft that it was v^ry windy and rainy. Seve- 
ral of owcr foWkrs were takw ill with inflammations 
in the mouth and throat, from eating a fpecks o£ 
thiíüe or artichoke to^uench their thirft. 

'Early theneisi moniing we purfued ^ur route, and 
about dght o^k^^lods: arrived ia¡t SuqHiiúkco. I can 
gwre no idea <if íhe number of the enemy *« troops 
which were gsK^heml "here, ihey were in fudh vaft 
bodies» They had breasen down the bridge which 
wfiiSfin Aoat, aad :f ortífied themfelves with parapets 
2@idtpalkkks ; their leaders were armed with fwords 
wMdh^they had tal&en £rom us in the fatal night of 
MesicKi, ;»nd w^ch they had poHihed and ijoade very 
bright^ The attack Jailed d&M: half an iour at the^ 
bridge. Some xrf row: people paffed the water by 
fwimmiii^, jindxfomc loftrtiycir lives in it. What was 
worft^ fevend bodies fell on our flanks and rear. 
When our cavalry had got on firm ground, with the 
I0& cf two jpxMre of our foUkrs kHled, we drove 
them /before us, but areiirforccment of at leaft ten 
thmifaiidMeadcans yrft láien arrived^ and received the 
chaise ^fow cavalry, fear of whom they wounded. 
H^ectjhe good the&ut horfe which our Cort-es rode 
tired «ndcr him amongft a crowd of the enemy, who 
pidled or knocked the-generid down, with' the inten- 
tion 
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tion of taking him alive ; more crowds now gather- 
ed about him, and were hurrying him off; but á bo- 
dy of our Tlafcalan allies, headed by the brave Chrif- 
toval de Oli, came to his refcue, and remounted hiin, 
though he was feverely wounded ift the head. Oli 
alfo received three defperate wounds from the fwórds 
of the^hemy. * . 

As all the ftreets of the town were full of Mexican 
troops, we were obliged to divide into bodies and fi^t 
feparately ; but thofe who were neareft, knowing by 
the outcry and noife that it was very ferious in that 
part where Cortes commanded, hurfíed thither, and 
found him with about fifteen .of the cavalry in a veiy 
cmbarrafl'ed fituation, among the canals and parapets. 
We then forced the enemy to give ground, and 
brought off our Cortes and Oli. On firft paifing 
the bridgQ^ Cortes had ordered the cavalry, in two 
^viifons, to clear our flanks. At this time they re- 
turned to us, every one of them wounded, and re- 
porti^pihat the numbers were fuch that their effort» 
were unavailing. 

We were in an cnclofed court, dreffing our wounds^ 
with !Ítirnt oil, and tearing cloth to bind them, when 
the cavalry came in ; and in a Ihort time after, fuch 
fit vottey of arrows came among us that very few efcap- 
cd unhurt. We now, together with the cavalry, fal- 
lied out among the enemy, and ufed our fwords ta 
fuch effeft that they left a confiderable number beWild 
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them on the ground ; our lois bt^i^, one man and 
two horfe» killed. Having now a little breathing 
time (for the enemy defifted from their attempt to 
ftorm our poft) Cortes brought his troops to the 
large enclofures where were the temples of the In- 
dians, and fome of our party, going to the top, which 
commanded Mexico and the whole lake^ perceived 
above two thoui^d canoes comiiig from the city 
againil us full of trciops. A body gf ten thouiand 
pien ^o marched on the land fide, to attack us on 
that night, and another body of ten thau^md was in 
readineis ajs a relief. All this we learned from five of 
the chiefs whom we made prifoners. We pofted 
ftrong guards at thofe places where the enemy were 
to difembark, the cavalry were in readinefs to aft up- 
on the roads and firm ground, and conftant patroles 
were kept going during the night. I and ton more 
foldiers were polled, as a guard upon a wall of lime 
and ftone, which commanded one of the kn^i^ 
places. While we were on the watch, we heard* a 
noife which we knew to be occafioned br the ap- 
proach of a party of the enemy. We were pr^ared, 
and beat them off, fending one olF our foldiers to 
make a report to Cortes. The enemy returned in a 
very ihort time, and attacked us a^ain, knocked 
down two of our party, and then drew off to attempt 
a landii^ at another place, which ^^as a fmall g^e up- 
on a deep canal. The night was very dark, and as 
thefe people *are not accuílomcd to fight during that 
iíaíbn, it appeared ths^ their two armies fe]l into con- 
■' Voi. IL K . fufion. 
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fiifioir^and^^QBtokrJr .W tie» orders thcfi vccdrcdi 
formed iú ohebody, ma^dngiitlleail fifteen thoii£3uid 

3 müft Tiow;fpKtk df inyfclfv not meaning it ho^-^ 
ever in the W^y^of boaft, Wjien our report reached 
íCoitéS) he came to us xdth ten of thfe cavalry, and^ 
áá he approached" without ípe¿kihg^ I challenged, 
-^^ Who goés^ diere?" and gcttii^ no anfwer, land 
my comrade, ^úHq Gbdzalo Sanche¿, aPortuguefc of 
Algarvé, fent three or four fliob at Ihem* Cortes^ 
knowing oiir.voiccá, obfervtsd to thofewitk him, that 
ihii poft required no vifiting^jifor we were two of his , 
veterans» He then i"emarfcéd tb ufe that our ftation 
^yas a dan^rbus one^ and, turning about without 
luring any iñoTB, he contint^drhiS rounds> I after- 
wards heard thkt one of Nir^gm^s foldiers was whip- 
ped fot negiigence- on this ;night. ^ 



Dur powdd:. ibemg all exhaufted, Corjes ordered 
us, to prepare a good ftoré of arrows, which we were 
employed during the night in' Jieading and feather- 
ing, under tHe direftionftof Pedro: Barba, thje captain 
of the crois-bow-mcn. At day bfis^c the enomy at- 
tacked ts, biitwithóut HHJiChífuecefs ; for wp; killed 
feveral of their. Icííders, aftd tookmafiy of ^th^m 4)i'ifo- 
jiers, with the Ipfsi.pf but 0M^3paniard killed... ,Oür 
ca>?alry, who hadadvaní:dd¿;felUn with thc^iesicans, 
and, not teing ftrong eiK>u^ to attack them, fent 
iiftck for affiftance^ on, whxdh th^ whole of.; oUr fprCfe^ 

; / .íí^ed 
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£dlied out* We charged and defeated the enemy, 
and made f^yeral prifoners, who mformed us of the 
plan cf ithe Mexicans io^y^ear us out by inceflaut- at- 
taeks. W^ therefore determined to quit that piace 
op the ^fflifig day* In the jnterifli^ our troop?; :apd 
ail^es h*^Wg intelligence oí the wealth which was in 
the tqjvn, gotfoipaeof th^ prifonets^tD point out -to 
theip 'the :hí)iéf^ tl^at .<iontsined it, the approach to 
which was by a^cs^ufew^y with finall bridges ^er- th^ 
canak, for they ftood on the fyefli water lake. From 
tEhefe th^ returned loaded with .cotton doths and 
4pther valuables, a^d this e^mple indww^ others to 
fellow at, Unfortunately, while thus empJoyed, a 
l%o4y of Mexicipis in canoes came upQn them, s^nd, 
wounding fn*ny, feized four foldiers of the company 
of captain De Mpnj^^z alive^ asd, hurrying them 
into their yeflels, carried them to Me^dco in triumph. 
From thefe men Guatimotzin the king of Mexico 
was infoTD^d of the fiiialhie& of our numbers, and 
our great ln¿ in killed' and woijnded^ After having 
queftioned them as much as he thought proper, he 
commanded their hands and feet to be cut pff, and in 
this lamentable condition l^t them through many 
diftriits of the neighbourhood, as a fample of what 
he expeded to do by us aH ; and, after having thus 
(exhibited them through the country, they were put 
to death. The enfuing morning afforded opportu- 
nity for frefli attacks upon us, as had been. regularly 
the cafe for the four days during which we ftald in 
* Suchimelco. 
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Previous to our march^ Cortes drew his trocas to 
an open place á Httle out of the town, where the 
market was held. Here he formed us, and then 
made a fpeech, wherein he dwelt upon the dangers 
we had to go thrCmgb in our retreat, and the great 
bodies of the eneny tliat waited us on the road ; fot^ 
which reafon^i llrongly infifted on the neceffity of 
leaving all the luggage behind ; but we replied, that^ 
we were men ^ble to defend our properties, our per- 
fons, and his alfo ; and that it would be very paltry 
in us to abandon what we had acquired* When he 
law our determination, he put us in order for the 
march, the baggage in the centre, and the cavalry 
forming the advanced and rear guard ; and it was* 
protefted alfo by our crofe-bow-men,^ for as to our 
muiketry, it was ufeleis from want of powder* Th#* 
enemy attacked us upon our retreat, purfuing us as 
far at Cuyoacan. There were in this neighbourhood 
clufters of towns, each of CQnfiderable magnitude, 
tíuilt in the water, at the diftance of two leagues 
from Mexico, and about a league and an half from 
each other. They amounted to above ten in number. 
It was the inhabitants of all thofe who had joined to* 
gether at this time to attack us ; their names were 
Suchimdco, Cuyoacan, Chohuilobufco, Iztapalapa, 
Coadlavaca, Mefquique, and others. We halted for 
two days at Cuyoacan, which we found abandoned, 
attending the wounded, and making arrows for our 
crófs-bows. On the third morning we fet out upon 

out* 
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our march for Tacuba, and were attacked as lifual, 
but our cavalry drove the enemy to their ditches and 

canals. 

Cortes at this time determined to lay an ambuf- 
etde, and accordingly fet out ^^fith ten of the cavalry 
and four fervants. He foon fell iff w^ a party of 
Mexicans, who fled before him, and, imprudently 
prefling them too far, a large body of their warriors 
ftarted out upon him, and in their firft attack wound- 
ed all the horfes, and, getting two of the attendants 
of Cortes in their hands, carried them to Mexico to 
be.facrificed, the reft having a moft narrow cfcapc. 
Our main body reached the head quarters at Tacuba 
with the baggage in fafety, and, not hearing any 
f^ing of Cortes pr his party of cavalry, we fufpeftcd 
fome misfortune. Alvarado, De Oli, Tapia, I, and 
fome more, therefore went in fearch of him, towards 
that part whither we faw them go, and we foon met 
two of his fervants, who informed us of what had 
happened. In a fliort time Cortes came up to us ; ht 
was very iad, and weeping. 

When we arrived at our quarters at Tacuba it 
rained heavily, and we remained under it for two 
hours in fome large enclofed courts. The general, 
with his captains, the treafurer, our reverend father, 
and many others of us, mounted to the top of the 
temple, which fcommanded all the lake, and afforded 
^ moft furprifingand pleafing fpeftacle, from the mul- 
titude 
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titude c^ cities rifing as it were out of the water, aa4 
Ibe innumerable qi^antity of t>02^t;s employed ia fifli- 
ing, or rapidly pafling to and fro. All of us agreed 
in giving glory to God, for making us the inftruments 
of rendering fiich fervices : the reverend father ^o 
confoled Cortes, who was very iad on account of hia 
late lofe. When we contemplated the fcenes of wi^t 
had happened to us in Mexico, and which we could 
well trace from where we flood, it made Corte? 
muck more £id than before» It was on ^is th^ t][ie 
rcmiance was written which l*^ns, * 

^ In Tacuba was Cortes, with mapy a gaUant phief^ * , 
** He thought upon his loffes, and bowM his head with griefl**' . 

One of our ibldiers, the bachelor Alonzo Perez, who 
was afterwards fifcal near Mexico, in order to confolc 
tim, obferved, that thofe things' were the common 
fortune of war, and that they could not at prefent 
compare him to Nero viewing Rome on fire. Cortes^ 
aafwered that he was only lad from the refledion of 
the dangers and fatigues that we flxould have to go 
through, but that he would ihortly put his hand to 
the bufineis. Our captains and foldiers now confult- 
ed whethc?rit would npt be eligible to take a view of 
the caufeway ; but it was thought not prudent, and 
we continued our march by Eícapuzalco, which was 
abandoned, to Tenayuca, where, in the great temple, 
they worlhipped three ferpents. Froi;n this place, 
which was alio abandoned, we proceeded to Gu?ttit;c-. 
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htii and during the whole day's march it never ceafed 
raining ; whereby, together with the weight o£ out 
arma^ We catne in dread&Hy fatigued. 
* - ' - - 

The enemy gave us fome alaktns in the night, duiw 
ing which it rained heavily, no Wat^h being kept hf 
us on actount *of the feverity of the weather, as I can 
teftify, liiiy poll not having been vifited either- by 
rounds or corporal. Mirching through four or five 
towns which waere abandoned, by a road<leq> in mud^ 
we arrived in two dayi more at Aculman in the dif- 
tri¿l óf^Xezcuco, where we found that a reinforce* 
tnent to t)ur army had facwly arrived from Caflille. 
On the next, day ;we proceeded to Tezcuco, and arrive 
td fatigued, worn out, and diminiihed in numbers. 

A confpiracy agaiiál the life of Cortes was at thil 
*imfe f<^i{ied, by an adherent of the governor of Cu* 
léi, one Anthonio de VjillafMia, nítíiive 6f Zamora oí 
of :T<Sro^ and fome of the other foiüers of Nar* 
YMZj whofe haiaaes I wiH. not mention. The afl&íÉBna* 
tkm ^feas :to hive been executed in the foHowing man^ 
tier: A veffd having lately arrived from Caflille» á. 
lettef^ was to,te brought ;tO: the geneiadj» as from: Wf 
father, and as if it had cQme by that opportunity y 
which letter was to be delivered as he fat at tafei^ 
with his officers and foldiers^ and when he had opent 
edi and i^ras. in the aft of reading it, the*<ioni|)irat<)r$ 
were to fall on and alTaflinate him with their poinaixte, 
together with all of us who were in his company.. 

When 
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When every thing was arranged, the con^&ators 
tommunicated their intentions to two principa per- 
fons, whom I will not name, but who had been on 
the expedition with us, one of whom on the death of 
Cortes they nleant to have appointed captain general. 
The offices of alguacil major, enfign, alcaldes, regidor, 
contador, treafurer, veedor, and others of this kind, 
were to have been filled up froiA among the foldiers of 
Narvaez, and they had divided amongft them our 
properties and horfe». Tffc bufinels was difcovered 
two days after our arrival at Tezcuco, by God's mer- 
cy, who did *not choofe that New SpSn Ihould have 
been fo loft J for, if we had been put to death, a^ 
would have fallen into confufion and faéüon. 

It feficns, a faithful foldier made the difcovery to 
Cortes, who immediately took proper fteps to prevent 
the mifchief from fpreading; for he underftood it to 
be conduced by perfons of quality. As foon stó it 
was made clear to him, he gave large rewards for the 
informatioi& He then communicated it to all our 
cq)taiirs, nimdy, Alvarado, De Lugo, De Oli, Sando^ 
val, and Tapia, aHb to me, and to the two alcaldes of 
that year," Luis Marin, and Pedro de Ircio ; in fliort, 
to llll^of «is party. As foon as we knew of it wc 
jHTepáí'Srwrfelves, ahd attended Cortes to the'quar- 
ters of TOlafana, where we found him and many 
others of the confpiratois. The four alguazils feized 
Villafana; tíic others attempted to efcape by flighty 
but Cortes ordered them to be detained, and fanac 

of 
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tt ÚtüBti hé"e<Hkimitt6d toprifon. Cortes then took 
from the bofom of Villa£ma a fiaper, mth the figna- 
tures of thofe who were concerned with him, in con- 
fideration for whom, however, he caufed the report 
to be drculated that it had been fwallowed by Vil<^ 
la£ma, without his having feen it. He was immedi- 
ately put upon his. trial, but voluntarily macte a con* 
fefficm, according to which, and to the teftimony of 
many witnefles, he was condemned by his judges, the 
two alcalde^, conjointly with Cortés, and De Oli^ 
who fat by virtue, of his oS^ Shortly after his 
cc^denmation, having confeffed himtff to the reve- 
st rend father Juan Diaz, he was hanged from a win- 
dow of the apartment. 

Of the feveral others who were arrefted» no more 
were proceeded againfi ; enough having been done 
ibr example and intinudation. Cortes, however, to 
. prevent fuch attempts in future, thought it prudent 
to appoint a guard for his perfon, compofed of valiant 
aii(| Éúthful foldiers. They were fde^isd from thofe 
who had been with him from the firH, and were 
commanded by a gentleman named Anthonio de 
Quiñones. Henceforward, although he íhewed great 
attention to thofe who had been in the coni^racy, 
and treated them in the beft manner, he took care to 
be on his guard with them. ^* 

^ At tins time came out in'order for all the prifoners 

to be brought to an a]^inted place, in order to be 

Vol. IL L marked. 
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marked. Not to tali^ up tiiti^ "^itb^ rep^^tiong o£ 
the fíory, I wiB fuin i:j¡p aU iji one Qbfervatipn, wlpitcli 
is, that if wh^t waa ill doJW the firft time, W2* wpifi? 
done the fecoxid,thb third wa&worft of ifl ; fipf after 
the royal fifth had been dxvijrn out, Cortes tqcfe hi% 
*^c5wn, and then canae.no left thaQ thirty fiicc^iffive 
drafts for the capti\in$. Beiide§,,thoi^ hapdíome aft4 
good female prifbuers wl\kQk we p>it w tQ fee ií\?íke4 
were ftolen out of %k^ crowd,^d w^9 ]sj^ CQn^?i?4 
until it wa^ nq Ipnger iftconv^nwnt to proifei^?; tb^iffk, 

The brigantincs were now fiuiflied, and th^ C4r4 
brot%ht to a üifficient width and deptktoJLon^t.thiPI 
. to the lake. Cortes therefore iffi^da cir.cukyr x\ib 
tice to all the diftrifts of our alliance in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tezitico, to fend him each^ withia the 
Ypace of the next d^ht days, eight thoüfaad arrow 
heads, made of copper ; aüb an equal lUfmJbss pf 
fhafts, of a particular wopd. IBff the qxpirs^lpp pf 
the given time the whole nuftife^r \Ya& Kougi^^^ expr 
cutcd to a dcigree o^ perfeÓjion which e^ecded tfeg 
pattern. Ci^taiu P. Bartu, wfxq cpfn|i|a^4?ji t^ 
crofs-bow-men, prdered each of his fc^di^rs to f ro^^i^ 
tliemfelves with tWP cord^ aiid nuts, and to prpv^ 
the range of their bbws ; for on,e of the laft fliips which 
came from Caft^e had broi^ht out a fuf^y of th^ 
materials to make cords, and alfo of powder. .Cortey 
ordered the cavalry to have their lances well pointed, 
aud to ufe thehr Aorfes ^n¿a|ily ^xercife í and he at 

this time fent an ^x^^J^:o\fáp^^^^Z^ ^^? ^^Xf 
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otherwife Don Lorenzo de Yargas, for twenty tliou- 
fand of the warriors of his «"ation, and thofe of 
Ouaxoctngo and Cholnhi ; and he fent fimüar notices 
to Ghalco ar(d TSilfnalanco, fmmnoning them toa 
general rendezvous, on the day after the feaft of t^ ^ 
Holy Ohoft, at which thnc Don Hernando, our ally 
of Tezcuco, was alfo to join us with all his forces. 

On the ¿by after the feftival of the Holy Ghoft, 
<Jortes in^eftcd his army in the large quadrangles of 
3el^cuca. They amounted to xi^ty-four cavalry, 
fix hundred and fifty infentry with fword and buck-^ 
ler,or -lances, and one hundred and ninety-four muí. 
fc^teers^ndcrois-bow-men. Out of this number he 
took for the fervice of his fleet twelve, of the mulke- 
t^s or <:roft4K)W.men, and twdve of the other infan- 
try for rowers, u'nder the command of a captain, to 
each v^d 5 he alfo diftributed twenty cannonient 
throi^h the whole fleet, which he armed with what 
•guns it ibr this fervice we had in our flores. 

Having thus difiributed his force, Cortes gave the 
foHowirig orders : Pirft, Ho perfon to utter any blali 
phemy againft oar Lord Jefus Chrift, the Holy Virgin 
' his mother, the Holy Apoflles, nor any otter of thi: 
laints, under heavy penalties. Second, no foldier to 
411 treat our allies in their perfóns or properties. 
Third, no foldierto abfcftt himfdf from his quarters 
on any pretence. Fourth, every foldier to be fully 
provided with arms offenfive and defenfive. Fifths 

no 
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no foldicr to ftakc his horfe or arms at gaming', 
sixth, no foldier to llcep out of armour, or without 
his weapons belide him, except in cafe of wounds or 
licknefe. Ikftly, penalty of death for fleeping on, or 
abfcnce from, a centind's poft, abfence from quartern 
without leave, quitting the ramks ia the fiek}? or 
flight in battle.. 

Although a HUB&ber of #iir people had fer ved as 
feilors before, there was a great averfenefe on the 
prefent óccafion among them to aft as rowors* The 
general was therefore obfigad to make inquiry, and 
^feOfffidering all thole who belonged to, or were natives 
of l^os, Moguer, Triano, El Puerto, Dr*any other 
feaport, oAr who had been known to have beei| em* 
tdoytdin fiihing, as being of the profeffion, h& order* 
ed ^em to the oars ; and although many of thefe 
brought their gentility as an obje^on, he would not 
hear of it, but enforced his orders ; by which he i^v 
tained one hundred and fifty, who were, as it wiQ 
appear in the fequel, better fituated than any of us 
who had to beai: the weight and dangers of the field- 
The qrews: bdiag embarked, each brigantine hoifted a 
Toyal ftandard, and aHb it» pecuMar one. The genera 
then ai^>ointed the caf^ains as fdbws : Garci HoU 
guin ; Pedn» Barba ; Juan de limpias Garv:^al the 
deaf ; Juali XaremiÜQ } Geronymo Ruiz de b Mora ; 
Carvajal, his companion, who is now very old, and 
lives in the ftrect o/St. Francis } oiic Portillo, a good 
foldier with a^ handfome wife j Zamora, matter of a 
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üüp, now living in Guazaca ; CdmenerOy a maiiner 
and brave foldier ; Lerma } Gines Nortes i Briones» 
native of Salamanca ; another, whofe name I have 
üorgotten ; and Miguel Diaz de Auz. To theie he 
gave inftru&ions how they were to ad, and with 
what officers of the land forces they were to co- 
iterate. 

At this time arrived t]|p armyof oivr filies of Tlaf- 
cala, under the command of the younger Zicotengpu 
He brought with him two brothers. In thb army 
alfo came íbme of the warriors of Chohila and GuaxQ-^ 
dnga, but not in any cpnfideraUe number. 1^ 
alacrity of the whde body appeared in their avitval 
a day previous to that appointed ; they advanced in 
great parade» each chief having a ftandard with their 
national device» a white ipread eagle» embroidered 
upon it. They entered the town in high fpirits, 
ihouting '' CaftUla ! Camila ! Tlafcala ! Tlafcala! 
live the Emperor T* and it was about three hom» 
from the time of the arrival of thdr advanced party, 
until the rear had come in. Cortes, with many com- 
pliments, difinifléd them to their quarters, and pro- 
mifing to make them all rich on their return to their 
native country. We now heard that the Mexicans 
had put to death three of our foldiers who had been 
left by Hzarro to fearch for mines, one enly, named 
Barrientos, efcaping to Chinanta, where he was pro- 
tected. 

Our 
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Our :gener:diRade las éñSpdñtíSSn-fac liie aMacki^- 
on tlie dty xüf IQexicó ks foUowi^ : 

Pedió •dc Alvatntdo with óiíc liüñdred and ífty iir* 
'feiitr)^ thirty cavalry, ogfafteen iriufls:etc*jrs aiwl orofe^ 
bow-men^ and eight thou&nd Tláfcahtns^was tota^ 
poll at Tacuba, having to afiift him Jorge de Ahrtr ado 
his brother, Gutierre de Badajos, and Andres de 
Monjaras, ^ch of whom wte captain of a company, 
confifting of fifty infiuitry>} and a third of the^:rd&< 
bow-nlen add nm&ete¿ri, the cavalry bfeing tofit* 
manded by Alvarado tn-peHon^. To this deta^ehrngftt 
iWas appointed* 

> Chriftoval de Oli, having tmdar ftim the captains 
Aiidres de Tapia, Francifco Verdugo, Francifco de 
Xttgo, thirty cavidry, one hundred and fevénty-íve 
infantry, twenty muiketeers and crofe-bow-men, and 
eight thouiand Indians, was to tákepoft at Cuyeacan, 
and Gonzak) de Sandoval, with captains Luis Marin 
and P. de Ircio, at the htead of twenty-four cavalry, 
one hundred tod fifty infwitry, fourteen fnufketeeni 
and crois«bow-men, and upwards of eight thou&nd 
Indians, was to take his pc^^ letaipalapa. The two 
firfUnaMed^vifions were to msúrdi by the r%ht, the 
third in Ac Q{qpofite dirédion. Sandoval's jKtrty 
hadalfo orders not to march, until Cortes, who com- 
manded the flo611am per{bn,ihould launch out uptii 
the lake. 

I 
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I laij^i^if ^^^ to«uodj^ afi^ ^o^chr hasten* 
ed at ti^ time-. Tlic divpifipipss of %h^ tmo r ^pta jfl s ixi^ 
<j^e4 "^X^^^ ^ ^ P^ ^^S pcej^ed to f^ 
i^%^ ii^.oi^der i^qt to¡ he ^cumbered with oyr Ip djia a 
5Ú^€s Oft the M(aich, we; iS?\t tbcn^ <^ qaa day l^efi^r^ 
v^ ^i^^ 9F<te^? ^ tw#; ^a^ 'Wsúí foif^o^r amya\ i^hea 
they came upon the Mexican territory. The Tlafca- . 
1^0^ pur&iing t^ir march, Chichjmec^edb^ remsUrlped 
th^e^nceof theyw^£?r i^otqaiga, the. cox^ma^^^ 
^ei; in chirf. On injt^ubrtog it wa§ iwnd tha^^e h^ 
^q^eti^ gojoe^aiEiir^y oa the preceding, nij^t tjO TlfiC-, 
^i^;^ there to Icbe andr poífc& h^^ofcl^ of. %, pouip-Mrr 
t]^ aofl t^»^]^' o)E Chjjcbixxiec^ta^te^ th^ll^j^ thi^ a, 
g9^ oppprtiuijity^ in the abiience of tha^ d^f^oüdt ^ 
^ othei? i^^áoipi of hisnation^ and fi^jüog^AO opr 
pCii^^9^ %ce tibe! d^th, of Miydcatzjn* I^ difindi- 
a|tÍQiAto,the c^sgpp^iition h^alfo beca a^^ar^nt &o^ 
^ ^r£L Chichlmeqttj^ck^ on difcoyering. th^ defiff\ 
aga^ii l^ib igam^diyqily returned to Te2(C)iC9 to^ ii\<% 
é^i^Qi Cortesj» when ^ h^^ip^ it d^fpatch^ five of the, 
«Weft pf TesgucQ si|ii4 two of Tlajfcala, %ft?y 3^Qt^^ 
IffijK % mpfl^ 6;pin higji to requeft his return. Hu^ 
^li^w^ F^^j tli^aj^ if Ma:pcajtz^ ai^d hj^ ^|d fi^h^ had 
%plieycd hijam, th^y wpuld not be. t^o^ ridden by Cor^, 
test ip the oianijijsr thgy v^^e, and he ^lifofeitdy r^fW^^íí 
IQ return. Thí3 asfíTfir bfi^g %t l^^ck ta Cort^ 
he commanded an alguazil, attended by four of thp 
cavahy and five chiefs of Tezcuco, to fet out immedi- 
a^^ly, ^vUig t^fn, orders, wherever they fpjfnd Xko- 
^P^jt to %ize and b%pj; him wij^QUt c^r^fppny . Al- 
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varado interceded ftrongly for hitn, but ultimate to 
lio purpofe, for, although Cortes «{^peared to HfiÉl to* 
Mm^ the party which arretted Xicotcnga, in a toWft 
fubjcil fo Tezcuco, there hung him, under private 
orders of Cortes not «o let him go from them alive^ 
Jtnd, as fome iay, with tfie approbation of his father* 

This áfiair detdned us one day, and óú the next 
the two detachments of Alvarado and De OH march*» 
édby Ibe ikme route, and halted for the night, in a 
jplace iUbjeél to Tezcuco, named Aculma. Here á 
di&greeable afiair had lil^ to have taken plac^* Itap- 
geared that De Oli had ient forward to take quarters, 
and had appropriated every houfe in the town to hb 
own company, marking them by puttii^ greesi 
brandies on the terraces, fo that when Alvarado's de» 
tachment arrived we had not a place to lodge iii* 
Our foldiers inraiediately ftood to thdr arms to fi^t 
thofe of •De Oli, and the two captains had already 
challenged each other, but leveral of the more mo- 
derate Q&cers interfering, they were pacified fo^ the 
prefenté An exprefs was immediately ient to Cortes^ 
who wrote to every one of any influence amongft 
our detachments, condemning the fteps which had 
been taken, and earneíüy recommending a reconcilia* 
tion. After this Alvarado and De Oli never were 
friends. 

We continued our march for two days more, by 
Mexican cities which were abandoned, the laft of 

which 
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vq[ucb traá GuacitlAfi ; and on the tl^d^ pai&ng the 
toioAis <tf Temyuca and £fcaptt2S|lco» inhere we foi^d 
our'al}ki»^ waiting for w> we proceeded to Taf^ifti. ^ 
' '- . ' - ♦ 

Tki enemy ga^e notice by thdr ndfes that they 
were about us in great numbers, uid cmr two de- 
tachments, it was £sttled, Ihould on the enfuing day 
go to cut the aqueduct of CSiapuHepeque. At the 
time appointed we fet out with ovtr allies, and though 
the enemy attacked us in our march, we filcceeded, 
deftroying the pipes, fo that from that day no more 
freih «rater came to MéiUQC>* It was now determine 
cd to try our fortune againft the city, and fee if ye 
could not at leaft get pofleffion of a bridge upon the 
caufeway of Tacuba. When we arrived there, the 
immcnfe number of boats, and c^thrir troops on the 
land, was a fubje¿t of aftonilhment* By the firft vol- 
ley of their arrows they killed three and wounded 
thirty of our foldiers ; neverthdefs we advanced to 
the bridge, the enemy, as it Were by ftratagem, re- 
ceding, and now we were upon a caufeway twenty 
feet wide, expofed as a butt to the arrows of thofe on 
the water on both our flanks. Our mulkctry and 
crofs^bows had no effeft whatever on their- canoes, 
they were fo well proteged; as to the cavalry, their 
hories were all wounded, and if they purfued the 
enemy a little diftancc on the caufeway, they were 
ftopped by the parapets which they had built acrofs it, 
and which they defended with kmg lances ; and when 
Vol. IL M our 

^ The whole nomber of whom amounted to íéventy thouíaxid. 
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our in£antry latdVaftced agaitift them in front, tfie 
eYieftiy threw themfdxrcs into the water. Thus we 
were fighting them for upwards of an hour ^ their 
numbers increafing from every part of the lake, and 
our alfies only encumbering the cscnfcway. fidng, 
utterly uiiáBle' to refift the enemy wba were on the 
water, we determined to retire, which we did,ileaving 
eight dead, and iiaving above fifty wounded, the 
enemy purfuing us dofdy. 

On the ehfuing day, captain De OK proceed^ with 
his detachment for Cuyoacan ; he talked in terms of 
difapprobation, of the jpreceding expedition, laying the 
blame on the rafiíneís of Alrarado. We all were 
folicitous that the two captains fliould remain to- 
gether, and certainly their reparation wasi very im-* 
prudent, for, had the enemy known the fmallnefs of 
our number, they would have fallen on and deftroyed 
cither detachment, during the four *or five days that 
we were fepar^ed, and before the arrival of Cortes 
with the flotilla. In thefe two pofitions^ our detach- 
ments remained for the above period, without ven- 
turing to pay anothervifit to the Mexican caufeways. 
During this time the enemy frequently fent bodies 
of their troops to the main land, and annoyed us with 
attacks in our quarters. ' 

Sandoval with; his detachment left TezcucQ on the 
fourth day after the feait of Corpus Chriftj, and, 
marching through n friendly country, arrived in 

front 
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iatont of the town of Iztapalapa. On his arrival he 
Immediately^ attacked the enemy in that place^ and 
burned many of the houfes which were built on the 
firm ground f but frefli bodies of Mexicans came both 
by land and water to their relief, and while thus oc* 
cupiedy our troops obferved a (moke to rue from the 
top of a hiU above the town, which Was anfwered in: 
the fame manner at other points r^und the lake, and 
tMs we found to be a fignal for th^ information of 
the enemy, that our flotiUa was launched ; a drcum* 
ftance which occaiioned them to relax in their hoftili- 
ties againft Sandoval. He now remained unmolefted 
in his iniulated fituation, in a part of the town of 
Iztapali^pa, between which and Cuyoacan there were 
no means of communication but by a caufeway 
which crofles the lake, and the pailage of which was 
impra^icable in the face of the epemy* 

Coftes, when he broiight his flotilla upon the lake, 
firft went to attack a rock which forms a finall ifland 
juft by Mexico, and on v^hich many of the natives^ 
as well of that neighbpwhood as of other parts, had 
taken rcfygi. As foon ^ the enemy difcovered his 
intention, their whole force from every part, of the 
fekeprqgepded agjunft him. When our general perr 
ceived the immenfe number jo£ large boats full of 
fighting men, for it exjpeeded four thouiand, he drew 
his flotiBa into an open part of; the lake, and ordered 
hjs captains to w^lt patiently for a breeze of wind 
i\^hicb wa4 juft thCii . banning to fpring up. The 
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mtriíYj thinking this was owing td fear^ began ttt 
doft round him with great triumph, and juft at this 
moment the wind rííing in his favo|^^ tblMirhfile fleet 
fet fitU, plying their oaf s at the faióc time ; bearing 
down upon the Me^dom canoes in this mamier, they 
fimk a number of them, and compelled the reft t<J 
takeihditer in the recefies on the fides; of the lake» 

After this Cones failed for Cüyoacan* Here he 
had anptber attac£: by the Mexicans, who aflailed hi» 
veffels from the temples <ji the land, as wdl as with 
their ¿mocs ; but he brought four guns to bear upon 
them,*and did ConfideraJ)le execution ; although^ by 
fbme mifmanagemeat of the gunners, his powder 
magazine blew up, wounding many of his peojde; 
This misfortune obligeci him to detach his lig^teft 
veflel to Sandoval for a iupply* At Cuyoacan he re* 
mained with the flotilla for two days, and hereJ will 
leave him, toi^^ate what pa]le4^in the detachmcrit of 
Alvaradof -When we perceived that the flotilla waá 
upon the lake, we m^urched out upon d» caufeway as 
fsLT as the bridjge, where we jpafled our time in a repe- 
tition of engagements with the enemy, but to little 
cffeft, Éuther than repsuring the paflcs iii our rear as 
we advanced ; nor did we now fiáFér the cavalry to 
come to the caufeway, 

Sandoval had found that in his^^éfént j^tion he 
eould not fufficientíy annoy the eñeríiy, who were 
eftabUihed in the houfes built in th« water) he there- 
fore 
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tstc nAfMaed bf ii tiku&wiy m % iftac« Whfdi .cbmw 
nüsOftfeti théiA better* 1^ bdii¿ {$er¿eived ^odi 
MddcQ^ áJlrge d^&chn^t was fttic In canoes; «rhir 
¿iréaSóffil to ¿U¿' ^e iátifev&f háAaA &A f rbtí^; 
Gotlb, obférviiig ti£sj&t ^ #ttlí hié vedéis fbr thel» 
iéM^ (tf d^idg De OÜ fo go tMtÜér \ritlf a ^dy of 
l^oops by tKé dtüfewa.^ . Having tá}e«ed S&ñ<iovi(lj 
fías, general orddctá th!s détabht(ientt6ia place liíOned 
Teiieaqiuaai where ii ttdWtiutít tlí^ dilftrfch of Müeftrá 
Señora de Guaddupé, iíi mH^K ili£bi^ Woínderful mli 
íadb' l^ave been, sfimd ^e, ^^ierfonúéd. 

As it wái intpofllblfe ifoir btír 'treces to^tóVaince upcál 
&Lt cáúfeways without their tfudd bdiig íku^ed <tt 
tiíe.waia',the ^Él ^ form^ into thitedivifionai 
aíid one of théiñ á1:tiidied tó üiiáióf the dnree cói^ óf 
our-Srttiy j tÜát & to &y, four flíips to Alvárado, fiit 
to De Oli, and two to Sandoval, making in all twelve, 
fdrfh^ tfiirtéétóh; itó«aett « BuRá Ruido,** <fr ««foDbw 
tKe Ncáífe,'» being fbíiiid tb be teto ttfiui^ Wíó ordered 
to bé Ikid üp, áüd Wc iéñSvr ^Vid6d among the reft, as 
Wchád^iv^ity vérybádfy wbüftded afeready on board 
the flaps. MW^ó ito# ordered Us out Upon the 
iisixKeinifi rad; plaSi% t^oof the ffiSpáoii each fide; 
fie thereby proteíEed the fiStoki; tVe drove the ewff. 
^ from ifevetal briiSjfe* and bir«ftn3ei', but aft» 
1%fitíí5tg áiitíñg tub -íp^holeaay, WeWfefé- Obbgipd at 
H^ht to retreit to W^^ftirS,' álftfcftfe^erjrdian bt 
Wb «fetifitffted % :fMfr ílhoé^ <rf artrowfe and ítóned, 
%íflü«h Steefedía'tSaS^bíSttiéfl'j for>ewér¿ attacked 
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(onñantly by frdh troops bearing different devices, by 
land, while from the ternu:es oi the houfes the ene« 
»y commanded our ihips. As we could not leave a 
party to Cecurie what vt got in the day, at nigh* the 
enemy repoffisflfed themfelves of the bridges^ and put 
better defences on them. They deepen^ the water in 
fome places, and in the Ihallow part they dug pits, and 
placed canoea i|i ambulcade, which they fecured from 
the attacks of our veflels by paliiades under the wa» 
ter. This was the manner in which they oppoied us 
every day. The cavalry as I before obferved could 
do nothing ; the enemy had built parapets acro& the 
cau&ways, which they defended with long lances, and 
even had an attack been pradicable, the foldiers 
would not riik their horfes, which at this time coft 
fight hundred crowns, and fome more than one thou* 
£ind; nor indeed were they to be had at any price, 

Wh^i we arrived at night, we vretc employed m 
curing our wounds, and ^ foldier namql Juan Catalan 
aUb healed them by chsrms and prayers, which, with 
the mercy of , our Lord Jj^us, recovered us very feíL 
^t, wounded cr not, we were obliged to go s^gainft 
Ihe enemy every day, as otherwife our companies 
would not have been twqpty men'ftrong. When 
our allies faw that the b4f3rementioned foldier cured 
us by channs and prayers, all their wounded came to 
him, fo that he had more bufineis on his hands than 
lie knew what to do with. Every day our enfign 
was diiabled, not having it in his pow^r to carry the 
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colours and defend himíHf. Corn we had fuffiden* 
cyvof^ but we wanted refrefliments for the wounded. 
Vrhzt pfefcrvcd us was the plant caBed ^ quilitc%** 
cherries while in ftafon, and afanas '^ or Indian figs. 
The fituation of our other parties round the lakse wat 
fimilar to what I have here defcribed. 

The enemy in the dty ruAied out on the fignal be- 
ing made from the top of the great temple of Taitelul- 
CO ; and thefe attacks were made every day, and re» 
peated by freih troops, who were, formed and march- 
ed out in fucceffion. Finding that we gained io little, 
and loft fo nrach, we refolved to change our {dan of 
operations. There was on our cauíeway a fmall open 
place, where were fome buildings for regions wor- 
ftip } here we eftablilhed a poft, and lodged ourfdves, 
though very badly (as every fliower of rain came in 
upon us) leaving our cavalry and Indian aUies to £> 
curé our rear in Tacuba, from which place we were 
fupplied with bread. From this time, as we advanced, 
tic filled the «water cuts wluch interfisSed the cauíe- 
way, and proftrated the houfes which were on each 
fide of it ; for it was exceeding difficult to fet them 
on fire, nor could the flames communicate from one 
to another, on account of the water which was be- 
tween them; and if we threw ourfidves into the water 
to fwim to a houfe, the oiemy deftroyed us from 
their terraces. We guarded every país day and night 
as we gained it, smd oiir method of l^eeping guard 
was as follows : ^ , . .- 

The 
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13ie compsmy M4uob was firfb far dútjhtítxdklt htm 
^n ice toxxudni^t with jfiMtyüsmr; l;iie.&¿oii4 oo«]>- 
pwy with th&£mie ntiqiiber came oat it miiimglii, tsudi 
r<Qp(iamed until twqJbioiirs^b^^^<iiy bmk^ (tfae^ifl; 
guard not quilting die ^c&^ \mt fleq¿ág on the 
groutid; this feccmd guard watehed the jiours of 
lethargy, and after them came on the third company 
fer the two hours until day, al which t^me, as t&ofe 
who jtrere relieved dyl not quit the poft^ Úmc wore 
«n hundired and twenty men at .the gosáá* Sppi^ 
times our wl^ole ^tachment. remained ui^deriurJS^ 
4uring the night, for our prifoners had káofm§á \» 
tíiat it was the intenticm of the Me:3^oi&Si .by a gceat 
.€&rt, to force our pofi:, as they Jq^ew l^hajt byjj^SQ- 
Ing they y^uld entirely düboncert the pla»9 pi the 
xyther two ; and it wajs intended that the nifie %owm* 
in and about theJake, including ours of Taeub?^ to- 
gether with Ezcapuzalcq and Tenayiici, ihyould wake 
ji joint e&rt, and attack ijs in the .roar WJtóJ« íhp 
Mexicans auad^ed us in front* .It ytMÁ%/^fi i^mp 
time intended to carry cJTour higgage and l^^ary ig ^ 
Tacuba. This intdl^nce we immediatdy commit- 
ttcated to our cavalry, warning them . w4 tíuf zljis» 
to be well on their guard. 

As we had been informld, ib it h^^^S^d $ v^ 
were attad^ for ffpveral m^t;s m,fú$sceS^n> J^<^ 
midnight to the break of day. The.eoCTOiy fo»9- 
times came on with ^eat ñaue,. :ajt qt^cfrs. jbde upop 
us in filenqe, but during the night thqiir Mm¿^ WPfP 
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aever m«áeivith ib müdi ttfolution as in the day. 
Wc werr ibwevtrliarjrffai to deadi'with wounds, 
£tí%ttes^sÉbt)d,ñhiandcc^ The place where we 
wore poifted wa$ tiow nmd and inter, attd our nñfe- 
raUeibodtTf maise^and herbs withad*!: but, as our 
officers i»d^£tch:i$ tbc ibstune cf war ! With aO our 
filterings nothing efl5e£bjudw»s gained: the parapets 
we thtew down, or the ditches we fitted up, during 
thbe Kiay, th€; enemy rej^bced im the enfuing night» 
Wh^ ufe WHS our cutting off their water, or doiing 
ttNsito caiifiswayn lagainfir.them, when they were fup- 
plied by canoes with whatever they wanted frp|n the 
neighbouring towns on the lake ? In order to prevent 
this, it WM iiet«máned that two o£ our veffds Ihould 
crpiie during tibe night, to intercept them. Thid 
* was -founds to anfwer in ü.confideraUe degree, but 
:pill j^xoie efcaped into the dty. 

ThetMQpi^;^» htd th&4)ddñeís atth&.tzme to 
forn^apbM^fwthe.furpdi^^'the&v^^ For this 
purpoie thcypf qwed thirty^of their largeft ]^aguas^ 
and iOonceaiM them amoi^ reeds, iendii\g tv^ or 
three <si«oe» ^ong the Ukfi^ as tf ccmveyingprovifiona; 
by way f^, ^ bait for our yeficis* The Jácxicans had 
alfo fixed piles of large timber below the water, in the 
diré^on which our Ihq» were to be drawn in. IThe 
tafio&s being fCKeived by our peojple, two veflels £üx 
lied out '^iqpon them; t^ othcir» aq)pearéd to take 
|r%ht, and rowed towftrds the ambufcade, followed 
by our vc$dSt whkh,.iis fobn as^ they arrived near 
r Voi.. IL N enough. 
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enough,^ 'vrare fttrrdunaed by the thirty piraguas. Bf 
^ firft'di£jisrge they wdunded eróry officer, ibldi«r , 
and rower onboard; aéd the Tefieb. could ikA fiar 
on acscount of the plesof tfanbcr*; 3%Ee enemy, con^ 
tinuin^ thcür áttadb, h^éd ar<:s^^Ká]i.iuimedPortilla4 
he ivus a gentlbmaniNrbo had ü^ved ialtaly. Cap^ 
tain Pedro Barba ahb of the cr(^-tio«r4Mn <Sed éÍ 
his woimdsy and the Vofitís fell into* dbyeir kuidiri^ 
Thefe belonged to the i^indpal dfvxfioR, /«dáidí >Cw^ 
tes commanded I he was>qstnch eicatfperated^ b»t hi 
the coittie of á^íbort tivm-iidpaid ^heoxn^ in úutbí 
own <tra^« ' / '• ... •: r,^...\ - '^- ; 

Cortes, a^alib our odk^rr^eü^; %y:his otder^ pur*/ 
iued their plan' of ^ advantífig a^i«rií^ the éky. ''ñá 
they gained ^ottád, they ^h^e^déWtv ^-faoi:^' 
and with the materials á^Khá Up t!teé dtt^hes^ dt - cm^ 
which croffed the canfeways ; and our brave Tlafcalan 
iSies ikmdsredats tike greatdl^ fo;i4d6i& dtttin^^the 
whole^an The Meaúeans oppoTed ovr progreft by 
breahiBg: á'biidge in the rear of tibdt jpa^tpMs and 
bdnácade;^^ /sdiére^w^per war\Bdi?y^^^ leaving 
pneobiiious pa& as a deoo^ ahdUn otWpttif», pit¿ 
hÜÉ under the water ^íihey alio made pak^ápets^ óú 
both fides of the breach, they^ placed-pdttÉi^ in ^tht "^ 
deep wador where our ^vseiüs^cóuld approadr, aod they 
had canoes niann€(|i're(idy tQ(f2%otta3H|}pnthefigfial 
given; : When they ^ad made t;hcfei^r^)ata^ii»is>they 
advanced agaiiifi m in thxiebodlegr €MI]( bf the ¿dt 
of Tacuba, tl^^- otter^^ cdi0> iobis «oS- die houi^ 
, .i ^ ifc which 
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¡H^^idk h&dlMten deftroycfti, and die thlri by^ tfae oiuie- 
way wfiére:ihey li^ niidetJbe works. Ahrarado 
iod Ibrot^lit {Art >#i bk ¿ftrálry to our poft, fincethe 
t»Q«rfes wece d^sftroyecL We repuUed the enemy on 
^ :fid^, aiKÍ one party oí us, having forced tWm 
^om the wort: I htfsre mentioned, crofled the water, 
up to our necks, at^ the pais they had left c^n, and 
ikXi&Wcá the^, untii we came to a jdaee where were 
lirgé tem^Aes and towers of idols« H^e we were 
aflailed by frefli troops firom the houfet and rooñi, 
and \hó& whom we jpurAed ¿iced alxnit and came 
agáinft m. We were obliged to retreat, which^e did 
with regularity, but when we came to the water, w« 
foand thá% t&e enemy in thdr canoes had got pdlef- 
fion of thepafe where we had croifed. We were there* 
fore (Aliged to look íídt other placea, but at they came 
prefiing on us, we were at length compelled to throw 
x>urfdves into the laké^ attji get over aswic could? 
Thdfó Who Wire not abiei tóOmimíéí ¿ate tte pUs ; 
tKe éhen^ dtíCcd in upon diem, wounded rm^ and . 
took ave of our fiddieirs attv:e; Tfa^ v^Gds. which 
camfetoourrdiefcouki rwft approach, being embar- 
raffed améñg the paK&dés, and here thejt loft two ibl« 
diers* K "was a wonder that we were' not all deftroy- 
¿d in the^ ^itfiaHs. A number of the €n«ttiy laid hands 
^ mé, but our Lord Jcfiis Chrtft gafvc ttie force to 
diiengage títf^ arm, and by dint of a good fword I 
got free fro!¿ them, thou^ iproundedy and arrived 
•<m the dry ^ouiid,-^^!* IMfítéd away, and remain- 
«d fenfcl^iS for a tíifte. Hi» waf owing to my great 
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escrtiims and Ic^ itf :bloadL Whm tiAs mcb hd 
their ciaws on oie» I. recommended myfdf to otur 
Lord and his Vk&d Mother, and they Jmtrd my 
prayer,glorified te t^iey for all their HKrcte»! Qnc^if 
our cayaby crcSfed i;he water with us this day^ he 
and his; horfc were killed, l^ortunatdy, the reft were 
with Alvarado in Taciüía } hzd th^ been with us 
they muft have been dH d^oyed from th^ tcq^ oí 
*hm buildings» for the a&ion tool^ place ai it were 
within the very dty^ ^^ter this fu^ce& the aiemy 
kept us conftantly eQip^yed during the day a^d 
lii^t» by átta^ upon ojur pofls^ Cortes was much 
diflatisfted at hearing of au;rde£eaii;,wlucfa he confidev- 
ed as owing to our n^gle^ c^ his dii[e¿lions. that ^ 
cuts acrois the cauieways ilb^uld be ^led with tiiuber 
aodiodsias we.advance4\ 

• Inthftfpace of fourdiySi aiuj witb thc^rlofi of ü^ 
.fridtersy we completely fiQed up this^ce^/9perturer 
and hsK we eftabliihed ow^adyancod pofi:, the enemy 
having úac oj^iofite to ua. Their niethod of k^^if^ 
guard was tlrijs^ ; they madte a great fire in their fron^t 
which concealed thetit^ff^ cKMr vi<^9 excq>t wheii 
they came to renew the fi|^ a¡s it was Sometimes cxr 
tinguiflied by the rw^Sv i^hiiQl^ we^ at^hat íeafon 
£requentJi»d heavy. Th^ kept profound ¿lence oil 
guards ñor was it c^r i|itcrtupte4 «wept by the^r 
figoais^whi^ were given : b?! iiwJñQ^ 'Our fiiot 
did no eaae^uticfld amáiig itheim |»r they fqrtified 
thc^'poftbyapar^^auidanewdit^. ííaving d^ 
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Ibribeditiiemamief in. ^dudi guard was kept on each 
fide» l!wiU tura^ give an^-account of our daily employ* 
ixkoatsvln !themoriubg.we masdsed againft the ene- 
my.; after aigagiiig them during the whok day we 
retreated, toti/^ards evening; covered with wouiids, 
firfi: clearing the cauieway of our allies whofe nunv- 
bers embarrafled us, a drcmnftance the enemy were 
watchful tp take advanti^ of; after whic¿ we feE 
back ftep by ftq^ firing at the enemy as they ad* 
.vimcedy and bdng. flanked by the armed veflbls, until 
wp reached our poíL . When we arrived in our^qnar* 
terst we £u down to our mifery of maize cakes, herbs, 
and tupas, cmng^our wounds with oil, and remaini» 
ing aU ni^t* íubje¿t to confiant alarms. 

Clortes and his p^rty were em^Joyed in the lame 
manner, an4 his lofs in killed and wounded was by 
thb time become very confiderable. He conftantly 
lent outrvefiels at nig^t to fcQilr the lake, aod oile 
night they brought in to him fome prifoners of coru 
&quenqe } from them he learned that the enemy had 
formed an ambuicade fimilar tp thdr former one, oí 
forty piragpiasf a^5thfi^£une number of canoes. « Coir» 
tes then prepared io: veffels, and £bnt them during 
the lught^ and with inuffled oars, to a place oí con*- 
ceaimcnt wkhin a quarter of a league's diilance of 
that of the enemy, r It muft bft obferv^ that the 
.bulhes and tall reeds, and the water cuts at tl^e edges 
o^ihe^lake^Csivoured thole deceptions. .Early in the 
morning one of our veffels was fent as if in fearch of 
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die l&xipaa eanoes ^liich weat wkit pro^dfians t# 
t|ie dcy, the prifoners .being put «m bbird k m order 
to point out the place whcr^ thrar flot^: ; was mea^ 
cealed. The enemy ^o played off the deception of 
loaded canoes tb draw us thither» and theie caíióei 
furetending to endearour to efcape, rowed towards 
the ambufcade laid by their party ; our veiB piirftted 
them very near it, and then brouj^t tOy aá if froflü 
ajggrehenlion* The enemy*^ flotilla percehing thai 
Ihe.did not advance, Mied out on her, thdie on botf d 
<3f her rowing towards that part where <mr flips Waft 
fioaacialed. When they found that the eneiiiy were 
brought to that point where ^é wl^lbed them to be^ 
the crew fired 4rwo Aiots asa tigfial to our aAibuftade^ 
immediately on which the veffds puihed out, and 
, faffing on the enemy ran down feveraf, and di%erfed 
the reft, n^ddng a number of prifi)nefó. This gave 
them enough of ^unbdcades, nor did tlieyCrom that 
time run.acrofc to Mbxieo fo openly as before. 

iTie people of the dtics in t^ie lake, growing tired 
of this warfere, wilted on Cortes at this time in oi*- 
der to make fubmiffion, decbntijlf^tkat Üiey had iyeeá 
ftrced into hoftihty by the Mcjdcans. Cortes riecá^- 
ed them witfi aftability, gave them affurances of prtí- 
teftioñ according to thár behaviour, and at thcfscmife 
time told them that he expeled their affiftance inthe 
fu^^ of boats aM |*e^oh0, and in erefting bar. 
racks fortiie trocas. • This they promifed t^icBíf, 
but performed very badly* Cortes had huts biiflt fbr 
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Wi ésta<^tnint, brft the rd% remained expof^ to ^e 
l^atker, á vcty fevcre duty in itfelf in that dimate, 
wberdi during the monthi ol June^ July and Auguft^ 
it vtSm continually^ 

" Otir detachment perfevered in filling up every ditch 
ana canal, as we proceeded, with the material» of the' 
Koufes which we deftroyed ; and conftantly gained 
feihples, bridges, of houfes which ftood feparate from 
cacii bthier, and were aCceffible by dráw-brídges Only. 
Tcrprevent jealouiy the companies took the working 
and covering parties alternately, and towards evening, 
V^éü We drew off, the whole flood to their arms, and 
f ¿treated, fending Our Indian allies before us. The 
latter tendered us moft important aififtance in the 
#diáKng duty, both in pulling down the houfes, and' 
SBSti^ the apertures. Sandoval during this time was 
cfcligedto foftain conftant attadcs, and Cortes on his 
fide attacked one of the out pofts of the city, where 
the canal which crbffcd the caufewaywas too deep to 
^ íotáéd. The enemy had fortffied it ftropgly, and 
defended it both by land and w#cr. Cortes torn* 
iftiaiided the attadk in perfon, and with fiiccefs ; but at 
m^ he i)^ras" obfiged to retire without filling the? 
€&fch, and with the lofi of four Spaniards kálled, ana 
ébdve thirty wounded, for the pafs was cómifianded 
ttMtí the terraces, and the palifades made in the wa- 
ter prevented the approach of the veffds. 

Guatimotzin 

•r 
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" ©uatimotziu 'no>V dtt^tmmé to wear t* x)ut by 
If ontiiiual efforts. A^ebr^^jlfi ipn tfre tv^ 
Juiie, the anniverfary <rf the d^y^of our entry tota 
Mexico, the enemy attacked us at.fcyery poini -^ith 
their whole force by land and water, at the hour of 
the fecond fleep, or of tot^^gy^tl^at is, twpt hours ^ 
foi* day» The pumber fit for dwtyi^ at pur jpoft iy^ 
CHieJiundi^ an^b^frenty; pur, allies \;^^adf£a^( ^l^r^ 
Jjf «ff the caufeway, and it w*i witii^ cmc-utnaoft .f£^ 
forts th^ yrc coul4 ^^^ ^^ ^^^^Yr We-atflpngtli, 
how«v» repulfed them fromi , gU o^. pofts^ jbul^;^Y^ 
die |||& of many kUled ami WQW^ 4lvtfadtf s dc^ 
tachment loft twp foldier$ on this ocaéaíion. The ens- 
cry's attacks were ^ontj^ued f^r two uights fuOef- 
fively upon the difeii^nt pofts, and they a%rw2urds 
cdndlEntrated thdr whole "^orce in ^ al^ult t^gi^ 
oursy which took place at day hrjf^ This ;waf the 
nMft dj^p(;^fi^ ^fC^^^ 1^ brni, w|th us . 

we ihceuld havt been loit;**^#«r €zvúlff ,aa ikis peca- . 
ücsi fa^ved our flanbs, ^aská we had i::on&darahle Ct^^ort . 
from our fldp^. ilüs^t «f our foldiei^ .w«eé^)fi^ ú^i 
tins jittack» ^d 4]||GUcada was weuo^od | btil; we u}t|- 
m(^t4f beat the ^QHiy» «ff, an4 #aJ^ade^1faul^ oí 
i^aix chiefs, ¡«rifpners. I fpar to tini «y^|:i»dfcars Ij^di 
tbis rqiictition of battles. For mncty-three dayii tor 
g€tiier/we were em^oy^d im t^efiegp pf this gr^tiin4 
%ong city, and every day and^yeiy ajght w<g were: 
aiigaged with the <»iemy* Of ^urfe tfl^^y m^i^^ par- 
don what my duty as aA hiftorian compels me tí^re- 
late : ftill, were I to extond my narrative to indude 
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tirery aádon wUch took place, it would be alinoft epd- 
le&, and my hiftory \v^d gcSfoiAc that of Amadif 

and the other books of chivalry» 

# 

V 

Cortés, growing weary of delay, called a council 
<i war^ relative to t gencM affault upon the city. 
tus plan was, to mtrch by the three caufeways, and 
to endeavour to gain the great fquare, where, unit- 
ing our whole force, wt Ihould command til the ftreets 
leading to it. Upon this projpoíal there was a great 
.diflfeneiyc of opipion, for many thought oixt prefent 
method of proceeding by filfing the canals 2s wé^^ 
vanced, deftroyihg the houfes, and making a road 
with the materials, was preferable to that recom- 
mended by Cwtes, whereby, in going into the heart 
of the city, we Ihould become the befieged inftetd of 
being the befiegers, and fall exa¿Uy into the fituation 
in which We were when pbUgol ta % ttom Mexico. 
.We Ihould alfe they fitó*^ involve4 in greater dif- 
ficult^ than formerly, for the «nemy would now 
bring their whole power by iand and water upon us, 
fo that we ihould have to contend witH them in the 
city, on the lake^ and all round it» without the pof- 
iibility #f rftreat, which they could preclude by mtr 
ting^the caufeways. When Cortes had heard the 
jopiniCms of all, and the good reafons upon which they 
were founded, the rqfult was, that he gave orders for 
„our whole force, together with owr allies, to attack 
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the city on the enfoing day^, ami to get pofiS^kn of 
the great fquare. . ^ 

On the next morning therefore, having heard 
inafs, and recommending ourfelves to God, our three 
detachments marched againft the enemy's pofts in 
their front, Thofe commanded by Cortes and San- 
doval jnet with leis violent oppofition than that which 
fell to the lot of the divifion of Alvar ado, to which I 
belonged. In our attack upon the firft dSce, moft of 
the Spaniards received wounds, one was killed, and 
above one thoufand of dur aHies killed or wounded* 
Cortes at firft bore down all before him, and haidng 
drivea the enemy from a poft where the water was 
very deep suid the caufeway very narrow, he was in- 
duced to purfue tliem in their retreat to the city, hit 
Indiaii allies crowding clofe after the Spaniards. The 
enemy induced him by frequent halts and deigned at- 
tackft.£o continue the purfiiit, and the caufeway had 
been narrowed, to anfwcr their defign. It was the 
win of our Lord that Cortes and his captains fiiouldi 
be fo negligent ai to omit filling titó ditch which they 
had pafled. The caufeway was alfo in feme parts 
covered with Watcr^ and deep in mudw"^ When the 
enemy faw our Cortes thus run into tile* tram which 
they -had laid, nlul(itudfes in canoes Mied outagainft 
him and todc h|||iri on his flanks and rear, his own 
veffeb not being aWe to approai^ on account of the 
palifadoes. It became now necéflkry ft>r the troc^ 
to xetreat, ^xiiicli^ey did at firft with great regutari- 
.Í-- ^ ;^v tyi 
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ty, btit when they came to the narrow pafs I have be- 
fore mentioned, the difficulty of the ground, with the 
fury of the attack, from a retreat turned it into a 
race^ our people flying before the enemy without at- 
tempting to defend themiUves. Out Cortea ufed 
every exertion to rafly them, but in vain ; he received 
a Wound in the teg from the enemy on boaj^d the 
canoes at the país, where they kilted üjl of our hories, 
and carriied off feventy-two Spaniards alive* Siac 
chiefe fei^^edupon Cortes, but it was the will of God 
that he Ihould efcape, for that vaBant foldter Chrifto* 
XÚ de Oil, feeing his general's danger, ftew io his af- 
fiftance, as did another brave mim named Lerma. 
On with his own hand kilted four of the fisi Mexican 
éhtefó, gallantly lofing his own life in defence of his^ 
general, and Lerma efcaped with the greateft difficuky. 
Other folifiers now arrived to the afliftancc of our 
Cortes ; amon^ the number was Quiñones, captain 
of his guards. They took him out of the water in 
l^ir arms, and placing him on a horfe, hurried him 
<^ from the crowd of enemies, and fltórtly after, his 
major domo, named Chriftoval de Guzman, brought 
one of his owtt horfes for him. The enemy followed 
lip their áttatk with ardour, and the unfortunate 
Guzman, bdng fcized by them, was earned aKve to 
Mexico. Cortes and the Íháttere4 remains of his 
troops, purlued to the laft, arrived with great dUficul- 
tf at their quarters, where I '*iH leave them for the 
prefent, to relate W'hat happened in the divifion com- 
manded by Alvarado. - 

- . After 
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After our firft attack, wherdn wc defeated the ene-r 
my, as we were advancing, we were met by freibt 
troops in gr^at parade» besMring plumesi of feathers,, - 
and devices on their ftandards. When we came near 
them they threw down before us five bleeding heads^ 
crying out to us that they were thofe of Cortes and 
his officers, and that we Ihould meet the fime fete 
with our companions j they then marched up-, and^ 
fighting uSkfooi to foot, compelled us to retreat. We 
as tifuaJ qalled to our allies to dear the way for us, but 
in the prefent cafe thete^was no. occafion ^^ the fight 
of the bloody heads had done it cfieé^ually, nor did 
one of them remain on the caufeway to impede our 
retreat. Beforetve arrived at our quarters, and while 
the enany were purfuin^ ujs^, we heard their ibrW. 
timbáis, and the difinaj found of the great drum, 
from the top. of the prindp^l temple pf the god of 
war, whidi overlooked the whole city* Its mournfok^ 
noife was fuch as may be ima^ned the mufic oí the* 
infernal gods, and it might be heird at th^ (fiftano» of * 
almoft three íeagi^es. They were tjben Ikcrificing the • 
hearts of ten of ox^t companioiiis, to their idols. Short-^ 
ly aftet thiff the king of Mexico's horn wa» Wo#n, 
giving notice to hi^s captains ' that they were ^b/t$ *to^ r- 
take their enemies prifoners, or die in the attempt* g^ 
It is impoffible to defc^ílte the fury with which tjiey 
dofed upon us when ikcf heard this,%pal^ - Hiéiigh 
all is as pcrfea to my ric^tóioii » if pá|[ng Wtft^n^ 
my eyes, it is utterly beyond v^ poiier #«fcribe ; 
all I can fay is,it wa» €¿l%%ffl tíiat we íliofUld efca^ 
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from their hands, anc^ get back in iafety to our poft* 
Praifed b|;hc for his mercies, now and at all other 
times! 

Our cavalry made feveral charges this day» but our 
great fupport was in two guns which raked the caufc- 
way, and were commanded by a gentleman named 
Pedro Moreno de Medrano, who always bore a high ' 
reputation as an officer, but whofe fervices on this day 
were moft important, for the whole caufeway was 
crowded with the enemy. We were as yet ignorant 
of the fete of our other detachments, Sandoval was 
above half a league dillant, and Cortes mil farther. 
The melancholy fight of the remains of our country- 
men, and the lois of one of our veflels, three of the 
foldiers of which the enemy had killed, impreffed our 
minds with defpair, and we thought this the laft hour 
of our lives. The veffd w¿ afterwards recovered by 
«hat onnmanded by captain Juan Xaramillo. Cap- 
tun Juan de limpias Caravajal, who now lives in La 
JPucbla, a moft gallant officer, had the honour of being 
tb» firft who with his veffel broke through the ene- 
my*» pali&des, totally lofing his hearing, froip this 
I dayt l|^ excefs of courage. 

V . ■ ■ ■' 

Cortes, moft of whofe foldiers had been killed, 
aijd what remained alive, wounded, was attacked in 
his qiHipters by a gr§at body of the enemy, who threw 
over to hli^f tlm heads of our companions, alledging } 
them to be thofe of Alvarado, Sandoval, and others, ,, 
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* 

in order to imprds the foldiers of Corte» ah¿ our al<* 
Iks with the idea that they had been equaliy fuccefs* 
ftxl againft the other detachments* When Corte| be* 
held the horrid fpe¿bu:le his heart funk within him, 
but he kept up appearances, and, ordering all to ftand 
to their arms, tfiade a front to the enemy. He then 
&ñt Andres de Tapia with three more mounted men 
to our quarters, in otdcv to ¡skttt^aik what the fiate 
of affairs was. In their way thithet they were attack- 
ed by many bodies of the enemy, N^om the king of 
Mcxáco had placed upon a plan of intercepting our 
communications. On their artivd they found us 
engaged with the Mexican fbrcts." They at that time 
concealed the lois of Cort^, fiating it at no m(m 
than five-and-tWenty. 

k is now necefBiry to advert to Sandoral, who * 
had gone on yidorious until the defeat of Cortes ; 
after which the enemy turned on him, and in their 
firft attack kiUed two fcddiers znd waiindbd ail* the 
reft, ^ving Sandoval himfdf three wounds^ one of 
which was in the head. Am they had d^e ¿Ifewhere, 
they threw brfore his troops fix heads of thekr com- 
panions, recently taken pff, threatening them with 
thWISke fate. Sandoval was not to be terrified j he 
warned hi^foldiers to pre&rve a good countenance, 
and feeing no hopes of fiicceis, brou^^t his divifion 
bade to thtír quarters, with many wouj^ it i^ true, 
but with the lofc erf only two of their mimber. San- 
dovaftiien, wounded as he tras, leaving the command 
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isf his poft to oiptain Luis Marix^ fct out cm horfe* 
Imck to haye an interview with Cortes. As he went 
he was a£EiUed by the enemy, but he arrived at the 
general's quarters, and, addrefling him in terms c^ 
iUtprife and condolence, vSksd him how this ill fucceis 
liad happened. ^ Son Sandoval" iaid Cortes, with 
tears in his eyes, ^^ it is for my fins that this misfor- 
tune has be&Uen me ; but the £aiult is with the trea- 
furer Aldcrete, who w^s orclered by me to fill up the 
bad pais where the onemy threw us into confíifion.*^ 
The treafiirer then exclaimed, that it was with Cortes 
iumjEelf the fault lay, he having never given any fiich 
erders, but hurrying on his men after the enemy in 
iheir feigned retreat, crying, ** Forward, gentlemen ! 
forward!*' Cortes was alio very much blamed for 
uoit havingient his aUies out of the way early enough: 
llowever, I will omit to detail any more of the <x)n- 
verfation which pafied at this time between Cortes 
and the treafurer, a& it happened in the heat of anger 
and di&ppointment. Cortes was agreeably furpi^iied 
Jbgr the arrival of two of his veflfels which he had given 
up for loft, although he did not exprei& himiWf fo. 
Cortes defired S^doyal to go to our quarters at Ta- 
cuba, as he aj^rehend^d that the weight of the enemy's 
attads: would fall upon this poil, and recommended 
th^t he ihould pay attention. to our affairs, as he him- 
1^ was at prefent uMble to do fo. Sandoval, ietting 
out, arrived at Tacuba about the hour of vefpcfs. 
He alfof<mndus, as T^pia had done, occupied in re- 
jpcjpiflg the enemy, £bme of whom were attacldxxg us 
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by the caufeway, others by that of the rmned hotties* 
I \<ras at this timej together with otjier* ^ our fol^ 
, diers,up to my waift in the water, def|nding a veffel 
which was aground, and engaged with the enemy, 
who were endeavouring to get poflellion of her. Juft 
as Sandoval arrived, however, by a jgreat effort we got 
the veffel afloat, but with the lofs of ttvo of the crew 
killed, and every man on ^oard \^uYi(ied^ The ene- 
my now attacked us with mpie violence. Sandoval 
reeved a blow on the. face wit^ a ftone, and called 
to us loudly to retreat ; we not falling back as hSk as 
he wifiied, he called again to tis, alking if we wanted 
to have all the cavalry deftroyed. . We then retreated 
until we reached our poft, during the time of which 
our two guns, under the dire¿tíon of Medran#, 
tliough they frequently fwept the caufeway, could not 
prevent the enemy from following us clofely. 

Here we were for a time at reft, and engaged in re- 
lating the events which had happened *t each poft, 
when on a fiidden our ears were ftruck hy the hor- 
rific found of the grpat 4riim, the timbaU, horn and 
trumpets, in the temple #f the war god. We all di- 
refted our eyes thither, and, Ihocking te relate ! iaw 
our unfortunate countrymen driven by force, cuffs, 
and baftinades, to the place where they were to be fa- 
crificed, which bloody ceremony was accompanied by 
the moiimfulfoundof aH the inftjfumentsof the tsmple. 
We^.perceived that when they ha4 brought the unfor- 
tunate viftims to the flat fummit of the body of thi 
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rnnjdcr, whcíé were the adoratories, they put ^pmes 
upon thdfr head$, and with a land of fan in the hand 
of each) mad^ them dancé before their accurfed idois« 
"When they had done thk, they laid them upon their 
backs, on the ftone i^ed for that purpofe, where they 
cut out their heasts, sJive, and having prefented them» 
^ yet palpitating, to their gods, they drew the bodies 
down die écp& í>y 'Üie feet, where they were taken by 
others of their-*prieffs. -^ I5ct the reader think what 
^ere our fenfations bfi this occafion. Oh, heavenly 
God ! faid we tú oiirfdves, do not fuffer us to be 
facrificed by thefe- wretches ! do not fufier us to die 
fo a*uei a death 1 and then howihoddng a reñedion, 
that we were unaUe to relieve our poor friends who 
were thus murdered before our eyes ! At this moment 
*the enemy aflkiled our poft in great force, reviling us, 
and faying their gods had promifed us all to them. 
Our Indian allies funk under the dreadful ideas they 
exprelTed, when they threw among them alfo fome 
of the married remains of their horrid feafts, other 
parts being fent tound all the -neighbouring diftrids 
as a triumphant memorial. We ftill however main- 
tained póffeíSon of our poft, one half of our cavalry 
being on the caufeway and the other half in the 
town. 

Our new allies on the lake had fuffered confidera- 

bly By the enemy, having loft half their canoes, but 

they continued firm to us, from animofity to them, 

•or contented themfelves with being mere lookers on, 

• ^ Vol. II. P and 
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and did not moleftus. Coftes in confegwM^ofocflf 
lt)ffes ordered a c^ffatioii pf attatkg, which: Jaftcd íót 

é 

the fpace of four days, during which we^did not quit 
our pofts, having loft near eighty men and feven hor-' 
fes in the laft ^engagement. The enemy alfe- gained 
ground on us, and made new ditches and water cuts^ 
but we had a very <^p and defenfible one in. front 
of our quarters^ Sandoval auk! Tapia, oa their re-i 
tiurn to the general^ i?*eported to hjni the valiant man-^ 
ner in wliich our foldiers were behayinig when they 
arrived »at our poik ; Sandoval alfa mentioned me par- 
ticulary, and faid thofe things in my commendation^ 
which, exclufive of the fails being known to our 
whole army, would not be proper to repeat of myfelf# 

During this ceflktlóti, out whole force of infantry* 
kept guard on the caufeway at night, flanked by the 
brigantines, one half of the cavalry patroling in Tacu- 
ba, the other half on the caufeway¿ In the morning 
we prepared to receive the enemy^ wK« every day 
continued facrificing ott^r poor companions, and when 
they attacked, revile4 tis, laying that our flefh was 
toé bittern be eaten; and truly it feems that fuch a 
miracle was wTought, For five days túgethef the 
enemy continued their aflaults, being promifed, as 
they faid, our deftruftion, by their gods, within the 
Ipace of eight days ; but their gods, as it appears to 
me, werer perveffe .and treacherous to them, hot per- 
mitting them to think of peace, and thus leading 
them to ruin¿ This language, however, and the laft 
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menace in particular, had fuch an efFeO: upon our allies, 
together with the bad appearance of our affairs, that- 
tliey almoft entirely deferted us in the courfe of the 
night. The oaly one who remained with Cortes was 
Súchel, otlierwife Don Carlos, brother of Fernando 
lord of Tezcuco. He was a man of great bravery. His 
friends who ftaid by him amounted to about forty. 
With Sandoval, ren^^ned the chief of Guaxocingo, 
with about fifty» and in ours the brave Chichimecate- 
de, the two fons of our friend D, Lorenzo de Vargas, 
iánd about eighty Tlafcalans* ' Being queftioriéd as to 
the flight of their; countrymen, they faid, that the 
gods of the Mexicans had predifted our deftruéüon ; 
that they faw us all wounded, and many killed, that 
their own lofs was above one thoufand two hundred 
killed, and that the younger Xiotenga had from the 
firft foretold that we ihould be all put to death ; and 
therefore, eonfidering us as loft, their countrymen had 
quitted us. Cortes, though he thought what they faid 
uuich too true, put on a cheerful appearance, ridicul- 
ed the prediftions of tha enemy, and affured them 
that all would do well.. He thereby was fortúnate 
enough to induce the few who yet remained to ftay 
with us to the laft. The Indian Don Carlos, a brave 
and wife man, now repfefented to Cortes the erroncr 
ou^fyftem oh which he had afted, and alfo that which 
the fituation of the enemy pointed out, a¿yíung him 
not to fuíFer his troops to fight. " Cut off, '* faid he, 
*^ their provifions and water j there are in Mexico fa 
jnany Xiquipils of warriors, how can they fubfift ?- 



Digitized by 



Google 



io8 THE TRUE HiSTOlCf OF 

their proviiions muil at fomc time be expended, th^, 
water which they get from the wells is üft, tad they 
have no refource but from the frequent rains : fight 
them by hunger and thirft, and do not throw 
away your own force/? Cortes embraced D. Carlos 
for hi3 advice ; not that the fame h^d not occurred t0r 
inany of U9 before, but we were too impitknt. 

Cortes began upon hi$ new fyftcm, by fending orderi» 
to all the detachments to yemsun in their quitrtcri for 
the next three days. As the encany were fo ftrong 
upon the lake, we always fent out two valléis in 
company; they had now acquired the method of 
breaking through the paliíadoes by the force of oars 
and fails, when there was a good wind* Thus we 
were mailers of the lake, and alfo of afl the houfes 
which were at any little diftance from the city. 
This flackened the triumphs of the Me^dcans. As our 
veíTels broke through the enemy's pali&does, they 
could flank us while we carried oif our work> filling 
the ditches in our front. This we effefted at all our 
poft^ in the fpace of four day$, fiortes himfelf carry- 
ing the beams and earth. ' V * 

During each night of this period the enemy con- 
tinued beating thrir accurfed druna in the great tcm» 
pie. Ndthing can equal the difinal impreflion its 
found conveyed. Hiey were then in the execution 
of their infernal cerem<5me8 j the whole j^cc was il- 
luminated, and their flmelss at certain Üiteiirals pcire.. 
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ltd the air. For ten nights together were they thus 
employee in. putting to death our unfortunate cota» 
panions. Chriftoval de Guzman was the lai^ ikcrifio 
€d; he was in their hands eighteen days; this we 
were informed by fome of our priibners» and for 
every facrifice we were told that their war god re- 
aewed to them the promife of 'ñdory. The enemy 
at times during the foregoing period brought our 
own cro&-bow3 againft us, and made the unfortunate 
prifoners Ihoot them j but our poft derived its fafety 
from the excellent management of the two guns un- 
der ?• M. Medrano, and we full advanced, gaining 
every day a bridge or a parapet. Our veflels alfo con- 
tinually intercepted their canoes loaded with provic 
lion and water, alfo thofe which were employed in 
ptocuring that nutritive fubftance which when dry 
refembles cheefe, and is found at the bottom of the 
lake. In this manner of proceeding twdve or thir* 
teen days bad now pafied ; omt lives therefore exceed- 
ed the date allowed them by the predidion of the 
Mexican priefts. This gave our allies courage, and, 
in compliance with the requifiticmof our fteady friend 
Súchel, two thouiand warriors from Tezcuco returned 
to us. There came with them captain Pedro Sanchez 
Far£m, and Anthonio dé Villaroel, afterwards mjur. 
ried to La Ojeda, who had been left behind in Tezcu- 
CO. Many bodies alfo of our Tlafcalan and other al- 
lies arrived about the fame time. Cortes, having 
fum^ixoned their chiefe, made them a fpeechi partly 
of reprimand and partly q£ hopes and promif^^ con- 
* duding 
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eluding It with an admonition to tfiem not to put to 
death any of the Mcsdcans, as it was his wHh to nc-* 
gotiate for peacct 

The heavy rains at this feafon of the year were 
niuch in our favour, the enemy always relaxing in 
their exertions when they came on. We had now 
íid^ánced confiderably into the city at each of the 
three attacks j we had idfo reached the fountains <tf 
brackiih water, which we totally deilroyed, and the 
cavalry could aft through thet whole ipace which we 
had gained, as 1% was o\wr care ta ^nafce. it; l^cl iox: 
them, • 

Our general thought the prefent a good junfture 
to offer peace to the Mexicans 5 he therefore propofed 
p* three of his principal prifoners. to go with his ineC» 
¿age to their king, Guatimotzin j b^t Ihey declined it,^ 
alledging that he would certaiidy put them to ae;?ith^ 
At length however he prevailed with them to carry 
his propofal, which was to this purport : That from 
the afFeftion he bore to aU the family of the great 
Montezuma, in order alfo to prevent the deftru¿Hon 
of that great city, and the lofs of lives, he iSiras willing 
to treat oSf peace, calling to the recoUeftion of Guati- 
motzin that his troops and people were cut off from ' 
provifions and water, and that íálthofe nations which 
had formeriy been the vaffals of Mexico were now 
the allies erf the Spaniards ; with many more ftrong 
arguments to the lamcpurpofe, which the ambafl&-r 
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4orS very well yftjierftóod. Plrcvious to their agoing 
they defired that the general would provide them 
with a letter, luider which authority they widted on 
the monarchy fobbing and wailing bitterly» as know- 
ing the danger which attended their bufinefe. At 
iCrft Guatimotzin and his chiefs appeared enraged, 
but the moderation of his difpofition prevailed, and 
he refolved to call a council, compofed of the princes, 
chiefs and priells of the city. Guatimotsdn opened 
the bufinefe by expreffing his own inclination to come 
into terms, expofing the inefficacy of their refiftance, 
the defertion of their allies^ and the diftreffes of the 
people. The priefts took the oppoiite opinion. They 
reprefented the conduél of the Spaniards from the 
firft, their treatment of his uncle the great Montezu* 
ma, of Cacamatzin, and of various other princes, as 
foon as they had got them in their power ; alfo the 
death of the tvap fons of Montezuma, which they laid 
to their charge, the deftrudion and wafte of the 
wealth of Me:^co, and the marks of flavery with 
which they had branded other nations. They re- 
minded him of his own martial fame and conduA, of 
the infidiouihefs of Cortes and his oflFers, and the 
promifes of vidory they had obtained from their 
gods. Guatimotzin the^ exprefled his determination 
to fight to the laft man, and gave orders to fpare the 
provifions as much as poffible, to fink wells in various 
places, and to endeavour to obtain fupplies by night* 
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Our army remained at their pofia for two dayi»^ 
quietly, cxpcétíng the anfwer from Mexico. Vfc 
were then attacked at all points by great bodies o( the 
enemy, who fell on ug like lions, clQ^g upon and 
endeavouring to feize us in their hands, whenever the 
horn of Guatimotzin was founded. For ieyen days 
were we thus engaged, watching in a body during 
the night, at day break going into aétion, fighting 
during the day, and in the evening retiring to con- 
fole ourfelves with our mifery of maizc^ cakes, agi or 
pepper, tunas, and herbs. Our offer g£ peace only 
ferved for new nutter for the enemy to revile us on, 
reproaching; us as cowards, and faying, tliat peace 
^ifÜfiÍQt women, and arms formen. 

v 

It has been mentioned that the wretched remains 
bf our co^üitr}'mcn were f^t round to different pro» 
ces, to fummun and encourage them to co«ie to 
^^ aid of the Mexicans. In confequence, a force af- 
lemblqd from I^Iatabdngo, Malinalco, and other places 
at tlic diftance of eight leagues from^ Mexico, to fall 
on our rear, while the enemy from the city attacked 
us in fronts When they had affembled as above 
mentioned, they began to commit outrages upon the 
country betw^^ them and us, feizing the children 
^^ . in order to facrifice. Coi^plaints of this coming to 
Cortes^ he detached Andres de Tapia with twenty 
cavalry aiid one hundred infantry againft the enemy. 
This officer executed his miffion completely, driving 
^em back to their own country with lois. 

Cortes . 



VIA, kJ 



Digitized by 



Google 



TIQ: CQJ^Qjmt^ OF ?«EXipO. 1x3 

* S^Qtte$ tjieniei^t Sanflovai to ai&Otthe people of 
^e 4i^St jcaMed by us Cuernabaqi, who were attack- 
ed in the £^me jnaimer*. There is much to iay in 
yelped: to th|!s e^:peclit|Qn ; too mi^ indeed to be 
gUis jtp do juft^CC %Q it without going into the details. 
jS}i^Sil3^:it tha:t It, was mc^e peaceable than warlike^ and 
bi Xhp hiippieib efife^ for us^ Sandoval returning ac* 
cómpánied by two chiefs of the natipn }^e had march- 
jcd againft. His return wai yety l&dden^ in order to 
proteA our püfts> which were in a moil perilous way; 
4br t^ draft had difinantled them, as he had witji 
árim every man really fit for duty, being twenty ca- 
^ralry and ci^ty infantry* noweycr, he by his expe- 
*ditioii &ved both our alHes and us. • ^ 

CJortcsnow again fent an embafly to^ Guatimotziiu 
laying jie had his Monarch's orders to fave if poflibl|^ ^ . 
4hat ávfi .city ; he reminded Ouatimotzin of the 0i^ "* 
-trefe of the wretched people, and to convince him 
^that he* had no^pe from his allies, he fent tlfe mef- 
-fage by the two chiefs who accompanied Sandoval. 
The Mexican monarch returned no anfwer, except 
ordering the ambáfladors immediately to quit the ci-, 
ty. The enemy now increafed every day the fury of 
their attacks ; their expreíEons were, ^* Tenitoz re de 
^ffiHa? Tenitoz axaca ?". which means, " What ; 
iays.the king of .Caftille ? What does he now ?'* We 
ftill continued advancing towards the heart of the ci- 
ty, and obferved that notwithftanding the rage with 
which they aflailed us ( for it feemed as if they wifli- 
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cd to meet their deaths^ there was not fo ttitich 
movenjent among them as formerly, nor did they fc* 
bulily employ themfelves in opening the ditdres* We 
alfo had caufefor refleftion of a lefs pléáfant natur^fj 
which was, that our powder was ahnoft reduced* t6 
.nothing. At this moment, moft fortunately, arrived 
^ the port of Villa Rica a veffel with foldiers and 
ordnance ftores, one of an armament fitted out by the 
licentiate Lucas Vafquez de Aillon, which. had beca 
deñroyed or difperfed near the iflands of Florida. 
The relief and reinforcement were immediately for- 
warded to Cortes, hj his Keutenant, Rangel. It wa* 
flow determined by Cortes, and all the army to púlh 
for the great place or Taltelulco of die city, on ao* 
count of the principal temples and ftrong buildings 
being there. JEach of our detachnients therefore ad* 
vancod for the purpofe. Ccfftes got poffeflióa of a 
fmaU ifluare at which were fome temples ^ ht thofc 
temples Were beams whereon were ^IxcA the heads 
of many of our foldiers c their haii and beards had 
much grown. I could not have believed it had I not 
feen it with my own eyes in three days after, whcii 
our party had advanced near enough to get a view of 
them, after having filled two canals. I recognifed the 
> features of three of our friends, and tíie tears came 
intamy eyes at the fight. In twelve days they were 
aU b\iried by us in that which is now named the 
Church of the Martyrs. 

The 
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Thedétachlncnt oí Alvarado continued to advance^ 
And after, an engágenient of two hours forced thcene- 
iny from their barricades in tl^e great fquarc. The 
cavalry now rendered good fervice in the open fpacc* 
and the enemy were driven before us into the. tem- 
ple of the war god. Alvarado divided his forces in- 
to three bodi^, and while he occupied the attention 
of the ^nemy with two j he ordered the third, coni- 
«landed by Gutierre de Badajoz, to drive them from, 
and take poffcffion of, the great temple. The enemy, 
Imded by their priefts, occupied the adoratories of , 
fanéhiaríes of their idols, and repulfed our troops, driv- 
ing them down the fteps ; which being obferved by 
Alvarado, he then fent us to fupport them, and on 
our arrival, having afcended to the top, we complete* 
iy dirove the enemy from that poft ; having done which 
we fet fire to. the images of their falfe gods, and 
pkiHed our ftand^d on the fummit of the tiemple. 
The view ^ 4his fignal of viitory rejoiceá Cortes, 
who would hxa have joined iis, but he had it not ii^ 
his pow^. He was then diftant á quarter of a league, 
and had. many ditchesi to fill as he advanced-, Ipt foui; 
days from this time, both'he apd Sandoval had \vork- 
ed their way to us, and th^ communications to. the 
three pofts were opened through the centre of the 
-city of IVfexico, Thi$ attack upojj the tiemple was 
truly peribus ; the edifice vas very lofty, and the ene-i 
my numerous ; and they continued to engage us on 
the flat ground at the fummit, from the time tha$ 
we had fet fire to the idols and their adoratories un- 
til. 
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til nigk. Ute royal pakdS were ftów levelted to the 
ground, (GruátiíAotsán and his troops h^^^ng retired to 
i, quarter of the city more diftant firom the centre, uid 
towards the lake, • 

Still they attacked us in the day, and at night púté 
füed us to our quarters, and thus time pafled over^ 
and nopropofitioh was made concerning peace. Out 
chi^s then propofed a plan, of layii^ amUábades^i 
* Thirty caValfy and one hundred infaxitry of the 
«^ "^jpilaie of óüi« ahriy, together with one thoifiai^ 
TbTcalans, were pofied in ccMcealáiént in ^m^ 
iar^ houféá whidi hid belonged to a nbUenfan of 
the áfi^n Tliis Was doné during the night, Cortfcs» 
iWth the reft of his tróójte, in the morning Went toat^ 
tackipoH at abridge. Which Guatimotzin had<^ 
áered to be fÚF^><^tiéd by a large foree. * Cortes after 
*is firft átf aiik rétfeaéed, drawing the enemy ««ft^ 
luin, by the büüdittgs where the ^rdcps were flae^d 
in concealment. At the proper uÉoúiéiit he firjcd 
two Ihots dofe together iM a f^al to^4s ; we fiilidi 
out, and ^é ciiem^ being entlofiid between us, tmr 
alÚéSj and the party otGkirte&,whfch faced -about^t 
dreadful havoc was ttAdt of them, and frcrin that 
time they bh iñóre annoyed tls In^mr retreat. Anw 
ther trap Ws* alfo laid for them by ^Ahraiiado, bbt 
not with the lame fiiccdk :i wasuot^reftsnt atit,be^ 
ing ordered by Ck»tes td do Jmy for that time 
with his party, .., 

From 
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' From oar ^«af-tens we hid t^tnarch afaore half a 
lei^uB toiaaet tjbe«nemy ; -we now thar^fcRre quitted 
tHat po& altégth^ a&d lo€l^^<}^Í£lv«s ia the great 
iquare of Takdidco* Hsre We were for three 4ays 
withoat d(úig any thing -#01^ nuentioning : -we alio , 
id^)xin£)d ftota. dfeftroyin^ My ot^re ef t^ve city, in the 
fcdpet of peace. 

Com» 9t úns timé fent t(r.45aat«!botEÍn, reqtteíling 
1^ to fttrruoiler, ufideir the* ftrongeft afibrances of*,' 
d^fiog th«s; ^enkiiáe of ptmbr outid ftofiotirE. Ife ^ ' 

is hk fituálidaip^flnieted, of psi^vifions, breads fewis» 
liniit,^aBd;gaSfe. ^uai^lnotziH, te ^e^iia» advji«d t« 
do by th^fe #h»i& tee éoltfull»d/ iiiffimtdated, and 
«Sétofed'incHliíid ^ 1 pacififea^nu He fent four of hb 
lirliid^ >á«bSfty, «ítíb a |Q:Mdifó td awne to an inter- 
view "with "Ckftm 5» thipee 4ay»; &ut this was a» ' 
Mgi^Ai ht «iipltf^ táflá tíAw ih fonifyinghis quar- 
ttí'ítflhétówH/aliíi irtütíiig jptepatatiotó to attack 
titf. tíe íÉTo ériééavouríd t<i flÉ»>uíe>üs by afécond 
étiúm% but %c Wfetts ntow advtfea of his ftáiemes. 
I» fta, frenri wtertfhc "wW ttíld fty- «hiSfé ábout hitn, 
tód from íhe ^esániple of ^k' Hancte S^oíitezuma, he 
i^ás afráid to t^ft %&nftí ^tih ^íür ternds. Sut the 
h^ wais foonitfasttiVB off j wte wé^. ktttiacgd hy great 
hí^íS of the ettertiy; ^h fuch vfel^ncte thitt it ap- 
ptaréd ÍIS if all^wtó'^^nnJflg'Briew. Ha^ftg been 
tather ti^nty &4tpjqáe, thiey<ifid-us at firftfome mifc 
chief, killed one foldier, and two horfes j but m4:l» 

end 
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end we fent them back with very littk to boaffi o¿ 

Cortes ordered his troops now to proceed againft Uiaf 

part of the city where the quarters of Guatimotzia 

were ; accordingly we began upon our former fyftemt 

and gained ground as we had before done elfewhere^ 

When the king perceived this, ke defired an interview 

with Cortes, on the fide of a large canal which wa? 

to feparate them. To this Cortes readily afientedy 

Und it was to take place cm the enfuisng morning. 

Cortes attended, but Guatimotzin never appear^ ^ 

inftead of which he fent fe»eral of hia {^incipal no-^ 

1)ility, who iaid that the king did> udt thiiik proper 

•to come, from an apprehenfion that wc might Ihool 

hifa during the parley, Cortes then, migag^by the 

moil foknm oaths not to 4o him any iojury v^hat*» 

ever^ but it was of no e&ét A ridiodoAiS 4rce wa5 

played here : two oi the jiobUity, wha atteinded oft 

the part of Guatimptziii, took o^t of a lack, bread, a 

fo>;rt| and cherries^ which they begaa to eft, m or4e« 

to imprefe the Spaniardswith.an id«a that they wer^^ 

tjiQt in want. Cortes, fejeing the manner in which he 

* was treated, fent back an hofiile meflage, and retired. 
After this we were left unmolefted for the ipact of 
four or five days. During this time njiiabers of 
wretched índiíin?, reduced by famine^ f^rcfunded o\ir 

Quarters every night.w Cortes- pitipd their miferable 

• fituatipn, and hoping that it might indue» the enemy 
to come into terms pf ^ccpmmod^U)?^ ordered the 

^ ceffation of hoftilities.to beiftri£tiy, adhered to } bpt nq 
overture of the kind was made 

There 
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There ^;^^as in the army of Cortes a foldier who 
%oafted of having^ fisnred in Italy, and of the great 
battles which he had feen there. His name was So- 
tdo, and he was a native of Seville. This man was 
eternally taUdng o£ the wonderful military machines 
which he knew the art of conftruding, and how he 
could make a ftone engine which ihould in two days 
deftroy that whde quarter of the dty where Guati- 
- mot^ had retreated. He told Cortes fo many fine 
tfitngs of this kind, that he perfuaded him i^o a trial 
of his eiq>eriments, lime, ftone and timber beiag 
brought, according to his defire. The carpenters 
were alfo fet* to work, two ftrong caWes were madc^ 
and ftones the fize of a buihel were pr^ared. The 
machinery was now all ready, the ftone which was 
to be gefted was put in its j^e, and the whole ap« 
paratus was played off* againft the quarters of Guati- 
motzin. But behold I inftead o£ taking that direc- 
tion, the ftone flew up vertically into the air, and re^ 
turned exaéily into the place from whence it had 
been launched. Cortes was enraged and aihamed : 
he reproached the foldier, and ordered the machinery 
t<> be taken down ; but ftill it continued the joke of 
die army* 

Cortes now gave orders to Sandoval to go with th# 

flotilla againft that part or nook of the dty whither 

Guatimotzin had retired, cautioning him at the fame 

time not to kill or injure any Mexican, unlefs he was 

., ... attacked^ 

♦ From the platform of a theatre. 
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attacked^ noir.eun tliáttQ jdo sabre iLl^n- was üBíb* 
bitdy neceflaiy for }(i»o\mdÍ3fisnoe ;imtiA lewd iñibá 
hou&Si and the many advanced McorkBi\v1üdktkeener 
my bad maide in the Isdce» > Cortes ^Efcendcd then iolo 
the great tempk, with iavierai .of Ms officers ^oA ití& 
diers, to ofciferve the movsements of .his:fle¿tu/ Whéa 
Sandoval approached the queers of Oiiaiimotzinv 
that f>ñnce) who had great aj^rekehfiotis of belag 
made prifoner^ availed himfeUFjof the peepa|fttloi» 
which he had made for his dCbape, and eixd>arkm¿ 
}umíelf, his family^ his cpyitiers and o^icers, with 
their ffioft valuable éfíe¿ls, .on boiurd fifty JaFge. pira;, 
guas, the whcde body iet off for iihe ^nain land, as ^did 
aUiús nobility atid chiefs m \^iious dirediong. l^n- 
dovai,' who was at this time^ccujaed in Quddng Mb 
way by tearing down the houfes, ^ecei^sed iiinnediate 
notice of the fli^t of Guatimotzin. He infiantly icj^ 
out in the purfuit, giving ftrid orders that noirgurf 
t)r infult jhoifld be oSetcd^ but that eadi :fliauld Jceep 
afteady eye upooa the royal veflel,. and dolus ¿ittmoft 
to get poiMion of it* He pa^oilárly.dire&ed, liaw* 
ever, Garci Holguin, lus intimate ¿iend^and.qiptaih 
^^he quicken fsuler of thefleet, to make foortbat ps^rt 
of the ihore whither Guatimotzin >vas moft likely ito 
go.* Accordingly this officer followed his inftruc- 
tions^aad fsáling in with the veffids^dfroittcc^taittííar- 
ticiilarst'inits appparanc^, fti*uj^ui3e and awning, he 
«fcertained ihat which the ^kihg was <m board Jrfl 
He made figns to the peofde jn it>to .bring to, bi)t 
«without effed ; he then ordered his crofe-bow-men 
- 'I ** .- and 
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afi4 múQutbKTñ to preftnt^ upoa wkiáx Ouatiinotxin 
caSc4 out to «kooi not to fiioot, andyi^ypnuidiiiig the 
vxSA, a(dmM9lidged himielf for wJut lie w»» dcdiir* 
uig hisittditiefcto fttbmit, andgo with tk»i to thdr 
gcnend, Imt reqmftmg thit Jds qimiiy his children 
9Ik1 «ttmcfatnts ftouid be fiiffinred to remain unmo- 
kficcL .Hdgoin teccived hhn with the greateft re- 
%éft» Mgvthcr with his ipioen^ and twtnt/ of his no- 
Witf^ He iinted them on the poop of his flnp^ and 
provided refirtlhments for them, oommabdiiq^ that 
the i»n^;ttaf which carried the Idng'a dbOs ibonld 
Mbw untáuched. 

'. SbuadovalatdtirmomentmadeafignalibrtheflcttiL 
la to dofe jip to him, and perceived that Gnattmot'^ 
db waspr^ner to Holguin, who was taking Uiii to* 
Costas* upon this ho ordered his rowers to exert 
then* utmoft to faring him up to Holguin's YcSdj 
and hairing «nrhred fay the £de of it, he ddmaaded 
Goatisfiotzin to be ddivered to hkn^ as general of 
die whole forces tet Holguin refofed» aUedging 
tint he had no dam whatever. A vefiel, which 
wcDt to carry the intdligence of the great event, 
brottg^ alfi> to Cortes who was then on the fum- 
«lit of the great temfde ki the Tatedulco, xcery near 
die pan of the lake where Ouatimotain was capbircd, 
an account of the cUi^piite between his officers^ Cor* 
tes inftantly dí4>sktched captain Luis Msoin and 
Frandico de Lug09 to bring the whole party toge* 
th^ to his €p;iarters, and thus to ftop all litigation ; 
Vol. II. R but 
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but heenjcñáed them not to oflOiit treating Gn^tí/t 

motzin and his queen with the greateft refpeft^ 

, During the interval^ he employed himfelf in axrai^ 

¿ng a ftate, as well as he could, with ck>ths and man^^ 

des. He alfo^ prepared a t^ble tñth re&eihmentiir 

lb rc<*hwrtiisprifoners. As foon as they appeared^ 

he went forward to meet them, and embracing GfU9ti^ 

motzin, treated lum and aU his attendants with every 

mark «f nrefpeft. The unfortunate monarcb^with 

tears in fiis eyes, and finking under afllidion, them 

áddrefied faim in tlie following, words z ^^ Malintzin ! 

Ihav^donathat which was my duty in thf defence 

of my kingdom sftid people j my efforts have failed, 

and being npw^ brought by force^ a prifoirar in your 

hands, draw that poniard from your fide and ftab mc- 

,to the heart/* Cortes embraced aaid ufed evéry^ ex* 

- prefiion to comfort hijn, by affurances that he held him? 

in hi^h eftimation for the valour and firmnefehe had 

lhewn,,andthathe had ^required a fubijoiffion fro» 

him and the people at the time that they could no 

longer ieafonably hope for fucceis, in wder to prevent 

further deftrudion ; but that was all pall, and né 

more to be thought of ; he Ihould continue to reigpy 

over the people, as he had done before. Cortes the» 

inquired srfter his queen^ to which Guatimotzin repli-' 

ed, that in confequence of the compliance of Sandovai' 

with his requefti Ihe and her women remained in the 

piraguas, until Cortes ihould ^cide as to their fate; 

The general then caufed them to- be fent for, and 

treated them in the befi: manner his fituation afford.- 

\ cd.. 
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mL The evening was drawing on, and it appeared 
Kkely to rain ; he therefore fent the whole royal £imily 
^Xiluyoacan, under the care of Sandoval. The reft 
t)f the ti'oops then returned to their former quarters^ 
4re to ears of 'Dicüba, and Cortes, proceeding to 
Cuyoacan, took the command there, fending 8tnd0^ 
val fo refume his nation at Tepeaquilla. Thus was 
the fiegeof Mexico brought to 1 eondulion by the 
capture of Guatimotzih and his cluefs, on ^e thiri- 
teenth of Auguft, at th« hour of vefpers, Jbeing the 
day of St. Hyppolitps;, in the year of OM Lord tine 
thoufand five hundred and twenty-one. Glorified be 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and our lady the Hdy Vir^a 
Mary, his blefied mother,^ Ameii ü 

Jn tlie night after Guatimotzin was made piifoner^ 
there was the greateft tempeft of rain, thunder, and 
Hghtning, efpecially about midnight, that ever was 

' known j but all the foldiers wer^ as deaf as if they 
had been for an hour in a lleqple, wth the bells rin^- 
ing about iheir ears. This was owing to the conr 

*tinual noife of the enemy for ninety-three days ; 

♦Ibme preparing their troops and bringing them on, 

tfliouting, calling and whiftling, as fignals to attack 
us on the caufeway j others in the canoes coming to^ 

* attack our veflels j ibme again at work upon their 
palifadoes, or opening the ditches and water imts., and 
inaking ftone parapets, or preparing their magazines 
of darts and arms, iind the women fupplying the 
ilingers with their ammunition. Then, from the 
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temj^es and adoratsories of tiietr accurled iddb» tile 
timbak and iicims, and the mournful found of thcif 
great drum^ and other difmal noi^s, were inceffimtly 
availing our ears, fo that day or night we oould hard^ 
ly hear each c^Jier fpeak» But tht& dins umnediate-' 
ly cea&fl.on the capture of Ouatimotaán, for which, 
reafon, ag I have obferved, we felt like fo tnaikf nieii 
juft cfiaped from a ñteplc where all die bdU jirere 
nn^ng about our ears. 

Cuatimotim was of a noble appearance, both in 
pcrfón and countenance; his features were rather 
large, and cheerful, with fivety eyes* Ifis age wat 
about twenty.threc or four years, and his ct)m|>k9ck>n 
very fiur for an Indian. His queen, the niece of Mon- 
tezuma, was young, and very handfome. 

In regard to the díí|)ute between Sahdoval and 
Holguin, Cortes related to them the circumftancc 
from the Roman hiftory, of the capture of Jugurtha, 
and the difpute of Marlus and Sylta, abcftit whicA of 
tftigm ihould have the honour of it, and that this dif- 
pute was produ¿Hve of tnoft fatal dvil wars j but hid 
that he would lay the whole affair b^re his Majefty, 
by whofe arbitration it ihould ht decided which of 
the two ihould have the a¿tíon embhueoned in hk 
arms. In two years from this time the Emperor's 
orders upon this fubjefk arrived ; they were to this 
p\xrpofe i that Cortes ihould bear in his arms the ieven * 

kings;- 
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kb^» tepre^dng Montezuma^ Guatuti^xin^ aad . 
the princes of Tezcuco, Iztapalapa, Cuyoacan, Tacuba 
and Matalzingo. 

What I am g(ñng to mention is truth» and i fwear 
and Áy Aben to it. I have read of the deftni^ian 
ofjerufi^m» but I cannot contare that the mortality 
there* exceeded this of Mexico j for aB the peopk 
from the ¿Bftant provinces which belpi^ed to this 
enpire had concentrated themfeWes here, where 
tfaoy moiUy cSied. Thfe ftreets» the %ttares,.t!^ 
honies and the courts of the Taltcfadco, were cover^ 
ed with dead bodies; ure could not ftep without, 
treading oti them; áie lake and canalg ware filled 
w4th themi ^^d the fiench was imoletabie. For this 
re^on our tf oops immediatdy 2£ipr the capture of 
the royal faaiHy retired to their quarters. Cortes 
hiuik&if iras for £ome time ul from the eflEe£k of it* 

>k 

The veflMs were now the beft fituation, thofe on 
board carrying -away all the plundar, for they had ac- 
cefs to houfes in the water which were not in our* 
reach. They atfo found what the Meidcans had con-^ 
cealed in the reeds, and on the bordas of the kke, 
and intercepted that which was carried out of our 
reach by water* We on land gained neofhing but 
honour and wounds. The wealth our navy got was 
much more than we could guefs at ; Ouatimotzin 
and all his chiefs declaring, when inquiry was made 

as 
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«s to 4iie public treafure, tkit it had mofily fallen tntg 
their hands* 



t TPo return to the ftatc of Mexico. Guatimótzín 
now tequefted of Cortes that permiiSon Ihould be 
given to dearie city entirely of tlie inKabitants, in 
order to purify it and reftore its falubrity. Accord* 
ingly ttey were ordered to remove to the neighbour- 
ing towns, and for three days and three nights all the 
caufeways were fuH, from one end to the other, of 
men,. womenÉnd children, fo weak and fickly, fqualid 
^d dirty, and pelftilential, that it ^^as mifery to be» 
hold them» When all thoíe who were able had quit- 
ted the city, we went to 'examine tlie ftatc? of it, 
whic^»j)(rafi as I have defcribed. The ftreets, c<nirts' ' 
and houfes wqfe covered with dead bodies, and fome* 
ddüerable wretches were creeping about, in the differ- 
ent ibges of the mcáloffenfivc diforders, the confe- 
•quences of fkmiñe and improper food. The ground 
was aU l^oken up to get at the roots of fuch vegeta- 
tion ask afforded, and the very trees were Uripped' 
of their bark ! There was no frefh water ih the town, 
j^ring all their diftrefe, however, though their con/ 
ftant pra¿tíce was to feaft on fuch as they took prifp- 
ners, no inftancr occurrediof their having preyed on 
each other} and certainly never exiiied fince the 
creation a people which fuffered fo much from hun^ 
ger, thirft, and warfare. 

Afteif' 
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\ .After having returned thanks to God, Cortes dc-r 
termined to celebrate his fixcceis by a £eftival in Cuy- 
cacan. A veffel had arrive at Villa Rica with a car- 
go of wine, and hogs had 'been provided from tha 
ifland of Cu|?a. To this entertainment he invited aU^ ' 
the officers of his army, and alfo the foldiers of eitiipa- 
tion, and all things being prepared^ on the day ap- 
pointed we waited on our general. When we came 
to üt down to dinner there were not tables for one half 
of lis; this brought on great confufion among the 
company, and indeed for many reafons it would hsrve 
been much better let alone. The plant of Noah 
was the caufe of many fooleries and worfe iiings : it 
made fome leap over the tables who afterwards couldT 
^ not go out at the doors, and many rolled do^MI the 
fieps. The private foldiers fwore they would buy 
horfes with golden hameis ; the crols-bow-men would^ 
ufe none but golden arrows. All were to have their 
fortunes made. When the tables were taken away 
the foldiers danced in their armour, with the ladies, 
as many of them as there wei:e, but the difproportioa 
in number was very great. This fcene was truly ri.^ 
diculous. I will not mention the names, fuffice it (a 
fay, a fair field was opened for fatire. Fra. de Olme- 
do thought what he obferv^ át the feaft, and in the 
dances, too fcandalous, and complained to Sandoval ; 
and the latter direéüy told Cortes how the reverend 
father was fcolding and grumbling. Cortes, difcreet 
in all his aftions, then came to him, and, affefting to 
cjifapprove the whole, requefted that he would order 
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ft üSeaín^m^ and thaiddgiviiig, aad preach a feriioii ? 
M theToldiers on Ae moral and r^g^oiis duties* 
Fnu BartÍK)loixie wa& lughly pfea&d at tMs, tluaidng 
it had originated fpoatanconfly frcHn Cortes«^é not 
* l»owing that the hint had beoi given láéíhy Sando» 
▼aL Aeooidingly the crudfixes and the image ^ 
our Lady, w^i^ bome in fotonA' procefliop^ «ritb 
drams and fiandards ; the fitany was ñuig doxing 
the ca:emony9 Fra« Bartholome preadied and jAotiU 
scared the iacrament^ and ve laCiurned thVnki to 
God lor our viétory» * - 

Cortes now took leave of his aBies, the Tfcrfb&n 
ciifefs, and alfo of Suche!, othcrwifc Don Carlos, a 
very brave man, as was another, a captain of finne 
dty near the fake, the name of wh^ I forget ¡ but 
he did wonders** l^ny others who had rendered us 
Jtnoft important fervices dcpart¿& at the fiime time. 
Cortes (fifiniffed them all to their homes with many 
embraces, thanks and compliments, promifing that he 
would foon make them. rich, and great lords, and 
gi*e them lands and vaffais, fo that they took thdr 
departure in high ^irits. They had however fecured 
fcmiething more fubftantiai than promifes, for they 
were well loadeft with the phmder of Mexico } nor 
were they behind the enemy in ifieir cannibal feafis, 
carrying with them portions preferved, to fupply 
iheiJr frifends oii their return Ifeome» 

Now 
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rage» wliidi cau&d nlc to jdmüiko. ^J^trgnsi .and v» 
* common dangers ; for in that day I conlideted my« 
Icif xJnsA irafiaaft jfakfi^r^ mé^sfr^jíñ i&^m&^hy 
^ tuid .«ayui^ teid^ Huí yí^ifihiwm mtn^^^hy 
the boldcft^ and I was alway;^;^9i|4iE.ithf,qy3^jgíiWiy 
iC2q[>tamé As I have before obferved, when I iaw my 
companions iag|£^ced^ their hearts taken out palpitat^^ 
mgj and their 1^ and arms cut off ^d eaten, I fear- 
ed it might one day'o» other be my own lot, for they 
had me in their hands twice, but it was God's will 
that I ihould efcape ; but I remembered and thought 
on what I had feen, and from this time I feared that 
cruel death ; and this I mention, becaufe before I 
went into battle I felt a great depreffion and uneafi- 
neis. about my heart, and then, recommending toy&lf 
to God and his blefled mother our I«ady, the inftant 
I was engaged with the enemy it left me. Still I am 
furprifed that it came Upon me when I ihould have 
felt more valiant than ever, on account of the many 
l^aitÜcs in which I had been engaged. But I declare 
1 never knew what fear was, until I fitw the maffacre 
Vol. IL S of 
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bl the Icventy-two fóldiers. iLct thdTé cavaÜcfs^ who 
hat^e *teeny íi cle%e¿¿te^ báttlci árid^iiiortal {dangers 
now dedde whaf was the cauíe br inf féattí^ 'liay 
that it was excefi bf courage; and for thii'tfeafon; 
f&a^ Iknew the gir^tndK titilé' danger fiit6w^^ 
^vtts determined to goj and knowingly and volíitítári* 
ly enccmntered it. Mimy engagefilefttB áare-írdAcd* 
in myhiftory befides thofe I was at ; but if xrif body 
' were of iron,' I couki-tíot tiave becte it att ; ^andi *¿S& 
^uch oftefíer wbunáed than whole. v' ¿:;' - 

r muft obferve, that the Mdsácaasr did not-kill ifcflr 

íoldíer$^ but wounded and car/ied "them* oflF, %o-<í^díi» 

*fitíe dive to their g(/ds* ;- ' Í ' J^'id erlt 
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' V ' CHAPTER I. 

'IñmfáShn^ and Oceurterues in Hew Sfain fubfequent H 
íb¿^Cénquéfi. 

AFT £ A the '9:»Lq.u^^ as foon as Cortes had lev 
JQdre to turn his mind to obje^ of police and 
internal regulation, he dircéled that the aqueduits 
Ihpuldilj? reftored, and the city cleared of the dcacl, 
X4¡> that Mdthiii two, mopths it might beinhabite^d as 
befprq^ The palaces and houfes he ordered to be re- 
paired, and pointed out that part ^thich was to be in- 
^ habited by the natives, and that wMch was to be re* 
fisr ved for the Spaniards* 

Guatimotzin now applied, in the name of many of 
hisj principal nobility, to Cortes, requefting that he 
would 0rder fuch of their women of rank as had been 
taken^ by pur ibldiers, to be deUvered to their hufr 
bandsrand fethera* The general foimd fome difficul- 
ty* in this, but agreed ta permit them to make fearch, 
^nd fuch as ,wiflied to return, he affured them that 
he would caufe to be given up. They fearched 
tjurpugh every houfe^ and though the women hid 

themfelves. 
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tHemleHres, f Rey found many, but very fínií^é^S, 
clined to return ; they'dedared that they detefted the 
Idohtry <^'t¿^l<l3taátryiii:á ^ aiíi^ }ti< adcUtion^, the^r 
were many of them pregnant j fo that of the whole 
number three only. nEcnt Jimclua-llieú: ^wilies. 

One of the firft ipi^^ wof i^ uxulertaken was an 
«r&nal in the city, fo fituated as to include out; fio», 
filia. Mrí^t3db:^g^i6^cbie^-i!áAfh^ 
pointed alende, unti} the .^i^ of Saks^ de la Per 
drada..^^^ the gold, iilver, and jewels, whkh were 
iióyriióaéS^if^M&ácéf a»í»(|tfC«;d^6tfié paTtty ánü 
ioí thm hi>fid«tkl;.áaíd e^t^ t&oaú^ttd crom^. It 
vnátéj^éá'' Ú^ é^táfSütot^ 'ted ^«^ gféáf 
■quáHtkiés ifttb ^ 'h¡¿t fótf¥d¿)'» béfisté l^tbr^k^lr 

-ble &áte Káld' ffll^ «6 «^ áBMf itO^tóúiofá' whó 
fcrved ón ítóárd'feé «8e!r^ 'GifñM *'»*& Wdt íbN^ té, 
tiññk Guatifhíkifia' tí if €6né^^v tSí hopa ^ ob^ 
taiaing it all for himfdf. It Wtó t^eü pr'itpc^ té 
put both Guatimotzin and his confidential friend the 
jtónfcé of Tátüba fo the «e^tfifó, té feStért cohfí^oii 
from-iheni; tifié '^asíStíSifl^ ^íjárf mtiímy W tht 
indfoátíbtí 5Íhta d^)íai*Íóa'(^ éí#ee§, Wte$- ÉiftdAíHSI 
aí)prcívcrffifchífe a« tHmitf^ékg aJSüiíittad b^. 
áperfon io MSii^i4léá a|% C»uatiMt9t!Üiir;ÍQite wfad 
\íras abfohi«^íft6í»dR ^f 3 <^e&ífyi*f ¿8 ft»iWÍ4sQ^ 
than Caftillfe. ''fe Mtíwa- íé afi tií(íüÍ3freS>íh<P íaig'i 
officers protáled íHát íKgi» ''«^ iK> tncWs ihm^iM 
had been pfoaúéeá, <í^iiüíi»%eil á»áted Máiíüíl iñto 

• bars 
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|^¿ did üm'dsítí^ thrae hdffibid áiüjkághty Ühaa^ 
úSAtmi^úi, ■ 'Fr0ffi; ^is ^ó fiíth f«r khi Impero^ 

. fuggefted lici'^ trístíiwét ^isldenító Játat thé geflérJá 
Qbje^sd to GuatimQtzin being tortured, in order tg 
gel t^di^dtílnífllí; ><^ttes wasthQr€^c^«bUgedt(> 
Í«9V¿ ti|b ux^rtüdatc kin^caci tbeü- dií^oÉily á§ ^iv^ 
sis tberloird qf T^tc^b^ Wl^t tMs inbtiiasin ^ac^ 
e9^QÁ?ted firtnsi^lijeiaxni^ á co&feí&dil t&^ t|ey had» 
four difsprewoiil.tq the fut»eh<tei-j tliioiim treafure 
ÍBtodieJaÍíe,OTdalf9-tl|e!H(iuflaÉfts> Iw^iW, suidothet 
aittH^ táJtén ñxna m i^ Qor %}»^«aAd iá t^ laft do. 
fgai: of Cories. The placiswlrtch OuatíÉfféfeiíi pbiriti. 
ed <Jttt «^as-feáidied by 1^ bdl fAV5«toéfe, to no eficft 
«'hjitéVér. íft a deep pbtí&attís^^küé w^ femnd a 
fiin<^ féli4 góía, fiáffláf Wthát^ #hich Monte^mna 
had ^^ üs,^ Wfth rfeány drjoamteistó of-íknafl vdue; 
thíí pííiVké píroptírtf of éúatimrtán. , Oh the tor», 
turé ^ páÁée úí Tacuba dédáitd tííát h« had gdd 
»t 1ft)ínte kú-ge héüfe* hfe póflfeffed four leagues from 
€he téwii ¿tf T^tffti 4Sd tfeat» if théi*, he would 
p^t (MU: tlú i^ Mrhi&teít «ías butifed. Alví*ado«id 
fix fiildlersj wh<a-€óf Tttrais iose, áfccofajiaaifed hia 
«mtíí } 'ívfiéfr'^ í»$v^ ftSdétfa^ed h« had íwd fo 
}n-hlai>ía of 'dyiag^/^'-'ífee ^adj for *1*¿ hé Md nd 
ttélfuf fe Whatever } Í6 'We i^émaifted xndthóut any 
fíitoJ» -gdd t«y^n«át. I^e^fea fei -lltót the'fi-tíafñry 
«^ ffliáisólbea») *-lÉi#e.tíÍfi(e befofe.it caflieim 

:•/■,.' , t^ 
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to . Ovatb^t^xLh :.kandsi; :Qii4 • I <3tiid^ 9myi: ptjiicrs 
wboiaw it at firít:kiie^ifc3g>pearcd.t0 b^U^ Fprth 
x\^:?vhai:h ytxixhai brcmght out to jhavfeiiis Mar 
j^*s (lme\dc^u¿ted. iK)1^fenred mwyj^^tidtes ;of 
remwrkiiWcitttd curious iworkmiuilhip.ipiflrtig.^t that 
imf i they wcte takeit ftu: -thfi/pubUc . {¡srvk0. 

,- : I aod íeycn4-,g<k)d divcm Xearchcdithíití ipart of the 
Jake whkh had been pomted outr by Guatii^Qtzin» 
and we , found fome pieces of gcdd of little value^ 
yliich v?^re, im^^^ediatcly? dahned by Coxtes and^iU- 
dergtc. They alio, fent ^wa pa&iis,^ '^^ 
themf^vgs pi^irf^t, Mt , ail they, obtsmiiadf remounted 
to Jeis than th^.yaliie pf .niaety crownsk: This node 

mere triflgs cm? ihares, aftihey i«^ called, caine: t!pv 
^ For this jceafon Fi:a.^Bai^^me, and Qther. ia^v^tx^ 
and captains,; inq]^í3pnte4taCffl5l^^tí \t/xo'9ÍA bQ 
bcft to divide tfy^t, wh^cj^^fell tp the ípí^ of il^e wlyde 
army, amcmg the wounded, the halt, theJxUnd, the 
deaf, the f5;orchedi an^^l^e-fickj an4 th^t i^gfe whq 
ha4 efcaped found wo^ld renounce their clwEns«, 
'this they faid .upon ail expeétatjpn that it might 
draw out fome <rf the tr^eafiire which th^y fi^eAed 
was cDnceated. (>)rte3íi:efAií9d;th2a; h^woidd inquii^e^. 
and re£]tify all.^^ Our cs^ms.and l¡Qkü^$ w^r^jtá^^n, 
curious to knpw^whjtt tJ^e íh^ujfsi^cíttn^'^^^fflr^,^^^ 
9ian. Oncaflftsgit;;}^,' \t appeajrSt tli^i tq q^ch 
horfeman. . there: <aioe onc^ r J?^^tidrf djCi;ofvnf> ^^nxj, to 
^achiirfantry;ÍQyíprcJJfifg^^^^ow f¡m 

4 , would 
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would áccéi» it; ' Thkdid not quiet the; felcUers i 
they dkrfriured íouitty, aiiaá ¿urcufód' the treáfurer.' 
He to eia:ulpíate himfelf íaid that they: ihoiild'tíainc 
Cortes, who ^d taken out a fecond fiftfei^' faimielf^ 
and alfoa deduAion íbí^ Ic^ of hbrfes, and had re- 
iained from ^the common 'ftock many pieces of 
wrought gold to icnd to his lÍíajefty;''The fdiáiérfroí 
NárVaez, who iiever Kked Cóftító thofoughly, iASiÚd 
hot ^take their paltry Jhares : and as Coites now lodg- 
ed at Cuyoacan, in large btíüíBíigs 'with" wMfc wálls^ 
very well adapted for fcribUing on, there appeared 
év¿fy mbniing líbcB'kgía^ in ^rofe opverfe* 

The idea cf one of them Was,' that as the planets 
Toinetimes^w^ent a little out^ of ^thdr ccncrrfe, hixt ^by 
the order of hatiire i5>eedifjr 'téverteí to it again. To 
if was with Córtiéat and Ws áitft&itín. ' Anbther !kid 
^ were 'teóí^ conquered' by^Górtes than^Meidce by 
TUS-, and that we weife not the "^iítórs^irfNeWíBpiaLÍni 
fk€ the i^qtii&ed of 'CDMiflC ' «¿flic «icb^at he 
feáa 'taken"hi^ fifth as general, ana a fecoiki tó king* ; 
imd others a]^ain that Velalquez had incúifredíiB the 
i¿s^pifafe,' and Cortes reaped Isai the profit; Ifecofleék 
thfe words of one only: théy'Were, • .:; í; 

• : *^Qw trille eftacl alma mea, 
^ . " Hafta^que la parte vc^ !•" 

Many wete written iñ füdii a ftyle as is not fit for 

me to relate, aiid fome had a ttirn and witty^ point 

mthem whkji litm ¿ot able ¿d give*: Cortesías a 

;['^ ^ , poet» 

# How anxious I am for a partition of plunder j 



Digitized by 



Google 



»3S f m&í ^m^"^mQm'0?'- 1 

day, obftmng the Wíft»«!CBTpi^í iy¡^, íl<(?Bb!ft« 

W^p? 'aoi^d^eá } . a -irpí^tó^r ¡lyas ;^lai, fot ; '^ 

.|)e.fiíttt^«fc-;^|t2ciír:J)iíC-á^f«i4SftñT^^^ 

to appf eciate each áfl¡»^/S?íii<íi^ Í»hPÉk3¿^ 

' tag to théir award withift two years. The value of 

the gold was dfo juttrilfby ídcre^fÉi the sdlqy j 

this was intended tüikíifé'iik in óé^^tSañjí with the 

^ary e^, ^4^ey,\iirpcejp|rgpai€^ íjw)[ ad«jlj9d/:>?/icSj?^ 

^SBB^* called here Tepuz<]ue ; for which reafon we 

..■•:.:. •■-...;, ■..■..■.-:,■ , . - call 
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icall any one of an inferior degree to another of the 
iame name^ Don Juan, or Don Aloftzo Tepuzque, or 
the eopper Don Juan, &c. The abufes refulting from 
this being made known to his ftfajefly, he waa pleaf- 
cd to forbid the currenqr of this bafe metsd, order- 
ing it to be taken in duties until it was all drawn 
over to Caftüle, and that no more of it Ihouldbe 
made. At this time two goldfiniths were hanged 
here for running bafe metal with the legal mark. 

I have digreffed for fome time paft, and will now 
'return to the thread of my narrative. Cortes, as 
the beft way to get rid of troublefome com|ianiops 
and demands, determined now to fend out colonies^ 
and make fettlements at convenient fituations. For 
this purpofe Sandoval was ordered to Tuftepeque^ and 
Guacacualco. Juan Vdafqu^ was to go to Colima^ 
one Villa Fuerte to Zacatula, Cliriftov2¿ de Oli to 
Mechoácan, (he was at this tim? married to a Por- 
tugueze lady named Donna Phillipa de Aranja) and 
Francifeo de Orozca to Guaxaca* 

At this time the chiefs of tlie diftant provinces coül4 

not bring themfdves to bdieve that Mexico was de-' 

ftroyed : they therefore Í2ató deputations to afcertain 

the truth, and alfo to offer themfelves as vaffals to 

iiis Majefly th« cmparor. AH made great prefents 

of. gold to Cortes, and many came in perfon, and 

iMTOught their children to fee the ftate of that power 

ii)nce 
Vol. XL T 
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ofice fo féai-ed Iff thfetii, ahd üfed tó tíxptéís t^nr- 
feiveá ss we íay, «' heíe" f roy ttfwíí fttK>d.** * ' . 

Curious readers will be deííí*6üs £a know hdvtr it 
tizp^hedj that the cóñqüerotá df Meiicor, v^íití hátd 
gone thícmgh filth dangers to oBtáih pofleAioii ú£ 
that^cíty, flidüld ííofW ^uít it to íearch for ne\\r fet- 
tie»ents. Tb this í í^ly, thát the Sdok^ Which cóíí- 
tained the actxrixilts of l^Otitezúmíi's írevéíiUe^ tt^re 
«gunined to find from whence the gold, and other 
Valuable articles of trlbuféf, filth SÉ5 cacao, arid tot- 
ton manu^afhires, were feüt j ándít Was c^ thei^ ffó- 
dudíve (feftríéfcs that We Wifliéd te g^o. Éffjedally, 
We, Were led by the example 6f SatldóVáil, whQ, bdilg; 
known to ht the particular friend of Cdttes, it ^^2á 
not t¿ be fuppofed woüíd go apoú an unprofitable 
énterpfiíe. We alib faW that the Vicinity trf the city 
of Meidc(jhad neither mineé, plantations^ nor ñiami- 
factures, but was entirely odtüpiííd by the cukiva- 
tion of maize and ctf iftaguey. This We thought 
did not afford us pirofpects fufelently advahtageOxi^,^ 
,atnd we went to other places, where we were fadly 
difappointed. I waited upoii Cortes to recjttcíE per- 
miflion to attend Sandoval, «i^ Brother ^. iJiafc del 
^Caftillo,'' faid the generil to ftie, " by my fcrifdénce 
^yoü will find youirfdf miftakeiif ydu had bettet i^gy 
with me ; but if you are deíeffminéd on going With 
your friend Sandoval, go, in God^á ñáiHé ; I Will alWaySr 
do my utmoft to take café of you, btit t tell you that 
you will repent of it/' A|l ^he gold remained with the 
* . Emperor's 
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* 

Eflpuj^or's oncers, the flayes haying been purchafed 
l?y the jCpldiejrs ^ac.qprdipg to jJieir yal(;iation at a pub- 
lic fa^c. The deta,c^ments w;ef e fept out to colouize 
l^he proymcjcs at 4iffei;ent period?, for two months a£. 
ter the capture of Mexico. However, I wiU not any 
fart.her particularize ,them, to trefpaii unaeceffarily on 
my readers* tiflnie. 

• ... 

At this time arrived at the port, of Villa l^ica Chrií- 

tpyíJ 4e Tapia, veedor of tl^e iüand of St, Dopiingo, 
with ^ jC9nimi;flÍ9Jti tpíajs^e upon him the government 
ofi^^ '^ipain, by qjrder of iii? Majefty, and vndea: the 
dire^on of ^^e ^biljiop of JBurg^os. He brought >vlth 
him jktt^^ from the £¿d hiíhop of JB^rgdS to Cortes 
aAd.i»wy qthersjpf J?is ax^y, i;ecpmp!ie;idi^g him to 
be rljfcQnpuTjíd ^?y yVi^ ^ ^veynpr of New Spain, and 
Iodides diofe wj^ch were clofed ^pd iealed,%e fi^d al- 
io ;^th ,him Jetters fiUqd up, and which he was au- 
t^iprifed.to a4dreis as .he iaw.oecaiio^ for his own in* 
t^e;£t, ,Great prxMDiiies ,Ayei:c held out .to iiich as 
WQ\4d cqme pyer to t|ie new ^oycrnqr, jind violent 
thre?^^ of puniihment to thqfe/ who* made any oppo- 
jfitiOa Uf him. Tfipia firflr prefented his commiffion 
to jjüi^ado, then commímdaíit in Villa Hica. Alva- 
r^o rcjjpive^ 1^ witjv the higheft r^fpeft, and iaid that 
as he was not able o( himfelf to decide a^iy thing, it 
^^nl4 be neceff^ry to aflfembje ^the alcaldes and regi^ 
-dors of the town, to have the commiffion verified be- 
fpre th^m, and alfo to prove the manner in which it 

k^d been tranfxnittecl, that they might know for a 

' *'" ' %. ' '' ' certainty 
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certainty that it tóm¿ in a proper form from his Sto-i 
jeftyVhand. Thisdid not exaétiy agree with deiriew 
of Tapia. Being adyifed to proceed to Mexico, and pro- 
duce his cojnmiffion to Cortés^»himfel£, he forwarded 
the letter of the bifhop^ and alfo wrote to Cortes up- 
on ^he fubjeft of h^ miflioiu The ftyle of the letters 
waá ímooth and perfuafive, but the anfwer of Cortes 
was t^" times more fo. Cortes immediatdy fent ex- 
prcffes to. fome of the diflFerent officers he had detach- 
ed, ordering them to go and meet Tapia, who, had ali 
ready fet out for Mexico, but was, in confequence of 
the direáíionof Cortes, met on the roaidby Alvarado, 
SandoviJ, De Soto, Valdenegro, captittii Andres de 
Tapia, and the reverend father Fra, Malgarejo, - Thefe 
gentlemen, with much compliment and ceremony, 
induced Gtiriftoyal de Tapia, to go to Cempoal ; they 
tile» requdled to. fee his commifflon, which being^ 
verified, and acknowledged, they placed it on their 
heads in token of refpe<5t^and ftibmiffion ; but in re- 
gard to the admitting him as governor by the \nirtue 
of it, that was quite another afligir ; it was firftneceC- 
fary tokpow what his Majdly'^ pleafure^was tou^^ 
ing the affairs of New Spain, the tJp^ ftate,of i#hich 
had been concealed from htni^by the hiihop oC Büi> 
gos, who did it' to ferye his own private yiewáj and^ 
to favour Velafquez and Tapia, óiíé of whom he in- 
tended ihould marry his niece. By all this it was 
pretty evident to Tapia, that he would not very 
fpeedily enter upon his office, andthtfdifappointment 
^cáedAúm to that degree that he feil*^k. Our 
, r- qiptains 
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faptains wrote to Cortes, letting him^know all that 
bad pafled^ and recommending hiia to fend a good 
quantity of golden ingots, and try their effeél ia mol- 
lifying the fury of the would-be governor. Thefe 
arrived by the return of the exprels, and with them 
they bought from him fome negroes, three horfes, 
and one of his fliips ; in the other Tapia embarked 
himfislf, and fet fail for the ifland of St. Domii^go, 
where he was very ill received by the court pf roysd 
audience and the brothers of the order of Jerony- 
rnites, he having undertaken the biifinefs contrary 
to their exprefs command ; but they would not exert 
their power farther againft one prtronifed'b;^. the 
biihop of Burgos, his Majefly being at that time in 
Flanders. 

I have formerly made mention of foms particular» 
relative to an expedition fet 'on foot by one Garay^ 
Jt was to colonize and fettle upon the river of Panu- 
CO. Cortes had received intelligence of it, and re- 
*folved to anticipate him by fending thither a party 
for the fame purpofe. He alfo now again fent Ran- 
gel to Villa Rica as commandant, and ordered Nar-» 
vae» to ba feht to hin\at* Cuyoacan, where he refi- 
ded until the palace which he was to inhabit in Mex- 
ico was completed. The reafon he fent for Narvaez 
was this ; he ^as told that the latter had held a con- 
verfation with Tapia, in which he advifed him to 
quit the country on aá good terms as he could get, 
^nd 50 to his patron the bi&op of Burgos in Caftille, 

ta 
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to Ifiy th^^sjr^^e ftate of ?iflFairs jDcf^e liiiii.; teHipg, 
hijp alfo to i^c^ .hj íí^c e x a mp le wHd^ his no^isfor- 
tun€s fet him^ af,4f Jlje.ftaid, Jte cettaiifljr wpiil^ b^* 
put tjo deitth^ and that jfucceis jatti^ded a]J,t^e ij?ie?i*- 
i^es qfe Cortti^. WAen Naryaez was bjopiglM: before 
C;;ort^§5 he felji on his joiegs and attca3f^>te4 to jsife his 
iiand, Imt qur general vipuld not ^p?TOÍt it ^ h? raif- 
cd, and ¡gijibracing Narvaez, treated him »^itli| ajfl j:e- 
Ifeílaí^reg^d^ an4 5»a4e li^nífit J^y his fide. 

.Ckjril^ 3ROW |Mro<^4ed to 4;^ his refidemcf . in tlie^ 
city ^^f Me;áQp. Up ¿^yided the^Qund ii^l^ Iqtj 
for ^e churchfi^|l\|p)firft place^ tW^fpr .the ypap- 
luft^W, t^g p^c tiuij^i^s, ^d glares. IJe ^^d- 
ded th^r reft of the ground among the mhaUtanU 
that were ^to be ; and, not wafte more time upon 
the lubj<£^ ^ ihdfc jwtÍÍd rj^ave feen thepi^fí^nt c^ty 
of M^Go j^gr^ that there is not in 4i¡3irijicfnd6m o^^ 
xttore .p<q)^lo\ip, Ip'S^Ij pr ibettqr built. 

/ WihHe£ljc«te3 wait fi&#Sr€pq^oy#, inteUigeijLCc arri- 
ved that the pijoyiojce cpf Panuco yr^ in arnis^ ^^^J 
are a vyariike people, mfT nunjijprpus^ aijd, I^óm^ re- 
belled, haid JsiHed Josmy* fq^didfs qf th^.party^Puch 
Cortes :ihad fent íoí*foraci acpl^y diere. J^ jrefql- 
yed thereECHie to go thither m perfon: indeed all hi*- 
c^a^tain^ weie xnQ^ Rbfent on diferg»t duties. "Pur 
numbers had b/ ttusítifflk# rpcdv^d a cpnfid^gble re- 
jnforc€jm^t,.a^ y^olil of ^fe #ho ^had cpnae with the 
veedor Tapia, as Qfíiidxa?J>?e» on the .expedition to 
- ^*i Florida 
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flDiidá with Vafquefz de AiUbn, and of jjiany others 
íaídy at rjred from the iflaüds. fíe left á gck5d gar- 
«fcifoit in Mcjaco» under tXstgo de Soto, aird fct out on 
his mSrch Tvith otte frütícírcd aínd thirty cavaíry, t^ó 
httndterf and fifty irtfantry, stntf ten thoufand Mcxi- 
tóns. Juft at thfe tiftic De Olí f ctumed from Me- 
choacan, which he had reduced to a ftate of fubntit 
fioíñ aád peace, bringing witli hiiri tt).c ^riñcípát ^ 
chief and fever2¿ others, and a qv^intity of gdiéí 
*This expedition to Panuco was very expeñfivé ; Cor- 
etes appKed for a fámtburfemcnt frota the ííówn, 
í^hich coiád nt)t-be acceded to ; his Majcfty*^ (^ícer» 
óbjcfted that it i^ undíertaken on ^private aecqjint, 
to ptevénl^ the eítabliíhiíiént of a coteny.by Craray,- 
and not for the public fervice. When he arrived at 
Panuco he found the people very rebellious. In ihc 
courie of a few days he had two battles, m whicír he 
foft thr,ée foldiers, four horfes, and above one hun- 
dted Ktéxlcañs. The number grif the enenty amount- 
ed to above fevenjiK,,thoufand warriors, but it Was 
God's vcdil that w fliotdd obtain the viéíory, wit^ 
inch a jíaüghtef of the rebels as deprived tfheni of all 
thot^^ of inaikiftg any h"ead fbt the prdfent. Thefe 
people are cafled the Guaftecás, and Nagu^ecas. Afl . 
ter the I0i battle Cortes again fent to finrrmoii tberti 
to fubmiffioii. He employed for this pürpofe f(«ne 
idif tte priíbnefs,^ñd' feiif with them íra. Éarthofo- 
me, by ^vhofe exhtnrtatíons^they ^ere ináueed to fob- 
mit. 

Cortes 
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Cort^tiiph went with one half of his troops to tíié 
. river Chila, to r^uce the Indians on t^ oppo^te 
fide. He fimipioned them, but they murdered h^^ 
meflengers. He the» paffed over with one hundi^d 
an<l fifty inémtry, and fifty cavahy, during the rnght; 
^The enemy on their landing fdl on them in great 
J^ numbers, but they were foon driven from the field, 
ttd our troops advancing took their quarters in a 
town «rhere they found plenty of prdvifions. In the 
morkil^ fome of them entering the temple found re- 
gains of the bodies and clothes of our contrymen ; 
ibme of our foldiers thought they rpcognifed the 
features of their fipiends, and !t wm^% melancholy 
fight to all J. their iCBaains we eareftdly coUeded and 
buried. ^ , , 

».nr 
From this place «ur detachment marched to ano- 
ther, where an out party reported, that great bodie» 
of the enexj;iy were pofted in concealment in the hou- 
fcs, to fall upon our people when the cavalry had dif- 
mounted ; their plan ^ing dili|fcred failed of fmc- 
cefs, but the^F fought valiantly for half an hour, ancí 
Í thr« of our foldiers died afterwards of their wounds* 
Thefe pftople, co^ttyry to the general practice of In- 
dians, rallied no Ie& than three times. On the enfu* 
iilg day our foldiers fcoured the n^gUbourhood, tnd^ 
entering fome lüwns which had been abandoned^ 
found a qua^t^^ty of earthen veflek^ foil of the wine 
of the country, in cellars under ground. After a flay 
of five days they returned lo the river of Chfla. 

Cortes 
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Coittes now «gián fummoiied dbtem, to wiúáí they* 

lAtimiedi^ aaftp^a^dutt tbey «votAd^come Mrithiii 

,%*^iiir 4af i ; txrHich Cortex wuftéd óuvbut to no effedu 

* Jle thcHRcfore determmed to ptmcfti tíiem, and dating 
ar daric and raiiqr ni^ht, cn^s^king a*krg|c body cf 
Ifiexicans, lie &nt them acrc^ m lake to one of the opt'* 
ietafs haqgeBt towns, wiaak diejr totally de&roy^ 
'Fhift brought in moft of that country to Cubnit. 
Gories .fcntndfl a toü^ cf one hundred aacl ^irty 
Jiou&s, ^aly^hree of the inhabitants wher^ were 
foldiers. He named it Yúh de St. Eftevan dd Parr- 
tor it te fituated about a league from Chila. He ai- 
iotted^toi#airtiie*néig^1>ouriii¿ dtftrlds véiásh had 
fubitátted, smd'^gavé the command to Pedro Valego. 
Cortéis was informed that three difirifts which Jiad 
i^n concerned in die :murder of numy Spaniards, 
imt wkich 4iad been now received under ¡dle^^Siiiicey 

* intended to faU on this poft^'as foon as he quitted the 
country. He in confequence marched againft them 
and dedftroyed th|ktowns, but they foofii cftíá>UJhed 
liiem again. |PP ^ 

t . r . 

* A veffid xdilch Cortes had oidered to <:omc to hun 
. ^¡ñth i»wi|ons and iwjcrfaiiei was ai thi» ^tíme Ibft 

" itf ifdmer ftrong gai^ from the* north, whojeby the 
«Bñíit áxúkmft^ w»mtích difti^ed. ^ 

' <¡omá on his r«»mi to Meneo ntfts iii£onned of 
depredations commioeá on títe peaceoMe diftñ¿b, 
*y fome rf the- inlMfeitaatS' of 4ilie i«lghbouiing 

' '^'^VoL n. . U mountains. 
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mountains, whqm he dctennineditq chaftife?iit:A!fc 
way, but the/íanticipated hiiiagíby Ming upon his. 
tear and robbing thefbaggagcí in' á bail país j to\ir al- 
lies tite Mexicans Daáde;the5ni.|ny.iwjdl for ti¿ infult,. 
and two of their xhi^were^ hanged, r Corteé. the|i 
ordered 4<dtílities t*\ieafó, -and .the people, -on bdn^ 
fummdbéd, came in and ftibmittcd. * InthcIpUce ¿ 
the thief, who was executed^ >eortés appointedi hfe 
^M-ddiel-j^ after which he proceeded taf Mexkb. . Ajx áH 
the. piil^incc» oí liew Spain none was fo bad,,fór^ ía- 
vi^e and evíl-tívíuuiers, as ,thát of Panufco./ ; They 
¿laxfc hunjah.iacrificcs, and were ;ciuel td ai| exceá^ 
Hrainfcard», fflthyi and .wicked, fyfith thirty ;atherv tur- 
pitudes. They were puuiflied-ig^ j^re andiword 
two ot thrté times, and griea^err xnisfor^u^e^ ^ beíél 
ttheni when. Nuno: de, Guzman ca^^ to t>e th^ip:g^ 
ivernbr, ÉDrhe.maíde tl^m all llaves, and fcíji^l^gm 
in the iüandá ;r r<::í: . . rr ;' [. < . r ' .r " r 



^ Alonzo de Avüa!, whon^ I have Jpttrierly ;mái^^> 
ed, was now returned with powo^prom the feourt.df 
royal audience and the brothers of the order of St. 
Tjerbnymo, whereby we wferb- autÜoriftd Itdvputfue 
our ■eonqüéfts^'^to mark flav^, ;ai3id toitíuüb^íiítti^- 
mén^s according to the prajftice iu* the ifláüdSíOÍ^KBÍ^ 
paniola and Cuba. They alfo fe»tj -a jcipw* iOÍr ^fcnf 
fteps they had taken, to Caftille. His Majefty was 
theaa in FkndKrsíoiwheíe ití.'Vj^^tlí^id -^fo^^t:)!^ 
Ha^TDe Airila bisá» fefepctat ii^.'l^émMvTlm^^^i^Ví- 
:^ Im might fi|>veobeen;V5^^^ 
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was an iidhereiVt of the btlhop of fenrgo^, and had 
hcen bred up in his h6ñfe¿- For theie reafons^, ^tí 
by the advice gf Almedo, Cortes to put him in gciod 
humour gave him the diftriél of Guatitlan, one of the 
richeft in thai country. He alfo prefented him with 
a confiderable quantity of golc^ teid a much greater 
of kind words and promi^s, by which he won him 
fo completely over to his intereft that he afterwards 
lent him as his agent to Caftille ^ at' which, time fcve^ 
ral gigantic human bones were trajtfbiitted, iagether 
with a quantity of gold^ pearls, and valuable jewds. 
The-bones were found in a temple at Cuyoacan ; they 
were prodi^oufly large, and fimilar to thofe which 
we had procured in Tlafcah and fent to Caftille. 
The agents alfo brought over with them tHree ti- 
gers, and many other tMngs ef a curious nature, 
which I do not recoHed. One part of their bufinefs 
was to tranfmit memorials to hk Majeity from the 
council of Mexico, and from us the conquerors of 
New Spain, requefting.that he would fend us oyer 
holy men, of go9S life and exam^, as biftiops and 
clergymen. Alfo praying, that, in confideration of 
our meritorious fervices, all offices of honour and emo- 
hrnient ihould be given amongft us^ and the govern- 
ment to Cortes, as the only fit and proper perfon. 
Alfo that his Majefty would be pleafed not to fuffer 
any fchokrs, or. men of letters, to come into this 
•countryv to throw ua into cohfofion with their learn- 
ing, quibWeSy and books. ; W^ farther reprefetlicd 
the infuflfciency of Chriftbval de Tapia, who ^as «Qp-» 

If 
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)y &nt by ^ Ufliop dF Burgos to effi^ a mumfsf 
between the &id Ts^ and the l^c^'s mece. Donna 
^Éítroniia cfc Fonfeca. We alfo deprecated the ktf er<^ 
' ference of the biihop in the zSms of tiiis ceuntFy^ as 
being obftru¿tive of our plans of conq^uefU for fás' 
Majdiyf s £ervice» adding that wse wei^ readf to re? 
ceive hSg Majefty's comisdnds» proiSrate On th^ 
^ound, hut had thought it our duty to inform him 
of thefe partioihyrs^ wtóch had been artfiitty kq^ 
from his luio^ix^l^^e. AU tins» and more, M^as r^re? 
'&vited in the fuDcft lights for his Majefty's informa* 
tion» and to do away tjke m^i»refentatioa& ^ the 
faid biihop of Burgos, wbofe mmity waS msMiifeft 19 
his having iwrohibited the Gftfa de Contraftation qf 
Seville from fendii!^ us any fuppKea. Cksrtcs alfo 
lefi^ nothing in his inkftaffd which, could be of ier<T > 
;^^to our intcrcáks,- for be wrote a Bftwaoarial. of 
twenty <Mic pages> whidb I itid^ and cei;iify to be to» 
thefuHtoiorand e&attf wtifttllia'MVdM^ fik 
alfo fiuther pdtjtioned^ tluii iia ü^efty woi^ pq^ 
mit him to go to the ifland of Alba to appcehm4 
Vcfefqu«3^ the governor thereof, and fendrhim ag;* 
priibner to €aftille^ for theHoj^KaáeS;. ám^ by him Uk 
the general fervice, more e%eci^y . ia fimding jaA txr» 
der ta3)ut Gmtes to death. 

Our agents &iled £rom t3ie potí: of Vent Crux, cm 
the twentieth, of' Deciaaiber, one thou£Bid;&if9e hun?* 
dred and twenty two, ifHitfaobt iny {larticuiar occu^. 
renc« on t|¿ vpyage to thp TisrciriiS^ e»)qAlÉtebs3Pds:«r 

ing 
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u^ locrfb ^ two tyf^nb ^^ wouod^ ¿MM £i9orrt : 
apd tbeir bdnf; obliged to.ldU the otibr <Hi accimAf 
of his ferocity- At the ifland of Tercera captsun An* 
thcmio de Quin^MS k>ft his life. He wa9 very tmo« 
t^ifiy-and in a <iaarrd concermog a ladf tter^ aa hcf 
pifiied hkafi^ «poi» hi& valow; a dftid onfited, in 
^H^dcfa Igi» Twávtd a fword woind on th^" fadKl, and 
dSi0á in thvee days» Thus Ú» bufittfi lemainedin 
liie hmds of Akmao <te A^fla only. As ht porfiied 
IÁS vivfaigt.to Europe, he £^ in wkh a Frctidi ptiva« 
taer^ cmnnitnded by Jman Ftodn, who made prise 
of him, hbfli^ and ali the treafiire* Hiis captain 
look andtter fli^ iron St.. Domingo, ^th a vaSxaiAe 
ifiivgo of &g^, Hfid Udes, ai aUb t^/i^^nty thoufemlE 
erowna of gold, and a quMtity ctf pearls, fo that ht 
returned to France very rich, md made great jjre- 
fents to the king, and alfo to the admiral of France, 
the ^pobpir ti^hareof vn» aftoniflied at the thagnifi-' 
eeiice of -what nra^&nt to our great Empier^rr Th« 
Img of FrsKice £iid that the wealth we lup^eé wa9 
fitficiesit akfoe to enairfe our monarch to wage war 
2fpksOL him, and yet Peru was vM at tbk time 
koowD» It is aMb report that the king fent to our 
Emperor, to iay, that he and the king of Portugal 
had^lmded the we»ád between them, without giving 
Idln a ih^ and that he defined to fee the will of 
oixr imh&r ÉiéÉa^^ tokiiow if he had made them ex^ 
duiiveiy his heirs. Florin in Hs nmtt escpecfitldn 
fen in with a ftrong Bifcayan fquadron, by which he 
W4S defeated, and made prif(mcr, and, being tranfinit- 

ted 
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ted to SpTÁn^hewzs hanged át the ifl^nd of Tenerifiei 
Thxis was an end of hUn, im ihips, and ouf treafure» 

Avila was confined a clofe prifoi^r in France, but 
he fucceeded in gaining the friendfliip of the officer 
in whofe cuftody he was, atnd obtained tneafis oí com- 
municatlng with his friends in Spain, to whofti he 
tranfmitted all the papers and documents with wMcji 
he had been entrulled, and which were laid before 
his Majefty by the means of the licentiate Nunez, 
coufin to Cortes, and relator of the royal cóunal^» 
Afartin Cortes his father, and Diego de Ordas. The 
Emperor was pleafed, on due confeletation, to orders 
that all favour ihould be ihewn to^Cortes; and that 
farther proceeding» ihould be fufpended until his 
Majefty *s return to Spain. - ^^> 



. The intelligence of the lofe of the treafure was re-» 
éeived by us as a moft ferious difappointiiient. ^Ths 
<Uftri£l'Of Guatitlan was honourably r^ferved by» 
Cortes for Avüa, notwithftanding his captivity, and 
ms brother fucceeded to it three years after,' Alonza 
de Avila being then appointed contador of Yucatsm. 

The two iiptains, Sandoval and Alyaraido, after*, 
the.fettlement with/iapia, returned to ttíeir dfstach- 
iiients, and proceeded; on their expeditions, of which 
I will now giv^ an accptint. i ■ : 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER 11. 

; Expeditions of G. de Sandoval and P. de Alvar ado, . 

WHEN our party (for I went with Sandoval) 
arrived at Tuftepeque, I took up tny lodgings 
in the fummit of a tower in a very high temple, partly 
for the freih air, and to avokl the mnlquitoes, which 
were very troublefome below, and partly, to be neaj: 
SandoFal's quarters. It was here that feventy-two 
foldiers of thofe who came, with Narvaez, and fis: 
tCaftillian, w;omen, had been put to death. TKe whofc 
province on our arrival came.in and fubmitted, except 
the Mexican chief, who* had beon the caufe. of the 
deaths of our foldiers. Him Sandoval gpt arretted^ 
^rid he was IJiortly after executed, being burned alive» 
There were many more as guilty, but this example 
was judged fuflkient. After this was dqne, á meflage 
was fent to the Zapotecan mountaineers to come in 
and fubmit. . Their country is about ten leagues dif- 
^ant from Tuftepeque. On their refufal,* an expe- 
dition- was ordered againft them, under the com- 
mand of a. captain Briones, who, according to his 
rpwíí account, had been a great officer j|jp Italy. He 
marched with one hundred infantry and about the 
jSime number of Indian ^Jlies'; the enemy were pre- 
pared for him, and laid a plan for a f^rprEfe, which 
tKey efFefted fo completely that they drove our party 
over the rocks, rolling down to the' bottom, anil 
" ■ * ^ • abtívc 
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above a third of them were wounded, one of whom m 
afterwards di^d. The diftrift is fo very difficult of 
¿cceis, that troops can oiüy pafs in iing}^ file, and the 
climate is very nü^ and httnad.. 13ie ttís¡d^^ are 
jjrmed with large hnces, with an ell o£ blade, with 
two ecjges of ftbtfe as .Iharp as a ía¿of , iind {liable 
&iek£s which cover the whole T)ody. They are very 
nimHe, and give their fignals by whittKng^s, which 
echo atoong the rocks witli ínconcávablc flirillneis. 
This diftriéLis called Tiltepeque. After if liad been 

^ Drought to fubmiffion, the government of it ;was tf- 
^tgned to a foldier named Ojjeda, who now uves in St. ■ 
Ddefonib. Sandoval, who was a good' humoured 
man, began to joke withBriones, at his return, upon / ^ 
the bad fuccefs of Tiis expedition, aiking hlrn if evef he 
^ liad feen the Eke in Italy; for Briones was alwsfys ^v^- - * . 

♦^iflg accounts how he Tiad fevered men in t^c, and ' 
^t their heads off, tec. fife was not pleslfed with Sail- . i 
doval's jocularity, and fwore he had rather ^ght the 
Turks and Moors, thanthe ^apotecans. Tliis eix^ * 

d^tion Was .of little ufe, but on die cdntrarf injui:iou$. 
There was another dHlrtííof the Zapotecans, csdIeS 
.Xaltqpequc^ the people of jcrhicji were át war witli 
1 their, neigh^>purs^ and immediately on being iummon-r ^ * 
jcd waited on Sandoval with handfome prcifents, tiíÉI 
aconfiderable quantity of gold, partly formed into 
toys, and the reft in ten Jittle tubes ; thdf chicfe wore . 
very long robes of cotton, r^eachin^ to the feet, nc^ - ^ 
embroidered, and refembHng the upper robes tí tnc^ -. 
Moors. ^ They applied to him for fomc of his fohfie» - ' 



Hoi 
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to affift them againft their criimies named the Min- 
Sees. This the ftate of his force did not permit him 
to comply with^ but he promifed to tranünit an ap^ 
pKcation to Mexico for a reinforcement for them, and 
in the interval would fend fome of his men to fee the 
country and the nature of the paflGss ; but his real c*. 
jeft was to examine their mines. Thus he dSfiniffed 
them all except three, fending eight of us upon th# 
'buüneís I have mentioned. 

T^ere v^evt two of the fame name in this pártyi 
for We had three Caftillos in our army* I, who df, • 

. that time prided myfelf upon my dreis, was named 
Gallillo " the gallant." My nameiake who went on 
this expedition was a man of very flow fpeech, not ' 
replying to a queftion for a length of time, and then 

" he came out with fome abfurdity ; he was named Caf- 

' tillo "the thoughtful.'' The other, who was very*" 
fmart and ready in all he iaid, was called CaftiHp " the 
prompt." But to have done with our ;«^itjicifms, 
and proceed with my narrative. On our arrival, the 
Indians turned over the earth in three diflferent rivers, . 
and in each they found gold, filling four tubes of the 
fize of the middle finger with it, and with thefe we 

^returned. Sandoval thought that all ^ our fortuñeí 
were now made ; he took a diftriil to himfdf, from 
which he immediately procured fifteen thoufa^d 
crowns. To captain Luis Marin he^gave Xaltepeque^ 
frogi whence we had obtained the gold' lliis turned 
out however very indifferently. He gave me Í very 
Vol; II. W * , n- piofitabie 
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j^ofitable diftria there WouM to God I liaí k^ 
k ! it conifficd of tkiee |Aaccst siain^d^MataMan, Oaw^ 
"Icquipa, andr Orkca, Where, is now the ingcfíió of tljte 
viceroy : hvA I ^ho«ght it itaore conQSctit With my 
Hiharaftfer to ^ wkh Sandovai ttpan his expeditioHá. 
Sandóvaá cafled' íís town Medíeffihí after the birth 
place of Cortes.' The river Be las Tanderas, fíxníi 
which -the fifteeiiv thoa&nd crowns were' prociured, is 
the port, and it was here t^ the llietchandiie fróiíi 
Chille was difcharged until Vera Cruz became the 
•ejftípüriuim. • 

We now f>roceeded on: our ro^te * for Guacacuaico. 
The province of Citia through which we paffed has 
theinoft pleafatit dftnate, and' the greatdl ]^tenty of 
'proVlfions, of any we had feeir in this CDntinefit j its 
extent is above twdve leagues, in length and breadth, 
and it is veiy poptdoiis. The chiefs immediately fub- 
"nntted. On our arrival at the river of Güacacualcó, 
^thdfe of that diaria, which is the head one of all^ the 
neighbouring ^eojile, oil being fiimmoried did' not ap- 
pear'^ which we^confidcred as a declaration of hoftilty, 
«nd* fuch in h& ^s tfedbr firft dfetermihation ; but af- 
ter ñ^c days had pfled they Waited on Sandoval 
with a prefect of fome trinkets of fine gold. By his 
diredions they coHefted one fcindred canoes, in which 
our troops crofled the river, after we liad firfrfeñt four 
ftádiers to obférve and report tHeílite of* thepeopíe. 
The town which We fótmíied'here we cafled ÜéíÉfpí- . 
ritu Santo, wlflch-fiibKinciiamewas given to it becaufc 

- it 
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It was on that day we defeated Narvaez ; it was «Ifo 
lour word in the battle, tnd it was on the fatne day, that 
wti qroflfed this river, Kfere the flower of pur ?riny: 
was eftabHflied, and it is certsdn that when we went^ 
put. to the fquare upon a feftival or review, wemuf' 
tered eighty cavalry; a greatfernumber in proportion 
^ thaafive hundred i^ow, horfes were then fo fcarce 
and dp^. Sandoval, having examined and confider- 
ed' the fituati©n of the tieighbouring diftrifts, made 
jfep»rtitions of them as m<^ convenient to the differ- 
ent fettlements. The diftrifts he allotted to his of 
Quacacualco were Guazp^tepeque, Tepeca, Chinantai 
theZ^otecas, .Ck)pilco, Cimatan, Tabafco^ Cachula, 
tl|e Zoqpes, Techeapa, Cinacatan, the Quilcnes and 
Fapanahaufia. We had much trpuble^ afterwards on 
accbunt of Utigation wjth Vera Cruz concerning three 
of them, Guazpaltepequé, Chinanta and Tepeca ; 
with the town oC Tabafco concerning two others, 
Cimatan and Copilco ; alio with Chiapa concerning 
two, the Quilenes and Zoques; and with St. lldefon- 
ib about the Zapot^cas. I was very forry I fixed niy- 
felf here ; the lands were very ppor, and it turned 
ou^ altogether to my diiadvantage. Still we íhouí^i 
have, done very well bad we been^ left as we were^ at 
rfirft ; but when the new fettlements were formed our, 
pofleffions were clipped to accomodate them ;, where- 
by pur colony fell tp decay, from being the bcft, and 
containing the greateft number of the generous con- 
querors of Mexico ; but it is at prcfent aplace of very 
few inhabitants. ; 

Sandoval 
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^ Sandoval now recdved intelligence of the ^rrlvd of. , 
3Dbnna Catalina, lady of our general Hernando CortcSj^y 
aiftd her brother, at the river of Agua^^o» La Zam-n' 
l)rana^dib and her family arrived <kdth them, and Él- 
vira^^^Lopez ^^ the tafl,^' iparried td Juan de Palma» 
who, was afterwards hanged. We all fet out to pay^ 
our refpefts to thefe háes, and I recoUeft the roads 
were almoft impaffable, from the conftant and heavy 
rains. Donna Catalina and the reft were efcorted by 
us to our town of Guacacuako, and we fent word to 
Cortes of their arrival. After a fliort ftay ^with us 
they fet out for Mexico. Corte» was very forry for 
their coming, but he put the beft face upon it, and re- 
ceived them with great pomp and rejoicings. In 
about three months after the arrival of Donna Cata- 
lina, we heard of her having died of an afthma. ' *" 

Villaftierte, viho had been fent to Zacatula, and Al- 
varez Chico, who had alfo gone #o Colima, were un-r 
fucceffiful in their endeavours to bring thofe pro- 
vinces into fubmiffion.' Cortes then fent a party 
thither, commanded by Chriftoval de Oli, The na- 
tives attacked him on his march, killing two of his 
foláfters ; but he reached the ftation ofVülafiíerte, who * 
was^PKd to ftir out of it, and the enemy had even 
4dlled four of his men in the town. De Oli, however^ 
before he departed, reduced both thefe diftri£ls to fub- 
milfion. Ido not knoyjr what became pf captain Juan 
Alvarez, but I believe he was killed in fome of the 
a^ons with the natives at this time. De Gli return- 
ed 
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ed to Mexico^ but had'harcfly got there when intelli-^ 
jgence arrived i)f three provinces being again in rebel*' 
lioft.' Sandovái^iad at this timearrived at Meidcó witfiT 
the ladies, Cortes fent him with afinallparty of Oiir 
veterans to take tíhefe dUbrifts into his hands, which 
Jie did, and puniflied and regulated-themln fuch a man- 
ner, that we heard no more of their being refraftory. 

Several of the diftrifts fubjeft to Güacacualco rebel- 
led on the departure of Sandoval, killing the Spa- 
jiiards employed in the management ofthe tribute : 
amongft others were .the Xaltepeque Zapotecas, Cima-» 
tan, and Copilco j the firft of which is difficylt of ac* 
ccfe on account of its mountains, the two others on 
account of lakes and marflies, and they were not 
l}róught to fubjeétion but with the greateft difficulty. . 

At this time, and while captdn Luis Marin was 
employed in fubjugating thefe diftrifts, arrived at our 
fettlement, in a fmall-veflel which came up to the 
town, Juan Buono the Bifcjyan. He immediately 
fummóned us all to a pieeting, where, after fome com^ 
pliments on both fides, he opened his bufinefs to us, 
which was, to induce us to accept, as governor, Chrif- 
toval de Tapia, of whofe return to St. Domingo Bl|ono ' 
was ignorant. Large offers were made by the bifliop ^ 
of Burgos in unaddreffed letters, which Buono had a 
difcretionary power of direding to fuch as would fup- 
port his views. /Thefe he accordingly feht to fuch as 
he foui]^ to^ hold offices. I was. offered a regidoras 

píace. 
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iplace. . Wlien Buonp heard that Tapia was;, no Ion* 
gcr in tl^e country, he was very much difappointed; 
\irc^ referred him to Cortes zp Mexico, whither he 
wc^t. I do not know what paffed between them,^ 
but 1 beheye Cortes fent hina back to Caftille with 
fome money in his pocket» 

Amongft t>tHers who courted the affiance of the 
Spanisurds after the conqueft of Mexico» were the peo- 
ple called the Tutepec^ue Zapotecans» They applied 
very earneftly for our aififtance againft a nation which 
was in hoftility to them, na^ed likewife the Tute- 
peques, whom they reprefented as poffefEng a very rich 
country. Accordingly, in the year one thoufand five 
hundred and twenty-two, Alvarado, by the order of 
Cortes, marched from Mexico with one hundred and* 
dghty foldiers, infantry and cavalry, with an order 
to tdkp twenty more in his march to the province of 
Guaxaca, and alfo to viiit certain rocky diñrid:s faid 
to be in rebdlion. He was forty days upon his route 
from Mexico to Tutepeque. On his arrival he was 
hoQ)itably received, and lodged in the moft populous 
f¡^t of the city^; where the houfes joined, and were 
roofed with ft^aw, it not being the cu^om pf that 
country to have» terraces, on their houfe-tops^ as the 
. dimatc is very fultry. By the advice of Olmedo it 
was dctermii^ed that our troops Ihould remove to a 
more c^cn part^ of the tpwQ,left, in caife of a^y tr^- 
diery on thppart of the people, their quarte^s ihould 

Ije fet fire to. Wl^9 they were fixed,' the chi|f of t^e . 
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town brought them provifions, and every day fom^ 
rich prefent of gold. Alvarado defired a pair cif ftit- 
rupsof this metal, which was done according to the 
j^ttern. In a few days after, the chief was made pri- 
foner, on an information from the Indians of Teguan- 
tepeque, who were in hoftility to thefe, of his intctt^ 
tion to burn the Spaniards in the quarters which they 
had firft affigned to them in the temples. Some of 
the Spaniards hj it was to extort gold from him: 
liowever it was, he died in prifon, aftet Alvteidohad 
got from him to the value of thirty thotííand crowns. 
Apparently his, death was owing to vexation, though 
Fra. Bartholome did what he could to conlble and eA-» 
courage him. His Ion was permitted to fucceed him 
in tíie chieftaincy. Alvarado obtained from him 
more than he had got from the father, and then pro* 
ceeded to eftablííh a colony, which he named Segura, 
ás the colonifts were moftly from Tepea^ca, named by 
lis Segura de la Frontera. 

Alvarado then fet out on his return, with all his 
wealth ; for Cortes had written to him to coUeél 
what he could, to fend to Caftille. The foldiers be- 
ing thus excluded from any jQiare, ibme of them form- 
ed a confpiracy to affaflinate Alvarado and tas bro- 
thers. They were principally mu&etccrs and crois- 
bow-men. A foldier of the name of Tribejo gave in- 
formation to Fra. Bartholome, a few hours before it 
was to be attempted. The reverend father haviag cal- 
led Alvarado afidc, and informed him of what he had 

heard. 
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heard, at the hour of vefpers, when the latteifwai 
"^riding out in company with feveral qf the confpira- 
tors, and palling by fome honfeS^ he* faid to them^ 
' *« Gentlemen j I am fuddenly taken ilTwith a pain in 
my fide ; let us retuiA and call a barber to bleed me.* 
On his arrival he immediately fent for his bro* 
thers George and Gonzalo, together with the alcaldes 
and alguazUs. He then ordered them to arreft the af- 
laflins, two of whom were hanged : one was named 
Salamanca ; he had been,a j)ilot. The other was cal- 
led Barnardino Levantifco- They both died like 
good chriftians, the reverend father taking great 
pains to bring them to a due fenfe of their fituation# 

Alvarado now returned to Mexico, leaving 'a colo- 
ny in this place ; but when the colonifts found that 
the gold had been drawn away, that the climate was 
hot and unhealthy, and infefted with mufquitos, bu^ 
find otlier vermin, and that they and their flaves were 
dyuig feft, they determined to abandon it, fome going 
to Mexico, and fonie to other places. Cortés,on hear^ 
. ing of the iettlement being thus renounced, caufed an 
- inquiry to be fet on foot, and found that it had been 
determined by the alcaldes and regidors in council, 
for which he condemned them to fuffer death, which 
was afterwards mitigated at the interceffion of Olme- 
do, to baniihment. Thus fell to the ground the colo- 
ny of Segura or Tutepeque, a very fertile country, 
but unhealthy.. The cruelty and extortion of Alvwra- 
do alienatedjthc minds of the people^ and they thi«w 

*. ofif 
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«f their allegiance ; but that officer, Returning thither, 
brought them agidn to. iubmiffion, and they aftei; 
yshxds continued peaceable. 



•^-*;j^:."i>- 



CHAPTER III» 

Armament ofíranctfco de Gara-jé 

I HAVE already made mention of F. de Gaiayj 
who Was governor of the ifland of JamáioL 
When he heard of the riches that had been acquired 
here by Diego Velafquez, and of the fertile countries 
which had been difcovered, ftimulated by his aya^ 
rice, and encouraged by the reflcétion on his^ wealth 
and means, Garay was induced to' try his fortune* 

Having therefore font for, and diícouríed withj 
Alaminos, our principal pilot, upon the fúbje¿l, his ac- 
count was fo Éivourable, that he determined on fend- 
ing a confidential peribn, one Juan de TorfalVa, to 
obtain from the biihop of Burgos the government of 
the country about the river Panuco. His applica- 
tion having been fucceisful, he fént an armament of 
three ihips, with two hundred and forty foldiers, un- 
der the conmiand of Alonzo Alvarez Hnedo or Kné- 

Vou XL X da, 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 62 THE TRUE tílSit'oáV bF 

da, which was defeated by tte fiidiáns of íanüca^ 
one Ihip only efcaping, and .joining lis ¿t ^lUa Rica» 

Gadray, receiving no intelligence of his firft arma» 
fnent, feat a fecond, which alfoarrived at our port j 
and, having now eispended muc^ treafure, and learn- 
ing the good fortune of Cortes, he was more than ever 
ñimulated to make exertions. He therefore fitted 
out a fleet of thirteen Ihips, and embarked one hun- 
dred and thirty-fix caValry, and tight hundred and 
forty foot fcddiers, mofl:ly muflceteers and crois-bow- 
men. The fleet under his coiíiihañd failed from Janjai- 
ca in the year one thoufand fi,ve hundred and twen- 
ty^three, on the day^of St* John, and arrived widx^ 
joiit ^i^ particular occurrence ftf a port called Xagua, 
In the ifland of Cuba. On his arrival here, he learn- 
ed, the news of Cortes having brought the province 
jof Pa»uco UAder fubjeélion, and that he had fent a peti- 
tion to his Majefty. to be appointed to the gov«n- 
ment of it. He was alfo told of the heroic adions of 
Cortes and his companions in arms, and of our hav- 
ing defeated Narva ez with only two hundred and fe- 
venty íoldíers. He was tkefefore íírtick with awe at 
the power, of our chief, and the more fo when lie , 
was yiiited by the licentiate Zuazo* One day, "Hif- 
courfingwith this geritleman on the fortunes of Cor- 
tes, he expreffed his apprehenfioris ot a difierence'be- 
tween them relative to the government of ¡Panucó, 
and requefted that Zuazo woula mediate With^ Cortes 
in his favour, to which tke ótEeFafíented. / 

"Shortly 
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Shortly: after this, G^aray witl^ his armament fet 
out, apd being fqrced by a (lorm into the river Pal- 
mas, he there difenibarked and marched for Paniico. 
"Knowing alfo that Cortes hjid made an eftat^iflunent 
thejr?, he thought it n^eceflary to take ^n oath of fideU- 
ty from thofe under nb comipand, and he nominated 
the officers reguifite for the%efíablilhment of his colo* 
yiy, wl>ic^ he n^eant to name the ciiy of Garayana. 

Having .advanced for two days' march along the 
lea ^qre, through an uninhabited and marihy coirn* 
try, hp ^th his troojps arrived at fome villages, 
whofe inhabitants reqei ved and entertained them hoi- 
p^tably ; bjat many of the foldieys. Haying behind, 
robbed an4 injured the* jpeople. Garay continued 
his march, ajad at length arrived at Panuco, which 
the troops had painted to themfelves as the end oÍF 
their labours, but were iadly undeceived by finding 
it a^mo^ a d^ert, for the war of Cortes had wafted 
it, or )vhat remained was concealed on the approach 
of the Spaniards, who fpund nothing but bare walls, 
' where, they were tp f\iftain the attack of flies, and 
vermin qi evexy 4efcription. One misfortune fol- 
lowing another, he could gei no Lpi^lligepce from his 
^eet, but learne^.by a Spaniard, jvho, . having com«. 
mitted fome crime, was a fugitive among the Indians, 
that it had not arrived at the portl The fame pcrfon 
gaye a xery iinfayourable account of the country ^of 
PaaucQ, . enhajjcigg t hat of Mexico, and this making 
a ftrong imprefllon pji xhc miners pf Garay's foldiers, 

they 
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they began to diiband, and went towards México, 
robbing the natives in their way. 

; All thde things combined reduced Garay to a bad 
Htyatiqn, and he fent one of his officers, named Die- 
go dc Ocampo, to found the difpofition of the gover- 
nor under Cortes in the colony of Saixtiftevan, to 
whom he notified the appointment he had obtened 
from his Majefly. This officer, anfwered Garay's 
meíTage politely, and returned a favourable aníwer 
as to their reception, requefting tliat.the foldiers 
might not outrage the, inhabitants ; Pedro de Vallejo, 
for that was his name, at the fame time fent an ex- 
,prefs to Cortes with Garay's letter, and foUcited a 
ftrong reijifor^emeíit, or the. prefence of Corte»" hiiji:^ 

Qp th^ receipt of the intelligence from Vallejo» 
Cortes difpatched Fra. Bartholoiíié, Alyarado^ San- 
doval, andGonzalo.de Ocan^po, brother to the per- 
fon of that name who was with Garay, and entrufted 
tp them the inftru^ftions he had , received, whereby 
his Majqfty's pleafure was fignified, that; all his con- 
queflis Ihould be left under his command^ until the 
matters, in .difpute between him aiid Velaíq^uéz íhbuld 
be brought judiqally to an iffue. 

• . • . ' J *■ • 

I will now return to my relation of the fteps ta- 

ken by Garay, ^hb advanced with his force into the 

neighbourhood of St, Eftevan del Puerto. On receive 

ing 
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¡ng inteUfigence thereof, Vallejo concerted a plan 
with the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, and be- 
ing guided by. five deferters, who told hini that Ca- 
ray 's troops were fcattered negligently in a large 
town called Nacoplan, he came upon them by fur^ 
prife, and made forty of them prifoners, affigning as 
areafon, their coming without producing any com- 
miffion, and the outrages which they committed on 
the inhabitants. This b^ing reported to Garay, he 
dem2mde4 the prifoners, threatening Vallejo with the 
vengeance of government. Vallejo replied, that when 
he iaw his Majeily's orders he would obey them with- 
iall humility, and requefted that they fliould be fent 
to him. At this nioment the perfons deputed by 
Cortes arrived, and Diego de Ocampo, being at that 
time firft alcalde under Cortes in Mexico, began to 
remoftrate agjdnft the entrance of Garay's force into 
that country, and feverál days were paffed in remon- 
Itrances and replies. During this time numbers of 
Garay's foldiers deferted from him ; thus he faweve^ 
ry day his force diminifliing, and that of Cortes in- 
creafing. From his fleet he had intelligence, that two 
of hi^ ihips had been loft in a tempeft, and that the 
remainder, which were at the mouth of the river, 
had received and rejefted a friendly invitation from 
Vallejo to remove higher up to a place of fecurity, 
threatening, at, the fame time, that in cafe of refufal 
be would confíder them as pirates. 

é ; Vallejo 
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Vallejo CQUtxnued fccretly to negotiate vnth the 
officers of the fleet, and, having fupcegded with two 
pf them, they went to the Ihip of the copimodore, 
Juan dp Grijalva, and informed him that he fliould 
dther bring his veffd into the river, or qujt tjie place 
entirely. To this Grijalva qnjy aijfwered by difdiarg- 
ing his artillery j but on the receipt of certain letters* 
from Alvarado an4 Fra, Barthploine, accompanied 
with pron^ife conveyed by ^ royal notary, he was at 
laft ifldiuced to accede to tjie firft prppoiitioji. No 
iboner had he brpught his ihip into port than Valle-* 
p declared all on board prifoners to his genexiil, Cor- 
tes ; he \v;as perfuad^d howiever by Fra. Bartholontip to 
give them theii* liberty, frpm motives of humanity^ 
which as h« ftid was th^ method of ading moll agree- 
able to God ^nd to C^lar. 

The unfortunate Garay eyitreated the officers qf 
Cortts to reftore his íhips, and to compel his troop^ 
to return to him, pronjiifing to give up his intendec^ 
cftabliibment, and make ihe beft of his way to the ri- 
ver Palmas. This j^ropofal was acceded to, and every 
mcafure taken to dejiyer up to hifa his deferters^ 
though witj^ little effeft; for the foldiers defpifed 
Garay, .^d, ?i$ to the o?ith of ferviqe, they faid tiiat 
they had coi^plied with it in coming to Panuco. 
Garay was then in the ut^noft .d^fpair, and finally 
agreed to adopt the yneafure ad\díed. by thp officers 
of Cortes, in writing to that general, ftating his fitu- 
^tion, and praying his protection in confideration of 

their 
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thdr former intimacy. This reqiicft was acceded to 
by Cortes, who fent an invitation to him to come ta 
Mexico. Garáy ftt out^pon his journey, and, whe& 
he approached Ac eity of Mexico, he was met by 
Cortes, at tht head of a nuttiber of Spaniih gentlemen 
on horfeback, who cohdiK^ed him to lus newly built 
palace, and, having heard the details of his diilreifes» 
he promifed him redrefs, and referred the affair to 
ira. feartholomc, Alvarado and Sandoval. Fra. Bar- 
Irholomfe, to bmd Cortes and Garay in ftronger ties of 
IKendíhíjp, propofed an alliance between the daughter 
bf CcHTtes, named Donna Catalina Cortes or Hzarro» 
and the eldeftfon of Garay, who then held a com- 
inand in his ifleet. Cortes, accepting the propo£d, 
gave his daughter a liberal fortune, adding an affent 
to Gáray*s colonizing on the river of Paknas, and a 
proinife to fupport the undcirtaking. 

Garay was how induced to intcrciede with the gene^ 
ral, and obtained permiffion for Nárvaez to yi6t the 
iuand of Cuba; for wtódi favour Narvaez was ve- 
ry thankful, and took his leave of Cortes with many 
pf ofeffióñs of gratittidc and férvice. As to Garay and 
liis expecütíón, both one and tíie other approached 
their end, for he, attending Cortes to early matins, and 
having walked abdút the chuifch, and eaten his break- 
faft, '^as füddenly feked with a plenrify, whidi after 
á coutfe ttf lifeeding and purging was dedared mortal. 
This was'aíníounced to him by Fra. Bartbolome, who 
accoinjiañied the fatal news wkh «u^eft exhortations 

to 
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to íúm to advert to the ftate of his foul, and not lofe 

that in the next world, as he had already thrown 

away his fortune in this,. Garay was impreflbd by . 

the arguments of the good father, and having coh- 

feffcd, and had the rites of the church' adminiftered, 

he made his will, leaving Cortes and Fra. Bartholomp 

his executors, and in four days from the time he Wfi$ 

. firft fbized. he gave up the ghoft. This we obferve 

peculiarly to belong to the climate of thefe countries, 

that in four days pleurifies aré fatal ; of which we had 

many inftances amongft our foldiers, both in Tezcu^ 

, CO and in Cuyoacan, However, Garay being now 

dead, God pardon him his fins ! Amen. He received 

an honourable funeral,and Cortes andthe other offic^r^ 

put themfelves into mourning. Thus died Garay in 

a diftant country, á ft range houfe, and far from his 

wife and children. As to his armament, being now 

left without any head, a competition arofe for the 

.conamand, between Juan de Grijalva, Gonzalo de 

Figueroa, Alonzo de Mendoza, Lorenzo de Alloa, Ju- 

an de Medina, Juan de Villa, Anthonio de la Cerda, 

and a certain Tpbarda, the moft feditious fellow in 

the whole army. The young Garay however was 

Í ultimately made general, contrary to the inclination 

. of every foldier ; the confequence of which was^ that 

they feparj^ted in im^ bodies of fifteen or twenty, 

and went ^álfough the country, pillaging as if they 

had been amon^J^oors. Tl\is enraging the Indians, 

. they laid a plot to cut all the Spaniards qíF, which 

t they fQ.sÉfedually executed, that in a few days they 

had 
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had facrificed and eaten more than five hundred of 
Garay's foldicrs. In fome towns upwards of a hun- 
dred Spaniards were iacrificed together. In other 
places they*fell on and maflacred thefe wanderers 
without reiSftance ; and, encouraged thereby, they 
rofe againft the fettlemcnt of St. Efteyan in fuch num- 
* Ibers, that it was with great difficulty they could be 
kept out of it, nor would they have been, but for 
feven or eight of the veterans of Cortes, who fup- 
ported Vallejo, a brave man, and experienced officer. 
Thefe gallant veterans induced many of Garáy's Spa- 
niards to abide by them in the open field, being obli- 
ged to fight three battles, in one of which Vallejo was 
killed, and many were wounded. So defperate did 
the Indians grow, that one night they killed and burn- 
ed forty Spaniards and fifteen horfes, and among the 
foldiers who were killed were fevcral of thofe of Cor- 
tes. 

When the geiveiral heard of thefe outrages he wdt 
exceedingly difpleafed, and determined to go in per» 
fon to fupprefs them j but being at that moment pre- 
vented, having^ broken his arm by accident, he dif- 
patched Gon^ialo de Sandoval, with one hundred in- 
faiitry, fifty cavalry, two pieces of artillery, and fif- 
teen arcabufiers, to whom he joined flight thoufand 
Mexicans and Tlafcalans, with ordfi;^^ not to quit thofe 
diftrids until he had fo completely fubjugated them, 
' IS that it ihould not be in their power again to make 
difturbance. Sandoval was ^ man who did not fleep 
Vol IL Y ¿t 
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at night when on any bufinds^ irf importance} 
of coilrfe he made no delay upon his route to* 
)vards the enemy, who espeded him kt two nartoW. 
defiles, where th^ had concentrattd tic whole 
force of the refradory provinces. Sandoval, on 
learning this, divided his force into two bocBcs, 
and attacked each of thefé polls. The Indiai» refiA 
ted with their darts and arrows, whereby many of 
our foldiers were wounded, inlbmuch that he wa| 
obliged to halt the body which he comm^mded in 
that bad pofition^ and iend orders to Ins other do^ 
tachment to do the Ian» for that night. The In- 
dians retaining their firft portion, Sandoval recaVed 
his detachment, and bé^;an his retreat towards Mexi«> 
CO. When the enemy perceived this, they thought 
themfelves conquerors^ and l>egán to follow and fur-f 
round the Spsmiards fii'om all parts, &outing at, and 
reviling them. * This Sandoval feemed not to regard, 
but continued hb retreat, by tkrhich having complete- 
ly deceived thc^m, he made a'fudden countormardb at 
fiiidni^ht, tb gain the p^dies^ This he. efib¿^ody but 
hot without the Ibis of three of bit W^es^ and conh 
ñócrúbic danger to his whole army, iaaaqy of whom 
were wounded. No fooner were his two ifólusBin» 
clear df the defilesi^ than he petcáveá in fi^nt vaft 
bodies of IndÍ2||ui$ who had arrived there that Very 
night, on he»ing that he had c^Hmtenfiarched* He 
therefore again broaght his whole 6)rce into cSHt bov 
dy, -and perceiving the defperation irith which tke^ 
Indians fought, and >hat they had a€i;ua% Wreftfid 

the 
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lihe laio^es out of the haiMb of fix of his (bldiers, 
wkile kis ctvalry was compofed of man unufed to 
iadk fervice, he gave them full infirudions how to 
ad, t^ng them not to hak to giv^ thrufts, bccaufe 
iike firft thing that the Indian does 'wdien wounded is, 
to ieize the lance. He ¿irther ^ireñed, that if fuch a 
ditüSg h^pened, the ibldkr ^uld put Ipurs to his 
iibrfe, and «rkh the is^nce ^fsoAy gra^^cd in his hand, 
jand under his arm, wreft it fronni the enemy fay the 
iorcje «of úkc horfe. Having then pbced ^«ratchc^, 
j^rds, and patrdes, he gftve orden diat the cavalry 
ftouJd rema» faddjfid aH mght, and the trfJQp$ yrent 
É0 tludr repoie on tfa^ isiok of a rñrer^ THu^ Mexi- 
cans and Ha&sd»^ wer^ pc^ed ^ a 1^1^ diifiance, 
ior Sandoval Vsicw by ,e!xpadience, that if the e^^my 
jftttacij^ him in the night, he would be little bene* 
.filed by rhffliu 

As foon as c^ylight appeared, Sandoval put his 
^rmj into maccSi, but had h^r4S¡y advanced hdC« 
«ik when he heard the found of the dia:^^ of tha 
fedians, ^md he was Ihor^y after fronted by three 
large bo4i«s of thenr wamors^ who attempted to fur- 
«ound l¿iD. As foon as Sandoval perceived this, he 
made an attudc upon them with bis cavalry in two 
^adrons with ^uch fpirit that he eMyreiy broke and 
di^poírfeá ^^afi. This was 0ot however joffeftcd váái^ 
«at the kift úS two ii^ldiers axid .diree hof&s. Our 
fffiiesiriien made confiderabk deftruiSicm, ImmiAg aU 
hfífosctbéni^ jjjjtii the mss^ iwri^ at St. Eftevap 
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del Puerto. The remsuns of this cdony Saim 
daval found iu a wretched ftate, and he was 
received as one who &ved them from deftnic- 
tion; and the <cAiEers of Garay who wer^ there 
aflured him that-th^preferv^ion of what remain- 
ed was fokly owing to our ^veterans* Sandovai 
then divided his cavidry, mulketeeis and crofs-bow- 
men into different bodies, and plac^ tBem mider the 
command of the vieterans, with otders to carry on 
the war with vigour againft the neighbouring In- 
dians, and to fend in what provifions they could col- _ 
left, for he was unable to go out, in confequence of 
a bad wound. During three days his parties ient in 
a number of prMbners of the lower dafs, together 
\<ith five chiefs, the former ot whom Sandoval re- 
leafed. He then gave out an order to his troops not 
to fend in any but fuch as had been préíent, or coa- 
cerned, where the lives qf Spaniards had been loft. 

^ Sandoval now prepared for an expedition agajnft 
the enemy, and, on the day after, marched out with 
thpfe troops which he had brought from Mexico» 
and by fldlful meafures fucceeded in taking iw^ty 
caciques, who had commanded where no lefi than 
fix hundr^ Spaniards had been put to death. Puf- 
fuing mild and fcvere meafures at the feme time, afe 
cording to cáxomnftanc^ he fummoned the neigh- 
bouring towns to' % treaty^ peace* Some acceded 
to his propolals, but others ne^eded to attend. 
With the latter he diffimulated, thinking it bcft not 
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to notice thár cdhtumaícy, añd wrote to Cortes, ^v* 
lag z full account of "Wlifllt.he^Jiad dojbje;^^ kt^d defiring 
to know how the prifo^rg ihould be dU{K>iied pf, ' 
Ck)lh:es, pñ» t^peiving thtfe !&lífif4&Q|y accounts^^ ap* 
pointed SanclÍDvadi>to fuccceduYiBcjó aacomítaañdant 
at St. Eftevan, and ioábi^ed him, that^ fee the fake 
of juiticc, and^ofhcevoit-fiiture miichi^, it was nit 
cefiary to punfeli «fHtb de?th thofe who had tcm 
any wayooncemed^n, orwho/JMri abetted,' the mur- 
ders of l^iai^ards^; and hegahredire^ons to the al- 
calde, Diego de Ocampo, to take the neceflary ftep$ 
againfi them, with cn-ders to execute fuch as ihould 
be l^aUy^fpiidcmned* Hp.gave orders that every 
neceflary meafure alfo Ihould be taken to conciliate 
the natives of that province, and that proper ftep$ 
Ihcmld be adopted to pi^yent any future ^outrages oi)i 
the part of Garay's troops. Thefe letters, the cour 
tent3 of which were higUy íatisfa¿lary to Sandoval^ 
having reached him, he ppoceeded conjointly with 
Oamjpo to put the orders of Cortes into executipn. 
In two days after th^r receipt they proceeded to the 
trial of thofe caciques who were accufed, and many 
being found guilty by evidence, or their own con- 
feffion, were put to death. Some were burnt, and 
others hanged ; many alio were pardoned^ and the 
diftrids were given to the children and heirs of fuch 
as iuffered. Thefe ads of juiHce being done, acam- 
po, in commiance with the éirtW inftru6H6ñs he 
had tóeived from Cortes, proceeded againft all thofe 
Spaniards wíip had corfmiittéd outrages, robberies or 
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mutdcK^ Of who, going tkmugh the cousitiy t», 
bands, haul in«iled úáieae'yütí&snto éOtn M ibem i 
«id, having fiáfzed »Bd Ct^y^Sod togeth» thdfe ^ub^ 
Ik: ¿ilhu1>ei«, he^cMÍMl them to embarik for the 
Sbiui of Cuku ^ Juan lie Orijalva* «Cones ofiare^ 
tiie aAterMtiiAtKlf aix»ittifl^«a prisfeat of two thon- 
&tid <:mmii^ and a paffiige to Caba, or, if lie pn^er* 
ltd &aifing im ^e ooantry^ aa hosouraWe reception 
at Sfexioow Q^njabm and all:(lbe otheci^ivece asikii^ns 
howei^r tq^^^gp^i, ajid noconUngly tfaeyi% &U fep 
tllatift^^ 

* Sandoval and Ocampo, having thuá cleared the 
colony df thdfe trotiblefiDWic inmates, returned to 
Me^co, leaving an tjffioer of the name of VafleciHo 
governor tíf the fettl^nient.^ O^ JÚíár «rfrd they 
weife ^fecerved by Goites and every one there as th^f ^ 
ferric^ meiitcd, for a general appreh.enfion prevailed 
of ibme mi$fortutte occurring on that expedition, 
8uch was i4ie iiKTcefs of 'the meaferes jMi^^ed^ as I 
have above related, that there ivever wés lUQothdr in-, 
.fiirre^tion ia that ^ovince. 

The reader has been told how the licentiate Zuaza 
met with G>iiy in theiüand of Cuba, and^that th^^ 
latter fnad^ pcipffinj^ invitations to him^o ts^ke a part 
in his espedition^. Zuaxo agreed to this^rojpofal, ancL 
pron^Ued to follow, as foon as he could (give up Jiis 
OjEipe.^ Hayiiig effeijted this, he .embarted^ taking 
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"wk^ hisa two brothers o£ the ord^ of Mercy^ Vt%é 
^GoniHlo de Pootcredrái aiftct Brtu Jum «fe Varilh^^ 
Theíe three perfons, purfuing their voyage^ íedl ait)04)¿ 
£>me fmall iflands named Las Víboras, very £sttal to 
veflels. Here they were obliged to throw overboard 
their provi£ons> and the pieces of pork attraded a 
number of fliafks^ one of which feized a iaiior, and 
tore him to pieces fo that the whole water round 
them was difcoloured with his blood. They ^ere 
then obliged to run the veflel on flior^, and in this 
iituation they were left. Two Indians of Cuba who 
were with them had the art of obtaining fire by rub- 
bing two dry nicks together j in the fimd they foun(K 
fome brackilh water, and a quantity of turtles came 
aihore to lay their eggs. Thus they obtained ppovi- 
fions fufficient to fuftain thirteen perfons. The iailors 
^ib contrived to kill the fea wolves which in the 
flight were frei^uently found on theihore. Amongil 
the crew were two íhip c^rpenters> who had prefervea 
their working tools. Out of the wreck oí the veffel 
they conñru^c4 aXmall Jailiiiig boat^ in which three 
mariners ana one Indian embarked for New Spain, 
and made the port of Calchócuca, in the river Van- 
deras. From thence they went to MedelKn, and, in- 
fotming the governor of the fituation in which they 
had left ^he licentiate, he fcnt a veffátin fearcii of 
them. The veflel arrived at the illand, But Fra. Gon- 
xaio (fied a few days before. The reft, Ihortly arriv- 
ed «tt Medellin ; from whence they went to Meiico^ 

where 



Digitized by 



Google 



4o6 THE TRUE fíKTORt ÓK * 

where they had átf reafon t^ be «iatisfied with the re- 
ception they met with ñom Cortes, who made Zuaaso 
liis alcalde major* 



■ r- 



CHAPTER IV. 

Expeditions under various Officers. 

AS the views of Cortes were always lofty, and 
tending towards domination, áñdas he was welT 
iupported by the talents and bravery of his captains 
and foldiers, after having eftabliihed his power in the 
great city of Mexico, and in Guaxaca, Zacatula, Coli- 
ma, Vera Cruz, Panuco, and Guacacuaico, he learned 
that in the province of Guatimala there were po- 
pulous nations, and rich mines. ^ lie tTierefore deter- 
mined to fend a force, under Pedro de Alvarado, to 
conquer and colonize that country, and having firft 
, fent an embafly thither, ineffe£hially, Alvarado, at the 
head of threehundred infantry, and one hundred and 
thirty-five cavalry, two hundred Tlafcalans and Chq- 
* lukii3, and one hundred Mexican allies, with four 
pieces of cannop, was ordered to march. to that pro- 
vince. ' 

Cortes 
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Cortes gave inftmaions to *Alvarado, that he 
ihould if poffible bring: thofe nations, over to him by 
peaceable methods^, and that Fra. Bartholome IhOüld 
preach to. them upon the articles of our holy religion \ 
that all prifons and cages fliould be broken in pieces, 
and the prifoners fet *t liberty. 

The éipediíjon let out froni Mexico, on the thir- 
teenth day of Defembef, one thoufand five hundred 
and twénty-threfe. On his march Alvarado received 
the fubmiffipn of the diiltift named the Rocks of Gu- 
elamo, and there obtained many rich preíbnts of 
gold. When the army, paiBng the provinces of the 
Zapotecas of Teguantepeque, and by. Soconufco, 
which laft pls^ce contsuned upwards of fifteen thou- 
iand houfes, came into the neighbourhood of a place 
called Zapojtitlan^ at a riv^r over which there was % 
bridge, they perceived a number of bodies of war- 
riors drawn, up to .difpute the paffage with them. 
An aftion enfued, in . which many foldiers were 
Wounded, and a horfe killed. So numerous were 
the Indians, that the Spaniards could not break or 
difperie them without three very hard fought battles. 

!From this place Alvarado continued his march, 
under, cQuftant alarms from the neighbouring Indians 
of Quetzaltenango, and after fome time he arrived 
at a defile which afcends a mountain, for the Icngtk 
of about a league and a half; When he arrived at 
the funamit, he found there an Indian woman, very 

Vol, IL Z fat. 
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fat, and having with her a dog of that ípecies wBích 
they breed in orcfer to cat,, and \irhkh da not hark# 
This Indian was a witch ; die was in the a£l^ facri** 
ficing the dog, which is a fignal of koftiEuy.. . , Short* 
ly aft^r, our army percaved midtitudes of armed 
Indians advancing upon them on aHifides, má <fiffi- 
cult, broken traét of ground, where the cavalry 
cotdd not charge. Tlie ¿ifántfy atfyanced, biit our 
troops foon percdiyed that thefe Indians z^Q^td uport 
a regular plan; for they retreated ifeto tJke moft 
rough and difficult ground, VJiere above fix thoufand 
of the warriors of Ütátlan, ^'«lí'hích is -átlgaccínt to 
Quetzakenango, fell upon our people. They were 
however for the prefect put to flight, but foen ralli- 
ed, being reinforced by frdh troops in grcatnuoibcTS, 
who waited ouf advance, and fought our troops 
foot to foot, parties of three or four of thertr feizing 
a horfe before and behind, and endeavouring to pull, 
him to the ground. During this time the exertions 
of Alvarado, and the exhortations of Fra. Barthdioíñé, 
who reprefented to our foldiers thefervice which 
they owed to God, and that they muft conquer or 
die, for the extenfion of our holy faith, trever ceafed ; 
thus animated, our troops completely fucceeded in 
difperfing the Jfcndians. ITiey then halted in the field, 
"and were unmolefted hy the eneni'y for three days; 
-aftqf which they advanced to the town of Quetzal» 
tenango. 

, Mesuiing 

# 
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Meawuig to give fome repofe to his troops, Alva- 
radio was difappointed to fiitd that the Indians wert 
jiow aflcmWcd in greater force, and determined to » 
attack him in his poft» On their approach, to the 
number of about lixteen thouiand, for their army 
W2» compofüd j)f two !^aipils, Alrarado drew out 
his troops in a ]j#n, and^ adv^aodfig upon the enemy, 
comipletely def^^cd them, jf^óth fuch lofe, that for a 
long time after they remained completely under awe 
of the Spamarda. 

The chiefs now prápo&d to treat for a peace, and 
fent amhafffiutors to Ahrarado, who received them 
kmdly ;, but they had at the fame time arranged a 
fdan for the dfcflTuftion of the Spanifli force, and it 
was this : Not fer dtftant was a place called Utatlan, 
in a cfi£cuit country^ and furrounded with defiles, 
whither they perfuaded him to march, and it was 
determined that when the Spantaxds were arrived 
they Ihouhi befallen on by furprifc with the forces of 
both the diftricks. Alvarado marched for Utatlan, 
but on'his arrival remarked the bad fituation of the 
,plxce« This town was of confiderable ftrength, hav- 
ing only' two' gates, to one of which was an afcent of 
about five ^nd twenty fteps,^ and the other opened to 
a very bad and broken caufeway. The ftreets were 
very narrow, and the houfes joined j and, in cafe of 
being attacked, the ground about the town was un- 
fit for cavahy* The Spaniards obferved alfo that the 
V omen t^and common people had dilappeared ; and 

fome 



Digitized by 



Google 



210 J . THE TRUE HISTORT Of *' 

fome Inc^ans of the place which they h<KÍ ifA teld 
them, that warriors were p©fted in: ambuicade round 
the towriy yhich it was intended that jlight to fet fire 
toj and tliat 'sxja^ to he a fignal for a general attack. 

Ahrarado therrfore ordered hk tioops under arms^, 
^d marched out into the ppen country^ tdling the 
caciques that it was to givf his hcfie^ gr%f$^ They 
did not feeiTi jde^ifed with this c]}aftge, md as fooa as 
Alvarado had his troops cksút of the tawn he feized 
the cacique who governed it, and, reproaching hinit 
for his treafon, ordered that hp Ihould be burnt alive 5 
but Olmedo obtsuned, a reipite, and permüHon to ujfe 
his endeavours to convert him to.o^r hdy£u[th. ,He 
accordingly preached an entire. day, and at laft fuc- 
ceeded, and, as an indulgence, inftead of being burn^ 
jtd he was hanged, and his territory ^en to hi&fon*, 
Alvarado now feli upon and difpcrfed fuch of the 
natives as remained about the town^ and his fuccefe 
feaving become known in Guatimalay previous to hia 
jirrival on the frontiers of that natioa, which was in 
hoftility with the people of Utatlan^ they--determined 
to treat; for that purpoie they fent an embaffy, 
charged with a quantity of gold, ^nd to declare their 
fubmiffion as valláis to his Majdlyv - They ofiered at 
the fame time to ferve in his wars. Alvarado accept- 
ed Cbeir fubmiflion and their oflFer of fervice, defiring 
dfem to fend to him two thou^nd of their. ,^rriors, 
which requifition .wa&.inmiediatety complied ^ with. 
As tl^e people had rebelled again^ Alvajrado continued 
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in the ¿buntry of Utatlan about €^ht daysi collecting 
a confiderable %oil and many flaves, and then feitting 
forward on his march, he foon arrived at tie city of 
Guatimala, whear? he was hofpitaWy reteived. 

During this tim» the greateft harmony prevailed 
between Alvárado and his troops, and the natives, • 
the chiefs of whom infbrmid him that in their neigh- 
bourl«>od was ft natton called the Altitans, who pot 
fdSed fevéral ftrong fortreflfes on the fide of a lake, 
and who refufed to come in and make fubmiffion. 
They aHb reprefented^ tfiem as a bad and malicious 
people. To thefe Alvarado ient an invitation, but 
they maltreated the perfons who brought it, in con- 
feqiience of Mrhich he found it neceflary to go with 
an armed" force, ahd, taking with him one hundred 
•and' forty Spanifli foldiers, and two thoufand Gua- 
timalans, he marched againft then!, renewing his 
offer, which was rettirnfed by a difcharge of arrows 
from their warriors, who marched out -armed in coats 
of mail, and founding warlike inftruments, Alvara- 
do put them to flight, and piirfued them, with con- 
fiderable lofs j to their fortreflfes which were over the 
lake. He then drove them from thence, and, making ! 
feveral prifóners, compelled them to take to ühe wa^ 
ter, and crofs over to an ifland. The principal per- 
fons whom he had taken he fet at liberty, ^md bid^ 
them'gp tod tife their endeavours to perfiiade their' 
fcóüntrymen to a peace. Between threats and pror 
inifes, Afvarado at length fuccceded, after which he 
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f eturAed to Guatrniala. Frak iBartfadbme^ exerted 
himielf with effed in his hdty aStsXj&^ty ereétíng as 
ahar and an image of <mr Laíéf^ he explained tbci 
myfteries o£ our faith to the natir^ who imttatod 
our example in adoring the Holy Virgin. 

A people who came firo«i a di&urce towaards the 
fouth, to make ftLbmiffiafr, mé *^bo wore «iai»ed the 
Pipiles, told our chief,' that in their vnf wa$^ a^nartioit 
.called the Izcuintepeques, of ^ very majignant ajod 
ol^itinate difpofition, who makreated all &ich as went 
throi^h their country. To. them he fen* aB invilsh 
tion to come in and make fubmiflicni, ^ich they 
negle¿ting^ he msurched agsánft them with his wholt 
force and a body of hh a]}les of Guatkiiak, »%d» 
coming on them hy furpriie, ^he made great deilruc- 
tion among them« This was an unfbrtQnate event, 
produdive of Tnifchief, zad dire¿tty contrary to his 
Majefty's orders. I have now given^ the ceader a 
fununary acanmjt.of the4::Qnq;Dieft ajad pacification of 
Gi^mala. and its dependencies^^ but it may h^ i^und 
at full length, as written by Gonsalo do Alvarad(\ I 
was not preüent at it, nor did I go into that proviñqt 
untU my return from HQigueras^ The Indiians of this 
province axe not, good f^kUors; only waiting the at^ 
iack in brcd&en grounid- 

. ;, Cortes. had been informed dijft the p|©vi»cc;s of 
Jugueras and Honduras contain^ richmiAes^ and 
x:ertain^ ^^ilors alio told him they hi^i m€([ ^th ^h$ 
i J» natives 
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nati^m^ jfifting, and thai: they iiiedjocts whic;^ had 
wieigfats^ jof gold jasáxcd -sfkh copper ; as alfo, that á 
firait, or -pxShgtj was probably fomewhere about that 
coafL in coni{diano&. with MsMajcfiy's árders, he 
therefore determined to fend a body of troq)s thither^ 
under Chriftoval de Oli, to fearch for this paflage to 
the Spice Iflahds, and to make ixiqiiiry concerning 
the minsesk As the w%j thither by land wa& vtstf 
tecficm^and cBficalt, it was dcterttiiiied he Ihould go 
by iea^.and accordingly fix fliips vere providedy and 
tfari^ 'faindred and.feyenty ioldiers embarked, of 
whotaacop^ huiidrcd viere mulketeoraand orois^bowi 
laayen, and tii^niy-t^ro ca^^alry* Five aUb of the old 
conqúíbroTB c£ Mexico, the companiong of Onrte^iaiid 
his Maje%f8 véteiMSk iervants, ivho had retired to 
tiieir honfe^ and repok^ wercxom^teánded to take x^ 
^Uns %^pÁn ¡on this xxcafion ; and it was of no ir& to 
ten Cortes t^t any one had ferved long enough, or 
fiaffer^ hardfliips; JEbr when Cortes ordered ih> ro- 
tnonfirances ayailed. There wasaKb one Bripn^s, a 
fea£mng man, of a foc&ions düpofitácm, and a bitter 
«incmy to Cortes ; and many of the fi:ddiers whoLCi*i- 
l^arked thonght they had been ifli iiied in the diftribu^ 
tion of lands and property. 

Hie inftraftions i^ven to Dc Otó were, to iaSl <t<i 
the Havannah, to receive proTÜons and ncceflEitieSt 
liñd^]^t^éi| ids voj^e to ifigucaras, where hewai» te 
tnake inquiry whether any harbotcc, .ftrait (Mf Ips^J^ 
lay to tlK ibuthward:; aKb to fearich&ar nm^s of goW 

4 and 



4 



Digitized by 



Google 



úñ " *fMÉ tftÜE HÍSTOttt Oí* 

and fiiver, and in fome commbdious fituatlon.' td 
build a town, - not fteglcékifig ^the im^re&s of th«. 
church, £ú4 the exténfion whereof twp reverend friars^ 
one of whom ^oke the JSfexiean language^ were ta 
iUlend the expeditions 

De Oil enibitfjbed ¿rom Villa rHica^ and ani\^d at 
tíie Havannafci where he took on board hi&provifioris 
and horfes, and aifo five perfons of thoü^^wfao had 
come out with Garay, and who had been expdkd 
from the fettlcmeM of Panuca for feditious a^nxtttft* 
"ihefe perfons attached then^ires to De Oli, and; be^ 
gan to inftil their poifonous counfels in his mind^adb 
viiing him to reaotince his obediéñóe to Cortes^ 
Rriones alfo laboured intMs» and, having, concerted 
mattars with Velafijuez, the mortal enemy, of Cortes^ 
it was ibttled amüngft thciKl that De Oli Ihould pu* 
hifí^ícíf under Velafijuez, who would fi;qpp<Mt him m 
-his ecs:pedition, and alfo ma)ce fuc^ répre&ntatíons at 
. court, that the new fettlemeiit ihould be taken out 
of the hands of Cortes, and the government thereof 
givoi to De Oli* This man was of gi;eat perfoi^ 
^¿ur,. a very ^good foldier, but unfit to be a com»* 
mander ; he was at this tinw about thirty-fix years of 
2ige, and was a native of Baeza or Linares : he had a 
good perfon and countenance, á cleft iú hiá uíidet lip, 
and his voice was rough and fierce; he was eftduecj 
witto imany good^ qualkies, being, fincere^^pd for a 
loog \4ü[cfte much attached to Cortes $ untSkl^ ^mki- 
4l©8-of ^ver^pgj and diflike of bdiig;^w?rij^ 

'> ' ^á • .Tperyerted 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE COK^t^ST OF MEXICO. ,.4 415 

•fcrreítiíd his mind, by the influence of bad advifers. 
. He bad bepn brought up in the houfe of Vdafquee, 
but was und^ much greater obKgations to Cortes. 

be Ofi fet fail from the Havannah, and on the 
third of May arrived at Ms ftation, which he on that 
account named ElTriumpho dé la JCruz, Here he 
appointed his mvii adminifkration, making his alpdcfes 
and rcgidors of thofe whom Cortes had recommend- 
ed to him. He aHb took pofleffion of the country 
for his Majcfty, in the name of Cwtes. IBs motivé 
for doing this was, becáufe he wi&ed to conccd fr#m 
thrfe perfons his fcceffion from his general, and wilh- 
ed to keep them Hs friends untfl he could aicertain 
how thebufincfe was likely to turn out ; for, if the 
country was as rich as he had reafon to fuppofe, he 
% intended to throw Corfcs oflF, and fet up an indepen- 
i dent government ; if, on the other hand, it iSioükl 
appeat not to be valuable, he could return to his p(rf- 
feilions at Mexico, and glois over to Cortes his ne* 
gotiations with Velafquez, by pretending it was done 
. in order to put him in good humour, and induce him 
to give him the neceflEtry fupplies. Thus was the 
new colony of El Triumpho de la Cruz cftabliíhcd, 
from whence no intdligence reached Cortes for up- 
wards of eight months. 

In the town of Guacacualco were a confideraWe 
number df veterans, and Spaniards of quality,, who 
were»entrufted with the government of the province 
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of that natne,^9getlier with thofe of Citlat T^afco, 
Cimatan, ChoDtalpa, Cachula» Zoque, the Quilenesj 
Cinacatan« and Chamuela, Chiapa of t}ie Indians, Pa- 
panaufta, Pinula, Xaltepeque, Güazpalíepeque, Chi- 
nanta, and Tepcque. In the whole of New Spain, the 
demand of tribute was the iignal for an infurre¿tion, 
and tiiofe who attempted the colledion of it were 
kitt^^ as indeed were all Spaniards who fell into the 
hands of the natives. In thofe provinces the rdiftance 
was univerfel, and we were under the neceljity bf go- 
ing round from one city or town to another with a 
co«ipany of fddiers, to preferve the peace* : -/ 

The diftrid of Cimatan being partiadariy refrado* 
ry, and captain Luis Marin being unwilling at that 
lime to fend a body of troop's thither, it was deter- 
mined that four neighbours^ whereof I was one, 
fiiould be fent tp try if wc cduld bring th^ people to 
reafon* Accordingly, fetting out upon our journey, 
when we approached the principal town, we difpatclv- 
ed meffengérs to acquaint the people with our buii* 
•* «cfs. When we came nearer to it we were met by a 
large body of Indians, armed with lances, and bows 
and arrows, who killed two of my comrades, and 
SItrbunded me defperately in the throat. My fur» 
viving companion, after a fe^ blows, provided for 
himfelf by making oflF to fome canoes by the bafck of 
the river Macapa, fo that I was left alone j I however 
^retained fufficiently my fenfes to creep into fome .^ 
buflies, where, recovering a. little, I addreffed myfelf 
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ta Heave», and implored the aid of out Holy Virgin, 
befeeching her not to let me die in the hands of thofe 
dogs of Indians. Then, feeling my powers return to 
me, I fallied out, and, forcing my pafl'age through the 
natives, giving many good cuts by the way, I made 
my eicape to where my comrade was in the canoes, 
with four Indians whom we had brought with us to 
carry our baggage, which they had thrown away, 
and which the natives quitted us to pillage. As it 
was the will of God that w^ ibould not loie our lives 
on this occalion, we then got acrois the river, which 
is very broad and deep, and full of alligators. To 
avoid the Indians we were obliged to remain eight 
days ccsicealed in the woods, and, from our not ap- 
pearing, we were all concluded to be loft. As was 
the cuftom at that ^im'e, our property was ibrthwitli 
divided amongft the otfi^r Spaniards ; however, at the 
^nd of tvrenty-three days we returned to our town, 
to the great joy of our friends, and difappointment 
of thoi^ who had gotten poffeflion of ovr lands and 
Indians^ 

Captain Marin now thought proper to go to Cor^ 
tés to reprefent the ftate of affairs, and demand more 
foldiers. He accordingly fet out and waited on Cor- 
tes, who gave him thirty foldiers, commanded by 
Alonzo de Grado, with orders for the whole body of 
ISpankrds to mar¿h for the province of Chiapa, which 
was \x\ a ft^te of war. Accordingly wo fet out, for 
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tfce f itJUi.iiÉL of rcdiiciog it, and of building a towa 
tbere, to ]fLSp the inha^tánt^ in chfsd^ 

TJie firft tiling neceflary was to makr a:roa4 
through the woods, in a very marlhy country, 
where we were oÚiged to m^e caufeway* for the 
horfes to pafi. Proceeding thus, we arrivfedai a jj^iie 
called Tezpu^tljtif, áad cootinu^d our Foi;tf:e^^ita[iether 
town nampd Cachula, frOm whence we |itO€^eded, 
there being xko p^iSigo pcevio^s to. Our e^peiiiti^n, 
froto the iear the other natives hwc oí thóft . of 
Chiapa, who undoubtedly were at tbirt tiw thfe 
braveft warriors in America 'y they dab rdbb<id páffcn- 
^ers and travelfing tnerchafttSi wd^ brou^bft off ; Ae* 
inhabitants of thefe dtftri¿b to cdiomsc and.titt their 
:i^o^nd$ nor could tbeMexkass eircrfufadvtetlKm. 
This our expedition took plteeih Lent, the ^car I 
cannot bring to my: recofle^cb, but think it was offie 
tl^^uiand five hundred and twvmt^fmr. WhcSn we 
cajns near the city of Chia^, we naade ai,revi$5ir ¡of 
our force, which confifted of twenty-feven hcst^lftffl, 
f*Jtwenty-three mulketeers, and a field piece under the 
' diredion of a gunner who told us that he h^ieqved 
in Italy. ^Upweyey that was, ho was of no ufc,^ b^iog 
.^ y^ry cowarcyiy fellow, We: had leventy ioot fiiWi^ejfs 
ajfmed with fwprd and targ^/á^ ^out ÉÍghty.Me;x- 
ic?ans. The (^aciguf jiyf Cj^^ ci ^?.-pí^' 

eipal people, attended.us, -trembling with. %Jr,i four 
fddiers of the meft aiUve of our little^ annjrc j||. w^om 
I was one, were always fent forward to reconnoitre ; 
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tíic grotmd' Mt5 beings fit for ; a^ hoa^o^ I leArf0ne b^ 
lm4^ aiul w? were wáiíally in frotíf of Ói^rpiy abou^ 
h^^ ^ leagii^ The fieppk of Chbpsu bemg^mudi ac- 
i^ftomed tqiwiiaitmg, foai^oi; them who were thus 
cw^^oyed, pes;c^viog us at a diftance,,gai^e the alarm, 
and made fignals by fmoke. 

As «^ z^roached th^ &ft íettJement, which is 
called Mapa^ and is di^ant four leagues from th^ 
pifindf)al town^ wc fquad the roads,, which raa 
through cultivated gjro.uivis, wide and convenient ; 
and on each fide weie. plejitiful crops of corn and 
vegetables. We entered this town, but the inhabi- 
tants ha4, quitted it ; and,, having pofl^d oiar guards 
and fent. Qut;patrcJe$pi the remainder went to reft; 
but we ^erie fi^oa rouíed bgf the arrival oif two of our 
out psHTtj^j wljio came i% at full fpeed to tell üis that 
the natiS;^ wore calk¿^ng fyom^ ap parts to^ attack us. 
^e ftood to pjtii ^tms«/ and adv^ced te ^^^ Úmm 
out of thiE tow% wiíífíí a» jf*ify ftyea?e íiAíqb eitfued í 
for they wejre piQvideditr>ti darts, hardened ifi firej, 
fW4r dubfi^ afld Unce^ l^g^r than oui^ audalfo a 4^ 
gpod de%nfive :^^mcA^*,|p|^ As. the field 

of battle wa^ . ver;^ ^<^Yr '^^ ÜKngerS: ^áid us idafinit-e 
.p)ifchie£.jrh^yv approached u& £9 clp& that in the 
GufsSi, attack th^y- 141^4: tK^ of ouc fi^ldiers,,^ and four 
^ir£es^ wci?^d€4 9ur'ire!yí?íemi'£^h^>?í Fí^ Juant, and 
ijb^teea fc^dier?, ,^nd deftcoycd maay of o^r. allies. 
5?t^r raptiffl^ ]^ifi%ra^Cawiis wounded in. t\gQ, .places. 
T^ adiW.J^fte^^dajfkfnight, when, haying made 
. an 



Digitized by 



Google 



¿20 THE TRUE fflSTORY OF 

an unfatirfa^ory cx|[)eriinent of the iharpnefs of our 
fwords and t^ efleit of our muiketry, the enemy 
retired, leaving behind them fifteen killed, and many 

r 

Wounded, from two of whom, apparently principal 
people, we learned, that on the next day a general 
attack was intended upon us* ^ . 

Tlie manner in which the enemy had fought eon- 
vinced us that they were no deipicable warriors ; for 
when a cavalry man halted to make a thruft, the In- 
dians feized the horfe, and wrefted the lance out of 
the horfeman's hand, or pulled him to the ground. 

On the next day we purfued our route to the city 
of Chiapa ; and a city it might truly be called, from 
^he regularity of its ftreets and houfes. It contained 
not lefe than four thouÉind AmiKes, not reckoning 
the population of the many dependent towns in its 
neighbourhood* At the dütañcé of about a quarter 
of a league from the place which we had left, we 
found the whole force oi Chiapa drawn up td receive 
us. Their troops were adorned with plumage,, and 
well armed, .ofiFenfively and defenfiVdy, and the Bilk 
refounded with thdr ihouts on our appearance. It 
^as dreadfid to behold the fur^ with which they 
threw themfelves upon us like enraged lions ; as for 
our black artillery man, f ted black he was indeed to 
us ) he Was fo ftupificd with fear, that he ftood trem^ 
bling arid' unable to put the match tQ tlyc gun, and 
when at lift >fre fucceeded in roufiig him, he fit^ 
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the piece with no other eflFed than that irf Votinding 
three of our own men. Our captain f^v;c ftrders to 
the cavalry to form in fmall bodies, and the muike- 
teers, crois-bow-men, and fword and buckler men^ 
to clofe hato one comp^d battalion, whereby th^ 
cavalry and infantry fupported each other. The 
enemy were fo numerous that had we not been the 
men we were, it would have gone very hard with 
us J and we ourfelves were aftoniihed at the bravery 
of our adveriaries : but good father Bartholome flood 
firmly by us, and adminiflered comfort to us by his 
exhortations, promifing that we fhould be rewarded 
for our exertions, both by God and by Caefar. Our 
captain Marin likewife frequently encouraged us, call- 
ing out to charge them in the name of St. Jago. We 
at length forced them to fly before us ; but as thera 
were hard by tracb Df very rocky ground, where 
the cavalry could not follow them, freih bodies of In- 
dians fell upon us by furprife, while we, thinkijig the 
day our own, were returning thanks to God and our 
Lady. Of thefe troops a number were prepared with 
long thongs to twift round the horfes, and throw 
them down, 2uid they had alfo ffaretched out the nets 
which they ufed m hunting, for the fame purpofe. 
Irhe enemy attacked us here fo defperately, that hard» 
ly one of our foldiers efcaped without a wound ; they 
wrefted the lances from fome of our cavalry, and killed 
two foldiers and five horfej^ In the centre of their 
army was z, woman, aged, and immoderately fat, who 
was efteemed by them a goddefs, and had promifed 

them 
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ftcm the víftery. ^ey had ^Ifo mtriftfein a pan, 
and certain idols uiaáe of ftonc. THs woman, Mho 
had her body psánted, and cotton imxfed with the 
pamt, advanced without any fear among onr dlSk^ 
. who were fórnied by companies, and bjr whom f hi» 
infernal deity was in a very &ort time torn to pieces- 

During this time the battle ragqd, and we and bur 
captain, recommending ourfelves to our i.ady, and 
befeechingthe reverend either to píray for us, threw' 
óurfdves into the thickeffi of it, and forced the enemy* 
to fly, fome to the rocks, others to the. river, where- 
by they dFecled their efcape, being exceHent fmmr 
mers. We. then halted to take breathy And our good' 
friar, joinedby the foidiers, fang the hymn whieh b©- 
tgins " Salve, &c/' and we returned thanks t-o God 
for the viftory. Our army then advanced t0;wftrdi 
a town by the fide of a river, whé¥e we remained the 
entire day and night, j^iying particular attention t<r 
the concealment of our dead. 

U About midnight, ten chieftains of the neighbour- 
ing diftrifts came down the river, which is very 
broad and deep, in five tsanoes ; they difembarked at 
one of our pofl:s, and were made prifoners. Being 
, brought before our captain, they told him ihey be- 
longed to a nation cdled the Xaltepeques, againft 
whohi the people of Chiápa had' made war; their 
objeéfc was, to offer their fupport, and to obtain from 
us a'^rómife; that in cafe of fuccefi agamil the €hia- 
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pans, wc IhouH fet free from them the ñatióná to 
\(rhich diefe Indians beloqn^d ; In the hoped of "which, 
they proinifedus áffiftancc to pals thfe tivd:, whidh 
could not odiervrifetyc done;: 1^ tvas v^ry Iktis- 
•fedory to us, and therefore, Ibai^ two of thriir 
party tjehind, the neft t^nt imtkediatiely to píbvidí 
tt<¿enty canoes. Hitó remainder <^ the night wú 
paflfed uMer it ftrift Vv^atch) for the dAtiis and hoims- 
of 'the kictoy were heard, ivúiñ the banks of theflveri 
#feéte they Were coHefting to attack uL Aá fbdn a* 
it wa& ííéht We &^ our ftifends arrive ifi^ tíhé canbés j 
títóy'alfoíheWed t**á fbtd, thóu^ a very dangerous 
one, and were urgent to us to lofe no time In pálfiíig^ 
to fave the lives of fome of their countrymen who 
had bee¿ Aade prffoners. Accordingly We paflcd the 
river, formed into ar ficdid c<dumn> at die ford, which ^ 
took ÜÍ up to oar arrii-pSts, and where we loft oat of 
our actíírf. On the %pofite hank we were áflailed 
by the ¿netny with fiich a dtíücarge of darts mi ar- 
rows, that not one of cttir party efcaped without two 
or thPCit wounds before we co\iki get out of the water j 
but vaH bodies of other Indians appearing hi our fea#,^ 
and dedaring for usi by attafcMng the dhiapiiis, 
they were fóo» fotccd to turn their báéks and fly 
towards their city, whither We ad^áced ih g©od 
order, with colours flying, and accompanied by our 
aHiés. On our ajrivai there, wt fóüiidí it too dofe 
buUt toibe ikfely occupied by us, imd we ¿bei^éforé 
Ittt<iied otnr camp inr the open ñúá¿ Our cáptaiíf 
nc^wr jfent mcfiengera intitmg thero to peace,- and 
/Vol IL B b ihortly 
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fliprtly after they fent a dqmtatíon of their chiefr^ 
prayi^ forgivénefe, and requcfting to be ^^dmittecj 
fubjeas to I^ Majefty. Thcy.alfo ctefired that the 
neighbouring nations might not. bt permitted to de- 
ftroy their houfesaad plantations, which requcft was 
réádHy granted. When w€ went into this town we 
foimd many pri&ners confined in woocien cages, who 
had been fdzed by them when travelling. All thefe 
were ;releafed and fent to their homes- In their tem-¡ 
pks we found idols of hprri4 "fgare, which Era.: Juaa 
broke to pieces, and alfo many remains of men and 
boys juft íaaáfiqedy and : other trotees of their ..moft 
abominable cuftoms. - - .- /_ r . . , 

Our captain then fent ord^fs t<^;^^ tht neighbour^ 
kig íiatións to come in. Amongftpthe firft who obcy-i 
fed were thok of Ghixiacatan, Gi^anauftla^ Pinc|a,^ 
Gueguiztlan, Ghamula, the ^uiltaes, and others q£ 
the Zoque laiiguage^ with maay more which I do not 
.i;ccolleft. Thefe peojie were.mueh furprifed when 
they perceived with'hy^w imaSl a body we had ventur* 
ed to ^ttadc the warlike, nation of the Chiapans, 

* whom the Mexicans never could conquer. Era. Juan 
jureached to them with great fuoceis, and many came 
to him to be baptised» 

while this wa? palling, a Certain Spaniih folder, 
atti»ded by eight Mexicans, went to a town called 

♦ Chamula, and there demanded without any authority 
a Gontributioil of gold in the name of his ca^tam. 

t . A 
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A portion was cc^ed^ for him, but, not fatisfied 
therewith, he attempted to íBze the cacique, which 
cau&d an infurrcdion in that and a neighbouring 
town named Cuehuiftlan. As foon at our captain 
got intelligence of it, he caufed him to be feized, and 
imme^ately fent him off by exprefi, prifoner to Mex- 
ico. This man was one who confidered himfeif of 
confequence amongft us, very evil^difpofed, and crud 
to the Indians. 

We then proceeded to Chamula, which in conie* 
quence of the above related outrage continued in re- 
belUon. We were aflifted on our mardi by the peo- 
ple of Cinacatan, a poliihed and mercantile nation, 
and, arriving at Chamula, we found tins place ftrong- 
ly fortified by nature, ind the inhabitants well armed, 
having a large kind of ihield with which they could 
cover the whole body, and which when not wanted 
was rolled up. When we approached we were at- 
tacked with fliowers of anbws, upon which our cap. 
tain ordered the cavalry to go into the plain, there to 
watch the infurgents of the neighbouring diftriñs of 
Quiabuitlan. Our muiketeers then fired upon the 
enqmy, but with very little eflfeft, whereas their mit 
file weapons injured us who were uncovered, mate- 
rially. We were during this whole day fighting thus, 
to very little purpofe, and when we attempted to 
force the ramparts, we found them guarded by above 
two thouiand men armed with lances; Finding our 
endeavours ineffedual, it was detennined to procure 

timber 
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and: tp cofiÜxiift. oí tt the jDiad¿m& namedebwros or 
niAotaSf un<kr cover of whitíi few£»ty men or- moi^ 
Qouldapproadi^ and remain, linden the wall% fo^a&to 
ufork an. entrance. We therefore drew off for tha^t 

* úm^ and having procure the timber andfconftraded 

I thde. machines, we^s^pia proceeded toi the attack. 
Under cover, oí. them. oiMT men^nd^a3rouredt0wider-> 
mine the wall, the enemy throwing domxLvepo^ n$ . 
fcalding» water mkied with blood, fire, and heavy 
. ftones, infomudi.that wewsrec^tc indeipair, and 
forced to retfleit tp rqmr^ the macMnes, wMch hav» 
ing^done, we agaui brought them . to the walk, and^ 

< working under^ them^ we made di&rent.breacheSi. 

^ ^foonas^the€neaiyi|)erc^edt}ds^ th^fentinp.to 
the top ofc their ^ ramparta four o£. their priiKcq)^ 

? perfonsi pciefts, andx)thers,^ whoiaddTefled us conrer^ 
ed with.thdrthick Ihieldsy an4 told usy that. &ice we 
waited gold we jni^4|(luiv& it :j and thecewiththpew 
oyer fewnxnwns of fine.gdkti tegethasr wiliWaiquan-f 
tity of gold tx;inke«s, an4'0ther^ tlmigs^made of^thafi 
me^y cafi^ ii^ the forms bfihdlB and foirds^ and they 
aUb atlfas fame time fent among us^freihihoweis. of 
acrowfi^: darts, and^&mesu. We: had fncceeded: in 
inakingitwo/coniideraUievbrfiaches imtlie ^leaHs^fautit 
wa^upw^daork^ andoa^ h«u9y:]3ÚafJ39gim to#falL|/we 
wseiieJtl^xnfoce^igeiito defift |i»rthatiüght, keqping 
goodi:watchi.all;rouiid,©uiiipoftf andjAhnicayakpne^ 
maining joni tha pbin l grouimly faddkdland jbimUedif 
^ Thi^ enemyr- düJMgrlhOivtíifáeJnighfcwéir-ibun^ 

^:: their 
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Hmr wat Kte biflnimcntif^ úsdt ^siuaankarzDa imail 

en thei^xt^darf, wládi tbey*ihid> hod facen prosd&d 
to them by their gods. 

At (ky: bre&k^e aegais» bronghr ¿yn^^urd^ow ma« ^ 
duncs^tQiWtjrkat thciñwalb}.wh«á^ tbeenemyd^ 
fen^bl with ther greateft : obftxnactjr,. womidixsg: five of 
Quxfftoplo^andsamora^thcm'i^ aithruflr, aaid 

were-it iK)tífür th&fircngth of • my.GCrttoft: (^ 
mour^ the Isnccr.iTwmidliav» ginoe t&roti^ m^ 'Hiu^ 
we^ were emplojpcd: danngi the^ wholr tkfj and the 
evening war.dnilnriagony whl^ai hea^ £^ of^raln 
anda very tfiidc?nrift,,as;isrfif^píie|ítl3r thercafe iti that 
nKmntaincmsr chantry; In od&feqtieace 0^ tMfi^ o«?if 
C2^>t3iircs^d4is^ff fwm^fete^e^ and alíoUÉ 

the fiime time the enemy ceafing to fliout and make 
thcinoifai thtffliaBd hitliwt€>:Á)iíei I^ wk^'wa^ accíuf- 
tcmiedtcKfaii&zeis^of tks4dfied(< aifd^aJ^^eredivingthat 
thehr infices . w»e^ Tcftédna^fíft ^ th&'vi^iií; barbi^ns^ 
asul:faatddIls»ls^-eaBc^'atotr^ t^tmhtiné^ed'that íñH 
appiaETcdi to be^iiiíAawd^ bfegan to fü^eét^hey were 
gcángtta atoanfión theJplace<; in cdttféqiíeiitce' whereof; 
I audonoof my commies gettiiig^iit at' a^ fmdt breach 
iaíteíwaü, t05feew4itttíth*y'Wtre doing; fdlTudÜén.' 
IjfrrimtqpOíi upwatds oFttlPo^tóindred^of thtenriifurlris; 
whb^^tadked HS'With^H^ Vitktsi and^wbiitii Tpeedl^ 
ly^hwe pur attend to tói biit^tltót fohieof birr Iridfeii 
allíési. who perceived cmt ftfcüatiétí, caH&d butter the 
reft Urfnotir eijildier^, whft ^ro#dyd -in to^^ where we 
' were 
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were furrounded by thcfe Indians, who only compof- 
cd the rear guard of the garrifon j for all the reft, 
men, women: and children, had evacuated the place 
by the other gate, 

Thefe who remained we quickly put to flight, and, 
purfuing them, we came up with many of the others, 
and made, prifoners feveral misn. Women and children. 
We now quitted the town, and purfued our route to- 
wards -Chinacatan, halting for that night at a jdace 
where at prefent the dty of GÉfapa de k>s Eíi)anoles 
is built. Being arrived here, our captain difcharged 
fix of. his prifoners, with orders to inform their coun- 
trymen that if they fubmitted, he would deliver up 
to them the whole of thpfe he had taken, which mef- 
ia^ was delivered, and checr&lly complied with. 

In conDequence of the orders which Cortes had 
given to our captain, who was alfo my particular 
friend, to give me fome good fituation, I was ap- 
pointed to the command of this encomienda, which 
I held for eight years. The firft thing I did was, to 
get a reverend father to preadi to the Indisms, and 
convert them, to the chriftian faith 5 we iaccordingly 
ereded an altar and* crucifix^; find he preached to them 
to good effeft. The firft day we baptized fifteen,;toL 
my great fa^isfeftion, for I loved and wiflied well to 
them, they being now my own. There was in this 
. neighbourhood a people who inhabited three fortified 
towns, and were; in re^ilipii .againft ,uj5, .named the 

Guegueftitlans, 
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Guegueftitlans, and it became neccllary to march 
againft and reduce thenK Leaving therefore our 
wounded and baggage behind^ the moft ftout and 
a£live among us proceeded againft them 5 they had 
barricaded all their approaches witji fallen tf ees, 
which we cleared by the afliftance of our Indian allies^ 
and; arrived under their fortreffes, which appeared 
likely to give us enough to do ; for, the firft we came 
to was fiill of warriors who were well appoioted, of- 
fenfivdy and defei^v^y* When we mounted^to the 
aflault they all fled and left the place to us, but out 
allies made twa of them prifoners, who were immedi- 
ately releafed, and lent with oflFers of ^eaee and good 
treatment to their friends, on fubmiffion. Thefe 
conditions they accepted, and came in, bringing with 
them fome trifling prefents of gold, and feathers of 
the quetzal. * 

Having thus effe£led ourbufiiiefs here, we proceed- 
ed, according to the dire£tions of Cortes, to eftabliihf 
a colony. Hereupon there was a <Ufier¿nce of opinion 
amongft us, for fome were for it, but others, who had 
plantations and Indians in Guacacualco, were adverfe, 
objecting to it as an unfit fitusttion for cavalry, and 
faying alfo that our force in its prefent reduced ftate 
was infufficient, the diftrift bemg populous,- and the 
towns built in the faftnefles of tha mountains. Thus 
our party fell into difputes upon this and other fub- 
je£ls ; for our captan, Marin, and Diego de Godoy, 
trho was a royal notary and a very bufy perfon, were 

adverfe 
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a3v«rfe to the phn. llxat ttoublcfome fdBoW Aloazó 
4e Criado, ídfo, k í^)caredU 'w:2is poflfeÁTed of a ^tent 
from Cortés^ giving him áo cncomieiida in the pro- 
tiacctof Cbiapa» when it Was reduced to obé^eiíce» 
By virtue of this he demafHkd from l^An thfe gd^ 
whicli had been obtsJbed ñx>m the Lüdians of <9l!dfia# 
and alfo that whicl^ had been found in tlic tempfes^ " 
amounting to OQJ||tli0uland five 4iundred tro^vns* 
This Marin itifirfcwC^aHed^ng that i^ tiecdflary to 
employ it in replacing the h<Hfes Whidb had been 
killed in the expedition, jift the^ differences together 
brought matter? to Sxch an extremity, that ow cap- 
tain put both of them in irons, determming to fhttd, 
De Grado to Mexico j as to Godoy, by djint of inter* 
^dSon and promifes he obtained l^is r^ieafe* Godoy 
made but a veigr bad return to Marittfor hi^^leaiitf, 
foritf immediately entered into a cabal with De Grá* 
do, and it was agreed between them to make a formal 
complaint to Ocotes againft him. I wa^^ipliedto 
7Íi{o to write to him in excti^ation of De Grado^ be-> 
caufe they iaid that Cortes would believe my reprc- 
fentations. I did write indeed, but it was to let Cor- 
tes know the true ftate of the cafe, and by no means 
charing Marin with any impropriety. Dé Grado 
wasfent to Mexico under an oath to prefent himfelf ' 
to Cortes within eighty days ; that time bong allowed 
on account of the diftance, which is upwaids of one 
hundred and jainety leagues. * 
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' THE COHQIOEST OF MEaQCO. 23I 

It VÍ» n09r étteminéá by us to chafiife tbo& 
'peopi? vAo íáiifid^ the two foldiers of that party 
wherewith I wat ÜBOt^ as fofmerly mentioaecL «:&i 
our phry we marched through a diihid ib very rug- 

# god, ÚAt the pafl^ge was impoifiUe to our hbrfei 
MBtiiattt affiftance^ whlch^ on «an a{^dication: to the 
caciques, was reajifiy a&rded us* Thele people ate 
named Tapdola. Continuing j^urjrout? by the Silo^ 
Suchiapa and Coyumdapa diHriJ^^we came |p thofe 
1^ the.Tccoin|yaj:|pl and Ateapah Indiaid. . The 
houies in the chief Itrwn^^'Which bdonged to my dif* 
trtá, joined ^u:h other, and formed a very populous 
and extenfiye place. Near this was a ki^ smd úásp 
river, wMch it was necefiary to pais, and haré we were 
uppokdhy the people ú£ the town and Tidnity ; but 
after a {harp a^^on, wherein we had üx ibldiers 
wounded and three hories kiOed^ vrei put them to 
flight, they all taking to the mountaons and woods» 
having firft fct fire to thcár town. We ñayed here 
five days, taking care of the wounded; and, having 
made many of the woitien of this place priibners, our 
captsñn &nt to invite the people to peace, ^diich was 
accepted, and they returned to their homes. Godoy 
was averfe from this lenity, and told our captain that 
tliefe people who had revdked without any reafon 
fliould be punijhed, or at any rate made to pay for 
the hories . which were killed in the action. I was of 
1 different opinion, and thought that fince they came 

^ peaceaUy they ihould not be made to fiiffer ; and giv-i 

ing my opinion freely, Godoy becatne enraged and 

Vol.. IL Cc broke 
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^ ^folia isjft into: angry wordf¿árom.*hidi.^^ ta 

Uow<f» and ^ew ow fw^edsw r^^.^ood inany ¿rutt 
]iiflR»L between ur before we «oidd^b^ parted, and ii 
wciad isat been fo, one or óúít^k^í w vrmM-hsxfc 
loft ii}ill£si Márin, who Was « ^ood and mild nian, 
£iw Jbe im|iro|»riéty: «f ufing iaHh meafurei» wi^ 
the^i people, and, rfftoring all th«r|>rcq)erty to tfcem^ 
kft them in peace. :: : .: , 

We «emtíniíed oirr toarcir, and, paffing by othe* 
tlifiriAS of Cünia|]bm and 7^atiq>atit we were, aflailed 

* ty a nnmber of 1íi¡át archers, who ^ve M a ycdky 
whereby above twenty of our foldiers were wounded^ 
and twt>^rfes killed ; tod but that i^ immediately 
.ayttádo^ and drove them £fom their poft, they would 
«haveídon^b us much mifcl|cf* I muil et^ervjs, that 
thefe are the ftroi^gdl archers that ever I-ntet with, 

. for they drive their arrows through two fuitsof cot^ 
toft niail weB quilted ; which is a #ondriful f0rc¿ 
Their cOüntiy is in great part marfil, w^ch ihak^ 
when a foDtOTan. walks upon it;. *Jt wai therefore iñ 
vain to purihe the natives; añdaifor our^fl^s of 
peac^ they treated them with negle¿l. We therefore 
thought it beft to'msdce our Ihorteíí way to piir tówa 
i^éuaáacuako..: .We iiMl^^ur route for it by the 
d^rifir of Gfttmango, Nacaxa, Z«4ca, Teotklan, Cos- 
pilc^jíiíd othíís which I* do hat recoUe^, tot Píapí» 
af¿áacrofe the? rivers Aga^ualulco and Tonala, tq. 
Gíiitcaaíakój "Whiere^e kiUai iorfes. «rere ^aid ,£911^:^^ ' 

* ^ -*I •«;>vAs 
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THE CQNiJUEST <W MEXICO. ajj 

'Aft to Be Grados whoft he anivedat MexieA«ÍK(. 
^ra^ed on Cortis» éhú^ffmtnl ims figUy: ^JpfeiiBlr 
with hUn, tcffing li&n to mkt three tfaortmri ámnac 
and go ««the iilaiiAof€abo^3DBdgtm:hñAaiidi^^ 
no £uiher troubk. Be/Orndq howe^psr aiiAfcfiftik' 
a^lp^ that they ^N» aftenrvdi {pad £nm4l. c^-I 

. . ^ . -'W -• , - ^ --£*- - 



; -•; ■■ :.: - :■■■■ ■ ' - • r> 

^ . .... ^^.} . I . — T. vi-v •-.-.• 

Tranfaólions m OldSpain^ . ^ ,;.,, 

IK the year one thoujOwd fiv^^hunc^ ed and twen^r 
onc,^ imr mi^ Ho^ Fatl^cr. pope Adrian of J^p-. 
)»a)Epa fucceeded.tQ the ibyetd^ .pqntifi(9te.^ , i^ 
"«ras th^ go\miGr of CaftiUjc, aind rc£ded in the <áty. 
of .Vitticia, wheiC; pur agents waited upon.h^ to^ 
1^ the foot of his. HoUnels^ Át the ia;^ t^opie . af; 
rived a great oobleoian froin Germany 3^ c^aHol Mo> 
¿lir de Lafoa,; chamberlain^ hi¡^.^]M[ajefi7^ by who» 
he was ient^ to ^congratulate his j^c^eii on. his eledion;; 
This M^ d^.Lafoa» liayingiieard the herc^qd a^^^flR^ 
of the oon^ierors^of.Me^qp 
thi^jf^^h^wl. done iGpr thp ej^tci^fiq^ ^b9^: ^^ ^^)?li 
tjie conyerfion and baptism <^ fo jnanythouiandsof^ 

ladiahsi 
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Ibduats» '«^metaeAadmoiyrlieM^ add iKpfdiea t(|^ 
tbe.;!^. Bdntu^ t|qUeftii% hita «•- aiu^^fatt the 
Imfinffi ¡wktwáJL ottr.iageáti iirete:%Qs:fi3ojri^» ' I'hit 

MWrl4^4)££an^h]m«i>y^i4mr^^6áte HofyFadi^r 

hs4 fto^hMd imn^^ncM^áliAS djgni^ift the Ul^p of 
Burgos from perfoas of high honour and quality» > 
whtrdby our agents were encouraged to proceed in a 
formal accufiidon againft him, Thoíe who were 
mo& aAive in the bixfin^ were TSn^l^^ de Montejo> 
Diego de Or^bs, tl^ licentiate Frandfco Nunez, cou- 
ftn to Cortes, and I^^rtin Ck>rtes, our general's father, 
who were affified by tmny great and powerful noble- 
men, but prindpalljTbjT the Duke 4^ Bgar ; and^ thus 
OEmntenanced, they brmi^t forward their charges 
witk great effisft. 

**hic ¿ift was, ttót VdhlliucÉ had britól Üim wíti| 
a titótfiaí; with düt people of whfcb he worked gold 
é^kes. '/íecbnáíjr, tkat'in the Jekt due thoufenS í^ 
htífttiittf and fe^nteíM, whra <mfe hundred and ten . 
¿i^uS procured 'vdKK at ow <í¿m cipaafe and fét out 
fbif^ theéífóo^ery bf New SpaSn, the tálhóp of Bitgos 
iltfbtifii¿ Bis^W^^ it t^ ifeegb (te^'VfchJ^eas^ 
wltó^ had'Mone «; xftiáíaty tt) tlie trtA. thirdly, 
that Vdá*iu¿i5 had^ifcíxt tWeüty ihítóíítñd crowte m 
gM^ whfeáh^ n4ító^JtiaA dfe^rip^ há obtain* 
edi to tSéliahbp, tód 3it> patt íolferíl&jeftyi and 
th¿tc«tó^¿tíhc^ ídit: i prdtótk tSi? pd, the tá^ 
lKiéíl'it,-^fc{^ íübñStutiñg 

" ' ^ others. 
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fifbthi albAíiig die £ád ^j^dtait)x^ Vefafi^pieii^ A^ 

^^n puertí^dáti^ áj^ffiéá^^té Kitti fot pístml^ü to- 
i»ldt tt^'lii» Afi§^» ík^ímitd Skn td b!: fél%ed4ñd 
tfií«^ l¿t*^Trabftí %iei* it died; Júíb^ úmt M 
ftkt í)rcfers 16 ihé^S^í^'K^ %Í8 Cafo 4e Cont^áaácídfr 
oFBcvi!!e,^liit they fitótaff «ét gl*^ án^f alHbnce t^ 
Cortes. f!6Í!ferVtfi«1ií?ftt>?»^^ 
niffitary feMcc, ittNcwBpalíi¿ «!k^w^*%«^ not fití 
for it, as iim tht' caTc iñ ttígárd td Me T^pia, td- 
lí^ofli, ill brtxtí- totÍi*ig ¿bo^ u máníige t^tweeií-' 
Ms niecc t^tfti í^^ 1^,1it ffisátéd thé gotxjm/ 
lííéttt óf lífew Spáinr iMáf^W^t Kc 4t)j)l*vtil fcit good* 
tire íÉc tdatíútos traSTiintteirft^ flfe tgcftts ^^^tiaü^ 
quez, which he forwarded to his Majefly, íupprefl&i^ 
thofe of Cortes, which were the true ones. There 

Uftcd, and'éittchrlie cbuIS mi^daif. 

:.. ,' ':v-;: -\ •"':'; -re:.:/.'- ^ b: '.: \; : . 

neft ^Q^ ^^ea&d'to ¿liAcr that .4rhe Ix^ofr'of cBbrgos 
ftspttld havRsma-Értther HtiChiDrity in New S^iain^ t&at 
Cortes ihoKild lye idkciared ^Titeborthereo£^'jai»d thet 
"^ndau^ttw^iftidd ;»cí&tó oíaiBfftsdía^kia forlke^xpi»^ 
fes ^e had i^n it, a^dl ¿ould distf firoTe. ' lits Htjji* 
i^ ient álfo to^NeiB^l^idn a. jftufiifeei' of todi^lgeiices 
fonliébD%it^ afiaddixiáh:itfsyjaii^ watfAeaíbd.to di^ 
rcét Cortes and us the conquerors to pay \MM?eimtíi^ 
attention to the converfion of the Indians, adding 
h(Wmuch it was the duty of idrnfelfand,^!! Chriften- 

dom 
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<^ny to psfxyridt. (h«fe vflssn hidtdoiie fo htoebfcm ttei 
idvauccmcuir of om? hol^ iíátlt : Hft ^!ííW ^^eaífeSl 
to fend toriw hit hrfy. k3i|li6^*l?fi¿lití^©>t .M thisr 
iaaMaje%^^r3doy3Btj?<lim^|M^^ for 

fei as 'relate to }^ jci;^ ^wi^ .jpfltóMTT dfa^bBíhi!>eatVi 
5i4cfii>g thcíret» ms or^qr tbi.Ydali|ü«:tagjYe up^s, 
government <|£x£UiÍK^ oq 7^Qwt,pf;h^Jtí^^ 
out the i^rmain^t un4sr ^^i^aez? in ^}c^|)^c^ o^ the^ 
pcrefHpt^i^y #isfjlcrs Of ^^^#r<^^bejr ;o£ J^udfcncc, 
^ pf'the fe??thien <rf Ac*4p(d^p.p|g^ Je^^ .Thi^ 
^íMhog $]| 9^^ was Í0 affie^Ü^ t^ i^Wrf^ whicfc» 
llis Winds tije Pope, pa^fe* v^ ^cgmdmff^ ajyl bjfr 
his Majéis qrders Wa»fe<^^^ tíb^.whexi^ 

ii^c; retiría :^taJ|üs^q^ d|n^ 

^Q^lf}^Ji ,vL^ : : ':■: c: i :i" . • ... • .•.;:• -v;. 

* At thiá; period.ahived in Bid (SaftiMe Pamp}i9d i^ 
Narvaez, and Chriftaval dc 3apda vAdmHthe bHhop of ^ 
Burgos had created governor of New Spain, together 
witíitheí)iV)UÜníArii;andCÍürd«m ^Ttááe perfijtis 
wsáted bnthe biíhbp toxlcbiaiiilhi& pénm£ipn to lay 
their accufitions agsunlfc tuertes befiire' his. Majcfty/ 
aind, ^ the bÜhop defired 'nothin]g Iktiet than to' 
hcxc comjdaints of Cortes and dF us, he ft^wed úxétii 
every favour. in Ins poweip.i' When the: agents of Ve^ 
lafquez perceived this,' dicy: gladly j(^ned the party, 
and afltogether went lo prefer tMck chtrgiesilbcfore 
the Emperor. . >iw > ' ^ ;. • •. :, 

:' : ^ ■ - '; I'j :\/. - ..... ifhey. 
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THE CX^QIÍÉSI' Oí MÉXICO. ¿33? 

They lAaídd flafdiig1i««iát^>i^ ton; 

that ¥#kiíqüez^ fitted out &maments three ticítes to 
his .cnon great cc^y and gntrufted the command of 
the Uft to CoKas^ whotbrcdce his oigagement* Fsur*^ 
thér^ that when/^^dd(|uez &nt Narvaez with hit Ma- 
jeEfy's cúíúTSÍMbn as govcFnor genceé, «f-New Spain^ 
Cortes made-WiMipoa and defeated hito* Alfo» that 
when the t3^op of Burgps fent Tapia to take the go- 
:iñemment of thoíecoiuitariei in I^sMa|eft]r's name, he 
refuied taobeyvan^ 1^ i|ain fo^e compelled him to 
reimbaric Th^ 23í(>lMCu&d Corta of having ob- 
tained a ipipitity of goMtift tl}e name of his Ms^diyi 
and convertji^ it k*his tmp. yf<^; of having taken to 
himfelf a €£th of all prizage¿ of J;iávix^ burnt t^ 
feet of Güatimotzin ; of retaining the foldiers' flares ; 
and building palaces and fortified hbufes that were 
as large as: whole villages, makihg the inhabitants 
round Mexico work at them, and forcing them ta 
draw large qrprefs trees, and ílonés, from a great difi 
tance ; 342^ that he, Jiad giv)en poifan^t^ Fr;mcifco;^de 
G^rajr,. to. .^' from Irim his .troops and fliipping* 
There vBcrenoany otKet'aqcufiitions brought forwaid, 
fo thatáúíMajcfty was at laft tired of hearing the;ii,- 
believing. dicm to be*tnic. :X'. ::^''i ,. : - . 

liarvnz, when admitted info t^ Eic^ror's pre«* 
fimccy addrefled him in ^s::|)onipoiis-ixin!& of vmce, «f 
foUowa^:::;if^Twr,taiSa^%? muft ftirthcrskno»^i.i^4» 
^OB.tfte TOght I :wi$^itakcn: pírifpi^í,-ríteyijig^;^ 
*^ royal (¿axom^Qúm^rf^ck^t, my ey^ put ojit;, :in4 
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^« iá 2^fiek^9iSm <tf bdAi^ favnit ailvfe^ lor ^^ftro 

'/ th«;i^ aAdlQu4 tbat they wen J^oodb Ibr monef 
^^ owing tnet»y ^pMkitda in Btoaop^nd iH^iikhlwis 
<^ Gosüi^'to «iftforcc^" At|^tltt$ tbe Encerar ggaiU 

bis!Mi$€0y Jiiidi^ he would: gi^^iBLordecs that firiS: jiif« 
ttoe &oilki )>c dfine ; aiiá^lte f cirtk^mth commandadl^ 
thai: cmaia perfeofi of his royadi pdirf coozml fliooki 
be farmed iifto a co^rt of iaq^iiry to ftear ud ded^f 
Tijpdn theie sUlegatioDS» The «perfou lÉnho a>inpQCe4 
this cmirt wsire Maxurio Catirinarioy grimd áaaax^ 
lor of Italy, DeU 3oa, amil\iiodor De la Rodu^ 
Fldmi»^;£[enlaada de V^^ lord of -Grajales^ t|e 
^dor ÍDci? Ga^irsQaly and the ficeatíate Vai^. 

Thid court gtre notio: to tik; (iotiei CO 4mn# f (^ 
^vrard, and iGtorditigty thcy^ procbced their charges 
in t^ iame ^form daat they had been Md before Mi 
Majefiy. To the charges brought bf Vdbfqae^ it 
wa$ replied, that De Cordora was the «^iboverer of 
New Spain, who did it with his companions at their 
^^m^ eoft, aoEKi that V^tiqiiez was^here adf? crknittUf 
i» that heordtered him tfo go to the iflaxuiiof I^ 
Ouans^, to '^tdse Inc&ans by* fi»fte, and make &vea 
df them, flatlhér, that ad»¿ttlifg he ^ ^Juan^de 
Giijafvar thikh€^j;;il ww notfiw'^the jjJWpofe^^^ 
-^ ' teniisation. 
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THE COH^XHIST OF MEXICO/-^ 2^9 

toni:tíktíony but 4xáf |br trade. That for . tke ex- 

•^^fenfcs tefutred, tlie»^iJÍ^al part '««as borne by the 
diffident captains» and nott by Vdafquez, and thefe 
Vaptaifis had thei« colll£ted twenty thottfimd crowns» 
the prifitd^ purt o£ vAidbL%rent to Veltfquez. Far« 
ther^ thatt Tdaiques gave the bilhop of purges la-, 
dians in die iflaad of Ci^ to plKure gold, negled- * 
tag bis dttty to his Majai^. AMb, that admitting it 
was he yn^ feat Cortes, it was by die aj^robaticm of 
his Majciy, and by the providence *oí^ Ood ; for that 
any <>thar commander would have imled in an under^ 

. taking of &ch danger, and that Cortes was not lent 
^ him to cal^y», but to barter ; and that his ef« 
tabliihment i^ the couatry was owing, not to che^iL 
ftruétions of Velafquc% but the inftances of his com* 
paqicttia, f or the fenrice of Ood and his M^jdky. 

. ¿jiq that it. was wdl known» that Cort^ ü^pc^ied 
the ^«rfuá^f his pjpoceecUngs to Iris Mitjefty, fending 
theiewit^ ail the gold he had hem aide to procure, 
he aad hp CQsapawpns ^waiting his Majefty's further 
orders, prdftrat^ on die earth* J[t was alfo repre» 

. fented, how the biihqpr of Burgos fiipprefled the faid 
letters, and feized the prefents, concealiiig from hig 
Majefiy our meritorious fervice ; and when our agents 
wanted to obtain permiffion to wait on his Majefty» 
^threw ,one of them, Puertocarrcro, into prifon^ 
•tedxcre he cScd ; and that he forbid ti^ qüc^s of his 
Majefty, ai Seville, to iuraifii i^ ^tb what we requir* 
ed. iUl which was done by die^ faid bifliop, from a 
corrupt miotcvie, as he wanted to porocure a marriage 
Vfii., II. D d between 
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between either Velafquez or Tapia, aiid his nictót Jiáltí-^ 
, ^ cd Donna Petronfisbde Fqhfeca, ^ he had prbniifecf 
ib$t his fon-in-law flioul^ he gov^mpr of Mexico^^ 
In fupport of all which accuíatioñ» they were ready tQ 
produce proofs.' As t# ^<r expeditioQ of Narvaez, 
our ageni^ r<^lie<f,.that^ in the firft place^ Vdafquez 
:dWerved to ^Scr death for difobedfcnce of his Majef- 
ty's orders; andal& fhat he applied himfelf folely to 
^ Jbilbop, negleding his Majefty, which tm a high 
^cSiihefpea ; in ¿bnfequehce therefore of the above 
fnifdemancft's,ah4 crimeá, our ageiits prayed that the 

* eour^ would bé pjeafed to ^ward punilhment ; to 
whüh thecoürt replied that thty would take it intci 
*<ohfideration. 

\n reply to the charges brought jgainft Cortes by 
Ñarvaez it was rq>refented, thstt on his coming to 
New Spain he^ht word to thegreiit King Montezu- 
ma, that he came to refcue him, ^djL^^jffby caufed 
fucha difturbarlce in the country, as |>ro^€ed:adan^ 
gerous war. That, on his arrival at Ver»0:uz^ Cor- 
fes hid \^tten to him a friendly letter, tiefiring tog 
fee his commifliony to whic^ Narvaez would make 
no anfwer, but dedarcd war againft Cortes and hi» 
companions, notwithiteiding that Cortes invited him 
i 4:^aníd reprefented the nacéflity of, an «mcable junci- 
tionj for the good W his Majefly^s fervice, 1^ all 

• fliould be loft. But Gi^rtes, finding: that ai his infers 
weiie negleded, and Narvaez not Ihewing him his 
^ajefly's commiffiQn, and kn€»wing the-mifcon4uitof 

^' V* Narraez 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 24 1 

Narvaeziri feiziiig his Majefty's oydor, to bring hint 
to puniffiment for fo doui^/went tbliim, detertnined 
to Tee his authority, arid to know the reafon of htt 
conduft, and that*NarCaez had then attempted ^6 
furprife and'feize him, of whieli he could adauea 
proofs and witnefles^; amongft- others- 'Andres dé 
Duero, who was at that tinie with Narvacz. In re- 
gard to his caufing tíie failure of Garay, and poiforf 
ing him u{ breakfaft, it was repfied that the failiure of 
the expedition was owing to GajFáy's own mifconduft¿ 
and ignorance of the country. That when Garay 
fou3id his fituation hopefefs, he accepted the friendly 
offer wluch Cortes ftad made him, of an ho^itable 
reception at Mexico, where an alliance was agreed 
upon between the fatmilies, and Garay was to have 
fcad affiflarice to eftablilh a colony on the river Palmas ; 
and that if it was God's will to take him from this 
Kfe, according to the oaths of the phyficians, by a 
pfeurify, ft^as not in the power of Cortes to prevent 
it. Cortet alfo proved, in anfwer to the charge of 
having retained his Majefty's fifth, that he had fairly 
t expended it in the fervice, together with fix thoufand 

* crowns <rf his own property : that the fifth which he 

* deduiled for himfelf was according to compaft ; and 
in regard to the charge.Of detaining the foldiers'^prize 
money it wis replied, ;tÍÉit in th^ capture of Modco 
very little gold remstited to bt divided, inafmuch as 
the wealfti of the place was almoft ail fallen into thp 
hands of the Tlafcahn andTezcucan allies. In regard 
to turning the feet of Guatimotzin, it was done cori:- 

trary 



Digitized by 



Google 



t ! 



44s THE TRUFHISyORY OF 

tnry to the inclinaticm of Cortes, by hiis Mzy&j^s 
officers, to force Um to diicover where Moatezuma's 
treasure was cpncealed* Id anfwer to the cbargp of 
his i)iiiUdiii£5, it was ñated^ thlR they were truly 
CiiHiptuous, and t^ the cypreibs and i^n^ were 
brpit^ from a great difiance, but that the &id build* 
ijj^y^^e i^ the u4e and honow of Ms MajdQy and 
his íuíceffors: that, the materia ware brought the 
prkvapil pwt of the way by witcr» ajid that the work 
vmfi czxfitdk OQ by the general l^boujt of the Indians, 
vpdcr the wd^ (^ Gu^imcKzie^ as i^ aJwajy» the c^ 
In teutdbkg tb$: houiea of the greatíií in that couMry. 
As taihe comphuiit of Al<mzo at Avjjk fordbly tsdc- 
ii^ th^ coxnmlSan ivomi HánracSrit ^^eaired Jipixk 
ii^i^tian th4 there waa no coouaiffioa wbatev^ in 
thofc papers, the wboje of whidt were receipts for the 
purchafe of hories, aod oiher thitigs fimilar; but that 
Coctes ne:vei: few tfaem, nor was. it done by his order. 
In: regard tei tlie xomplmnts of the pilots againfi Cor- 
tes, the feet of Umbria were cut cff by the lialid -of 
jjuftice, as a puniihment for running away with his 
flap, and Cardenas had refofed to take his fliar^ in the 
di\ifion of the gold, confenting that the whole ihould 
be fcnt to his^Majefly, but that Ccjiteshad given^faim 
out of his OW41 purfe three hundred crowns, which 
v^as ^as^ much zs he deferved, heing^ a perfon of fittle' 
coniideration, and no icddger • In regard to the charge 
r^tive to Tapia, it was alkc^d, that had'he come 
to ]^feKico and produced his Mjgefiy 's orders, they 
f|jp\iM have beien received by Cortes^ proftrate on tíxe 
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g^tmndy witb all refpe¿t and humility f but hb inca* 
pacity was fo notorious, that it was theuniverfal de* 
fire, wd advice, of the Spaniards then in New Spain» 
that Coites ihould ftma^il in the command. Theíb 
charges and exculpados having been duly weighed 
by the court for five days, it was determined to lay 
the whc^ of the proceedings before his Msgefty, to* 
gether with their dedfion, whidi was accordingly 
done. The fentence whidi they g^ve was entirely 
in favour of Cortes : the merit and valour of him and 
the old ccmquerorA of Me^co were highly praifed» 
aHd üicncc was impofed on Velafquez as to hi» com* 
plaints, he being told tiiat if he looked for a remu* 
neratif;^ of hk expenfe? he muft feek it from Corte« 
by courfe of law. Coirtes was aUb dedared governor 
genea^ of New Spaia^ according to the orders of his 
holine& the Pope. The court alfo approved of the 
arrangements made by him in that country, and 
authoriaed him to make the divifionsr of the diftrids 
in fuch a manner as he thought fit. Narvaez was 
referred for redrds to France, where i^vila, who had 
feized his papers, was at prefent priioner ; the pilots 
Umbria and Cardenas obtained royal ieedules, grants 
ing to them property in New Spain to the amount of 
one thou&nd crowns in rent ; and it was ordained 
tliat Cortes's veterans flsoBld all have immediate and 
ample gratifications, im lands suad ItidiatiB, and Ihould 
enjoy pre-eminence and precedency, fuch as their 
valour deferved. The fentence thus given was taken 
ta lialladolid to be confirmed by his JMajefty, who 
• was 
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^as then on his way to Flanders, and whodid con^ 
firm and ratify it accordingly. His Majefty áMbgavé 
orders relative to the baniflxment of lapfed converts 
in tiat ijountry, and forbicf the admijSioh of fcliolarsr 
ior a term of years. His Majefty and the king of 
Hungary were aljfo pleafed to write to Cortes and to 
lis, thanking us for the fervices we had rendered; 
l^he affair^being thus decided- in ouir favour, the docu- 
ments were entrufted to íí.odórigo de Paz*, eoufin to 
tort'cs, and to another relation of his, named Fran- 
ííifco de las Caías, who arrived at St, Jago in Cuba, 
the f efidence of Velafquez the governor, where the 
fentence being' made known to him, and proclaimed 
hy found of trumpet, he fell ill from vexation, and 
fliortly after died very poor and miferable, Montejo 
was given by his Majefly the government of Yucatan 
and Gozumel, with the lórdíhip and title of Don. 
To Diego de Ordas he confirmed his pófleíSons in 
New Spain, and ennobled him, giving hiin for a coat 
of arms the Volcano of - Guaxocingo ; and with thefe 
honours and emolunleitts they returned to Mexico; 
from whence in two or tiree years De Ordas went 
liack to CaftiBe, to obtain" from his Majefty pefttiiffion 
to conquer the province Sf^Maranion, ia which iéider- 
taking he loft his life and all his property. The feifiiop 
of Burgos was reduced to dé^air when he learned the 
Wanner in which theaffair hail gone, andtkajisdl his 
franfadiohs witlj V^afquea had come to Hght^ 
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When Las Caías and Rodrigo de Paz brought the 
intelligence to Mexico, that Cort« was appointed 
governor of that country, there mzs univerfal re- 
joicing. . The meffengers were liberally rewarded. 
Las Caías being made captain, and prefented with a 
good diílriíl called Anquitlan, and De Paz obtained 
other valuable poffeflions, and was appointed by Cor- 
tes his major domo and fecretary. ^ To all thofe who 
came from his country of Medellin, Cortes gave In. 
dians, and to the captain of the veffel a liberal rewar4 
in gold* , 

Some readers may be curious to learn how thefo 
matters came to my knowledge ; to which I reply^ 
that the conquerors received information of the piro* 
¡ceedings of our agents or procuradors, in four or 
fiv? letters written by them from Cailille ; but I ufed 
then to iay often, that it appeared to me that they 
procured only. for Cortes and themfelves, and during 
all that time, we, who had made Cortes what he was, 
remained encountering one danger and hardihip after 
another. May God grant us his protedion, and in- 
iftil into the mind of our great Cadar the determina- 
tíon to caufe his true and juil intentions to be carried 
into efied. 



CHAPTER 
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(JHAPTER VL 

Tranfa¿lions and Occurrences in Old and New Sffoifts 
ExpedHim againjl, the Zafotecansé " * 

IT appeared to us, the moft ancient, wife and ex- 
perienced conquerors of Mexico, that Cortes 
ought now to confider duly who were hi» friends, and 
ftood by him through the whole of his difficulties 
tnd dangers, from the firft, and to fettle his accounts 
with* Pedro*, with Sancho, and with Martin, accord** 
ing to their deferts, which was to be done by recal- 
ling to him thofe who were low, and poor, and un- 
fortunatei and by pladng them in good fituations^ 
according to their deferts, and his Majefty's orders. 
Afl this Cortes was bound in duty to do, as atíb to 
procure for us and our children aM the good offices^ 
md emoluments, that were to be had in this country 
of New Spain. But, ** that ^diich does not gra# 
from the lldn, hangs loofdy to it ; *' and fo k appear- 
ed, for inftead of doing tihit Tie procured inch for no 
one but himfclf, as in tlie firft place the gOTcr»ment, 
and afterwards when he went to Caftiffle, aáá ^ hlis 
titk. But to advert to other matters. In regard to 
the divifion of the coxmtry, it was decided by many 
of the moft experienced, brave and ¿^ tonquerofs 
thereof, that the proper method would be, to divide 
it into five part^ one wheieof íhould go to his Ms^dT- 
ty, another to be £tu: the ttiftaWMUoKat «nd revenues 
' • '[^^i^' ^ of 
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pFt)OT holy church, and the other three to be given 
to Cortes, an^ the rc^t of us, the true original cou- 
qucrors of the couutiy j that each fliould have a &are 
in perpetuity, and in pr jDportion to his rank and de- 
ierts, and that we, for our parts, who had fecved his 
jyiaji^fty here, without putting him to the leaft coft, 
and as que may ^ay iri^out lus knowledge, he being 
in llantera, would be weU íatisificd therewith, and 
contented, aoil.at pur^cafe, not wandering about the 
world as is at prefent the ode, and falling frota bad 
to worfe ; for many of us at this moment are with- 
out a morfel of bread to eat j wd God knows what 
wiU Jiecooxe p£ our children. 

^ I w^l nov^ relate what Cortts did, and which I caU 
a very unfair diftribution. To the veedor Chirinos, 
the fador Salazar, J. de Ribera, and all thofe who 
cai^ from Meddlin, and to the dependents of great 
men who &ttered and told him pleafing things, he 
jefufed nothing. Not that I blame him for being 
,generous,for thwe was enough for all j but I lay that 
he ought to have firil a>nfidered thofe who ferved 
his IVfajefty, and whofe valour and blood made him 
l^hat he was. But enough of this, and now to other 
joiitters, for it is ufele& detailing our misfortunes, and 
how he treated us like vaflals, and how we were obli- 
.|ged to take to our old trade of expeditions and bat« 
tks^ for though he forgot tis in his. (Hftribution of 
property, he nevar failed to caU on jus when he want- 
cd ouraffiftiBPfli VbomcfOtf befare I tak^ leave of the 
Vol a ^Jl; E#^^ fubjea:, 
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íubjca, let me nientioñ, that When h\As Ponte dé Lfe* 
ón carne to fiíperfrfde CtoitefS, turcweiA tóthe jgékicirál, 
to reqbeft that he \fcrouid give lisfiamé pan óf thát prb¿ 
perty ^hich his Majdfty had at thaitittie ordered Aat 
he ftotild refign. He thén tbld us, alid ^orek, that 
if he returned to his govemtnent he would providb 
for us ail, and not do as he had doné, for which hfe 
Was very forry» As if wte were to ift £itis&ed witi 
piomifes and finooth words. • 

irhere had lately ^rriréd certsdn oÜcérs df his M¿ 
3efty from Old CaMfe,- ainoAgft whom were Alonzó 
de Eftrada the trealurer, Oonzalo^e Sailazar the -fac- 
tor, Rodrigo Albornos the contador, (Juan de Aide* 
rete being dead) PeAflt Alínindcs Gh&inos the Vee* 
dor, and many others. 

One Rodrigo Raflgel, whom I have dready mention- 
eá, now came to Cortes, tdlihg him that he had hither- 
to acquired no fame in the Wars, and wifhed to have 
a command given him, wherewith to go and conquer 
the Zapotecans, who were In rrfxffidn, and to take 
with him Pedro delrcio asliis private counfcllor and 
director. Cortés knew very well iids man was not 
fit for any fervice, being a poor,difeálibd, miferaTile ob- 
jeft, from the tSe&s of his fina ^ he therefore put 
him off, telling him that nation was not cafily to life 
conquered, oiv account of the high, nigged mountain» 
which they inhabit, and which are always covered 
withtnifts and clbu^i as alfo^that cftvahry could ndt 
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Ijc brought 2|gamft them, qn account of the bad and 
narrow roads which it wsi? neccflary to climb like lad- 
ders, each foldier's Jfepad at the heels of his file leader. 
However, at kft Gwrtes agr^d to the propoial of this 
man, who wa? % fellow of a very flanderous tongue, 
and one whom he would have been ^ad to have got 
rid of in this way, where he ^as likely to 16fc his lifc^ 
The general in confequence wrote to ten or twdve of 
us who were in Guacacualco, defiring that we fliould 
go with him, and I was one of the number thus fe- 
ieded, Thefe Incdaps are a light and very aftive peo- 
ple, an4 when in the field have a way of wfaifiling and 
ihouting which makes the hills and woods refound 
again. Having this man^with us,it was impoflible tq 
xffed smy thing, and, as we advanced under a very 
heavy rain, we came to a village of fcattered houfes, 
fome being upon a ridge, and others in the valley. 
JPoor Rangd whined and complained all the way of 
the pain of his limbs, to our great annoyance, know- 
ing it was entirely ufelefs trouble and danger, and tha% 
the Indians who were fo nimble would deftroy us 
climbing the rpcks in one file,;f they made a ftand any 
where. It was ai laft agreed, as Rangel grew worfe 
and worfe, to abandon the black expedition, as we 
ufed to call it, and return to *our homes. His counfel- 
lor alfo, as he called him, Pedjro de Ircio, was the firft 
jto ?idvife him to it, apd, fetting the example by foU 
lowing his own advice, went home to his town of 
Villa Rica. Rangel however preferred accompanying 
.VS to <iuacacu?jco, which was niore grief to us than 
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going with him in his expedition. He had hopes that 
the hot cKmate of that country, as^ he íaid, would ro- 
lievc him bf his pains. 

No fooner had we arrived at this place than he 
took in his head to go upon an cxpecfition againft the 
Indians of Cinlaton and Tatupatan, who were rcbet 
lious, for they thought thcmfelves fecuire among 
their great rivers and trembling marflies. They were 
alfo formidable warriors, ufing very large tñá ürong 
bows.' Rangel however produced his cómriiiflioñ from 
fcortes, and we dare not but to obey and march witb 
feim, to the number «f one hundred ¿orfe.and footi 
We accordingly iet out, anid arrived at a píáfc betweeá 
the tnarflies and lakes, where Ae whole force of the 
Indians was drawn up to .receive us, having made 
circular barricades of very grofe timber, with ipike 
holes to Ihoot through, and palifiidqes. Here they 
gave us a hearty welcome with a flight of arrows 
and darts, killing feven horfes, and wounding Ran- 
gel and eight foldiers. We had often told him what 
ftout warriors thefe Indians were, and, as he was á 
prating fellow, he now exclaimed, by heaven, if he 
had believed us, he would not have, been in that jeo- 
pardy now, and that in future we, the old conquerors 
of the country, Ihould be his captains^ and not he 
ours. As foon as our wounded men and horfes were 
dreffed, he begged I would go forward to reconnoitre. 
I took with me a very fierce greyhound which belong- 
ed to him, and, felefting two other foldiers for my 
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comrades, défired the infantry to follow us dofe, and 
for Rangél and the cavalry, that they fliould keep a* 
good diftance in the^rear.- Purfiiing our route to- 
wards Cimaton, we feH in with another poft forti- 
fied like the prececfing one,' and defended as ftrongly, 
froni whence we received a volley, wluch killed the 
dog, and wounded me and each of my comrades. I 
received an arrow in my leg, and fcven more remained 
in ihy cotton armour. I called immediately to fome oí 
our híáüm allies who were a little in rear of us, to gd 
and bring up all the infantry, but to order the caval^ 
ry not to advance, as aU thár horfes would furely b» 
iined. When the infimtry csüpe up we attacked tb# 
barricades, imd fof ccd the Indians from them, driving 
theÁ to their ínáHhes, where it was impoffible to foU ^ 
low them a ftep, without danger of finkihg and being 
imothered. We then advanced,and halted at a villager 
Üiithe next day we proceeded, and Were éíiCóuñtered 
by a large body of iridiahs, polled ih a riiarfh. Thiá 
was an infttocdof thie addrefe of the natives, in chóof- 
Ing to meet us ih the plaiii, hoping that they could 
draw our cavalry to charge them, in ex^eftation that 
galloping full fpeed the^ Ihould run ihto the maríh : 
and fo it happened ; for in fpi'te of afl we could fay 
to Rangel of their art and ftratagem, and how necef- 
fary it was to be wary, he ran his cavalry full at 
them, and tumbled in himfelf the firft, head foremoft 
into the maríh, where the Indians began to clofe upoii 
him, in order to feize him alive for facrifiee. 

By 
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By great oxerticms vre got him, badly ^ouiuled^ 
out of their hands, half drowned, and his pck)r fore 
head^expofed .and iMroken. As this country is very 
populous, we found a collage hard by, whither we 
went to take repofe and dreis the wounded. It wat 
abandoned on our approach, but we had harcfly beeii 
there a quarter of an hour when we were attacked 
with fuch violence, that in the firft on&t they killed 
bne of our foldiers and two horfes, and we had much 
to do to drive them oS^ All this time Rangel was 
complaining c^ his wounds and bruifes, and the mof- 
quitos got about him in clouds. The vermin alib^ 
ndth which that country is in&fted, bit him to fiich a 
degree that his life was infupportabk, íqx he ceuld ^ 
no reft day or night, and the rain &11 incefl^tly» 
He, and fome of Garay's ibldiers whom he had 
brought with him, feeing th;it nothing had been got 
but three very hardfou^ bittles^ and that eleven 
horfes and two Ibldiers had beep IpUed, and many 
more wounded, bq|;an to grow very &ck of the bufi- 
nefs, and to wüh to be quididy at home. But Ran^ 
gd did not wifli to have it appear that, this retreat 
was a choice of his, and thorefore funamoned a cpun<» 
cil of fuch as be knew were of his own opinion. 

About twenty of us had at this time gone to fee if 
we could make any prifoncrs amoag fome gardens 
and plantations hard by : we took five, and on my 
return Rangel c^ed me afide and told me that the 
council had determined to retreat, defiring me to 

bring 
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tttiñg ^v«r tke t^ tb it. Having known the s^n 
^before,! h^á a kindtxe& Iw him. How,&r,&kl I to 
iiim, can you now thiidc of returning ? What vnA 
Cortes and the world 6y of ytm, when they hear <rf 
your retreat wkhoüt tíl&díng any tíiing in tifefe two 
expeditions ? You fucdy cannot tliink of returning 
till you have reached the head town of thefe Incüans ! 
i wál go forward on foot aiid reconnoitre with :the 
tnJEatitry. . ^OiVe my horfe to another fddiér, and do 
you fbUbw in the fear with the cavahy. By hea*. 
^retís, cries loitt &angd, (for he was a very loud 
talker) Bernal Diaz gives good advice^ the lot is caft^ 
and we will search on. This was accordingly done^ 
OMitrary to the inclination of feveral, and we advan- 
ced in good order to Cimaton, the principal town, . 
where we wereialuted as ufual with a flight of arrows, 
and then, on «ntry^áaund it abandoned. We burned 
it in part, and «took &véral ^Indians, whom We difinif- 
fed, deiiring them to iftvitc their neighbours to peace 
and amity ; but thofe we fent never returned to us» 
This 'enwgjcd ftangel againft me, ^ánd he * fwore I 
^ould jwtJcüre^ihnlÉaJlaáisiii the place of thofe .who 
'liad'bein liberated. ^To'páSify himlwtó^ain to go 
^th éhartryíbldier6í%íi¿^e^ié^ among 

?Éhe mafíhcsíwhom Ibiought^o him, and he difiniffed, 
in hopes of inducing the reft to come in, but without 
effééh Thus ended the famous expedition againit 
tíieZapotecáns, and fiich Was all the fame Rangel ac- 
^quiréd'in the Wars; In tiwo years áftérürards we ef- 
fe¿led ^the cwqucfl: df thefe countries, the native^ 
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wkere©f were f^ny^t^ taour lílrfy fifttli, ,t;h]:qm^ 
*I;ie grs^ .<)í fioij 2U}d líh^ (Sfs^ioi^ of tbf reveren4 
fether Barthqlonpte 4e Qli9$dp, who, poor map, w^s 2^ 
thzt time grown wfa^^and ix^^;m. Pity.jt wa», for 
jbe w^ ^ excellint ipiinifter of the gc^pel. 

Cortes JMid üqw aálected eighty thou%xd crowií» 
in gold ; and'a.gpldcQ^vcrin, whi^li Jbe n^ed thf 
JPhcenix, aful had caufed to be x^ade ^ g P^efent for 
i^e Engperpr, was finill^ed. It was a: fvgp^rb piece c^ 
;wa;k(x^9fl)ip. The fc^owwg .mottp was engraved 
on it : 

** Efta Ave nacio fin par ; Yo en íervír os fin legundo ; 
** Y vos fin igual en el Mundo." ' . *• 

«* The Immortal Phoenir peerlefs fwccps the sñr ;«— ' 
** To Charles is given bouhdlefs rule to bear.— . 
** Zealoms to'cMquar, al my Ungfs commaad» 
" I in my fertices unrivall'd íUwi.** -- . . 

Thiis pcefent was ient t0 Europe imcjlsr the c^ of 
(Diego 4e Soto. I am nf^ .^f^ttain if J. de Ribera, 
formerly fecr^^ayy to Cortes, jfent wjth it. I aliy^ys 
thought M19 a bful Idnd pf ;xLan,£rom m(]^,I qbfe;r- 
ved in him at play, dther with ajrds or dice : bjefidc» 
this, he had many ill q^i^lities; 

He however was lent to Ca^e, and took a fum 
of nipney. with hitft for ijke gfnetal's father ; which 
,ii\oney he appropriated to his own ufi:^ and then, un- 
mindful 
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kaiodful of the oSl^a^lOnili^'had recdved^ faid much 
lU of Cortes $ and being very flippant aiul fluent of 
fpeech, and having been his fecretary, he obtained 
credit for what he fiad^ and, eoiflUning with the bi- 
ihop of Burgos and others, did him much harm ; and 
would have ck>ne more Jiad it* not been for the inter- 
ference of the duke of Bej^, who protefted Gortes 
on account of a treaty of mftttiage, whidi was then 
on foot, b^ween our general and a neice of that 
duke^ named Donna Juana de Zuniga¿ Thisj com^s 
tnned with the feafonable arrival of the pre£ent, gave 
a Éivourable turn to the affairs of Cortes^ 

. Ijij regard to the golden Phoenix^ 1 muft obfervci 
that the motto gave great offence to many, as they 
thoi^ht it prefumplion in Cortes to iay he had no 
equal in his ferviqcs. IB^ his friends juftly defended 
him ; for who had eirtended fo hx the fame and 
power of his Majefty, or brought fo many thou£iñds 
of fouls to the dominion of our holy church ? They 
aUb did not forget us his afedates^ but declared that 
we aifo were entitled to hoiKmrs and emoluments^ 
having earned them, as the Caftillian nobility did 
thofe enjoyed by their defcendants¿ 

As to the ciiiverin, it went ño far Üiér than the cis 
ty of Seville j his Majefty wis pleafed to make á pre- 
ient of it to ]3pn Frandfco dé los Cobos, commenda- 
aor major of Leon, who nicked it down. Its valué 
amounted to twenty .thoufand ducats¿ 

Vol.. It P f A 



Digitized by 



Google 



/ 



A fhk \^a* commenced by Mkrtin Gorteá agsmfiá^ 
Ribera, on acéodíit of the money oF'fiíiiÉh tRe fcitter 
had defiratided him. While it was yet peitdiñg, smtf 
aS Ribera: was on á journey, he ftopped to dine at 
the towti of Gá^K¿fi, where, ea^fig feiue l^oiledl 
meat, Kfe*felt dow» dfead fo^ienPf; aft* wHAloufr €úií^\ 
íeffion^ €oc|j»aixloR his fins! Amen. 

.- flortes continued to rébuM tód émbcffiflk the eitff 
l&f Mexieoi It was now as wdl-peoptedby the nativei' 
as it had' ever been before* He gave them privileges,, 
exempting them from all tribute to his Sfe|e% untifr 
their houfes were completed, as alfo the caufeways^ 
feridges, public edifices, and' aquedttds. In tJie fil^- 
ntei quarter^ churches and ho^ab vfcrt ereéfccd, uit*- 

^. 0é¥ úic care of tbs good* father Bastfiolome dé OUaiei» 
do, as vicar and fttperfor. This reverend fiitlter hatf 
aMb eftabBüied an ho%itkl for tie natives» to wicínsb 
he paid the utmoft* attention. 

In compfííáice with our petition fetfiis WxjdSéfj áá^ 
fbrmerly related, Don ft^ncífco de tes 'Angeles, ge-* 
Heral of the Fntncifeans, fent twdSre óf hi^^ order* un- 
der the vicarage of father Martin as VáSénciá; 
Amongft them came father Toribio de MotoHfiea: 
this furname, the meaning of which is. The Poor Bro- 
ther, was given him by the Mexicans," becaufe all 
that he got in charity he diftributed, in the feme 
manner, and was frequently without a morfel to eat. 
Heatíb always went barefooted,, and wore atatteredí 

habitji 



Digitized by 



Google 



ft 

Icaiibit^ isu^ ccmfaiitly ^eachi^g to the native, was 
HFery popula ^^wmg them. As fooa ^ Cortes was 
informed of their arrival at ViUa $ica^ hf j;i?i^ <U^ 
i^¿lÍ9¿9 ^ the FQVÍ 1^ McQkka, to be put injg^od 
«r^er^houAi^ to. 1^ buij^ al: proper ñtíums ^ them to 
r^efli iUf a^d the infaaUtai>t^ ^ ^ the towps tp go. 
Qut to receive them with »eWTOW«*.ria^i|g the. bcUa, 
hearing crudft^ies md %ht^4 wa3& cS^ks^.and the 
i^|^aaiattdsto.fc»eddowoaod^^^ When 

they approached Mexico, he ^&&t <mte iúm$&!i:tííMaip^ 
and as foon as they aj^ieared, Ck)cte& threw hinnfelf 
from his horfe to tífe Ae hands of the-rteverend yi- 
car. When the natives <aw the ^enen^l cgk ^kneefr 
to thofe reverend fathers, with bare foel wd.in ti*# 
toredJiaKts, they were aftonilhed, and, confideriñg 
t|ian as gods, they all followed his ex^raplej^ an$L 
liave contimied tp do fo ever fince. ^ ' 

Cortes at this time thqught it nccpflary to inform» 
us Majefty of his proceedings in the converfion of 
the natives, the rcbuildtfig of the dty, and the ejcpe- 
dition which he had fialt ag^inil the province of 
Hpndu^is undjcr the command of De Oli, who had 
ddertwJ, and embraced the party of ^Velafquez, on 
which account lie had determined to fend a force- 
agMnft hin?i. He alfo complained of the proceedings 
of Vdafqucz, and dF the injury his Mary's fervice 
had fuftained thereby, as alfo by the partiality of the 
bilhop of Burgos. He renütted at the feme time 
t;hirty thouiand crowns in gold to his Majcfty's trea- 
-' iury^ 
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fury, aiul lamented the unfortunate e0b¿):$ of tkoH^ 
abufesy as having preñrented him 'from making . an 
am{^.contr%ution of gold. He at the &me timo 
ccHuplained of one Rodfigo de Albornos, contador in 
Mexicoi who ^>erfed him from private motives, ben 
cau^ h^ had ré&tfed to give him in marriage the 
daughter of the Indian lord of Tezcuco, adding, that- 
he uhderftood that this Albornos was attached to the 
; intereft of the bifliop of Burgos, and was accuftomcd 
-^ |o write to hwi IB cypheis^ ' 

At this time the news of the Wfliop's removal had 
not readied Mexico. Albornos, before mentioned, 
fcnt by the fame veffel his accuíations againft Cortes, 
charging him with levying c^ccflive contribution^ of 
gold for his own ufe : that he was fortifying cafücs,; 
and marrying, the daughters of great lords to his 
private foldiers, infinuating that Cortes Hvas endea- 
vouring to fet himfelf up as an independent king, 
andftrongly reprcfenting the neceffity of fending an 
officer with a great force, to^fuperfede him. Thefe 
- letters came to the hands of the bifliop of Burgos, 
who laid them before the whole juntó of the enemies 
of Ctortes, and this new matter was immediately 
brought before his Majefly. Tliey complained of 
the partiahty which they alledged was Ihewn to- 
wards him on former oecafions, and his Majefty, de- 
c^ved by thefe mifreprefentations, v^rhich were enfor- 
ced by the bold and lofty tone of Narvaess, now iffu- 
ed an oi'der for the admiral of St. Pomingo to gp 
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#ith 'fix hundred foldicrs to arreft Cortes, and make 
Jnnt anfwcr, if he found him culpable, ^th his 
}iead ; aUb to puniih all thofe of us ^o had beea 
concerned in the attack upon Narvaez. As an en- 
couragement, this officer was promifed the admiralty 
<jf New Spain, the right of which was |iow under liti- 
gation in the courts, *i^ 

The admiral, either from want of money, or be-» ^ 
ing apprehenfive of ferious confequences from com-»* 
mitting himfelf againft fo able and fo fucceísful a lea- 
der as Cortes, delayed fetting out upon his expedi- 
tion fo long, that it gave time to the friends and 
a^ts of Cgrtes to make a full explanation of the 
drcumftances, and alfo of the conduft of Albornos, 
to the duke of Bejar, vñxo inraiecUately went to 
wait upon the Entperor, to reprefent the true ftate of 
the cafe, and to offer his life as a fecurity for the loy- 
alty and good condud of Cortes. 

His Majefty, being upon due confideration coa- 
vinced of the juftlce of our caufe, determined to 
fend a perfon of high quality and found judgment, 
arid one who feared the Lord, to hold a fupreme 
court of juftíce in New Spain. Such a perfon he 
found in the licentiate Luis Ponce de Leon, coufin to 
the count Don Martin de Cordova. To him his Ma- 
jefty entrufted the bufinefs of inquiry into the con- 
^u& of Cortes, with full power to inflift the greateft 

puniflunent^ 
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puniflimqit^in ca& he ibdlUd find him guttty. j^ 
V» however two years and anhalf before úm gen- 
tleipiii ;urrived in Hew Spain. 

I have now gone beyond the date of my narrative 
two years in advance, to inforna the leader of thi» 
circuniftance j and I may now alfo mention, that dur- 
ing the viceroyaky of Don Anthonio de Mendoza, 
that iiloft illiiftrious nobkman, worthy ci etetnal 
mfiinory %n4 h^venly glory, for his wife and juft 
gpvernment; ¿his &me Albornos wrote flanderous 
apd inaUgnant letters of him, as he had done befoit 
q{ Gortes. The letters which related to Don Antho^ 
nio were all returned from Caftille, into tiie hands 
of that nobleman, and when he had read them, with 
all the perfonal abufe of hi^ifelf tfeat they contained, 
hé fent far Albornos, and, fb^^ tb«m to him, fiad, 
hx his mud and flow manner oí ^^caking, ** Whene- 
ver you choofe to make me the fubjeS q^ your letter 
to his Miyefty, mind that in future^ you tell the 
truth , and now go about y^mr bitfñeí^ fm* a knave 
as you are.^' ITms he left the OHitador, oyerwhd^'^ 
cd with confufio^. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Expedition $f Cortes ta HigMeras* 

D£ OLI I hai^ akody maationed as b^vmg rc^ 
\sd|ted. When. Got^» receded mtellqpsace o£ 
xtínky k maMáa hiai very pesAve^ bul, as he. was one 
sot to be trifled witk m fm\k cafcs^ he deteroained ta 
ibid argfSQtIemaa who^was his rdatioA, by nanie £raxi*- 
dfca de las Ca&a, with fim Ihqf^ and one hi»dfed 
wdl pm^dd foldtefs^haviiiig witb tkem; fiime of the 
oñgÍBiaJr veteran^ eon^ierdra of Me^deot 

I^as Ca£t9 fbt eat from the port of Vef a Cru% witk 
W good iUps^ and l^pendant» flying, and with i^it 
idiids arrived at the bay named £1 Triutinpho dcf Ist 
GcuH» wh(»e De OH had eftahfifited his pon. Al- 
tiiQUgh Las CaáashcM&ed the figiial of ptoee, De Qñí 
dcteimknd iipon makif^ refinance, and, embarkiiig 
a numbor of fbidiers in tswo armed veflelsi^ htf fent 
them to oppoie Las^ CaiCaff, who, behig a ht^t nutn, 
waa d^ternúned te land at aU events ; he therefore or** 
dered-ont his boats^ and^ arming them with fwivels 
and muftietry^ attacked the other party, wd funk 
one of their veffids, killing four itddiers^ and wound- 
ing many. When De Oli faw this, he thought it ad- 
tifable to propofe terms of peace, for a confiderable 
part of lus Ibküers were detached up the country, itt 

fearch 



Digitized by 



Google 



fl2 THE Turn HISTORY 6f 

fearch of anotHef body of iroqps wiikh was makiiig 
conqucfts there, about the river Pediin. This Isift 
menttoned party Wstó coiniñandecí fty a captsdi^ Gil 
Gonzalez de Aa^¿ 

Dc €É, as I have already relaited, feeing in e^tpefta- 
tion of the return of his attachment,, wiflied for á 
" tüace with Las Cafas, which the latter, for his mif-^ 
fortuné, agreed to, and remained at fea, partly in the 
intention of looking out for ibnie other place of dif- 
enibarkation,and partly induced by letters from the 
friends of Cortes who Were in the troops command^ 
cd by De OK* On that ni^t a hard gale ^rimg upy 
by which our veffels were driven ún flídré and en^ 
tirely loft, with above thirty of the foldiers. «The reft 
were made prifoners, after being two days witho\it 
food, and almcA dying with told, being #ioroughiy 
foaked in the fait water, and with rain^ which at that 
ieafoit fell very heavily* De^li was very trium- 
flhtait oh this occafion. He nude hi$ prifoners fwear 
fiddii^to hiih againft Cortes, reieafing them all ex-^ 
cept Las Calas* The parties he had ient out againft 
Gonzatez de Avila returned about this time« It 
jeems.that Avila came tfa^re as governor xy{ Golfo 
Dolce, and had founded a town which he named St. 
Gil de' BueAg Vifta. De CHi c»i hearing of it fent 
his troops againft ÍÚm; who in their fiift atttdc had 
taken Avila prifoíier, kHled his nepl^w, and atíb eight 
of his foldiers. De Oli was now m great fiate, with 
two . captains as his prifoners ; and, that all might 
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know his valour, which ccrtsánly was very great fo 
far as his own perfon was concerned, he wrote aiiiU 
account of his exploits to his friend Velafquet;. He 
jafterwards marched up the country to a place cdled 
Naco, in a very populous diftri<3:, the whole of. which 
.is now deftroyed. While De Oli remained tere, he 
fent out troops on difierftit éxcurfións j among othcars 
he fent a party under one captan Brion», who 
was the firfi: to infiigate him to revoke He was a fe* 
ditious fellow, and the lower parts of his ears. had 
been cut off, as he ufed to tell us, for refufing, to^ 
gether with other officers, to furrender thenrfelves 
in a certain fortrefs. This man was afterwards hang* 
ed in Guatimala for mutiny. To return to my nar* 
, rative : intelligence came to De OU, that Brioncs 
with his whole body had revolted from him, and 
gone to New Spain; which turned out to be the cafe. 

. Las Cafiis and De Avila being at large, though 
prifoners, (for De Oli was too brave to be under any 
apprehen£ons from them) concerted a pltn'with 
fome foldiers to put him to death, the fignal for 
which was to be the words, " To me^ friends of the 
King and Cortes $ kill the tyrant !'* Las Caías, half 
in jeft as it were, and laughing, then aflted, him for 
liberty to return to Cortes ; to which^e Oli replied 
that he was too happy to have fo brave a man for 
his companion, and did not choofe to part with him^ 
" Then,'* faid Las Cafas in the fame manner, " take 
«are that one of thefe days I do not kill you»*' All 
Vol. IL G g this 
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l;ilii$ the adier confi^eréd m a j(^ ; bm the meac&rei 
ivere tafcen, ¡md one night after iiipper, when the 
cloths were taken away, and' the fervants and pages 
had iat down in their apartment^ as Juan Nunez de 
Mercado and other fiiMiers of the party of Cortes, Las 
Cafas, and Avila, were converfeig' with De Oli upon 
'^e a&in (£ Mexico, and t!he £ortune of Cortes, he 
beii^g entirely "tmiWffrfcioiis «f thdr d^gns, the con- 
^ratft:^ iuddeidy drew out penknives and fell upon 
him. Las Ca£is fiáaung him by the beard made a cut 
at his throat, and the others gave him feveral wounds ; 
imt ñich was' his ftrength and adivity of body, 
that he eicaped out of their hands for the prefent, cal* 
ling aloud to his pecóle for affiftancc, but they were 
all too bufily employed at their iuppers*to heaJr Mm» 
He then fled, and concealed him£^ among fome bülh* 
es, in hopes of affiftance. Many %rere in the ád; of 
coming to him for the pucppf^^but were deterred by 
the cries of Las Caías not to alSft the tyrant, but to 
rally «iOTy^e fide oí their Ji^ng and his general Cor« 
tes« They firft hefitated, and^then obeyed ; and La$ 
CaQis immediately gave noÉPe, that whoever knew 
where De Oli was, and did n^t immediately reveal it, 
ihould fuffer death. In£DniiatÍQn was &on given, in 
confequenoe of ^diich he was made prifon^, and, by 
fentence of the two captains» beheaded in the town 
of Naco, thus paying i^ith his life for having followed 
evil counfels ; being a very brave man, but of no 
forefight. Cortes had conferred many favours on 
him } he h^ld ji commifiion of Maeilre de Campo, had 
... vjduable 
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valuable ^at^» and was nrarried to Dcftna Philippa 
de Aranja» a hani^cMaiie PortugUefe lady, by whom he 
had one daughter. 

Las Cafas :md Avfla, bdng now free and thdr ^ne* 
my dead, jmned thehr troops together, and zSteá in 
concert. Las Caías colomzed Truxillo in Eftremadu- ^ 
ra ; Avila fent a meffiige to his Uoitenant in Buena 
Yifta, ordering him to remain as he was, and diat he 
ihould Ihortly recdive reinforcement, which he^was go. 
ing to requeft from Cortes at Mexico^ The two cap- 
tains having fet out for that city, I wili now take my 
leave of them for the prefent. 

0>ites, inTome months after the departure of Las 
Caías, began to grow aj^rehenfive of a difailer } not 
that he ehtert2un€!ll the leail doubt of the valour or 
condud of that officer, but he repented, under the 
circumilances of the cafe, that he had not taken the 
comm^id himfelf. He was alfo anxious to examine 
the fl:ate of that provmcc, more efpccially its mines, 
and for thefé reafons ndwr determined to fet out upon 
his journey thither. He appointed a good garri£3n to 
take charge of the cil>y o# Mexico during his abfence, 
and provided the different poib with artillery, leaving 
as his deputies in the government, the treafurer Alon* 
20 de Eftrada, and the contadOT Albornoz. Cortes 
did not know the fecret fervices the latter had been 
rendering him at court, or he probably would not 
have left him in power, although, on the other hand, 
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it:is pofliblc that he could not have avoided it. He ^ 
appointed the licentiate Zi^zo alguazil major of the 
city, and, as alguazil nujor and agent in his private 
concerns, Rodrigo de Paz. To thefe he ftrongly in, 
lifted on the ftricteil attention, both to the ii^tereíí 
of-nis Majefty, and the converfion of the natives, * 
This he alfo recommended to the worthy fathers 
Motolinea and Olmedo, both Jioly men. 

In order to depriye the Me^cans of chiefs, in cafe 
they fliould attempt to rife, he took with him Guati- 
motzin the late king, the chief of Tacuba, Velafquez, 
an Indian, and captain under Guatimotzin, and fever 
ral others, There came alfo with us Fra. Juan de laS; * 
Varillas, another clergyman, two reverend fa^^s, 
Flemings, and good theolo^ans, to preach the faith, > 
and the captains De Sandoval ,and Luis Marin, with 
many other cavaliers. TJie fiíte, or officers who at- 
tended the perfon of Cortes, were as follows : a ftew- 
ard andmymafter, a keeper of the plate, a major do- . 
mo, two ftewards of the houfehold, a butler, a con- 
fedioner, a chamberlain, a nhyfician, a iurgeon, a 
number of pages of his houfehold, amongft whom 
was D. Francifco 4e Montejo, afterwards caj^ain in 
Yucatan, two armour bearers, eight grooms, two fal- * 
coners, five muficians, a ftage dancer, á juggler and 
puppet player, a mafter .of the horfe, three Spaniih 
muleteers. The general brought a great fervice of 
gpid ^nci iilver píate, and a large drove of fwine for 
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lis table followed, feeding by the way. Three thou- 
land Mexican .warriors attended their chiefs, befide^ a 
numerous train of domeftics. 

When the party was on the point of fetting out, 
the faftor Salazar, and the veedor Chirinos, either fee- 
ing or affefting to fee much danger likely to refult 
from Cortes quitting the feat of government, ani 
finding alfo that they had not been left in any Ra- 
tion during his abfence, remonftrated with him, but 
finding it to be no purpofe, they then recjméftcd permit 
fion to accompany him as far as Guacacuidco. To 
this he gave his confent, and they accordingly fet out. 
Cortes was received in all the places upon his way 
>vith iiich pomp and rejoicing as is not in my power 
to defcribe. Above fifty foldiers and ilraggling tra- 
vellers newly arrived from Caftille joined him upon 
the road, and the general divided his troops in two 
parties, until their arrival at Guacacualco, for the 
greater convenience of obtaining provifions. 

. . * ' ' • ' ' * 

During the journey, thje veedor and factor kej^ 

themfelves clofe to Cortes, efpecially the latter, play- 
ing a hundred tricks of fervility and obfcquioufnefe, 
pnd every word he fpoke he was cap in band, and 
with his fluent fpeech, and imooth words,^ as it were 
trying to get him back to Mexico, and expreffing I1Í5 
folicitude for his fafety. Sometimes when he was 
jfiding by the fide of the general he would fing,, " Ay 
^ " tip 



Digitized by 



Google 



í6» THE TRUE I^TORY OF 

^ tio bdvamonos, ay tio bdvamono^'^ fkui Cdr¿ 
tC9 would laugh »t him» and rq^Iy^ &igi&g» 

<< Adelante mi fobrino» adelante mi fobpno» ^ 

<< Y no creáis in agüeros, que fem lo que di£>8 qui&re» ^ 

*« Adelante m¿ fobrino.*' ^ , 

•* bh good jittcle let us retam« 
! , ** Forward, dear nephew, forwardf 
« ** Truft in God, and never heed angnrics.** 

Quitting the fubje^: of our fador and his delicate 
feches, Ihave now to mention how a marriage tool; 
place on the arrival of the party at the town of Ojeda, 
which is near that of OnzmZy between ^ur Hxi^ift^ 
Donna Marina, and Juan Xaramillo. The pMfcpIaC»^ 
they came to was Guazpaltepeque, ^ tSe* dS^f^ of 
Sandoval* As foon as intfUigence re^cBed * <yuaca- 
cualco of the advance of CcH^et to Gua:q»ltepequeg^ 
all tht>%ianiards of that fettlemelit c^me thirty-three 
leagues to receive him. This I mention that the 
reader «lay fee what fear and re^ft he was held ift 
by us. Proceeding beyond thf place^laft mentioneái 
in cit)fling a large river^ Tortune began to frown up- 
on us, for three o£ our canoes overfet, whereby fome 
plate and other valuables were loft j for that river ii 
fo full of alligators that there was no recovering any 
thing. Faffing Blum, when we came to the river by 
Guacacualco we found three hundred canoes faftened 
two and two to carry us over j here we were received 
under triumphal arches, and with various feftivitics 
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riq^rdbatliig fllktniihiBS <^ Chriftians and Moórsy to« 
gether «rith fire«rorks and other fliows of that idnd. 

Here Coites remained fix days, during which time 
the'iadbrwas continually founding in his ears the 
barthen of his old fong. He alfo told him of fecret 
practices of the contador and the treafurer, (who 
boafted that he wag the fon of his Catholit Majefty) 
and in Ihort a number of ftories, the drift of all which 
was, to induce Cortes to fuperfede the prefent depu- 
ties, and put him and the veedor in their places. In 
this he j^o well fucceeded ; for by his arts he obtained 
from tHc. general a dentation for himfelf and his 
affociate the veedor, to hpjd the government of Mexi- 
co, iq¿ge they fliould judge that the prefent deputies 
failed ^thtfr duty. Thdc^ intrigu» caufed much 
troublft afterwards in Meadco, as I will relate at the 
proper time. The raverend ^ther blamed Cortes for 
what he had done, wid fordikw the confequences that 
foUowed. The vecdv and feétor now took their 
leaves, with fuch tendernefi and affeétíon, the latter 
pretending to fob and cry with forrow at parting, 
that it was ridiculous to fee il;^ The fellow had, by 
the tricks of his friend Valiente the.fecretary, got at 
that time in his pocket the documents he wanted for 
tíie furtherance <rf his vUfWi in Mexico, of which, a» 
I before obfe^ved, I wiUfcy no more for the prefent, 
but continue the parrative of our painful journey ¡ 
for I left this pUise wiih the ^«neral, and attended him 
throughout. 

Cortes 
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'■ Cortes now fentcrdejrs to one of Wa msgor dómcWí 
« amon de Cúencí at J/iUa Rica, to freight two fight- 

• veffels with bifcuit o'f maize, (for at that time there 
was no wheat in New Spoin) fix pipes of wine, oil, 
vinegar, pork, iron, and other neceflary articles, and 
to proceed with them along the coaft, northward, un- 
tU he fliould receive further direaions. The general 

• then ordered aU the fettlerá of Gu»cacualco who were 

• fit for fervice to join his expedition. I have already 
mentioned how this colony was formed out' of the 
mofl: refpedable hidalgos, and ancient conquerors of 
the country -, and now that we had reafon to «xpe6t 
to be left in quiet pofieffion of our hard éi»ed pro- 
perties, our houfes and farm^ we were obliged to un- 
dertake an hoftile expedition'to the diftMi|pá£five 
hundred leagues, and which took up the tim^abova 
two years anda half. But we dared not fay no» 
neither would it avaü us. We therefore armed our- 
felves, and, mounting our horfes, joined the expedi* 
tiohi maldng in the whole above two hundred and 
fifty veterans, of whom one hundred and thirty were 
cavalryi befides many SpaJuards newly arrived Aoni 
Eurti^e. ■ 

- Í was immediately ordered to march, at the head 
«f thirty Spaniards and three thoufand Mexicans, td 
a diftria named Cimatan, which was in rebellion, 
with dire'íüons to quarter my troops on the natives, 
an(i,-if I found them íubjniffive, to do no farther in- 
iurv but ifrefraftpry, they were tobe fummoned 
\ I. intelligibly. 
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fiht^^Uy, thinte times, in pre&oct of afoyal notary 
and prq;>cr witne&s^ and in qgife tfiey perfifted, I v^^ 
to make war on, and compel them to fubmit. The 
orders which I received from the ^neral I now have 
in my poflfeffion, figned and feakd by him, and coun- 
terfigned by his fecre|ary. A, Valiente* I found the 
people peaceable, but in a few months, after, in con- 
fequence of the fettlers of Guacacualco^ being with- 
drawn, they broke out again. However, they being 
in the ftate that I have mentioned, I made no delay, 
but fet out with my detachment to rejoin Cortes at 
IqujiQapa. 
*m 

1f*he general, with the reft of hi$ troops, leaving 
Cusfecualco, proceeded to Tonala, croffed a river to 
AyaqUalulco, croffed another river, and, feven leagues 
diftant an arm of the fea, upon a bridge of half a 
quarter of a league in length ; a moft aftonifliing work 
in fuch a fituation, and conftrufted by the natives of 
the country under the infpeétion of two captains, fet- 
tlers of Guacacualco. They then proceeded to a large 
river named Mazapa, ^hich flows by Chiapa, and is 
named by mariners Rio de dos Bocas; this they 
croffed in double canoes, and, proceeding through 
ibme villages, came to Iquinapa, where my detach- 
ment joined them. We then croffed another river 
on wooden bridges, alfo an arm of the fea, and came 
to a great town named Copilco, wjiere the province 
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c4 with plaatatipns of icocoa, and perfe^y.tran^i^. 



From CCj^lco we marched to ííicaxuxuica, and ta 
Zagutain, paffing another river, in which the general 
loft fome articles of his baggage. Tlie hft mentioned 
town -^ was found by us in a ftate of peace, but the in- 
haHtantl fied during the night. Coltes ordered 
parties oiit to fearch the woods and make prifoners, 
which was a very inconfiderate thing, and produéHve 
of bad eoitfequcnces. We found, it is true, after 
much troubfe, feven chiefs, and fome others, but they 
all made their efcape from us again during th¿%ight, 
and we were thus left without guides. At this period 
arrived at our quarters fifty canoes frflm TH^ffkOy 
loaded with provifions, aUb fome from a place named 
Teapan in my enc9mienda. 

We proceeded on our march^o Tepetitan and Izta- 
pa, croffing a great river named Chilapa, at which 
we were detained four days making barks. I pro- 
pofed to Cortes to fend five of\>ur Indian guides to 
♦a town of the fame name, which I under ftood to be 
on ihe banks of this river, to delire the people to 
aflifl! 3ÜS with their canoes. Cortes afíented, and it 
wjá done. We procured fix large canoes, and alfa 
provifions. We were four days in pafling. 

¥rom 
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•From this we went on to T^)etitan/wliieh was de^. 
populated and bilrnt in confequénce of a civü war.. 
For three days of our march from the river of Ckila- 
p3i^ our horfes were almoft conftantly up to the girths 
in the marfhy grounds which we had to pafs. We 
then reached aplace áamed Mapa, the inhabitants 
of which had fled. We fent in fearch of them, and 
feveral chi^ and others were brought" in¿ |srho, be- 
ing treated kindly, made the general a pr^nt of 
feme triffing articles in gcdd. We hdted here for 
three days, on account of the plenty of corn and 
grafe* Cortes alfo a^^oved of it for the fcite of a 
dalony, it being furtdunded by many towns which 
might be attached to it as dependencies. From the 
traidifing mierchants here, Cortes obtained informa- 
tion as to his future route, producing to them a map 
painted on cloth, whereon was reprefented the way 
which he waato take to reach Huyacala, which means 
Great Acala ; it bein^ fo called to cUftinguifli it from 
another place of that name. They toldvhim that the 
way he was to take was much interfered ty rivers, 
and that in order tc^ reach a place named Tamazte- 
peque, three days* journey diftant, three rivers and 
an arm of the fea were to be qroflfed. The general 
in confequence gave orders to the chiefs to conftruft 
bridges at the proper places, and alfo to bring canoes ; 
neither of which was obeyed. 
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The thrte days which the nathr^ affiired us the 
journey wQuld ts^ up, turned out to be no teís tliaa 
feven; but they fucceeded in getting rid of us, and 
we fet out, provided only with road^ maize and 
roots fuflicieat foj thtet days,» "^ were obSged ta 
conftrud bridges of timber^ at which all laboiyred^ 
from the general downwarxls, which detained us three 
days, durii^ \^hich tinie we had nothing to eal; but 
a certain wild plant named Quexquexque, which in<» * 
flames the. mouth and tOAgue» Y^hen we had croifed 
this inlet we^ faund not road whateyeir, and we were 
obliged to open our way through the woods, as it 
were, fword in hand. After^ la^bouring^ thus for two 
days in hppeis of reaching the, pla(^ whkh^ we were 
in fearch of, we became totally in deípáir# ThetiJ^f 
were fo thick that we could not fee the fun, and 
when we afcended to the top of oi^e we could not 
difcoyer to any diftance. Qf 4iur three guides alfo 
two had fled, and the third was incapable of render?- 
ing any feryice^ Gortes, whofe xelburces were In- 
e;diaufl:ible, guided himfidf by a mariner*^ comp^ft^ 
and by his Indian map, according to whicli» the town 
we were in queft of lay to the eaft. Cortes himfelf 
was however forced to acknowledge, that if we were 
one day more without diicovering it, he did not know 
what«^ihoulddot » 

Fortunately we at this time perceived the remains 
of trees which had been formerly cut, and alfo a 
fmaill lane or path ; and Lopez the pilot and I return- 
ed 
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ed to report our difcovery to the general. Oui news 
revived the fpirits of the army, and we puflied for- 
ward to a viBage on the oppofite fide of a river, 
where, though the inhabitants had abandoned it, wc 
found fuffidency of provifions for fturfelves and our 
jiorfest Parties were intmediately fent out in queft of 
the natives, and they foon returned, bringing with 
them many chieft and priefts, who, being well treat» 
cdj procured us a plentiful fupply of provifions, and 
pointed out our way to Izguantepeque, which was 
three days* journey, or fixteen leagues diftant, from 
this town of Tamaztepeque. During our journey ' 
hither we lofl: our ftage dancer by fatigue, as alfo 
thi?ee of the newly arrived Spaniards, and many of 
the !wfe3dca»s were left to die upon the road, It came 
alfo to be difcoyered that fome of their chiefs had 
&ized two Qt three of the natives of the places 
through which we paffed, and concealed them with 
the baggage, until through hunger they had killed 
:md eaten them, dreffipg the bodies in their manner, 
which is, by a kind of oven made with heated ftones 
which are put under gvound. On inquiry it was alfo 
found out that they had done the fame wf th t^o of 
our guides who had fled from u$, but were retaken. 
Cortes feverely Reprehended all thofe concerned, and 
one of the reverend father Francifcans preacRed a 
holy and wife fermon on the occafion, after which, 
by way of example, the general caufed one, againft 
whom it was moft clearly proved, to be burnt ; for 
though all \vere equally guilty, yet in the prefent cir- 

cumftances 
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cumftances one example was judged fufficient. As 
for our poor muficians with their inftruments, their 
fackbuts, and dulcimers, they fdt the loft of the re- 
gales and feafts of Caítílle, and now their harmony 
was ftopt, excepting one only, whem the foldiers ufed 
to curfe whenever he ftruck up, faying it was maize, 
and not mufic, that they wanted. Some perfons have 
aiked me how it happened, that fince neceffity has no 
law, we did not, rather than ftarve, lay our hands on 
the herd of pigs which Cortes brought with him. To 
this I reply, that they were not within our fight or 
reach, and the general's Reward, who was a fly, art^ 
ful fellow, faid that they had all been eaten by the al- 
ligators in croffing the river, But i^ reality they had 
them four days* march behind the s^rmy. On our 
tonic we made croffes in the living trees, and put in- 
fcriptions on them, faying, ^ Here pafled Coftes anci 
his army at fuch a time.** 

The^Indians of Tamaztepeque fent forward to our* 
next ftation, Ciguatepecad, to inform the people of 
our approach, and remove their apprehenfions. They 
alfo, to the number of twenty, attended us thither, 
where, being arrived and halted, Cortes was anxious 
to Jpiow the courfe of a large river which flows by 
, that town. Upon inquiry he found that it difcharged 
itfelf in certain inlets of the fea, near the towns named 
Gueyatafta, and Xicalango, and thereby lie thought 
that he could conveniently fend two Spaniards to the 
north coaft, to obtain information relative to his 

ihips. 
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Ikips. One of his meflengers was Francifco de Medi- 
na, tofwhrnn he gave a joint commiffion of captsdn 
with Simon de Cuenca, his officer whom he had em- 
ployed to freight and command the ihips. De Medi<> 
fia was an able and diligent man, and wdl, acquainted , 
with the country : it would have been better however 
<m the prefent occafion if he had not been entrufted 
with fuch powers, as ^sdll appear. De Medina, having 
gone down the river to meet the veflels, and having 
arrived at Xicalonga, where they were at anchor 
watting to hear from Cortes, prefented the generalas 
letters to Cuenca, and alio produced his own com- 
miffion as captain, A difpute immediately enfued 
t)etween thefe two officers relative to the chief com- 
mand, and each being fupported by a party, they had 
rcconrfe to arms, and fought until there were not 
d^t Spaniards on both fides left alive. When the 
ndghbouring Indians perceived this, they fdl upon 
the furvivors, put tliem to death, and deftroyed the 
two ihips, fo that we did not, for two years and a 
half, know what was become of them. 

We were informed, at our prefent quarters, that 
the town of Gueyacala was diñant three days' march 
from us, and that our way was acrois deep rivers and 
trembling marihes. Cortes accordingly fent* two 
foldiers to examine them, who, founding and trying 
the rivers, came back and reported that they were 
paflaUe by conftruding wooden bridges acrofs them, 
but as to the marihes, which lay more diftant, and 

which , 
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; wfiich were the moil matelial, they made no ésanifíisu 
tion at all. Cortes allb fent me and one GoiiMó é6 
Mcxia forward to Gueyacala, with fome guides whd 
oflfef cd themielves, from pur prefent quarters. We 
fet out accordingly, but iñ the night our Indian» 
left us, for it f^emed that the two nations were at 
war, and we were now forced to rely entirely, on our-^ 
felves. When we arrived at the fii^ town, belonging 
to the diftrift of Gueyacala, whidh is the chief orer 
about twenty others, the inhabitants of it &ewed 
fome figns of jealoufy, but we foon reconciled them* 
Jhis diftridl is much interfered by lakes, rivers, and 
trembling iharihes. Some of the dependent to\^s 
are in iflands, and all the communication is by-candfes* 
We invited the chiefs to ^ and wait upon Cort^, 
but this they declined, on account of the hfft^ity be- 
tween the two nations. It feems that on the firft day 
of our arrival they had lio idea of our force, but on 

* the next they had received further kitdligence con- 
cerning it, and treated us with more deference. They 
promifed that they would provide every accommoda* 
tion for our people on their arrival, and while ..we 
frere engaged in difcourft?wtth them on thefe'fuljíóéb, 

^ two Spaniards fent by Cortes brought me fett^s, 

' wherein he ordered that 1 ihould witMii tfcree days 

meet him with all the provifions thatil couW-eoHed, 

^or that he had been deferted by the nStives, aai'i^as 

'on his way to Gueyacala without a»y necciaries 

whatever. Thefe Spaniards alfo informed me, that 

• four of our-foldiers, who had been detached by Cor* 

, . . tes 
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Us higher up the river^ had ¿ot returned, and wer^ 
&ppofed to be murdered, at afterwards appeared to 
i>etheca&w ' 

Cortes putlbed his inarch» and was for four days 
employed in conftruittng his bridge acrofs the great 
river, during which tiriie the army fufifered dreadful- 
ly from hittiger, hai^g left their laft quarters with- 
out any provifions whatever. Some old foldiers cut 
down trees refembling the palm, and procured nuts, 
which they roafied and feat : a very poor refource for 
fo many. On the night that the bridge was finiihed 
I arrived with one hundred and thirty loads of corn, 
¡Kmey, frmt, and fidt, and eighty fowls. It was dark, 
and Cortes had made Diention of his expeftatioi, of 
toy arrival. The confequence was^ that the foldiers 
Waited for me, and inunediatdy l^d violent hands on 
every atom of provifions which 1 had brought, not 
leaving any thing for Cortes or the other officers. The 
general's fteward and major domo cried out, " This 
is for the general,'^ and ** Do not touch that,*' but 
it was to no avail i the foldiers iaid that the general 
and the others had been eating their hogs, while^he 
poor foldiers were famiihing ; and neither entreaties 
nor arguments could induce them to leave him fo 
much as a fingle load of corn. Cortes loft all patience 
when he heard of it, and fwore that he would ma^e 
inquiry and puniih thofe who had committed the ottt- 
irage, and who had talked about the hogs. But he 
foon found that thi? was merely crying in the defcrt. 
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He then bjsuxied ifipe, bift. I t€id hiói: tíiat a guard 
&oúld h^c been a{f>oiiil6d'tD.r6cdiñe:the :provi£kiiis 
when they were brought in, for that hung^ knowi 
no law. As he faw there was no remedy, he return- 
ed tome, tad, eaptión .J>e Saadotal-l>tíiig prrf^nt, 
, addreflEbd ine. with good words, %«^**Aiy dms 
friend Ikk Caftilloi I ana iure that you have left Hfs^t 
thiixg behind you én t^p road fewr yourfidtf ai^ o^ 
friend hprc ; dp let u? go together, as^^pog^ we iQ 
ihar^ it with you/* Sandoval z¡^í^j^9íi h<5 vows 
ed to his God he ha4 i^Qt fo much a^^ haluif^ 'oí 
maize. When thus applied to I cpuld^ npt reái^ 
them, *^ WeU,*' iaid;4 " whm the f<^4i#ri 3«^. a8 
3^cq>, come with me, and take fli»res of w^t I ^oi 
Vided for myfelf a^id thofe with me;'* wWcfc vrSí ^ 
twelve loads of maiae, twenty fowjs^ three jars -of 
•Boney, fruits, ^ndfalt; I had alfo fome \y:oji3iea ^ 
mak^ bread. Th^y bot;h tíhankpd aod efn^pi^d m^^ 
and ü> we e&aped fjamine for this time. <20rica in^ 
quired how the reverend feithcrs hadf ared ; buttlOT^e 
was no caufe of ap^^chcufion £<^ them, »sl each foidiec: 
gave them a portion of "what he had obtaiBed. 'SttcfaL 
are. the hardfiiipB attendant upon es^ecfitions in éa^: 
e^forld ccmntries! Our general, feared as he wasr, 
1^ the fddiers, had his |>rx>vifions pillaged, and vtrsu^ 
in danger^ef ftarving, and captain De Sandoval would 
HOit trun ¡my one, but went himíblf to get his ration' 
frpm ixie. On ccmtinuing our march, ^b^i ^e Ití^d 
advanced about a leagufc from the river, \<^came t<S 
thofe defperate trcmbKng marfiles» Here our horifitt^ 
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♦ere :36telr fetíftg all iiootl^ed ; hut as tfcc diftsncc; 
v^ not ?tb0VQ fcaitf » bdfc-ihet^betMffeett the firm 
groui^ oo eqw^ fide^ we cpiitrived to draw then» 
throu^ it byv «mn force, and when we had gotten 
wi^y afiter r e(Bniing thanks to Crod» Cortes fent to 
Gueyacaia %c ^kdh fuf^y of provifioas, of which 
he eook care not ta be phjuadered as on tke form» 
occaAou, suad ox^ the enfui^g day the who^ of our 
party arrived, at an ^rly hwur, in the town of Gijiey- 
acaJ^ whfreth^ chiefs attended, and had. made ample 
pF€|>vations for our reception. 

- .Cortes, having done whatever was ncceflary to con- 
ciliate the good will of thefe peopk» inquired of th^m 
relative to his future march, and alfo, if they had ever 
Ifeceived any intelligence jof ^ps bdng on the coaft, 
igrj^f my fettlwielit of Europeans there. They tolfi 
Jtum, that U the dillance of eight days^ journey there 
If ere many men with beards lik^ ourfelves» wkg had 
b^^es» and three feips with them. They alfo furniih- 
ed Mm with a map of his route, and offered tl^ir aJ& 
filance during the march ; but in anfwer to his. de* 
ntand that they would cqien the way for us» they re-- 
pireiibited to him the difobedience c^.fome c^ th^r 
dependencies, and expr^fisd their wiihes tareductf^ 
them to fubuMffion by our iacam. Thii duty he 
gave to Diego de Mazantes, a rdati<m of the trca- 
ñjscer Alonzo de E&rada, as a compliment to him, and> 
caUhig me ande/ he defired that I would attend him 
ufoa the occafion as his coun&Qor, from my expe^ 
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riefice ia the affiurs ^f tlie coaiitry% Tbhi Í flioukl 
not now mention, nor do I as a bc^ift, but it is mf 
duty as an hiftoriaa, and^irthef, it was w^ kaoWn* 
to the; whole army, and lus Majefty waf informed of 
it in the letters \mtten ta hii^ by Cos^^ About 
eighty of us went with M^zariegos upon t}us occafion* 
When we arrived^ we found the diftriA ic^ the be^ 
oifpoiition po^le ; the chiefs returned vÁxh us to 
W2ut on Gortes, and brought with them a moft^ píen». 
tiful fiip^ of provifionsw In about four days irfto^ 
this, ajl the xutive chiefe dcferted us, and we vipc^ 
left with only three guides, to purfue our route, which 
we did, croffing two livers, to another town in the 
di^inSt of Gueyacala, wl^ch we fpun^ aJbsu|dp9eds 

ISirer was the icene oB the death of Guiatthnotzib, 
kft native king of the Mexicans* k appeared t^ » 
plot h^ been entered ij^to by this unfortunate ixian» 
tc^etber with iñany others of his nobility, to nmrder 
the Spaniards, and return to Me^co ; and that» <^ 
th^ arrfval^ they intended tf make a jun^on of all 
their forces, and attack the^aniih garriibn» Their 
treaibn wa& comnuinicatedto the general by two lovd» 
named Tapia and Juan Velafquez, who hadcomnund^i 
ed iwder Guatin^tzin durin|^tífe fiege. As Apñ as 
Cortáis ^ot the knowledge of it he took the informa- 
tions, not only of thefe two, but alfo of feVferal others 
concerned. Their confeflion was, that^ perceiving 
we marched without precaution, that difcontent pren 
vailed, that many of our foldier& were ¿ck^ aiid p€h 
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vifions fo fcarce that ten Spaniards had died of hunger 
abfi^tely, and others had fetumed to Mexico j con^ 
filtering alfo the uncertainty of our 6te and deftina« 
tion ; they haddbcided, that dying at once was prefer- 
able to going^with ill any farther. They had there-i 
fore refolved to try their fortunes, and fall upon u» 
at the*pafltge of fome river or maríh, their number*^ 
being an encouragement to the attempt, as they ex- 
ceeded three thoufand well armed men. Guatimot- 
zin daoied that the whole of the Mexican force was 
concerned in this plot, or that it would have ever ^ 
been, to his knowledge, carried into eflfeft. But he ' 
admitted that it had been < heard, though never ap-i 
proved of, by him. The prinCe of Tacuba declared ** 
that all which had ever palled between Guatimotzin^ " 
and him was, frequent declarations that to lofe* their 
Kves a* once would be preferable to wafting in tho 
manner they were, in a flow death, by hunger and * 
fsttigue, and fedng the diftreflba of their friends fuf- 
fcriflg aroimd them. "Without any more proofs 
whatever, Cortes ordered Guatimotzin ai^d his coufin* 
the prince ef Taenia to be ktoged immediately ; and, ^ 
the {H^arations for the ei^ecution being Qiade, they ^ 
were brought to the place, attended by the revercndT 
fathers. Before he was*aE»cuted, the king, turnii!^ * 
round to Cortes, faid, ** Malintzin ! now I find in 
what your felle words and promifes hate ended — r^ 
my. death. Bettef that I had filien by my owa 
hands than truft myfelf in your power in my city o^ 
Mexico, Why do you thus unjuiUy t^üke tny Ufe \ 
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May Gbdxleittafld t)f you thi$ iaiieceiit bk)Od !** The 
piim:e of Tacuba only £ttd^th&t|ie was happy to idfe 
by the fide of his }awñil ¿oñrere^a. Thu» ^uded th0 
Hyes of thde two ^*^t men^ and I mt& &y Hkse 
g.€>od Chriftkns^ and for Indians moft pioClfly ; and i 
keartUy játíed Guatimotzin and his oomfin, kav^g 
feen them in fuch great fortune and fitus^ions* They 
braved very kimHy to me durh^ our march, doing 
me niany-Xervices, efpecáalLy gi^ng me Indians to car^ 
ry grafs for náy horíb j and I alfo dedare that they 
ftifiered their deaths móft undefervingly, and fo it 
aj^jeared to us all, amongft whom there was but one 
o^ion upon: the fubjeft j that it was x moft Uhjuft 

and cruel fentence,. 

♦ 

We continued our march afterwards wítíi great 
caution, from apprehenfions of a mutiny among the 
Mexicans on account of the execution of their chiefs j 
but the wretches were fo exhaufted by famine, fick* 
Bd&, and fatigue, that they did not appear even toí 
ihink about the matter. ^ At night wie arrived at ar 
^age which was abandoned by the inhabitants, but 
í)¿kfearGhing we found eight prieite, who readily at^ 
tended us to Ct>rtes. He defired them to call back 
their Ad^ghbours, ajid thftt they flioijld receive no in- 
jury. I'liis the príéfts readily pr^lfcd, requefting^ 
at the iame^ime, that their idols, which Were in ai 
templé adjoining the building wherein were the 4q[uar- 
ters pf Cortes, ihould not be touched ; which the 
general agreed to, but toc4c the opportunity of ex- 

poftulating: 
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fKyftufadb^ with ihem iBE{K>ii"dieafafardity of veiierat- 
lug what was in readity no more tíia^xi day and ttm* 
feier. The prieife feemed very wfflixig to cmbface the 
lirue dbd^ine, and brought ^is twenty loads oíf fowb 
and maize. To the queftion put to them by Cortes^ 
how timny days' journey, or funs, it was to the" place 
wiitfre were the men with beards on their faées, amf 
who rode horfes, tljey replied, feven ; th¿ the place 
Was named Nito ; and they offered to be our guides 
thither. 

' Cortas eaufed acrofe ta befiwd ina krge ceiba 
lliee dofe to^ tbeii? tefi)|te,-which, as Ihav^ b^ore 
mentioned, jdned to the buikMng wherein herbad 
taá:en his quarters. He was at this time vei;y iU tern- ./ 
pared ai^&d» He was vexed by the diflieukies and 
-^tnisfbrtones whieh had attended his march, and his 
c^iácience upl»aided Mm with the death of the un^ 
foftuiMt);^ Ouatimotzifi^. He was fo difirafted by^ 
Ús^ thou^ts that he couM BOt reft in his bed at 
i^^t, aad, gettiag up in the dark to walk a^iout, as' 
a rdiidFfi»MR his an:deties^ he- went into a large apartar 
ment where feme of tli^ idols were worihipp^. 
Kfere he imffed his way, and fell from the hei^t oj, 
twelve feet, to the ground, receiving a defperate* 
wound and cont!|^|ons in his head. This circum* 
fiance he tried to conceal, keeping his fufierings ttj 
himfelf, and getting his hurts cured as well as he 
could, 

Quitting 

* 
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Quitting thk phce, wc arrived in twp dsrys ai i 
ffiftrídy the peo{de of which are catted the Mazotecas^ 
and found a newly built towá, fortl&^d md barricade 
«d, with very fttoag paH£ttl«>es in two drdei, one of 
which was- like a barbican^ wi^ loop hcdes^ and 
trenched funk before it. The. part which was not 
ft^fied in this manner was ckfended by 1 perpoi* « 
dicular i^dck, the tqp of which was piled with ftones 
fliaped for the fling. It had aliif a parapet, and there 
was on cot fide of the town za impafiabk marih. On 
•ntry we found every houfe filled with provifions of 
whatever kind the country ofibrded, and a nn^zine 
Rooked witíi arms of all foltsf iHit not a fing^ human 
bdngw While we «rtre ^xpn^ing cmr afiomihmeitit 
at theie drcum&^ccay^ fifteen Indians came out of tl|e 
marfil» aiid, addreffing us with gxeat fubmiffion^ia* 
foraged us l9iat they had been «brilren tb the cohfouÍK^ 

^ioa of this fiSrtre&^ as a laft^t«ííburce in an unfud» 

ccEfefid war» in which ^i^ had beeii engaged with 

^ . fome «f their nei^ibours, who^i^as wdl as I vt^cXkQ:^ 

JHiey caUed the Lazandones. It feemed to lie a warw 
&re of {¿under on each fide. The name of this diftrid 
nieans in thdr kmguag^ a country abounding with 
game» whtdi it was very well entitled to be calM. 
Two (£áhe Vidians attftided us i^m this flace» and 
communicated to Ccnrtt» what they knew of the iet« 
tlement of the Spaniards* 
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We now^travellcd through a country entirely open, 
confifiilig^of vaft plains without a tree* The heat c^ 
the fun was exceffive, and the deer which fed ov^r 
this extfinlive range of champaign were innumerablt, 
and fo tame as dlmoSt to come to our hands. The 
horiemen took them after the Ihorteft purfuit, and 
we had in a very Kttle i^acc of time above twenty kil- 
led. AikingxHir guides the reafon of thefc animals 
•not being alarmed at the approach of men, we found 
that it was oiKong to a fuperftition of the pecóle, who 
ccMifidered them to be divinities, as they iaid tha« 
their gods ai^)eared to them in their forms $ and alio 
that their idols had ti>tt&ianded that they Ihould he 
-neither láUednorfrighetncd.: The heat of the weather 
was now fogr»t, that a relation of the general's, nam- 
ed «Palacios Rulóos, loft his horfe by purfuing the 
""game. Purfaiiigcmrj^umeyby villages where war had 
^kft its deftrudive marks, we met fcMcne Indians on thor 
return from hunting» Hiey had with them a huge 
lion which diey had juft kitted, and £bme igu^as, a 
*fpedes of imaU ferpent, very good to cat. They lot 
us to thdr town, bdng oU%ed to wade up to oA 
4mddle$ in a lake <tf freflt water with which it vipis 
ftrrounded. In this town was a large pond of freih 
water, whi<^ was q^uite full oftfühes, refemblang what 
we call in Europe the fliad fifli, Imt enormoufly large> 
with prickles on their backs. We procui:ed fome nets, 
and took above a thouiand, which afforded us a plen- 
tiful meal. We alfo procured here five Indians, who, 
on our inquiry by^ dsfciption for our countrymen. 

Vol. n. K k readüy 
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readily undertook to guide us to thdr iettleiiieiit, for 
they at firft thought that we came to put them to 
death, and were happy to find tíiat they were U]|ely'* 
to "be rid of us on fuch cafy terms* j . . 

We proceeded towards- a place named Tayaikl^filu^ 
ated on an üland» the white temples^ tuifrets and^ 
houfes of which gliftened frenaba cüfiance. It was ihe^ ^ 
chief town of a difttid* As the. wad grew very nar*^ 
row we thought it beft to halt fior xkt night, four 
companies of foldiers. being detached to the'&ore^ té 
fearch for a paflage. Luckily they todk X^ canoés^^ 
in which were ten men afiwjtwo woEWen who wí&^e- 
ctmv^eyingfaltand maiáe*'^ Bdñg tiróúght to Cortes 
andi queíHoned, they £|id, that they bcfoxi^géd to the 
to*n befcMTe ys, which wa&diftant about ftíur leagues; 
Cortes detained one canoe and fomle of the people, "^ 
paiticularly the women^-and fent the others ^ñíÚi. two ;^ 
Sfjiniards to the chief, to demand from him canoe/^ 
to crofs the water. Our whole party then fet out to- 
\^á^ the river, and arriving theie^ we found thq •• 
cacique waiting forus. He invited the general to hfe 
town, and Cortes embarked *with thirty crofe-bow- 
men, and, arriving- there, was pre&nied with fome 
trifles of gold much alloyed, #id a few maiítíes. 
They here informed him that they kn^^pof Spaiuards * 
being at two different places, one oí which it íeems- 
was Nito, the othef^ San Gil de Buena Vifta. He atfo 
learned thatánany more were at Naco, which is uf)- 
the country ^d diftant ten díiys*-jóurriey-from Nito,^ 

which 
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wMclr bft mentioned place lies on the nórtKern coaft. 
The general on hearing this obferved to us, that pro- 
bikfy De Oli had divided his force ; for as yet we 
knew nothing of Gil Gonzalez de Avila. 

Our whole body having croffed the river, we halt- 
ed at the cfiilance of two leagues from it, to wait the 
return of .Cortes. Here a Negro, two Indians, and 
three Spaniih foldiers, deferted ; the latter preferring 
the taking' their chance among enemies, to the repe- 
tition of the fatigues they had gone through. This 
day I was iun-firuck and fell ill of a calenture. The 
weather alfo at this timt clianged, aad for three days 
and nights it never ceafed. raining ; but we were 
cdidiged to continue our journey under it, from the 
apprel^nfion that our provifions ihould fall ihort* 
After two days' march we came to a ridge of rocks,- 
the ftones whereof cut like knives ; we íent foldiers a 
league's diftance on each fide to iearch for fome other 
road, l^t to no cflFeft. Our hories fell here at every 
ftep, arid cut themfelves to pieces, and the farther we 
Ilroceedcd on the defcent, the worfe it was. We left 
dght holies dead upon the fpot, and moft of the reft 
w?re fo wounddd as not'to be abk to keep up with us. 
Amongft others wh# received hurts, the general's re^ 
lation Palacios Rubios, brofcfc his leg by a fall. We 
called this place La Sierra de los Bedernales. When 
we had gotten over it we did. not fail to return 
thanks to God for his mercy in extricaiing us from 
that diflSiculty. We then advanced ^eerfully to- 
wards. 
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J^ds a town named T«ca, wkich lay bc%c us^aná 
where we hoped to find a fuflWenqr of every thing; 
tut w^ were iuddenly and wexpcdcdly (topped by^an 
enormous torrent, which being fwelled by th© heavy 
rains, came tumbling between great precipices with a. 
noife which cQu|d be heard at the diftancf of two 
leagues. Jlere we wer^ obliged to halt for three com* 
plete days, in ord^r to make a bridge from one prca» 
pice to the other, and when at the end of the third 
day we began to pals^ over, we found that the people 
qn the bther fide had taJswn advantage of ajax dday» 
to remove themfelves and all their provifiox^ Q^t q^ 
our reach. 

When we learned that after att our fatigues hunger 
was to be our portion, we fixmed as it w^e thundar« 

^ ftruck, I own I nev^ in my life felt my heart fo dc- 
prefifed a3i when I found nothing t* be had for myfelf 
or my people i and tlu3 too on the eve of our Lord's 
refurreilion ! A pyetty feftival we had c£ it tndy I 

'^Cojfte^, after fending out his fervants every where, 
procured about a buihel of múze* Wh^ he ^w th<s 
diftre& which we wexc in, he QÜled logger the cc^« 
niüs of Guacacnalco, as the fiower of hM ^Lnny^ wd 
e^rneftly foUdt^d us to dft onr ntmoft to procure* 
fgrne neceflaries. Pedro de {rcic^ i»#> ^^ prefent,^ 
aiked to be. appointed to the c^mnugid, to which 
Cortes affenteA; but I, who knew that Pe Irdo wa^ 
more of a talking than a marching foldier, and that 
he would lag by the way and retard ns, whiipered 
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Cortes and Sandoval £0 prevent his going : for he, 
lieing duck legged, could not get through the deep 
ground and mire like us, and would be obliged to fit 
down. Cortes therefore ordered him to ftay, and 
five of us, fetting out together, with two guides, and 
croffing rivers and marihes, came to fome Indian 
houfes, where we found provifions in plenty. Here 
we alfo took fome prifoners ; and with their fruit, 
fowls and corn we celebrated the feaft of the Refur- 
re^on heartify. On the fame night arrived a thou- 
&nd Mexicans, whom Cortes had ordered to follow 
us. We joyfully loaded them with all the com that 
we could procure, and twenty fowls for Cortes and 
Sandoval ; and there ftill remsdned fome corn in the 
town, which we ftaid to guards On the next day 
we advanced to other viBages, where we found futh 
^ plenty of com, that we wrote a billet to Cortes, 
with ink which we made, and on a piece of a drum 
Jbiead, defiring him to fend áfi the Indiana that he 
could, to carry it to our jyeople* 

Thirty íbldiers, and about five hundred Indians, in 
a Ihort time arrived, and thus ^thanks to God) we 
were ¡imply «provided for the remainder of the five 
days, during whidi we fláad at 'Taica. I muft ob- 
ierve, that the KHdges, wKieh we confhnifted on this 
march, remained perfiíétíy good for many yearsj and 
that the Spaniards, when they paflbd them, ufed to 
iay, " Thefe are the bridges of Cortes,** as formerly 
it ufed to be laid, " Here arc the pillars of Hercules." 

We 
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We coatinued oiir nuffcJi for two dayg, to a jSssdt 
named Taoia, throu^ a cotuitfy iotcrisdxd with 
rirers and rivulets, aad where aH the towns were a- 
bandoned y and during the night, our guides, bdng 
entruibd to the care of fome of the newly arrived 
l^paniards, who I fupp(^e flejpt i^>on their pafts,macb 
tíieir efo^. Thus we were left in a difficult coun* 
try^ smd not knowing which Way to tunu In addi« 
ú(m to this, it rained moft heavily. Ck)rtes was out 
of hmnour, and £údy Pedro de kcio add many more 
bdngf4>y, that he wiih^ others befide^ the fettkrs of 
Guacacualco would be^ them&lves, and do fome 
goody in fearching for guides. De Ircio, Maimdgo 
a perlón of qiiality, and Burg^sdira aftertwards r^dor 
of Mexico, each offei^ their iendces, ami tiddi^ fix 
fok&ss apfeee, were om three days in feárch of In* 
dia»is, said all returned without fiiccds, having met 
with nothing but rivefs,and watevs, and obftrudions.. 
Cortes was in defpair at this, and defired Sandoval to; 
s^ly to me, alking as a favour that I would take the 
bulineis on me* When addrefied in tins manner I 
could not refufe, though very iü ; and, taking with 
me two fiiaids, men capabk of enduring hunger and, 
thirft, wp fet out together, and, f<^w}ng a ftream,. 
the marks of boughs bein^ cut from the trees points 
ed out a *way to fome hou&s, fircpoi j^ence we law 
COTn fields and houies with peo[^ ^p|rthem. We. 
remained concealed until we fiippo&d the people to 
be afleq», and then, taking the ii^tetbitants by fur* 
priie, made prifoners three Jjfien, two Indian girl& 

wha 
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who 'w^re very handfome, and an old woman. They 
had a few fowls and a Uttle corn. The whole of our 
capture we brought to our <{uarters. Sandoval was^ 
overjoyed at our arrival. " Now/^ faid he to Fcdra 
dc Irdo, in the prefaicc of Cortes, "was Del Caftillo 
right when he infifted on having none but adive 
men with him, and not to take people who hobble 
along, telKng tíieir old ftories of the adventures that 
happened to the count De Urena, and his fon Dwi 
Fedre Giron.'* Thefe ftories De Ircio ufed to pcftcr 
us with, over and over again, for which rea£9li all 
who were prefent laaghed heartily at what was feid- 
by Sandoval, who knew that De Ircio and I were not 
friends. Cortes returned me thanks, and paid me 
many compliments upon my conduél: but I wiB 
drop this futjeft, for what is praife but emptineis and 
unpofitablenefs, and what advantage is it to me that 
people in Mfexico fliould teH what we endured, or 
that Cortes ihould fey, wten he wanted to perfuade 
me to go on this laft expedition, that next to God it 
was me on whom he placed his reliance to procure 
guides ? 

From the prifoners whom we had taken we learned, 
that it was neceffary to defcend the river for two 
days' journeyjgo * place of above two hundred hou- 
fes, named Omfistli ; which we accordingly did, pat 
fihg on our road feme large buildings where the tra- 
velling merchants of the Indians are ufed to ftop. At 
the clofe of the fecond ^y we arrived at the place to 
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wlildi ire had been direded, where we foond T^et&% 
of provifioQi. We alfo found in one of the tejBpdifift 
«n old red cap, and a iandal, as offerings to tlmr idc^ 
Some of our foküers brought to Cortex two old meg» 
and four women» whom they took in the maize fields» 
Cortes aflced them what di^ance th^ Spaniih fettle^ 
tnent was from this place ; to which they replied that 
k Mfas two days' journey, being dofe by the iea fidi^ 
and that no town intervened. Uponjiús, Ck)rtai 
ordered Sandoval immediately to fet out on foot» 
with fix foldiers, and get down to the coaft, in prder 
to afcertain what number of men De Oli had with 
him, for as yet we were entirely ignorant of all that 
had happened there, and Cortes required this infor* 
maitioa^n order to effeSt what he had determined* 
which was, to fall upon and furprife De Oli and his 
troops during the nigh^. 

Sandoval, taking three guides^ reached the fea fide» 
ami going northwards foon perceived a canoe, and 
concealing himfelf where he expe£ted it .to anchor for 
.^e night, he was fortunate enough to get poffefiion 
of it, and vfon examination fouiid itrto bdong to In- . 
dian iMfthanti who were bringing ialt to Golfo 
Dolce* Sandoval embarked ^ board ÉSs canoe with 
a part of his foldiers, an4» fending the «eft by land» 
lie purfued his route for the great rvi^ As fortune 
would have i^ on his voyage he fell in iidth a canoe 
in which had come fpur Spatdfli fettkr^ who were 
iearching for fruit near the i^outh of ^ the river, be« 
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ttig ia groit diftctfi from the hoftlMties of the Ir- 
¿hn$9 and the iwiges oiade by di£a&. Two of 
diefe» being up in m tree^ were aftontflied at the fight 
«f Sandoiral and the reft» and reported to their ccmi- 
f^nimis ^ii4iat they had feen. When they met, San- 
doval was iafors^ed by them of their prefent diftrefe, 
and how they had hanged the officer left there. by 
Av&u Upon this he determined to bring them to 
CorteSt which hamig declared» a foldier named Alon- 
«o OrtÍ2 obtained from him permiffion to fet off with 
tli^ news» in order to get a reward. He accQi:dingly 
in a ihort time reached us» and by his intelligence re- 
joiced us alL Cortes prefimted him with an excel«^ 
knt horfe» named MoorVhead» and each of us. gave 
him üboieúung proportionate to our abihties. San- 
doval arrived a ihort time after, and informed us 
that they were preparing to embark for the illand of 
Cuba» and how they had hanged their commanding 
officer for oppoling them» and al£> becaufe he had 
hanged a turbulent prieft( as alfo that they had dbl^ 
ed one «Anthonio Niote in his place. 

f- 

Cortes ifiued an order to march immediately for 
the feaco»ft» which was diftmt fix league^and we 
had an inlet Jrthe fea to pais. We were therefore 
obliged to v^t till low water» a^id then crois it, wa? 
ding and fiyiii0iing> Cqrtes puihed forwards with 
his attaidantB, aifd crc^kd the river ift the two ca* 
noes» fwimjiung the ho^ hy^^he fi^e of them ; but 
he fottfia it fo dangerous» fr^m^^e vidence of the 
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current, that he fent woi^i to us -not to ^fidkw Mik 
until farther orders. - :**''*'^^ ^^^ -^ 

The place \i^ere Avfla's fétfléfrdow 'Were vms 
about two leagues diftant from where Oortes landéít 
They were grcady furprifed at the appearaftce of Eu- 
ropeans, and more fo when they fbuftd that it av^ 

% the general fo renownicJ through aSI thirfe toufitties. 

>^ Cortes received thdr congratulations^ in the molt 
gracious manner, and defired th e m to bring together 
Vhat canoes they tould coUeii:, as alfo the boats tj«- 
longing to their feips, and to provide bread for tfit 
ufe «f his ¿eople. Of this laft attide orily fifty 
pounds coula be procured, for they -Ihred dmoft en- 
tirely on fapores. Vegetables, 2^d what fifii they 
caught. We were four days paffing*the river, with 
the greateft danger. One fddier witlfliis Tioifc Wcift 
to the bottom, and never' appeared^ afterwards. 
* Two other horfes were aMb loft: One of them be- 
longed to- a foldief named Cafqúete, tdio* iieartay 
curfed Cortes and^i^ expedition;" Afftlfe ifi forturte 
he had brought upon him. 

' *■ t 

' Tfié general truttetí' the care Y>f the embarkation to 
Sandoval. One SasrVedpt, prSfiihting upott his telá- 
tionffiip with CSárték; wt)ítl(t «ótf ^^fáTjfeft^to* tlíe 
-captain^s ordfers, aítA, en5¿tvoüirffí|^^^ío'fbr¿e^'h&t^^ 
fag¿, laid his haM to hiá^ ^^oiftlf <f?5^tK dfe^p^ 
expreííions to S£ndova!Í^^' ¥Í^ttér made few wordl, 
but; feizing himinftaiflKly, tftrewlám ijitb the water, 
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re be^|m nesurly dro^jtrned» Our fufiering at 
tUiS thne from h^qg^ was beyond my expreflfcm. 
For thefe four days we had UteraHy nothiBg but the 
ftw nuts that we amid gather, at^d fome wild fruits ; 
and when wc ariiTisd ^nthe other fide our condition 
wsiai aot bettered. 

We found this cdiony to c(fti¿ft o£ forty me» and 
fi:^ WWien, %]| ydkiw and ikldy^ and without any 
diing to eat» Of courfe we were anxious for the 
nuuoent of 6?^g out hci order to (i^rch the countfy 
fpr- pr(mfioii$» About eighty of us went on foot,. 
undor t^e c^mtnma of captain Luis Marin, to a town 
aet the diftaiiiee of di^ leagues, vherc we found pro- 
yifions of aU Idnd^p cocoa in the grcateft quantity, 
and'pknty of corn and yegetaUes» This place was 
e|s:a^ on the route of N^o, whither it was the in^ 
tmti^ of Corles to go. On receivmg our intdli*». 
gence,he diipatqhed:SandQval vnxh the principal part 
of his troops tp yin \is* We fe^t a pleptij&Al fiipply^ 
of piawse tp ewt wretched coloiiift$, whp, -hayipg bien 
fe long ftarxiiig» e^t :to fiich m e»c^ that ftvm of 
thpm <tie4 inu¡nediatdy . At tins time alfo a veffel ar- 
rived t^ere, with (even horfes, forty hogs, ^i^ht ^ipes 
ci faked ineat^biíc^it, ai^^^n |)¡aQengers, adven-. 
turorv fitom tí»'iSbvA (íí Cttbíi, All tha proyifioi^s. 
<goi*te$ bou^t ^nwi^lfatdy, 3to<l: <^tibuted them, 
acaongjft the cdtóátíis, wifch an equ^üly fatal ref\ilt. 
They eat of the falted m^t to f^ái ?j\ exceis that;it 
gave them, diajprhoqstf^ whi^i» a very /ew. days carrL 
ed oflF fourteen. Cortea 
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Cortes now determined to examine tha ptA ri^fttv 
for wjiich ^rpofe he fitted out one of the brigán- 
tines of Avila which had been ftrancSsd, and with this 
veflel^ a boat, and four double canoes, in which he 
embarked thirty foldicrs^ With dght Mto» of the vef^ 
fel which lately arrived, he proceeded up the úftr 
to a fpadous lake with good anchorage, which ex-*' 
* tendáíto the diftance V fix leagues, and the whole 
, of the adjacent country was liable to be inundated^ 
Proceeding higher, he found the current moreftrong, 
and at length came to fome fliaBows wMlih Ms "f^Sbh 
could not pais ; he accordingly diiembs^ked, and^ 
proceeding by a narrow road, pafled through iSS^ 
rent villages. In the firft he took fome natrfes to fcrvc 
as guides, and in the fecond he found plenty of com, 
and fowls, among which were pheafants, pigeons and 
partridges. Thefe laft I have frequently ob&rved 
domefticated among the bidians. Purftáng his route» 
\he came near a large town named Cinaean Tencintfe» 
. £tuated amongfi: fine cocoa plantations, and in which 
he heard the found of niufic» the Indians being en-^ 
gaged in a drunken feftival. C(Mtei waited until a 
fit opportunity, concealed in a wood, and then, fud^ 
denly rtffliing ou^, made ten men and fifteen wcxnen 
prifoners. The ieft írttacátcá him with arrows and 
darts, but our people dk^efl with them, and CM to 
pieces eight of their chiefs^ When tile aatites fiwnd 
that the affair was goiÁg againft útetá they t&ouglo; 
it high time to fubmit ; and accordmgly four €^ 
men, two of whom were jpri^s, eayc^ appapentiy 

very 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 2»^ 

vwf much timed» to- petitioii Cortes for the priiian-^ 
crs, ad hrought with them a few trifl^ of gold. 
Onrtes prcnnifed to ddiver his prifoners, on receiving 
a good iupi^ of provifionSy which they afliired him 
of, and he p<Hntedoitt to them wherc^ the Ihips lay. 
It appftrs thsA a mifundarftanding afterwards hs^ 
pned betwen Cortea and the natives» relative to the 
delivery of -his captives, he wiflung to retsdn^ree 
women to imke bread. They in confequence pro* 
ceededtohoftiUties again; Cortes received a wound 
in tha^&tt; twdhre alfo q£ his foldiers were wounded» 
imd a boat deftroyed. He then retumed,after an áb- 
fience dt twenty-fix days» fu^bring dreadfully hv the 
moiquitoes. He wrote to Sandoval» giving hinQ|^an 
account of all that had occurred at Cinacan» which is 
diftant from Guatimala ieventy leagues» and ordered 
Kim to ^tKeed to Naco ; Cortes himfelf intending to 
€Aa^)]üh a fettlemoit at the place which was named 
Puerto de Cav^Qos» for which purpofe he defired ten ^ 
of the veterani of Guacacualco» without whofe aflif* 
tance nothing w» xonduded prqperly • 

Cortes» tiúdng vrith him all the Spaniards that re* 
» mained at St* GU de Buena >^fta» embarked in two 
ihips» and after «^t dayi' íail arrived at Puerto de 
Cavallos» in onkr to ^ant a colony there» the fituation 
being »ifmrable» and the harbour good. He appoint- 
ed IMego de Godoy commandant o£ this fettlement» : 
which he named Natividad* He thought that by this 
time Sandoval had arnved at Naco, which was not 

far 
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íar &&3Lnt^ má wrote t^ Mm tfcere^ diáa:|^i«i|ie^ 
the fbldkrs of Gi2a^acuala> to^reinfoi^ l¿sa^ mhf 
intended to prooeed to. the J|*y qf . l^ondw^s^ This 
letter retched i» ki the quarters whkh I hák 0|eiilioa*; 
edy for ^& ha4 RCit arrivefd at Naco. I wiUi fay no 
more (rf tfee yropeedings of Cortes^ nor how the flies 
bit him day and mgbt^ aad preveitttd ]^ reft, io tím^ 
» wc^ftffl-waíds heard, te had Hkc to haWi dioi or 
loft hk £aifea fro» want of flccp« 

. Sandoral,. oa r^eiving the general's kM:ftf» pfefied 
forward towards Naco, but was oU%ed tortoit ítt a: 
place caUe^ Cuyoacan, in order to bring np.hbftrag- 
giers who "had quitted him in fearch of p|ovifioii««: 
We fiad alfo a river toprfs, and the natives all roimd 
were hííftile. As^ out Kne^ (rf.mardi m^s fo xctyhmg^ 
by the nunJ^er of invars who caftie ftra|;g^iing after 
us, cipeciaHy of the Wfexicaws, it became neeefl&ury to 
cftablifti a poft at the feriy en this river, fpt wimh 
purpofe^Sandoval left we wkh t]i(e conmand of ^ght; 
men. . . . ■ 

V * * • ' 

.' One ni^ ^ body of th«>fi^ves feu t^n m^ but 
w^e were prepared ibr th^iu, ' They fet fire to the 
houfe in ^wi¿4jb yíc wer¿ apd t^ou^ ta have 
brou^t c^pjMT canoe j h^% ]«fe, with th^affiftaace of 
a few MeMlcans, beat them off fo^ that tijooie i andy 
knowing that't^^ap^ wer^i^ope in^alidb lodged uporn.. 
the road behind us, we on the next day brought theio- 
over, and all together fet out tojpui Safudq^^- Qb% 
/ ' * man 
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jfffen d^dá ^ipon tbettNbdl ; be was a Gaióeíe, hadljeeA 
feme time ill^ and át lén^h funk under poverty of 
diet. I was obHged to leave the biddjr feadnd, Bsk 
^hich Sandoval blamed me when I ^ made my report. 
t ttsMi )úía we hadt^v^o irivafids oh dlcU'iKiife^ and 
^kry com|>a<»k»i Baithdobxe de VIHaimeva hau^httiiy 
JÉá) that it was diffiocdt enough for us to bring oux^- 
tAires^ xidthout carrying dead men. Sandoval im- 
^neáfeteiy ordered me md ViÜMmeva to return and 
%\iry him, whidi we accordingly did, and ^aceda 
^ofs'^over die grave. We found in his poícket a 
^purfe containing á quantity of ¿ice, and a pemoran- 
i3tem of his family and effeás in Toaerifie. ^ Reft hi« 
ibull Amen. > , . ^ 

In ^out two days we arrived at Naco, having 

paffed a^ace where mines have been fincfe (fifcover- 

nsdiahdalfo a town named Quiniftan. On arriving 

at Naco we found it to be a good town, but it was 

•abandoned by its inhabitants •; however, we obtained 

'plenty of provEfions-'and fait, wfech we much wanted. 

We took our quartern in íbme very large quacfrangles, 

iiie fame place where Dc 0\i had been ^tísiecuted, and 

^^feeá dutfetves as if 'we had been to remain here for- 

'ever. In this placéis the'fiñeft ^water that we had 

met with in New Spain, as alfo a tree, Which at the 

time of the fiefta, let the heat of the fun be as great 

-SIS' it w^!; has a delightM,^efr^i^.g^ctt>lnefs in ití5 

•fliíiafe, and there Teems to defcend*from 4t?a kind ^f 

dew, of tíie moft delicate nature, which is go<>Afor 

the. 
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thehiaiL Tlie place is weQ ^titated, tke'Att^Mx^ 
hood fortBe, and produciag hotk the red and tím 
¿nail lapote, and it was at that time popohms^ 

Sandoval^ having obtained po&ffi(Hi of threcr^ 
the pindpal natives of the diftrift»^ treated them kin^' 
if» and we continued in peaceable terms lAridi them, 
bnt the inhabitants could not be induced to return 
to the town. It was now time to fend tbe^rein&rce- 
ment Cortes had required, of ten Spanifli fdfcrt of 
Guacacualco. • I wa» an invalid and unaMe to go, and 
%ti%t4(Ute&dl tolfeeejf me with him; eight vafiaiU 
mSi^ wer¿ however fent, who fet out, heartily 
cur^g Cortes and his expedition at every fiep. 
They had fome reafon, for they dkl not know die 
leaft<Jiiheftate(^i4itecouatry through whidi they 
wer#togo. Sandoval todc the precaution of fendii^ * 
#i%^rincipalr||terfons of the natives with them, and 
gaü^t f^be únderftood, that if any injury was done 
to ¿hem the country ihould be ftvanly punsihed* 
They arrived at the place where Cortes was, iniafety, 
and' he immed&aeiy embarked for Truxillo, kavii:^ 
Godoy in the command at Puerto de CavaUo^ ^th 
forty Spaniards, which was all that remained of the 
Ifettlers who came with AvBa, and thdTe tm^ arriv* 
ed from the iflañd of Cuba* • 

For fome time Ooábf maiAttfted Mmfdf in the 
%dghbouring country ; but, *as his men were conti* 
%ua!ly dropping off by difeafe, the Indians began to 

* defpife 
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JÜ^lpHe ^ nps^St thmn* wd «O: a. ihoFt . t^ ,they 

and three o£ them 4eíerte4. j^d ^omed (¡(undoval, 
•Such was the refult of the cotenizatáon t)f l^n^o de 
«C^aUos.i ,S4«idoyal, %^di^^««t exp«litie»s tp (he 

Qaaai^ta]^ and four ot^rs, a&d by judvi^us. pie?» 
Xures, bcovght the whole (^ the' cpUAtry -topics aa# 
.üubjeétion, ^-aroond Naco^ and:as£a« as-Godoy's iet> 

« . . . 

•• . . . . - • - • , 

. After fix days' £ol Gdttdft útíveA at «d^erpdtt «f 

^ux^. Tim place had beeR^cekmized by. ¥xtnéíú§ 

<U las Gai^, but there werealfo among^^faem many 

q£ the x^ulán^q^: Who had fervéd under Be C£ii> and 

who hiui b^éA biu^od fromig^Nauco. HfSk^tlk^íí^ 

<<Hiiciou» of jthek guilt» lasted im Cortes^ upditihis 

^rrivsi, <o fuj^plicatc his p*dw» fom^theit "oflfenért. 

This Cortci ^rawlcd them; ht alfo contitltted thófe 

^ho had bcefeja^ptóntcd ta <3^Ges, and piif at* the 

ht9d of 2dl thc^ pixranogSy as' obtain general, his 

aadation Saavfcdra. Cortes^ htfviflg líów fumilioned 

4ii&rhief$ and püiefts of the Indiana, made an harangue 

.to them, wherein he t<^ them of the objeft of lii$ 

boBñng thithf r, which was^ to induce them to quit 

,tíic ^mnnatural and ciuel praAitéy of thdr falfe reli- 

¿ion, and to embrace the true one. He alfo dwelt 

»pon the poy^ atd digait)^ of his Majefty the £ml 

fRaror. Jkm Carlos, to» whom he requited their liib* 

m^on» Thia, together with the holy ex^rtations 

Vol- n. Mm of 
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of our reverend fathers, háág exfds&eá lo tlieS? 
peofde, they HTcadily proétíftá to obey him, in hecrmh- 
«g bifiílíajéfty's vaflak ; whereupon COTti* ^íiifieá 
to theití¡* that they ílioükí i»r>vide the'^tkmeAt 
\i4th'áll »rd(^€^ food, d^daUy MijOÍváátk thá>e 
^rás^ a' ^reá£ plai^ in th^^ dhoñt the iiaatis \)f Los 
^üiHi2^$ and alfo he ddSiTed thm té ikid liibotiref^ 
*o* cfear the \voods in froiit of the to^ra, .and opefe 
ilbe ^jieir to the fea. All this btmgt^eadily undei^ 
taken by them, Cortes ordered a nnmber of imfsriif 
young to be turned out on thefe iflands, to fiodb 
*theils M9iách they dW in tíie^- coürfe ^' a few ymra. 
The revered fathMs Enmc^Qsm aif^ pt^eached to-tlie 
Indians xnany holy things, ywy ^ífying to iseai^^ 
The natiirea applied: tlMinlfid^es to lahéur fo^ansefüf^ 
tím m^cwo dbcy^ tíieyjdiearad the n^iNoods towards thb 
&^ .9S^ bwk. fi£toe¿ himáes, one of which waa fd^ 
CkH:te$9 and a vwty food l^biteiti(»w . The renovrn of 
óvr|^ndatf made him fcb]^d.throi^attiiidredí&iiábi» 
as fer as Olancho, whws arc the^riét ntíiá^ fTÍhfc 
Indies called him, ^^ Tb^ xra^ilaki HneJiUb of Bl»^ 
na,? that {by "Tiie^uald K^ptián wha brings Donaa 
ivigxipaij" andhispre^iW-rediiccdkiBeiwhde coutf 
try to fubo^iííion, tyr^^oítim^ diftciéb; in the moun^. 
toing pn^.hplding put«. ^^pinil theiiiy the ntmeaof 
yli^ch were gÍTViiiftJ^.tíy the'íáwef.of P^fyecat^ 
thcM; a .popiJppus 4^i^. tnt. now ijinitódíninhabitíd^ 
hq feut.capjapv ¡^v|jfc» with a p2yrty ,<?f . fpldiersi"' 
;^^1h) brpjiglft mofi^f jih^W.JJIider fiilsj^ikioaii the «b^ 
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ly aiae that hdd out bek(g H^t people '«^a9i«(|*thje<^ 
AcaltsBoans. 

As many of the fuitc of Cortes began now to fall: 
ñdk from the.offeéb of the elinute, |ie ient them cm 
board a yeffd to St. Domingo or Quha^ and by this,. 
<^portusiity he alio fent letters to the reverend fathers . 
of tha opder of St. Jerome, and the court- of royal, 
audknce» iafbcming tbenv of ajl the events th^ had 
hMfpemcd f of his re^figi^ng the governcaent of Mexi- 
co into the hands of deputies, to proceed s^^dnit De 
Qliinpoifoff, and alip of hiafujture i|[itentions.j|bHc ^ 
raquefted &om them a reuifofcement of ioldiers^ and, , 
to attain a^t to his report, he fent a vakiabk pre- 
fent of gddj^ takennnrf^lity from his fidcjboard, 
but iniuch m manner thi^: it ihould appear to th^i 
die produ^ of this fet^ecaent. This bulinefe he en-. 
trailed to a relation named Avalos, with orders, on^ 
his way^ to ta^ up tw^ty-five fddiers, , who, hfcji^ 
received int^ligftic^ Mwe left in .t)ie iÜandof Co¿u.- 
mel to kidnap • Indiiuji^ l^b^ veffel wasr wreckecL 
about fev^nty leagues* ^om the; Hayannáh j the capi 
tain, Avi^, ai^d n^y paffen^ers, pinriihed, and thpfe 
few wh«,efcaped„ amp^gft wh<^ waa the licentiate. 
Pedro I-opc^,were the Ju^ who b^pu^t |q the if-, 
lands intelligence of the ^^ft^ncQ of Cortes ai^d his ar^ 
my ; for it h^d been hitherto univerfaUy; believed that.. 
we had all ^len&ed. As footífks it Mra^J^iown where^ 
Gqttes th^cii was,» twopld fliips were freighted with ^ 
Jipfies. d^nd coks, andftput out ttp us, JExcfpt thefe, 

ftnd 
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and onl? l^pe of wine, al the reft of tht cargó con-. ' 
fifted of fliirts, caps, and ufeleiS trumpery of various? - 
kinds. *' . ■ 

'Sbme Ihditos of the iflands catted' the Ottaaaje*^ 
\^hich are abc/üt the diftance of eight leagues front 
TYuxilld, came at this iSme to complain lo42ortes,. ^ 
fftatkJiadbeen a praélice of the Spaniards tocóme 
to tíjjpjOfcnds and kidnap the natives - and -ttór- 
m^cegu^s, or-flaves, and^hat z veffd was i»w there^. 
MS fuDpdfed; tor that purpofe* Gortes, ^n haffhig^ 
toisjftrdered put one of his fibips, whiA came itt 
view of the veiFel, but Ihe immediatefy !ioifted fail- 
and made her efcape. It afterwards appears! thíat 
the commander of her was the bachelor Moreno, 'who^' 
hud been lent on bufinefs to Nombre de Bios, by the 
roytil #ot» t of audience of15t. DomiligOv 

liVhile'SandoVal remained at Naco, the chiefs of* 
,. two diftriás in tjiat viéinity, named Quecnfpan an* 
Tanchináíclíapa, came to him to complain of a party- 
of Spaniards who^ maltreated \heir peopie, robbing 
them, and puiting thexw in chains, and who were' 
now at the diftanCe o#^áboüt one dlay's maicli from 
his poft. Hé accordingly fet out againft them with 
feventy men, and arrived at the place wheri thefe 
people* weftr, perfeftly at ^áerrtéafe, and iot cxpeétírig 
any attadt.-^'^ttey wére'&rprifed at feemg us, and 
ran to their «rini ; tut we foon feiied the Capttiin :hnd 
feveral more, thus getting^ thfe better of them with^ 
^ . * out 
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Out any blooid being drawn on eitkcr fide.'*%liiáa- ' 
val ccnfmred tjiem in very ftfong terms for their 
. mífconduít, and ordered thofe Indians whom' tncy 
liad made |)rifoners to be immecfiately rdeafed. - The 
captain of this patty was one Pedro de Gmo ; he ' 
and his men were marched priforiers to pur Settle-' 
ment, fr#m the manner in which they were mount- 
ed aad attended, they feemed to be lords, in coodipa- 
ri£bn of us, who were dirty and worn dttuf -^th ^ 
fervice. Several of them were peffons of qwuty » ar i 
gentlemen,^ gnd after they had repofed a day amongft 
US they ^e^ perfed^ contented. Íl ^ 

'Hie teafon of their being in thefe countries is as 
follows : Pedro Ariaá de Avila, who had the govern- 
ment of Tierra Mrma, fent a captain named Frandfco 
Hernandez to tnake conquefts in the proviiy:e j|f Ni- 
caragua and Leon. This he did, reducing the natives 
tb obedience, and eftabKfliing a colony there. Wl^sn 
Hernandez found himfelf advantagebufly fettled, he 
determined to throw oflF his dej^ndfency upon Pedro ' 
Arias, to which I believe he ^ was Incited by the 
bachelor Moreno; and the peafon of it to the beft of 
my judgment was this : Ariaf 1^ beheaded V. K. de 
Balboa, who married his^ daughter Donna Ifabella 
Arias áe Penofa. This atrocious ííretch of power he 
committed i*oft unwarrantably, and it was on this 
occafion that the bachelor Moreno had^n ftot hither 
hy the royal court of audience. The bachelor, meet- 
ing with Hernández, adviféd him to renounce his' 

fonne^on 

V 
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wMeltíbn wi(h Fe^ro iVxus, wha h^ cwdat&td, 
himfelf ib b^y, wd' %Q cdlabliüi a diftia^ gav«riuafieixt, 
in. that p]:oviiu:e, immediately under hk Máj^by^ 
and HcTsxxodezj tal^big hh cou^xM, lent thi$ paity : 
to mak^ thqir way to the north coaft,. thereby to open 
z^qommix^csxim with thft moth^ country. , 

^ thi$9r being explain^ to Sandovzd, was by him., 
camQupi^cated to .Cf)jrtes, in e}ípe¿htk)ppL of his in^ . 
porting tiie views of Hernandez, by ca^iaii^. Iaüs Ma-> 
rii^ whom I attended uponlhis occafion. Qu|^ w^uol^ * 
part^onfified of ten ibldier^^ and a xaofji dd^pierat^, 
journey it waa The lad^ius were hofiile,and attadp^ 
cd us whh, large heayy lances, wounding two oC Q»r 
foldiers. . The rivers whic^, v§ Qfofied were fw^dla;i ^ 
a{Ld rapidi and fo frequent, t^ in C|^^ dajT we pafled^ 
three of them. One river nam^^ Xj^fua^ ten les^etf 
from Triumpho dc la Cruz, detained u&^fic^r tw:9,days, 
apd the ii^eta and %oqn$ were inédk^^b^^aP^ators*,. 
By the fide of the river Xagua we fbuxvi the.%eletons,i 
of iev^Quhprles ; t^ey had belcmged to Qe OH!a trQpps^v 
and. die4 >i^om pating poifonous herbs. Pafltng E\ 
Trimojpllf Así la ijruz, andaiplace nw^cd (¿wmaca,^^ 
at length we ar^ved i^i thp neighbourhood of TruxiU 
1q,. about the hpur of yie^rs^ and faw £ve pavalxers: 
ridjing along the coirfl. Thefe were Cortes ^d four 
of his friends, ^fho wec^é taking ^x.^vá£c^ ^ When he 
jrecíígnifed us, after the firft. fiirpr^ife at th<; unexpe^ed 
n^pg,,^ difiuQunted from his hprfe, ^,.rvuning » 
iip^em¿r?^ed u^ aU witli tjefurs, in hift -pyes, & oveqoy,v^ 
.. ,.,. ed 
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éd was he to fee us. It made me melancholy to fina 
hitñ fo weak and reduced. I^beid smd difeafe had 
wornhitti down : indeed he cxpefted deaith, and had 
gotten a Francifcan habit made to be burled in. Me 
had not at this time reccired any intelKgencc from 
Meixico fince he quitted that city. He waHced into 
the town with us, and we fupped with him, wretch- 
edly enou^. I had not my fill even of briad or bit 
tuit. "When he had read over the letters relative to 
kbe bufinels of Hernandez, he promifed that he would 
'do áB ht could to fupport him. The veflels from St. 
Domingo had arrived here three days before tA I 
have already mentioned, that, except tie hoifes and 
bne pipe of wine, their cargoes were nothing but 
ftippery ; it would have been* much better that they 
had not come, fince it induced us aH to run ourfelvei 
in debt, buying their ufeleis trafh. 

-1 
' While we were relating to Cortes the liardihipf 

we had fuftained during our late journey, a Ihip was 

dfi&aried at a diftance, making for our port. This 

veflcl SUi^d fit)m the Havannah, with letters for the 

general from tíie Ecentiitfe Zuazo, afadde^iSajor of 

Mexico. The hidalgo who was captain of the vcSd ' 

came direífiy to Idfs the hands of Cortes, and prefent- 

ed his Ifctters, the fubftance of which the reader fliall 

be informed of. As foon as' Cortes "read them hi 

was overwhelmed with forrow and diflnrriS.i IRie re- ' 

tired to his private apartment, where we coiild heaf ' 

that he was fuflfering under the greatcft agitation. 

He 
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He d&^t^&vt 9ut for aujciftire day ;,at .ai^( I4 
ceníeffcd, apd ordered a m^ for th« enfuujig^mprja* 
ifig» i^er which he called us together, ^od read ^ 
gsrtheinte^igence he had received, and whereby wt 
learned, that it had been univerially reported aiyi be* 
Ueyed ill New Spdn that we were all dead^ and our 
properties had in confequence been, fold by public 
auction. From his father in Caftille he wasinformed 
of the death of the biihop of Burgos, that tijflbocaoa 
had been laborioufiy undermining us at court, a^ 
aHb,of what 1 have before related, ia' regard to hit 
M^jplly^s orders to the admiral, and .theinttrferencf 
of the duke of Bejar ; alfp that Narvaez had been s^* 
pointed to the government of the river palmas, and 
that the government, of Panuco had beai given ta 
fiftcNtilio dc Gu25man¿ .. ^ 

W regard to the affjurs of New Spjun, thefe Jetterl 
further added, that in confequence of- the-^ powers 
which Cortes had given to the fador Gons;alo dc 
^alazarj^ aad the veedor Pedro Almiiides .Chirinos, to 
fv(peff^^:t|ie d^xitieshe had left in Mexi|:o,;^z. the 
tresáiirer^ Al0&;2Q de ¿ilrada,^;wd the cpi^fe^f^r; Albor- 
|198, and to take the admispiftration upon; themfelyes 
in caie of mifcondu¿t on %hc part of .^ deputies, 
thefe two 4>iEcers having, on tkcir return tjx^lükxico 
formed ?.&:ong party,, amongft, whomk was.th^ .%^.r 
tiatejZua5?(B, ^alcalde major^ R?4^^g9>.4?.P*?yi^^S^^^^ 
majoijj'Avde Tapia, Joi^e de Alvarad<?, and the reft 
of the* ^cient conquerors^ attempted to Hake the 

government 
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government into their hands by main for€e,4laind the 
confequence of the ftruggle of the two parties was, 
much difturbance, and bloodflied. The fa¿ter- and 
veedor however carried their point, and had made 
priiSners the two former deputies and many of their 
friends. Still however there was fighting e^ry day, 
the predominating party confifcating the property of 
their qDponents, to diftribute it among their own ad- 
herents. They had, we learned, completely fuperfed- 
cd Zuazo in his office, and had imprifoned Rodrigo 
de Paz^the alguazil major, but that the licentiate 
Zuazo had efFecled a temporary reconciliation between 
the parties. During thefe difturbances, three diftriéts, 
viz. the Zapotecans, Minxes, and thofe in the vicinity 
of a fortified rock named Coatlan, had rebelled, and 
Z force going againft them under the veedor Chirinos, 
infl:ead of attenciing to their bufmefs,'!l!he' troops 
thought of nothing but card playing, in confequence 
of which the natives furprifed them in their camp, and 
did them much mifchief. The fador had then feñt a 
veteran captain named Andrez de Monjaraz, to aflGift 
the veedor, and advife him ; but this officer was un- 
able j:o e^ert himfelf properly, being an invalid. As 
to the city of Mexico, there was danger every hour 
of an infurredion. ^ 

The letters alfo informed us that the fa^r coft- 
ftantly remitted gold to his Majefty's treafurer, Don 
Francifeo denlos Cobos, ío make an interefi: for him- 
felf at cotirt, reporting that we were all dead at Xica- 

VoL. IL ^ n . longa. 
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longa^ the belief trf wMch was corroborated by DSeg* 
de Ordas, who, to get out of the faítíons and troubles^ 
of Mexico, had failed with two vefli^ to fearch for 
us ; and arriving at the place called Xicalonga, where 
the captainfik Simon de Cuenca and Francifco de Medi- 
na had been killed, hesu'ing the account of their mis- 
fortunes, and not knowing the particulars^ had taken 
it for granted that it could be no others than Cortes- 
and his party who were thus deftroyed, and reported 
fo in his letters to Mexico which he fent by* certain 
paffengers, and then, without landing, hoifted fail for 
Cub*» The faftor fliewed his letter to our rdations^ 
9i>d put on mourning ; and a monument was ereded» 
and funeral fervice performed, for the honour of 
Cortes, in the great church of Mexico. The faftor 
then proclaimed himfelf governor and qaptain general 
oí New Spain, with the found of kettle drums and 
truiñpets, and iffued out an order, that all women 
who had any regard for their fouls, and whofe hui^ 
bands had gone with Cortes, fliould confider them 
dead . in law, and marry again forthwith. And be- 
caufe a woman named Juana de Manfilla did not 
i:hoofe to take his advice, but infifted on waiting the 
return of her huiband Alonzo Valiente, faying that 
we wer# not * people who would let ourfelves be fo 
cafily beaten as the veedor Clurinos and his party, 
the faftor ordered her to be putjlicly whipped through 
the ftreets of Mexico for a witch. 
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f As there are in aU places flattering traitors, one of 
this defcription, whom we once expeded bettor from, 
and whofe name I will not mention, folcmnly affured 
the fador, before many witnefles, that, going one 
night by the church of St. Jago, which is built on 
the fcite of the great temple of the Mexicans, and 
looking into the diurch yard, he faw the fouls of 
Cortes, DoniML Marina, and Sandoval, burning in 
flames of fire 5 and that he had been fo terrified there» 
at as'td have remained ill ever unce. Another man 
of good reputation aMb came to the faftor, and told 
him that the quadrangles of Tezcuco were haunted 
by evH fpirits, which the natives faid were the fouls 
of Donna Marina and Cortes. All thofe falfehoods 
they invented to ingratiate themfelves with the 

At this time arrived in Mexico the captains Tran- 
cifco de las Cafas, and Gil Gonzales de Avila, the 
fame who beheaded Chriiloval de Oli. Las Cafas on 
his arrival publicly aflerted the exiftence of Cortes, 
and reprobated the conduft of the faftor, but declar- 
ed that ihould it be the cafe, as then bdieved, that 
we were all dead, Alvarado was the only proper man 
to put in the place of Cortes, until his Majefty's fur- 
ther pleafure fliould be known. Alvarado being writ- 
ten to on the fubjeét fct out for Mexico ; but, grow- 
ing apprehenfive of fome attempt upon his life, he 
thought it mofl: prudent to return to his diftricl. 
Th^ factor had at this time colleded what gold he 

could 



Digitized by 



Google 



314 THE TRUE HISTORT OF 

could lay his banda upon, to füpport his negotiations 
at court. In this he was qppoied by ahnoft every 
other officer of the government of New Spain, who 
determined among themfdves nc^ to permit him ex- 
dufively to make reprefentations of the 'tranlaftiona 
there, but to fend Ukewife their own ftatements at 
the fcucne time, and by the fame opportunity, with 
his. When the fador found that he could not bring 
over Las Caías, Gonzales de Avüa, and the licentiate^ 
to fupport his vicws,^ he caufed the two former to be 
arrefted and profecuted for the alledgcd murder of 
De Oli J and by his wickedncfe, and the preponde* 
ranee of his power, procuring their condemnation, ij 
was with the greateft difficulty that their immediate 
execution could be prevented, by appealihg to his 
Majefty. He was obliged however to content himfdf 
with fending them prifoners to CaiUUe. He then 
fell upon the licentiate Zuazo, and fent him cff to 
Vera Cruz, and there enibarfced him for the ifland of 
Cuba, as was alledged, to aafwer for his condud 
while he was judge there. He next fdzed Rodriga 
de Paz, and demanded of him an account and fur- 
render of the treafure of Cortes, whofe major Koma 
he had been ; and becaufe ^e could riot or would not 
declare or make difeovery concerning it, he cauf^ his 
feet and part of his legs to be burnt ; and, not content 
with giving him the torture, and knowing alfo that 
if left alive he might^complain to his Majefty, he or- 
dered him to be hanged, which was accordingly done. 
He alfo arrefted moft of the friends of Cortes. Tapia 

and 
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and Jorge de AlvaradO| however, took fanftuary with 
the Francifcan fathers ; but feveral of them went over 
to him, partly becaufe he gave them Indians, and part- 
ly becaufe it is natural to wiih to be with the ftrong- 
eft power, or, as the faying is, to cry, " Succefs to 
the conquerors." He emptied the arfenal of arms, 
and brought them to his palace, in the front of which 
he alfo planted all the artillery, which was command- 
ed by captain DcMi Luis de Guzman, fon-in-law to the 
Duke of Medina Sidonia. He next formed a body 
guard for his own proteftion, compofed in part of the 
foldiers of Cortes, to the command of which the ap* 
pointed one Artiaga« 

Zuazo alfo wrote to Cortes to inform him that he 
had reported many fcandals of him to his Majefty, 
fuch as defrauding him of the duty upon gold ; and, 
as an inftance to what extent he carried his tyranny, 
he mentioned a circumftance of a travelling Spaniard 
having informed a woman, and given her proofs, 
that her huiband, who was gone with Cortes, was 
alive. This coming to the ears of the fador, he caufed 
him t^be feized by four alguazils, and would have 
hanged him, but that he, to excufe himfelf, declared 
that what he had iaid was all a falfehood, and that 
he had only invented it to comfort the poor woman, 
feeing her weeping for the lois of her huiband. ITic 
bufinefs which brought this man to Mexico was, to 
obtain a plantation : this was immediately fettled to 
his fatisfadion, and he was difmiffed with a hint to 

hold 
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hold his tongue, as he valued his life. This letter alfo m^ 
formed Cortes of the death of the reverend father Bar* 
tJw)lomc, a holy man, and much regretted by. all the 
natives of Mexico, who in token of their refped failed 
from the time of his death until he was buried. 
Zuazo concluded by feying, that he fe?ired Mexico 
wasjoft, and that he had been fent a prifoner in irong 
to the place from whence he dated his letter. 

This intelligence made us all very fad. It was 
difficult to fay which of the two, Cortes or the fador^ 
w% cutfed moft heartily in our own^ minds. We fe- 
cretly gave them ten thouiand maledidions, and oui> 
hearts funk within us. Cortes retired to his chamber» 
and did not appear to us till evening, when we en^ 
treated him immediately to haften to Mexico. He> 
ü^plied to us kindly and gently, feying, " Dear friends 
and companions, this villain of a faftor is powerful. 
If I go and you accompany me, he ma^ lay hands up* 
on us by the road, and murder us all. It were betm 
ter that I went privately with three or four of you, 
and came to Mexico before he was prepared. Let 
the reft rejoin Sandoval, and proceed with üm to 
Mexico." Cortes now wrote to captain Hernandez^ 
promifing him every fupport ; he fent him alfo twa 
mules loaded with prefents of fuch things as he knew 
he wanted, cntrufting them to the care of a gentle- 
man named Cabrera, a brave officer who was on the 
ftaJBF under Blafco Nunez Velo, and was killed in the, 
feme battle with the viceroy. When I faw thdt Cortea 

waSi 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO^ ,31/ 



\ 



was (fctermined ta go to Mexico, I requefted of 
him that he would permit me, who had been in 'all 
difficulties and dangers by his fide, to attend him v^ 
on this occafion. He embraced me and faid, " I re- 
queft you my fon to remain with San(k)val. I pro* 
mife you, and I fwear by this beard, that I confider 
myfdf much beholden to you, and have long done 
fo." However, he woxild not permit me to attend 
him. 

I remember, when we were in the town of Truxil- 
lo, a gentleman named Roderigo Manueca, a priifti- 
pal officer in the general's houfehold, to divert Cortes, 
feeing him diftreffed, as he was with good reafon, 
laid a wager with fome other cavaliers, that he would 
dimb in his armour to the top of the rock, whereon 
ftood the houfe which the Indians had built for the 
head quarters. When he had got a confiderable way 
up he miffed his hold, and, falling to the ground, 
was killed. Some of the fettlers of this place now 
began to grow mutinous, on finding that Cortes had 
omitted to name them to any office. He however 
found Üie means to pacify them, *by promifes not to 
forget them on his arrival at Mexico. Previous to 
his departure, he ordered captain Diego de Godoy 
with his fettlers to quit the colony of Puerto de Ca- 
vallos, where it was impoffible for them to keep their 
ground, on account of fleas, mufquitos, and other 
vermin, and to relieve us at the good fettlement of 
Naco, fíe alfo ordered us to take the province of 

Nicaragua 
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Kicaragua la our way to Mexico, as the government 
^o$ it was an object worth applying for. Accordingly 
we^Opk our leave of Cortes, who was embarked, and 
fet ont checrrully upon our journey, as Mexico was 
to be the cnA of it. It was, as ufual, attended wiih 
extreme diítrefs. However, we reached Naco, and 
found that captain De Garro had before our arrival 
gone for Nicaragua, to acquaint his chief, Hernandez, 
of the promife which Cortes had made, and w€ ^ 
Out on the enfuing day for Mexico. 

T#o confidential friends of the governor Arias dc 
Avila, having gotten the knowledge that a private 
correfpondence was going on between Hernandez and •^ 
Cortes, begaiij^ .fufpeét jhe view of the former to 
furrender his province, and detach himfelf frofti Avila. 
Thefe feldiers were named Garruito and Zamorrano. 
The former was urged on particularly by an old enmi* 
ty to Cortes, on account of a rivallhip about a lady 
in St. Domingo when they were both youths, and 
which had ended in a duel. Thefe perfons informed 
Avila of the whole that they knew, and he, immedi- 
ately on receipt of the intelligence, haftened%ff to 
feize the parties concerned. Garro, alarmed in time, 

; made his efcape to us ; but Hernandez, relying upon 
their former intimacy and friendfliip, thought that 
Avila would not proceed to extremities, and did not 

- attempt to avoid him. He was however fadly un- 
i|»^ deceived, for after a very fummary procefs he was 
executed as a traitor to his fuperior officer, in the 
t. town J 
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íAdWn which he was colonizing, and thus ended tiie ' 
iiegotíation between him and Cortes, .• -^ 

The firft time that Cortes failed ff oii Tru^Uo for 
Vera Cruz, he was obliged to put bac^t by contrary- 
winds, the fecond time from an accident which hap- 
pened to the veffel. He was difpirited by ficknefe, 
the voyage alfo added to his mental depreffion, and 
he yas apprehenfive of the power oF the fedor. On 
iiis return ht ordered a folemn mafs, and prayed fer* 
Ventl^ !& the Holy Ghoft to enlighten him as to his 
future proceedings^. It appears that he became in* 
fpired with an inclination to ftay and colonize the 

^* country where he then was ; for he fent three ex- 
,preffes as hard as they could poft to recal us and bring 
usVadt to Truxillo. In his letters^e expreíTed his 
¿letermination, which he attributed to the infpiration 
of his guardian angel. When we received this meffage 
we beftowed a thoufand malediftions on Cortes and 
the ill fortune which attended him, and told Sandoval, 
that if he chofe to remain it muft be by himfelf, for 
that we were determined to proceed to Mexico. San* 
doy^X was alfo of our opinion ; we therefore return- 
ed an anfwer to this effed, figned by us all, and in a 
few days received another letter from him, which 
contained great oflFers to fuch as ihould be induced 
to remain, and concluded by faying, that if we re- 
ftifed, there ftill remained foldiers in Caftüle and elfe- 
where. On receiving this letter we were if poffiblc 
more determined than ever to proceed j but Sandoval^ 

> Vol* 11. O o earneftly 
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/ tarneftly entreated^ and perfuaded us to halt fbi^'# 
ie^' daj^s, until he could fee Cortes, in the hope of 
f crfuading Mm to undertake the journey to Mexico,? 
We wrote back in reply, that as He faid he could 
find ibldiers in Caftille, fo could we governors^nd 
generals in Mexico, who would give us plantation» 
for our fervices, and that we had fuflfered misfortunes 
enough already by him. With this anfwer Sandoval 
fet off, attended by a foldier named Sauzedo, and » 
farrier, and mounted on his good horfe Motilla, 
fwearing by his beard that he would nof return wi- 
til he had put Cortes on board the ihip for ílt^co^ 

iíow I niéntíon Sandoval's horfe, I tnuft obfervtf 
bf him, that he was the fwifteft, and the beft dreffed, 
and fineft figure, of any horfe in New SpSih : he <l^as 
of a dark ehefñut colour^ and fuch was the ^me of 
Motilla, that it reached the ear of his Majefly, to 
whom Sandoval intended to prefent hirii¿ Sandovd 
applied to me at this time for my horfe, an excellent 
animal for career, exercife, or road. He coft me fix 
hundred crowns to one AValos, brother to Slíivédra ; 
my former one, which had coft me a gl-eater fupi, 
being killed in an aftibn at a place called 2fctac0. 
llowever, Sandoval exchanged with me one of his, 
which w^as killed under me in lefe than two tnbnths ; 
after which'I remaiñecf with nothing better than a 
Vicious colt, which I bought á bad bargain of from 
amongft thofe brought to Truxillo in the two vcffefer, 
/as I have before related^ Sandoval at parting from 
-^- us •! 
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^ defired us to wait his return at a lafge Indiaa 
town named Acalteca, When he reached TrusiUo^ 
liis friend Cortes was rejoiced to fee him, but neither 
our letter, nor the preífing inftances of Saudoval, nor 
of tfte reverend father Varillas, could induce him td 
^rmount his averfion to proceed to Mexico, 

When Sandoval found it impoffible to induce Cor- 
tes jto go to Mexico, he prevailed upon him to fend 
a confidenti4 fervant named Martin de Orantes, with 
a ¿ommiffion to Pedro de Alvaradjo, and Francifco de 
las Caías, to take upon them the government during 
his abfence, in cafe thofe officers were in Mexico ; and 
^ould they not be found there, the fame power was 
to be exercifed by the treafurer Alonzo de Eftrada, 
and the contador Albornos, conformably to the de- 
putation given by Cortes to them^ previous to his 
departure from Mexico, thofe delegated to the faftor 
and veedor being revoked. Cortes, having agreed 
to this, and given his orders and inftruftions, direfted 
Orantes to land in a bay between Vera Cruz and Pa- 
nuco, , i^d to fuíFer no one to go on fliore but him- 
felf } and the veflel was immediately to hoift fail and 
proofed for Panuco. Thefe laft inftruilions were 
given, that the ^rival of his officer fliould be kept 
as private as poffibla until the proper time. He alfo 
fent letters by him to all his friends in New Spajji, 
and to the treafurer and contador, although he kacyi 
them in reality not to belong to the number,^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3Í2' 



THE TRUE V: 



The wind and weather r 
days the veffd arrived at it 
on^ landing dUguifed hini^ 
joyrney he avoided the S¡ 
l!igH)uly with the natives, 
him before could not hav - 
ibfence of two years and 
queftioned him he faid, • 
Flechilla; in this mannc 
arrived in four days a: 
city after dark, he procc 
of #ie reverend fathers 
mitted, he there found . 
the friends of Cortes, c 
plained who he was, a 
ters, all prefent, the r 
danced for joy : they 
of the monaftery, to . 
traitorous party, and a 
communicated to ' 
many of thi. 
aíTembkd at úi 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 3^5 

^Nfedor and faftor, and efpecially their confifcations 
^nd diftribution of property among their greedy fup- 
"|K)rters, had gained them many adherents, and^ if not 
friends, at leaft pcrfons intereftcd in the maintcnarfCe 
of their government. Thefe, compofed principal^ 
trf" the low and feditious defcription, but mixed with 
fome of quality, with the fupport and contrivance of 
the contador, who dreaded the arrival of Cortes, had 
formed a plan to kill the treafurer^ and reinftatc the 
feiftor and veedor in their offices* For the purpofe of 
releafing them from prifon, they had recourfe to 4ine 
Ouzman, a white-fmith ; a fellow of low charaéler, 
and a ridiculous aflfeder of wit. To him they applied 
4 to make the keys, giving him a piece of gold where- 
on was marked the form in which they were to be 
wrought, and charging him at the fame time to keep 
the ftrifteft fecrefy. All this he readily undertook 
and promifed, fpeaking as if he had the liberation of 
the prifoners fincerely at heart. They then told him 
all the particulars which his inquifitivenefs induced 
him to queftion them about, and he proceeded in his 
work but llowly and awkwardly, in order to induce 
them to repeat their vifits, to hurry him on ; and he 
thu# obtained from the confpirators the knowledge 
that he required. The keys being finiflied, and the 
party ready to make the attempt, he fuddenly went, 
to the houfe of the treafurer, and gave him an account 
<rf the whole. The treafurer, affembling the friends 
of Cortes on the inftant, proceeded to the place of 
meeting, where he found twenty confpirators armed, 

and 
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and in waiting for the fignal. Thefe he feized, but 
inany^ others made their efcape. Among thefe ap 
pr|áiended were fome notorious charaéters ; one of 
ihem had lately committed violence on a Caftillian 
woman. They were tried before the bachelor Orte- 
ga, alcalde major, and, being convifted, three were 
tanged, and feveral whipped. 

I muft now make a confiderable digreflioh from my 
narrative, though it comes in properly in point of 
matter, to mention how the fame veffel which con-* 
veyed the letters tranfinitted by the faiton to his Ma* 
jefty in Caftille, conveyed others, fo artfully conceal-; 
cd, that he had no fufpidon of them, wherein was 
given a full and true account of all his oppreflions^ 
and unlawfiil proceedings. Thefe fafts had alfo been 
already reported by the courts of St. Domingo, 
which contradifted the accounts of the death of Cor- 
tes, and informed his Majefty how that officer was 
employed for his fervice. The Emperor is reported 
to have declared his indignation at the manner in 
which Cof tes had been treated, and his determination 
to fupport himé 

■'* ^ 

When Era. Altamirano arrived atTruxillo, aní 

explained his bufinefs to Cortes, the latter returned 
thanks to Heaven for having granted peac¿ to that- 
country. He alfo declared his intention of going 
thither, but that it muft be by land, on account .of the 
contrariety of the currents, and hi» own bad ftate <rf* 
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Bealth. The pilots however riprefcnted to him that 
the feafon was fevouraUe, it being then the month of 
April, and prevailed upon him to give up his llrft de- 
termination} but ftill he could not leave ^that place 
until the return of Sandoval, whom he had detached 
againft a captain Roxas, who ferved under Arias, and 
againfl; whom complaints had been lodged by the na- 
tives of a diftrid named Olancho, which was diftant 
about fifty-five leagues from TruxiUo. Sandoval had 
been detached thither with feventy foldiers ; at firft 
the two parties were upon the brink of hoftilities, but 
; became afterwards reconciled, and parted amicably, 
Roxas and Ks foldiers quitting that country, 

Sandoval was immediately recalled, in confcquence 
;' ' of the meflage brought by Altamirano. The generd 
appointed captain Saavedra his lieutenant in that pro- 
vince, and wrote at the fame time to captain Luis 
Marin to march our whole party by the road of Gua- 
. timala, and captain Godoy he ordered toNacp. Thefe 
letters Saavedra malicioufly fupprefled, for they never 
came to our hands. Cortes previous to his embark- 
ation confeflTed to Fra. Juan, and received the lacra- 
mént ; for he was fo ill that he thought himfelf at the 
point of death. The wind favouring his voyage to 
the Havannah, he foon arrived there^ and was joyfuU 
ly received by his former friends and acquaintances ; 
and a veffel from New Spain, which arrived about 
the fame time, brought intelligence that the country 
/ Vou IL P p wa» 
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was at peace, for that the Indians, liearing that Got* 
tes, and we hb conquerorst were yet living, had come 
in and fubmitted. 



CHAPTER Vin. 



Hetum (f Cortes to Mi^xko. Octurrencer there» R^ 
^ turn of the Atabor to Mexico. 

AFTER five days' refrcihmetit at die Háwmah, 
Cortes embarked, and in twelve days arrived 
at the portwof MedeOin, oppofite to the ifland De Ips 
Sacrificios, where he difembarked with twenty fol- 
diers, and, proceecfing to the Jown of San Juan dc 
Ulua, which was diftant ab^ut half a league, it was 
his fortune to light upon a firing of horfcs and mules 
whidi had conveyed travdlers to the coaft, and which 
■he engaged to take him tt> Viera Oni€J* He oidered - 
thoik about him to ^ve no hint to any one who he 
w^, and two hours befo^ day bres^, arriving at the 
towrf, he went dircftly to the church, the tioor^of 
•which were juft openecU When the facriibtti faw the 
church filled with people whom he did not know, he 
became alarmed, and ran into the ñreet, calling to tiie 
civil power to a:ffifi him. 'The alcaldes, three algiAu 
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^ :fcilst and feme of the neighbours, came with arms in 
. confequencc of the noifc. Cortes was fqualid, and 

^ • . the' white habit of the reverend fcither was dirty from 
' . -the fea voyage ; nor did any one recoUeft them un- 
. til Cortes began to fpeak ; but as foon as he was re* 

* '; cognized by them, they all fell upon theii;; knees, 

kiüed his hands, and bid him and his attendants wel- 
^- ^^ come* All his old feflow foldiers affembled around 
Y "him, and after mafs efcorted him to the quarters of 

Pedro Moreno Medrano, whi^re he remained for right 

* ^^ days, during which time he was feafted and entertain- 

ed by thfe inhabitants; Intelligence was alfo fent to 
^ Me:dco to give the people there the joyful tidings» 
-• ^ and Cortes wrote to his friends to the fame effeit. 

The Indians of the neighbourhood ^brought him 

. -'abundant prefents^ and when he let out for the city 

; erf Mexico every preparation was made for his accom» 

s H ^no^tion. The inhabitants of Mexico^ and of all the 

)dates round the lake, celebrated his return with fefii* 

vals, and thofe of Tlafcak did the üxnc^ 

When he arrived at Tézcuco^ where the contador 
, • came to wait upon him, he thought it proper to re- 
main there for that night, and on the next morning 
but one he entered the city, being met by all the offi- 
cers, cavaliers, and other inhabitants, in great Üate* 
Hie natives iü thdr beft di:efles, and armed as warw 
-riorSy filled the lake with their canoes v the dandtag 
* V continued in every ftrcet during the day ^ and at night 
the city was illuminated with lights at every door. 
/ Immediately 



Digitized by 



Google 



3> THE TRUE. HISTORY or '^^ ^^ ^; 

Immediately on his arrival he went to the monafteiy 
of St. Francifco, to return thanks tt> 4Gro4 for all hi%, . ^: 
mercies to him» From that he went to his magjiificent :^ v 
palace, where he was ferved, and efteemcd, and fear» / '-' 
cd,, a? a foyerei^ prince, all the provinces mi^ng ^V 
their fubmiffions^ andfencfing prefent$ and congratu»\:í v 
lations to him^ The entry of Cortes into^ Mexico!., ! ¿ 
was in the month of June. He immediately ordered'*^- 
the arreft of thole who had been moft eminent for* f*.-*'' 
fcdition and faftíon, and qanfe^ an in<iuiry to* be jfi-^ ^. 
ñituted into the conduft of the two great culprics^ . Hr j* ? 
alfoarrefted one Ocampo, who had been concerned hk '^ v 
defamatory libefe, and a perfon of the iiame of Otóna^ ^ . 
i fcrivener.. This, man, who was very old, wascalle<t ^ f 
the body andfotrl of thefaifcor- H? now intended / -* 
fo^roceed immediately to tringthe veedor znáfaiGtOit ' » > 
to juHice foF their crimes, and if he had done fo n<^' 
one' could have faid againft it, and it would'havé met \y 
his Majefty's approbation. Thiá I heard faid by feme * 
members of the rdyal council of the Indies, thebUhop 
de las Cafes bring prefent, in the year of our Lord onC* 
tho^land five hundced and forty, when I was attend-» ., - 
ing on my own a&irsr but in this inftancc COTl«i ^ 
maybejuftly t wed with fieeblencfsof conduit. ' * 

^Kie reader has atteady been informed of the chx-- 
ges brought agsnnft Cortes, in Ca^c, and of the or-^ , 
dárs iffued to the admiral of St. Domingo ; of tbein^^ 
terpoiition of the Duise of.Bejar, and the appoint* ^ 
xnent of Luis Ponce de, Leon.^ The licentiate, at tlus 

. r -^ period 



Digitizeciby 



iby Google 



*• \ 



THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 33* 



'-4 






^ , peridd of which I am writings hStd Arrived at MeddU 
' - \ Jin. The fuddenhefs of his coming rather furprifed 
V' Í. Cor£es,^who, when he, received the intelligence, was 
^ ^ü- 3peffornung his devotions in the church of St. Francis* 
• 4\: He earneftly prayed to the^Lord to guide. him as 
?' ie^med beft to his holy wifdom, and on comipg out 
V ! «pf the church fent an cxprefs to bring him informa^ 
'''í^kionbí ^ particulars» .In two, days after, the licen- 
- .'••; "Wte fent him his. Majefty's orders to receive him as 
iielident jiidge'^in- Mexico^ and Cortes in confequence 
I, ' * ^. tb^Vpof difpatched a perfon with a meíTage of comipli- 
'\ i^i'mt^nt, and defiring to "know which of the two roads 
{; ^ to the cit^ he intendéd;^ to take, that he might make 
^ ' . X- Ifuch pr^paYationa as were proper for the reception of' 
^ :^ a p^rion of his rank¿ ^The licoitiate fent him l^uJc 
^*^ » ran ánÍMfer, thanking liim for his polite offers, and de- 
daring his intention tatejk)f^ after tlie fa^gues of Kis. 
'. .,• Voyage, for a little time, where he was. This inter- 
■\' Vdl was bufily etoj^oycd by the enemies of Cortes^ 
' '' who reprefented to the licentiate that it was his de^ 
fermination to pfut the fañor and veedor to deaths 
/ ,, ibefore Tiis arrival, ind that- it was neceffary for him 
* ■ \ to take good care as to his own perfqn, for as to ^ 
, thefe civilities of Cortés, they werc'only intended^ by 

^ afcertaining the road that he intended to take, under 
the colour of preparation to do him honour, the more 
eflfeélu^y to fuQceed in , his intention to aflaflinat»» 
tóm» They alfo miireprefented every tranfadion 4tL 
, ; . which Cortes had been cpiiccrncd» 

* '-•, . t. . ■ 

.,'.,'- '■' ..;' .-' ^ '. . / " , The 

'.'• ' '■ •',.-■ _ >'■ ^. ■. ' . 
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The perfons whAn tbe Kccntfftc prindpaHy cdw^ * 
fluted were the alcalde m^jbr Proaqo, a nirtivc of ' 
Cordova ; and hi^ brother ^alcalde of thc^dtadd^, / ^ 
named Salazar de la Pedrada» who íhOTtly aitof liis , ' 
trrfval died of a pleurify ; Marcos de Aguilar, ajlicen* ' 
tilte or bachdor ; a foldier named Bocanegra.de Cor^ . 
dova ; and certain fatheiv' of the order of dt. Dohybci^ : « 
go, the provindal of whom was (me Fra. .TKoiñaií 
Ortiz. He had been a prior fomewhcre that I do, n6t r ' 
now recoiled, and all thofe w}io catne ^wilh him éjfi* 
fcribcd him to be a man more fitibr worldly* affaire > 
than thofe which particularly concerned his holy 6f*^** [ 
fice. With thefc perfons the licentiate confidted at * 
to his proceeding to Mexico^ which they all were oP ? 
tpinion ihould not be debye^^an infUntr Accordl^ng* 
ly, the laft meffengers 'difpatched by Cofteg met him >- 
on the road at Iztapalapa. A ftunptnoBs banquet was- 
here prepared fpr them, at which, after fewral abun^ 
dant and magnificent fervices, fome chede^^akes ana ' 
^cuftards were placed upon the table, as great deKcs^* 
des. They i^eve fo much apprqryed^, and fome df ^ * 
the company cat of, thcmin fuch'quantitiesi that they , *- 
made them fick j but thofe who eat of therii in tno*< 
deration were not at all sifted* Howevdr this prior,! 
Fra. Thomas Ortiz, aflcrted that'they had been poifon- ' 
od with arfcnic, and that he had not eaten of them 
^ from a fufpicion that they vwere fo ; but others who^ 
were prefent declared that he ftuffcd himfidf heartUjr 
with them, and iad that they A^a^e the beft he -hlá' 
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i tvei\2&td. ^M$^mw ckzx^ vns iinmediately feiz^ 
^#(i on and\ circulate^ by the enemies of Cartes, to 
* throw an odium unpn hun. 

' ': . ■ - -■ < ' ■ 

During this tii^e Cortes i^emainedi ia Mexico. Re« 
port £dd that he had £ent a good prdent of gdd to 

, the lice^ti^é* This I cannol: warrant ; Vut a« he had 
j^erfons ilationed to bring him intdUgence, cm hi9 

. quitting Jztai^dap^ Cortes fet out to meet him, with 

. a,gránd and numerous retinue of all the officers and 
gentlemoi of the city. \ When the two parties met,* 

^,'many civilitie» pafled between the great men; *the 
' licentiate ieethed to me to be wdl acquainted with the 

[ rulfes of politenefe. It was with great difficulty that 
Cortes could prevail upon him to take the right hand.* 

\ On* his^ entry into the city he proceeded to the mo- 
i!»i|ery kA St. Frandfea, bufineis being deferred till 

/'the oifuingdty. Cortes atteiuied the licentiate to 

^ tl^palace pr^ated for him, where he entertained him 
ipoft fumptuQufly ; Imt his politeneis and grandeur^ 

'^ of manner was^more flyikifig than all the reft, info* 
much that the licentiate** obferved privately to his 
friends, that Cortes muft have been fpr a long time 
pail: ^ereUi^g himfelf in the mapners of a great man» 

On the enfuing day, the cpuncil of Mexico, and all 
the civil and military offi<;ers, and the veteran {oh 
d^er&y were aflembled by order } and in their prefenc^ 
the liccaatiate Ponce de Leon produced his authority 
égov^ lus Majeily, which Coi;tes having kiíTed^ and 

* . c r ' placed 
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placed upon his head in tokcaoFfubni^(m, th<^ all .^ 
-declared their obediencfe to, as in duty bound.' l!Íie. 
licentiate then received and returned'back-the'rod oi i 
- juftic^n token of the furrender of the,go\^rnnicnt' : * • 
iato his hands, faying to^^Cortes, " General, this go- 
^^ vemment I receive^frona you by his Majefty's or-» 5*. 
^ ders, wherein however it is by no means impHcd ' 
^that you are not moft worthy of thijg, qi^ higher, * 

^ *^ trufts/* To which the general replied, thiit Jie waf ' 
always happy in obeying his Majefty*s commands, andr* , 
that it was alfo a fatisfaétíon to him, that he would 
be tl*reby enabled to prove.the falfehood and malice^ 
"of his enemies. The licentiate in anjfwer . iaid, that \* X 
where were good men, there were alfo bad, and fúdi , i 

, xvaSí the world ; but that to each would be repaid in . 

, - kind* This was all the material bufineis of the day. '. , --^ 

^ On the pext, Cortes attended the fummon of the new 
governor, who fent it with much refped, and they * 
had a conference, at which no one was prefent except- 
the priof Thomas Ortiz ; but it is faid and bdieved :^- 
that the licentiate addreffed Co?yes to the following 
eftaft : He firft obferved that jt had. been his Majd"^ 
tji's'intention, that thofeVlJo h^d^moft merit in tiie' 
conqueft of this country ihould be well provided for 
in the diftribution of plantations, gonfidering more 
efpccially the foldiers who firft came thither from 
Cuba ; and that it had been undf rftood that this w» 
not the cafe, for that they had been neglected, whiU 
others newly arrived had wealth heaped upon thein, 
without any juft preténfions. Cortes, tq this, re^od. 
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khzt all had got ftíares, but tliat fome of thefe it was 
true turned out much inferior to others ; however, it 
was in his power a6 governor now to teftify tháf. 
The governor then aíkéd him how it happened that 
he had left Luis de Godoy to periflx for want iii it 
diftant fettlement, when the Veterans ought to have 
been lufFercd to remain and enjoy the comforts oí 
eftablilhed poflMons in Mekico, and the new coloni- 
Vatitos have oRati affigned to new comers.. He alfb 
inquired how captain Luis Marin, feernal Dia2¿ del 
CaitiUo, and the others of his approved foldiers, had 
been taken care of. Cortes replied, that for t)uiinefe • , ^ 
tof dabger it was ufeleís to employ any but his vete- 
rans ; but that they would foon he expefted return tb 
Itóexico, being then upon their road thither. '' The 
governor next aíked him, rather fltarply, about his 
imprudent march agáinft Chriftoval de Oíi, under- 
taken without his Majefly's orders or petmiffion. To 
'which Cortes anfwered, that he confidered it to' be , 
neceffary for his Majefty*s fcrvYce, as the dangerous 
éffeéts of fuch exun^ple among officers entrufted with 
"feparate commands might be very extenfive, and that 
he had, previous to fetting out, reported to his Má- 
' jefty his intention fo to do. He then queftioned Cor- 
tes ai to the stairs of Narvaez, Garay, and Tacpia, 
to all which Cortes gave fuch fatisfaftory anfv/ers 
that the governor feemed to be well contented there* 

with. "^ . 

\ 

Vol. n. Q*a ''^^^^ 
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After Cortes had rctil^cd, Fra. Thomas Ortiz csficd 
ton three perfons, mtimate friends of the general, and 
wi& grest earneftnefs told them the fitme which he 
on the eniuin^ morning told to Cortes himielf } for, 
trpming to him.at that time, and ddiring; to %eak to 
h>m in private, he then affured him, uith maxjy pro- 
tcftations of friendflup, and wiflies to ferve him, that 
the governor had fecret orders from his Majefty im- 
mediately to behead him, and that he had thought it 
fproper, in conformity with the duty of his iicred 
iuníHon, as well as from his private regard, to^gxv^ 
him 'c»ly intelligencei This friendly communicatioa 
it may be fuppofed gave Cortes a good deal to rcfleit 
upon t he had been informed of the intriguing and 
fimulating táiar after of the friar,. and was induce^ to 
; 'think that this might be done to induce him to give a 
^ribe for his interceffioa. Others íaid afterwards 
ihaf Ortiz aáed by the direétíoñs of the governor. 

* Cortes j however, received his pretended friepdly in- 
fonnltí^n.ií^h many thanks, declaring his hopes that 
his Mipa^had a differed '^hion of hi¿ fervices, 

• than to proceed againft hilrf if» that manner, and that. 
' he h*d too high an c^inion of die governor to fup- 
-pofe he would do any iihing without warrant. Wiien ' 

the. friar fou*lthat hfe tricks were not%ttended by 

^ the efféd that lie had flattered himfclf with, he re- 

mained much confufed, aqpldidnot know what t© 
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The new governor iffutd j^ublic notice, that al^ 
who had comphihts to make againft the former ad^. 
tniniftration of the country Ihould bring them for- 
ward, whether they were concerning C«rte!^ the civil 
or the máitary officers. In confequence of this, % 
hoft of accufers, litigants and claimants ftarted nj>« 
All the general's private enemies brought aecuíatíon$ 
againft him ; others who had really juftice on thdbr 
fide laid clium to what was due to them. * Some al-^ 
iedged that they had not received their proper ihare$ 
of gold ; others that they had not been fuflkienlly re* 
warded ; and others demanded remuneration for 
their horfes killed in the wars, although they had 
gotten ten times the value in gold ; and fome demands 
ed £itisfa¿tion for perfonal injuries. Juft at the pe- 
riod, when the governor had opened his court to give I 
z hearing to all the parties, it Was God's wiU» aniS 
for our fins and misfortunes, diat he ihould be taken 
fuddenly ill of a fever, and a lethargy coming on 
him he remained ia that fbte four days. Hit three 
phyficians then advifed him to confefs and Treceive the 
^tcrament, which he didwith great devotion, and ap- 
pointed, as his fiiccafor in the govftnment, ^arcoii 
^ Aguilar, who had come with him frona Caftille. 
Some fai* thviX the latter was only u bachelor, and 
not a Ucentiate, and therefore incapable of aftiiigi ^ 
however, tíie governor, left him orders not to pro- 
ceed further with the bufinefs of the court, b^j^t that 
pUlhould be laid before his Majefty. On the ninth 
^I^J from thp time he was taken itt, th« governor 
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gave up his breath to out Lord. The whole city 
went into mourning on the occafioa. The military: 
deploTcá his lois with particular reafon, for he pertain-* 
ly. intended to rcdrefs all ab\ifes, and to reward us ac* 
cording to pur merits. 

I heard an anecdote of him, at the time of hif 
death, and it was this : He was of a gay diipofition, 
and fond of mufic : to divert his lethargy, his atten- 
dants brought a lute, and jdayed upon it in his apart- 
cnent ; and they faid tljiat whik they played him a 
#vourite air, he beat time to it, and juft fts it wa3 
finühed he expired. What malignities and flander^ 
were now circuited againft Cortes» by ¡m enemies in 
t Mexico i they faid th;it he and Sandoval hacl^poifon- 
1 ^ed the governor, as he had bdSorc done Garay. The 
moft bufy in this malicious afiair was the fi:iar Qrtiz^ 
It appeared as if the veffel which brought them had- 
been infeded with the difeafe of which the governw 
died ; above a huiidred of thofe who came in it hav* 
ing died at fea, or after landing. All the friars, e:s;. 
cept a very few, were fwept c^, and the contado», 
per¡«|tded the city of Mexico. 

; It ^as the wiik of thofe wha wdfe'eneinies to Cot^ 
^ :t^3vitfeat the inquiry Ihcfcildbe proceeded On iii^e 

'feuje manE^^as was intet^d^jl, bcfp^e theideath of the 
- M^ g^yexnQr.^ ..Cbrt^s, affertedhis readinefe, provid- 

ed that thei^^ew; goy^njior Aguilar , wéuld t&e upon '' 

bim the^ r^fpoj^fib^Htj.pf . a^ing cum^Tf to.th^t^ ^ 
\ ,¿ ment I 
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ixicnt oi hk predeceflbn ITjie council of Mc:^c(^ 
however inlifted that Aguilar wa^ ipdii^blc to that 
high fituation, on account of his agq, infirmities» an4 
other incapacities, which indeed were pretty evident^ 
They therefore recommended that Cortes Ihould be 
afibciated with him ; but he infilled on adhering 
ftriitly to the letter of the teftarnent of his predecff- 
for, and Cortes was alio entirely adverfe to taking 
any ihare of the authority, for private reafo*s, fa 
that the whole weight refl:ed on thi^ poor hedic old 
man, who wa# obliged to drink, govt's niilk, and to 
be iuckkd by a Caftillian womwi to keep him alive, ' 

I win now go to a diftanc^ both in time and place, 
to relate Ui^t which happened to us on our journey 
to Mexico frow Naco, where we were waiting to hear 
from Sandoval, who was to fend us notice of the iaU- 
ing of Cwtes, which, intelligence \jre never received ; 
Saavedra, I have already n^ientioned, inaUcioufly £up- 
preffing the letters wiUx which h^ w^is ex^trufied. 

When our captain Marin ^tnd the reft of us foun<r 
that we were difappointed in the receipt of our €$- 
peded intelligence, we determined to fend a party to 
TruxiUo to leara the truth* Accordingly, ten of .the 
cavalry, of which I was on^, ¿t out, and on pur ar- 
rivid at a pbce4kbpi?d Oíajft^ we learned from lome 
Spaniards that Cortes JtaS^^ This, intelligence 
was fQon ^ftéír confirm^^ to us in a communication 
^i l^^with Saavedra j we therefore returned to our 
^ captain 
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captain Marin with the good news, and fooñ after trc 
all fet out with joyful hearts for Mexico. I recoüeft 
we threw ftoncs at the country we left behind us. 

On our way, at a place called Maniani, we met 
five foidiers who had been fent by Alvarado in fearch 
of us. They were commanded by one of our vete* 
ranSx^namc4 Diego de Villanueva, a brave foldler. 
As foon as we had recognized each other, and faluted; 
we inquired for his captain, Alvarado, who he in» 
formed us was not far diftant, and whom according* 
ly, after two days* march farther,^ we fell in with. 
Our meeting took place at the town of Cholulteca 
Malalaca, and a third party joined us there j'compofed 
of captains under Pedro Ariap de Avila, wío met AI- 
varado's party to adjuft fome difference about bounds. 
We remained here together for three days. Alvara- 
do at this time fent one Gafp^ Arias de Avila, a con- 
fidential friend of his, tq treat with captain Pedro 
Arias, about fome particular bufinels, I believe rela- 
tive to a marriage j tfor captain ?. A. dp Avila; feeiiw 
id much devoted to^Alvajado^ 

Continuing our march, we croffed a hoftile coun» 
try, where the natives ^ed one of our foidiers, and 
woTtndéd three others. ' The want of time prevented 
pur punifliing them as they deferved. Farther on, 
in GuatimaJa, they had ajlg manned the paffes ag^nift 
U5, and we were detained three days in forcing' am 
;way. Here I received a wound of an zxxo^, but u 
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iros of little confcqucncc. We then arrived at tho 
valley where the city of Guatimala is now built, the 
people of which were all hoftile. I recolleil that here 
we had a number of ihocks of an earthquaíce, very 
long in their duration, and fo violent as to throw 
ieveral of the foldiers to the ground. 

When we paffed old Guatimala, the natives had 
affembled to ^ve us an hoftile reception, but we drove 
them away before us, and took poffelfion of their 
magnificent dwellings and quadrangles, for that nighti 
and on the enfuing day we hutted ourfelves on the 
plain, where we halted for ten days ; during which 
. time Alvarado fent fummons to the neighbouring 
Indians, ta come in and fubmit. We delayed here to 
receive tl^eir anfwers, which none of them thought 
proper to fend. We then proceeded on our journey 
by long marches, until we reached the ftation of, ^- 
varado's main force, at Olintepeque. After halting 
there for fome days.'we proceeded on towards Mexico, 
by Soconuzco and Teguantepeque. On this march 
we loft^two of our Spaniards, ¿d the Mexican lord 
Juan Velafquez, who had been a chief under Gúatí- 
motzin. 

When we arrived at Guaxaca, we learned the news 
of the death of the governor Ponce de Leon^ Anxi- 
t)ufly preflin^ forward for. Mexico, we arrived at 
iÜhalco, from whence we fent forward meflengers to 
Córteselo inform him of our approach, and requeft^ 
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ing that he would provide iis good quarters, ^ici 
we much required, fóf it was now two years^and 
. three months fince we fet out upon xmr expedition^ 
As Cortés knew of our approach, he rode out wit^. 
many cavaKers to meet us on<he caufeway, and ac- 
company us into the city. We went, on out iarrival', 
to the great church, to return our thanjcs to God. 
Froni tlience we attended the general to his palace, 
where he had á íüfnptuouá eiitertaíñment provided 
for us. Alvarado went to his refidencein the for- 
irefe, of which he had been a:ppointed alcalde. Lt|iÍ5 
# Ma^rin wenttolodge wííh Sandoval, and land ariothet 
friend named captain^ Luis Sánchez^ were iikttibf 
Andrez de 'Ktpi'á to'his hbufe. *• Stódóval áttd all out 
friends^ and Cortes among the feft, fertt us pr^ents 
of neceffaries, as alib- gold and CDCoa fot our expenfesl 

<ia the next'day^iny tí-ietid and I, accomp^iéd fey 
Sandoval and AüdréS de 'tai)ia, proceeded to wait 
upon the goyeirñór Aguílat, who received us witik 
much pblitenefs, 'but deckred his inability to make 
any new arrangements, the whole being left to his 
Maj*efly*s arbitration; but that if he was aúthorifcxl, 
he would do every thing that lay in his power t6 
^ve us.fatisfa¿Uon. At this^tin^ arrived from the 
iÜand of Ciitia, Diego dé "©rdls^^. wfióm I have alre^y 
mentioned as the mréulatot of the report of omr 
deaths. Hé Was fevereiy taxed fot hi& injproprietyv 
fiut nioft folcmnly dqpied it to us, averring thitlie . 
bad only written ah ácedeíft of lite iulfbrtunate ' aBft S f^ 
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at Xicalonga as it really happened, and any mifrepre- 
fotitation that was rtiade, the fador was accountable 
for ; and for the truth of what he afferted he refer- 
. ied to his letters. Cortes had at this time too much 
bufinefs on his hands to embarrafs himfelf any further 
with this ;. he therefore thought proper to drop it, 
and endeavour to refcue his property, which had, 
been difpofed of upon the fuppofition of his deathi 
A great part of it had. been appropriated tolhe ex^ 
penfes of celebrating his funeral fervice, and to the 
faying maffes for his foul and ours, to give credit to 
the report ; and thefe perpetual maffes which had 
been fo purchafed out of the property of Cortes upon 
the fuppofition of his death, and for the good of his 
foulj were now, that he was found to be alive, and 
na longer to be in need of them, purchafed by one 
, Juan de Caceres, for the benefit of his own foul, when- 
ever he was to die ; fo that Cortes was more removed 
from the re-attainment of his property than ever. 

Ordas, who was a wife man, and one of experience 

in worldly affairs, feeing that Cortes was negleéted, ^ 

and had fallen in public eftimatidii fince his being 

fuperfeded by the governor Ponce de Leon,,advifed 

him to affume moyre cpnfequence, aiid a more ftately 

appearance, than his natufál difoofition prompted him 

to, in order to maintain the refpecl that was due to 

him ; but fuch was his natural plainnefs of manner's, 

- that he never at any time liked to be called otherwife 

♦ \ than fimply, Cortes, and truly it was a great and no- 

VoL. II. R r ble 
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ble name In itfelf, and as much revered as Cscfar^s ana 
iPocnpey's in the time of thetJRomans, Hannibal'^ 
among the Carthaginians, or in our time that of 
Gonz^o Hernandez, or th-e rnóíi valiant and ever in^ 
vintáble Diego Garcia de Paredes. Ordas alfo in- 
formed Cortes of the report that was circulated 
through Mexico, of its being his intention to put the 
faster to death privately in jail j and he \^^rned him 
t>f the man being ipowerfully patronifed. 

The treafurer Eftrada -at this time marriad off two 

<)f his daughters^ one to Jorge de/Alvarado, another 

to Don Luis de Guzman, fon to the Count de CaC- 

.teHai'. It was then fettled that Pedro d^ Alvarado 

rfhould go to Caftille.to folidt the government of 

GuatimaJa, and he in the n^ean time fent his brother' 

Jorge to that province with a force of our allies of 

different iiations, to reduce it. The governor alfo 

.about that period fent a force againfi: the province of 

Chiapa, under the command of Don Juan Enriquez 

de Guzman, a near relation o£ the duke of Medina 

Sidonia ; another to the province of Tabafco, undct 

Balthafer Offorip ; and a third againft the Zapotecan 

mountaineers, imder Alonzo de Herrera, otoe of out 

veterans» 

'After Ungering for cj^t months,, the governof 
Marcoa de Aguilar gave ug the ghi^ft, leaving by td^*- 
-menj^ the treafurer Almzo de Eftrada his fuccelTorw 
At |hii time the council of Jáexico, and many pria^. 
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cipal Spaniards, were folicitous that Cortes fiiauld be * 
aflbciated with the tl%afurer in the government, the 
latter appearing entirely incompetent at the prefent 
junfture, more particularly for the following reafon : 
Nuno de Guzman, who had for two years governed 
the province of Panuco, was a man of a moil furious 
and tyrannical difpoíitíon, arbitrarily extending the 
bounds of his jurifdiftion, and putting to death all 
who dared to oppofe his will. Thus Pedro Gonza- 
lez de Truxillo, a perfon of noble cojidition, aflertipg 
with truth that his áülri£t was ^ dependency of Mex- 
ico, the other without any ceremony ordered him t6 
be immediately hanged, which was accordingly done, 
contrary to all juftice. He allb put many other Spa- 
niards to death, apparently for no reafdn except to 
' make himfelf feared, and fet the authority of the 
governor of Mexico at defiance. In order therefore 
to curb the infolence of Guzman, it was the wifli of 
many that Cortes fliould take a ihare in the govern- 
ment ; but he was utterly adverfe to it, knowing the 
difficulties, and the dangerous power, and more d^n- 
gerous malignity, of his enemies ; for, as ufuai, upon 
the death of Aguilar the ftory was again induftrioufly 
circulated, that it was owing to poifon given him by 
Cortes* 

It was determined,* on the peremptory rcfufal of 

the latter, that Sandova!, who was alguazil major, 

•fliould act conjointly with the treafurer, and he was 

Villin¿ly accepted as áh aflbciatc by him. Hi» firft 

bufiiiefs 
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bufinefe on entering into office waf, to endeavour to 
bring to juftice one Ruano, who had fled from Me^co 
for fome crime. He fince became a rich man ; for, 
cfcaping fomhe prefent, he eluded juftice altogether, 
though Sftndoval did his utmoft to apprehend him. 

Certain perfons, the inveterate and aftive enemies 
of Cortes, now perfuaded the treafurer to write to 
Caftille, to reprefent at court that he had been com- 
pelled by the influence of Cortes to aflbdate Sandoval 
wiA hun in the government, cqptrary to his indina- 
.^tion, and to his Majefty's fervice. They by the fame 
opportunity tranfmitted a volume of malignant falfe* 
hoods, which they had raked up againft the general, 
filch as that háhad poifoned Luis Ponce de L*n, and 
Marcos de Agiiilar, the governors, as alfo the adelanta- 
do Garayj- ai*d that h^had endeavoured to adminifter 
atfenic in checfecakes to m number of people at a feaft ; 
alfo, that he was plotting the fecret murders of the* 
veedor ^nd'fadpr in jail. All which lies were fup- 
|)orted by the induftry of the ccmtador Albornos, 
who was then in Caftille. He was alfo charged ftrong- 
' ly as to the death of his firft wife : and thefe thing» * 
being thw urged, Cortes was in par% judged unheard, 
ah order being fent to releafe the veedor and faftor ; 
and an officer named Don Tejido de la Cueva, com» 
mendador major of Alcantara *was ordered to go with 
three hundred foldiers, at the coft of Cortes, and, in > 
* cafe of his guilt being proved, to inflid the punifli- 
ment of death upon him, and diftribute his property 

amongft 
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sunongit the vrter«i conquierors of Mexico. Tliii 
was however to be done under the judgment of a 
royal court of audience, to be prefent upon the fpot 
for the purpofe. All thefe preparation» however 
ended in nothing ; for neither Don Pedro dela Cueva, 
nor the court of royal audience, ever arrived. 

The treafurer was now greatly elevated by the 
countenance which he received at court, and, which 
he attributed to his being confidered a fon of the 
catholic king. He difpofed of. governments at his 
pleafure, fending his relation Mazariejos to make in- , 
quiry into the conduit of Don Juan Enriquez dc 
Guzman in Chiapa, where they iay more^illage and 
plunder took place than ought to' have dfone. He alfo 
fent a force againft the Zapotecans and Minxes under 
one De Barrios, iaid to be a brave foldier^ ^nd who 
had ferved in Italy. I do not mean Barrios of Seville, 
tltó brother-in-law of Cortes. This officer marched 
againft them with a hundred foldiers, but the nativai ' 
furprifed him one night, and killed him, with feven 
more of the party. Such was the difference between 
us, the vetferan conquerors, and thefe raw, half.formed 
foldiers, who did not know the arts and ftratagems 
of the enemy. The governor alfo fent a hundred of 
the new foldiers, under the command of a particular 
friend named Figuero, t# the province of Guaxaca. 
On ^is route by the Zapotecans, Figuerp fell in with 
a captain left in command there by Marcos de Agui* 
for, named Alonzo Herrera, and foixie difpute arifing 

between 
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between them, fwords were drawn. Herrera v^ound- 
ing Figuero and three other foldiers who were with 
liim. Figuero, finding himfelf not able to go* íntó 
the field, and his foldiers not being fit for expeditions 
in the mountains, thought proper to fearch for and * 
Iwreak open the fepulchres, in which the ancient chiefs 
of thofe couolfries were interred, to make prize of 
the gold, which, according to cuftom, was buried 
with them. In this manner he'coUefted to the value 
©f above one hundred thouiand crowns, and with this 
wealth, which was increafed by prefents, he fet off 
for Mexico, leaving the provinces* in a worfe Hate 
than he found them. From Mexico he went to Vera 
Cftiz, and embarking for Caftille, the vtSkl In which • 
he felled was loft in a gáe of wind, and he and all his 
weakh went to the bottom. The bufineis of fub|e¿tíng 
thefe Indiams was finally left to us, the conquerors of 
Ouacacualco, who at length brought them to peace j 
for their cufl:om was to fubmit during the fummer, 
and to break into rebellion as foon as the torrents 
made their country inacceflible. I was on three ex- ^ 
peditipns againft them. The town of St. AMonfo i* 
, now built there, to keep them in fubjeftion,» 

wKen the governor htaré fcow his frienci had been 
maltreated by Herrera, he fent the officers of j[ufticc 
to apprehend him : he however tfcaped to the rocks 
and woods, but they took a foldier who ufed to^ ac- 
company him, and brought him prifoner to. Mexico, 

wher^. 
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wherCji without a hearing, the governor ordered hi? 
right hand to be ftruck oflF. His name was Cortejq^ ,, 
and^by birth he wa^ a gentleman. , - f 

A fervant of Sandoval alfo at this time wounded a[ 
fervant of the treafurer, in a quarrel. Thp tifeaftbrei: 
had him arrefted/and commanded his right hand ta 
be cut off. Cortes and Sandoval were, ai this, time atr 
a place called Queraavaca, partly from motives of 
prudence. On hearijog of this infult they ppfted* off 
to Mexico, and it is (aid that Cortes; \ifed fuch expref* 
fions to the treafurer upon the fubjeét, as to put the 
latter in fear of his life. He called his friends about 
him to form a guard for his,perfon, and inmicdiatj^ly 
rekafed the veedor and faftor from jail. By tkeii; 
advice the governor was then induced to iffuc an* 
. order for the inftant expulfion of Cortes from Mexj* 
ico. This being reprefented to Cortes, he declared 
his readinefs to obey,:fince it was the will of God^ 
that he who had gained that city, . at. the expenfe o^ 
his beft blood, by day and by night, ihould be.banifli* 
cd from it by the bafe and unworthy : and that he 
would fet out immediately, and demand joftice from 
his Majefty. 

Inftantly therefore, quitting the city, he went t^ 
ene of his country refidenc^s at Cuyoacan, frooir 
whence in a few days he proceeded towards the coaft. 
At this time the lady of the treafurer, a perfon well 
worthy of memory for her many virtues, feeing thQ 

darjgerou» 
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aangerous cóníeqtfences likely to refult from his ab- 
furd and arbitrary condud, expoftulatfed with him on 
it, reminding him of the many favours he had re- 
' ceived from Cortes, the ingratitude with which he 
Bad repaid him, and the many friends that Cortes 
had. Thefe reprefentátións^ are faid to have operated 
6n Hhe'mind of the treafürer, fo as to caufe finceré 

repentance of the fteps that lie had taken. 

■*, ,,..*. 

' At thisitime arrived in New Spain Fra. Julián Gar* 
riosV firft bilhop of Tláfcaltr, and wio, in honour to 
¿ur lord the moft chriftian Emperor, was named Ca- 
rolenfe: When this reverend prelate heard of the 
proceedings of the governor ^gainft Cottes, he t^ras 
' highly difpleafed-^/^ith them, and two days after his 
arrival in Mexico, where he was received with great 
poriip, át the fcqueft of the governor he undertook 
to mediate betwixt them. Many of thefe feditious 
perfons, fuch as there are in all focieties, knowing the 
diflatisfaftion of Cortes, oHered him their fervices if 
he would fet himfelf up as an indepenáent monarch 
in New Spain. Thefe people he immediately arreftedi 
threatening- to put them to death '; and he wrote di- 
reftly to the bifliop of Tlafcala, to inform him of the 
treafon. He had alfo receivea 'fimilar offers from 
Mexico, which he treatec^ilííhe fanie manner. The 
Imports of what was going on, however^ fo terrified 
the veedor and faftor, who did not know to- what 
extent Cortes might be induced to go, that they be- 
came incefiarit "in* their loKeitations to^ the governor 

to 
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tü accelerate the departure of the bilhop of Tlafcak* 
This prelate^ having waited upqn Cortes,, and found 
every part of bis conduél perfeéÜy to his iatisfaftion, 
tWTQt^ back to Mexico to inform the govenunent 
.there of the refult of his obíervations ; the unalterable 
determination of Cortes to go to Old ^ain, and a 
fevere cenfurc from himfelf, upon the mifcofnduct of 
thofe who had been the caufe of his quitting Mexico* 
I do not know whether Cortes returned to that city 
¡ia order to arrange. his private concerns, but he ap- 
^pointed feveral agents for that purpofe, the prindpal 
pf whom was the licentiate Altamirano. He brought 
with him from Mexico many curiofities of the coun- 
try for his Majefty, fuch as various kinds of birds un- 
known in Europe, two tigers, many barrels of am- 
bergris and indurated balfam, and another kind that 
refembled oil, four Indians expert at playing the íúcjfi 
with their feet, other Indian dancers who had a man- 
ner of appearing as tf they flew in the air, three 
humpbacked dwarfs of extraordinary deformity, and 
Wofome male and female Indians whofe Ikins were 
remarkable for their whitenefs, and who have a natu- 
ral d^ed of ^fion. He was alfo attended by feveral 
young chiefs of the Tlafcalan and Mexican nations, 
whom he confented to .take tor Europe with him, at 

their own requefts. *" ^ ¿ 
TI • 
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CHAPTER iXv 

-&rtíSí go^ tú Eurcfre ; is treated Marquis of tie fáí^f ^ 
Cuaxaca. Account 0f ^arkusTrUnfaíHvm út^Ocekr^ 
remxs in Old and New Spain. Death and CharaBer if 
. ibe Marquis cf the VaHeyé 

CORtES now recdved letters from die prefidciit 
of tíie Indies, the Duke of Bcjar, and fo^eral 
óth^ of his Meads, informing him of the neoeffitf 
fef his appearance in Gai||lle, to do away the mafig- 
uiant ácoifátioM of his enemies. Others aifo inform-» 
td him of the death of his father Martin Cortei* 
paving performed the funeral obfcqüics tohis fiither, 
*€ ordertd two ihips to bé purchafed, which he ftor* 
ed with fuch quantities of provifions of every kind^ 
that the overplus, when he aY-riired in Spain, woulU 
havfc fufficed for a two years* voyage^ 

For maldng thefe pr^árations he employed hii 
majot áofno, who was named Éfqnival. This o£Sd»^ 
tróffing the life; of Mexico to Ayotdngo in a large 
canoe, with fix Indian rowers and 0ri6 Negro, and 
having fome ingots of gcdd in his poffeflSon, was wayw 
laid and murdered fomewlrgrfe On ú^ hkt. l%e 
manner of his death never was known, neither caiu)^ 
Indians or Negro ever being traced. The body o£ 
Sfijuival vras found four days after in aimall ifl;^% 
half eatw by birds of prejf . There were ma»y fufpii* 
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cHms entertained about this dSair. Tht man was fai^«^ 
tt> be a great boafter of the favours he received from 
die ladies. There were alio other bad ftories told oí 
Mm^ which gave n& to fu%icÍQns of fuch a nature ai 
I cannot relate. No great inquiry was made as ta 
liis de^h» Ood pardon him hi$ fins I Cortes s^« 
pcHinted other officersi to wmpletc the ^paration* 
for his voyage^ He oflfered by prodapiation a fre^ 
{>KSige to all fuch Spai^ardt as obtened a permiflipij, 
éforo the igovernmeiH: to go to i^aftiUe^ m4 ^ ftippl^ 
ff . provilions to them oa the voyage^ 

, JJl things being ready, asid having eonfeffed-an4 
eomulgated, he embarked, in company with Sa^do* 
val. Tapia, and other cavaliers, and after a voyage 0^ 
forty-cme days arrived in Eurqpe, difembarking near 
the town of Palos. As foon as he fet his foot on 
ihore, he i^Q on hi^ knees to return thanks to God, 
for his mercies. His arrival in Old Spain was in the 
month of December, in the ye^ one thoufitixi five 
hundred and twenty^even. To good fortime fue? 
eroded grief, by the death of the brave attain San*» 
doval, ^er a lingering ficknefs, at his lodgings in the 
houfe of a rope maker at Pidos, who, in hi^^prefence, 
robbed him. of thirteen bars of gold.. This rogu€^ 
perceiving Hs weak ^nation, i^t his fervaiits on a 
|)retended n^age fromfSandoyal to Cortes^ who * 
was then at Nueftra Señora de la Ravi(da, ?^d having 
(he houfe to himfelf, went into Sandoval's room^ and 
breakmg c^en his cheftj^ tc^k out the gold, while our 
. poor 
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. pów friend lay in bed unable to rcfift him, and ajipre*» 
henfivc, if he made any outcry, that the fellow would* 
fmothcr him in the bed-clothes. As foon as he had- 
got the gold he made his efcape with it into Portugal,* 
where Jie could not be purfued. Cortes fliortly after 
arrived, and was informed of what had happened, but 
purfuit was too late. Sandoval then grew worfe 
every hour, and the phyficians recommended confei- 
fion ; which being done, and having received the ho- 
ly iacrament, in a fhort time after he gave up the 
ghoft, but not before he made a will, whereby he leffe 
his property to a fifter, who afterwards married a na* 
tural fon of the Count de Medellin. Sandoval died 
tmiverfally regretted. His funeral was attended by a^ 
jgreat train of mourners, among whom was Cortes* 
God pardQi;^ him his fins^! Amcn^ 

dottes fent an expreft to his Majefty, and alfo to. 
his patyons at court, informing them of his arrival, 
and alfo of the death of his friend Sandoval, whofe ^ 
merits and fervices were known to his Majefty, and 
for whojfe lofs he was pleafed to expf efs great regrets 
. The duke of Bcjar and the Count of Aguilar, on re- 
ceiving the intelligence, waited op his Majefty, but 
found him in poffeíRon of it by the letter of Cor* 
tes. His Majefty feemed to l&ve at prefent a convic- 
tion of thlt; officer*s Iwalty, for which his friend the 
.duke of Bejar had beei;i three times obliged to'en- 
* ^^S| ^^^ ^^^ i for he was pleafed to order that in al 
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Ac cities and towns through v^hich Gortcs paffcd^iic 
fiiouid be received with the higheft honpur. 

When he amved at Se\álle he was entertained there 
by the duke of Medina Sidpnia, who made him a pre- 

' fcmt of feveral beautiful horfes. From thence he pro^ 
céfdcd, to attend the nine days' devotions to our La- 
dy of Guadeloupe. Donna Mariaiwife of the com* 
meñdador Doa Francifco de los Cobos, with mapy 
etider ladies of great rank, aririved at the fame time, 
iLs^ibon as Corses! had paid his dévtítions, given chari- 
ty to the poor,: and ordered mafs to be faid, he wenty 
^tt^hded by all his retinue of cavaliers, to pay his re-» 
fpeds to^Donna Maria, the beautiful lady her fifter^ 
aind the many others of diftinguiflied rank who 
w^e in bSr. company. Here Cartes, had an opportifc 
nity of exhibiti^ that politenefs, gallantry, an^ 
generQfity,in which he furjjaffed allomen. Hejjiadí 
prefents ctf goldea o^naments, of great value to ally but 
mú>tc efpecially tp Donna Maria; and her fifter : and to 
each lady he giáve a penache of green feather-ij, richly 
ornamente<i witlii gold. He then produced his In-* 
dian dancers who .threw the ftick from one foot to 
another, to the aftoñühment of the fpeftators, and, in 
addition to all Ais, underftanding that one of the 
mules belonging to the jiftcr of Doíina Maria was un^ 
able to. travel, he cauTed to be purchafed for her two 
of the fineft that could be procured for money. He 
alfo waited the departure of thofe ladies for the court, 
littending them upon ' the jogrney, 2^pd providing - 

f #^i :..^ magnificent 
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xoagnificent entertainments for thcm^ the honapfsqi 
which he did with a grace peculiar to hioileif ;. tja&H 
much that Donna Maria de Mendoza b^an to enter^ 
tain thcM^hts of an affiance between her fifto: and Cor<* 
tes. However, in marriage^ as in otber ca&s^ it iá 
the háad of God which leads us, aad therefore nol 
racMre need be laid upon the Abjtñ. Donna M^ftar 
was fo taken with the pofitene& and gmerofity of €<^ 
tes» that Ihe wrote to the commendador of Leon, üsf^ 
ing, ths^ the £une of Cortes and his hercác adicdtf 
was far Ihort of the judgment which mufi be formed 
of him, by thofe who had the good fortune of his ac- 
ipiaintance ; and brought over her huiban^ coselete» 
fy to bis intercft» 

^. When our general arrived at courts his Maje^' was 
pleafed to appoint the apartments to receive him, and 
lilsftiOTds came out in ^ body to meet hm on the 
road. On the ending day he went by perm^icm tQ^ 
thro^ himfdf at bis Majefty's feet, bang attended bjr 
tiit duke of Bejar, the admiral of the Indies, md th^ 
d^nmendador of Leon. His Majeily icommmded 
him to rue, and Corte», after a ihort enum^ratio^r of 
his fisrviceS) and vindication of his oondud ^romr the 
aQ)er&>ns of his eoenaíes, frefented a memo? iaitrherefr. 
in the whole wa^ fuBy detraed. His Majefty, having. 
receivedi^ commanded him tfi rife, andimmediaUi|r 
honour* him with the title of Marquis del VaBe and 
the order xjf St, Jago. He aifo gave him an eftate to 
mainab'^his new dignity, and confirmed him captaia 

general 
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general of New Spain and of the Soutk Seas. Cor-. 
tes» thus loadtd with honours» retired from the royal 
prdence to receive in a few days a ítíU greater than all* 
Shortly afiter his arrival in Toledo he fell dangero^C 
lyill; when the £mjperor heard it, he did him^tbe 
h^oqur of paying him a viiit in perfon. He however 
ffx^overed in a ihort time, and the particular favour 
of his Majefty encouraged him to afiume a rank and 
charader €qual to his high tide. One Sunday that 
his Majefiy was at mafs in the cathedral, and feated 
according to cuftom with- his nobility each in his pro- 
per nation, Cortes, delignedly as it is faid, came there 
late, and after all were feated ; and, pafling before tbs 
whcde of them, took his place next to the Count de 
Nafao, who was neareft to the Emperor. This gave 
great oQ^nce to many, though others (aid it wis by 
the Emperor's defire. Indeed, Cortes began to feei 
Ms elevation ib much, that it made him not hold fym^ 
0Í his former patrons in the efUmation he ought, all 
his attention bdng beftowed on the duke of Bijar, 
the count de Naíao, and the adnuraL .Thinking that 
now the ball was at his foot, with the fupport of 
filch great men, he applied to the Emperor for thie 
government of New Spain. Tlris retjueft, though 
ñipporied by his patrons, did not fucceed, his Majefly 
lya^kiQg he had done fiifiknently, and that ibme of 
Ms attention was due to thofe conquero j uhofc 

affiance he had gsdned that country, IVom this 
time Cortes did not íeem £b much in favour 33 before. 

' '. Ms 
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His Majéfty was their pfooeedingon his journey W 
ilaoders. Aft#r his departure, the marriage tooJk: 
|daoe between the Marquis del VaUe, and Donna Juai^ 
de Zunijga, on Which occafion he prefented his lady 
with the moil magnificent jewels. that ever had beeii 
in Caftillci Her Majefty, QecnHabella^ from the ac- 
count ^en by the lapidaries, «xpreffed a wifti to 
have fome, which Cortes accordingly prefented her 
with, but it is faid that the^ were not fo fiiie c» fU 
valuable as thofe which hé.gave to his lady* 

I wll. now relate fome other drcümftances,fuch as 
I have heard concerning him while he refided in Cat 
tille. One was, that Queen Ifabella was not his 
friend, on account of the appearances of ingratitude 

^m his conduft to hisjpatrons, and alfo in confequcnce 
of the inferiority of the prefénts which he made her. 
However, ftie ordered, in the Emperor^s abfencc, that 
he Ihould have every fupport from the coundl of the 

j Indies. Cortes at this time obtained permiffion to fit 
out two fliips on a voyage of difcovery to the South 
Seas, with a condition that he ihould enjoy certwi 
rights and revenues from whatever lands were «&- 
quired to tBfe crown of Spsdn. Don Pedro de la 
Cueva was at this time at court ; this was the officer 
who was to have gone to Mexico f o try, arid, if found 
guilty, to execute, Cortes. They were now on tfe 
moft. amicable aUd Intimate footing* Don Pedro ttíld 
bkn tí^at even his innocence would. havei been iuffi-' 

<cientf^ e^i^enfive to him, as the cofts of the cxpedi- 
"^ * ; tidn. 
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lion, which he muft have paid, amounted to upwards 
of three hundred thoufiind crown* All thofc, and 
other particulars, wa received an account of in pri- 
vate letters, as well from the Marquis del Valle, as 
from other perfons. He now fent a gentleman to 
Rome, to kifs the feet of his Holineís Pope Clement, 
and with a rich prefect of gold, filver and jewels. 
He alfo fent fome of the Indians who played with 
the ftick, and a. full memorial of all circumlbinces, 
concerning the newly difcovered country. He alfo 
took this opportunity to fuppKcatc for a partial re^ 
miffion of the tithes of New Spain. 

This gentleman, Juan de Herrada, waS a brave fol- 
dier, who attended Cortes in his expedition to Hon- 
duras. * After he returned from Eurc^ he went to 
Peru, where Don Diegq de ATmagro left him in the 
office of governor to his fbn. He was highly in the 
confidence of this family, and ferved as maeftre de 
campo to the young Almagro ; he was alfo captain of 
the party whiclj killed Dop. Francifco Pizarro the 
elder. 

His Holinels, on the receipt of the letters, returned 
thanks to God for the opportunity of making fo ma- 
ny thoufand co|iverts to the holy fdth. He alfo praif- 
cd the fervices rendered by us to the church and our 
monarch, and fent us bulls of indulgence from* penal- 
ties of our fins, with others for churches and hofpitalp. 
In reg^ird to the tithes, I do not know^whsrt wa» 
, Vol. II. . T t * •do». 
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done. The Indians were brought to dance before his 
H<Aneis and the cardinals, who exprefled their high 
íatis&¿tíoa at their performances. After Herrada 
had concluded hb buíineís at Rome, he returned with 
a liberal reward from Pope Clement, who gave him 
the title and rank of count palatine, and wriKe by 
him> firon^y requefiing for hfan a grant of a confide»* 
lable plantation in New Spain^ which he never rejcdv* 
ed, ai^d in coniequence went to Penu 

While Cortes was in Caftille, the ntemberf of the 
royal court of audience arrived in Mexico. Nuno de 
Guzman, formerly governor of Panuco, was the pre- 
iident. The oydors were, four licentiates^ by name 
Matienzo, Delgadillo, Maldonádo, (I d9 not mean 
lilonzo Maldonado the good, who was governor of 
Ouatimala) and Parada. Thefe magiftrates from 
their firft arrival Ihewed a detenmnation to do julHce. 
They were armed with greater power§ than any of* 
^cers ever fent by his Majefty to New Spain. They 
were alfo etitrufted with, the management of the final 
partition of landed property, wherein his Majefty had 
particularly charge4 tlicm to take care of the interefts 
of the conquerors. On their arrival, they iffued a 
proclamation^ requiring the attendance of an agent 
from each Settlement, with memorials and returns of 
the feveral diftrids. The* agents all arrived in the 
courfe of ^i$w daysv I was then in Mexico on my 
pficaxrf procurador findico of the f own of Guacacual- 
CP i Ipofted off to the laft mentioned place, in order 

ta 
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Id attend at the eleftion of the agents, about ^lAch 
there was a vioknt conteft ; but plurality oí voices de- 
cided it in favour of captain Luis Marin and myfelf» 
When we arrived at Mexico we found that two of the 
oydoFS were dead of pleurifies, and that the faftor Sa- 
lazar had acquired fo complete an afcendency over the 
others, that they did nothing but as he advifed them. 
It was lucky for Cortes that he was not at Mexico ; 
the death of the two oydors would have been certain- 
ly laid to his charge. 

The agents now called loudly for a final repartition j 
but the fador had perfuaded the prefident and oydors 
not to agree to that which would be a diminution of 
their influence, by taking fo much patronage out uf 
their hands. It was alfo fettled, that Salazar fliould 
go to Europe to folidt the governmeiit of New Spain 
for the prefident Guzman. He aftually fsdled, but, 
being overtaken by a ftorm, was Ihipwrecked on the 
coaft near Guacacuaico, from whence he returned to 
Mexico. The treafurer Eftrada died in a fliort time 
after his being fuperfeded, which he was more by hig 
own tamcnefs.than from any right they could prove 
from his Majefly's orders ; for they were, that he 
fliould govern foldy : nor was ^y t^ing faid of affo- 
ciating Guzman with him ; whereas the latter ufurp- 
ff d the government to himifelf entirely, iScQfn the tima 
he was appointed prefident of the court." * He wa$ 
mwk regretted by all, having conduced himfelf ia 
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filch' a manner as to give uhiverfal latisfaétion ; nor 
would he have wanted fiipport if he had infilled o^ 
maintaining his office. 

' A commiffion was appointed at Guatimala, where 
Jorge de Alvarado was eftabliihed, but I do not know 
the refuit of it. 

In Mexico they proceeded with great feverity 
againft the ]y[arquis del Valle. The £a£tor efpecially 
took the opportunity to revile and flander him in 
the groffcft manner, and fouleft expreffions. The 
Marquis's friend, the licentiate Altamirano, remon- 
fixated with the court upon thefe indecencies, but to 
no good eflFeft, for the fador, countenanced by Guz- 
man and the reft, became more abufive than before. 
The court was thereliy thrown into confufion ; for 
Altamirano was at laft fo provoked as* to draw his 
poniard, and would have put the fador to death, had 
it not been for the interference of thofe prefent. Al- 
tamirano was carried to the fortrefs, the other was 
fent to his houfe, and the whole city was in an up-, 
roar. The licentiate, upon our fupplication, was at 
the end of three days rdeafed from* confinement, and 
the prefent matter w^s made up : but a greater ftorm 
fucceeded ; for at this time there arrived in Mexico 
one Zavalos, a relation of the captain Pamphilo de' . 
Narvaez, who had been fent*by the wife of the latter 
in queft of IKr huiband, who* had gone as governor 
to the river of Palmas, and was ftppofed to have been ' 

^ r ^ bft 
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loft or dead^ When 2^valos arrived in.Me^dD, lu- 
ftigated as is fuppofed by the members of the court, 
he lodged informations againft all the foldiers of Cor- - 
tes who had been concerned in thfe attack upon Narr . 
vaez. Of courfe nearly the whole pf us Wlm were 
in the city, and myfelf amongft'the reft, amounting 
in aU to about two hundred and fi^y, were apprehend- 
fed, brought to trial^ and convifted. We were 'Ten- 
tenced to pay a fine of a certain quantity of gold, 
and to be baniftied tp the diftance of five leagues from 
Mexico. However^ the fentence was but nightly en- 
forced, the banilhment being remitted, and very few 
paying the fine. 

. The enemies of the Marquis del Valle now took a. 
new ground of attack againft him, which was, that 
he had embezzled the treafure of Montezuma and 
Guatimotzin, and thj^t he was anfwerableto the fpl- 
diers, not only for that which he had appropriated to . 
his own ufe, but alfo for that which he had fent to 
Europe as a prefent to his Majefty, and which had been 
captured by the coriair Juan Florin. A long cata- 
logue of other demands followed, every one of which 
" he was condemned upon, and his property fold for 
the paynient. One • Juan Xuarcs his brother-in-law 
was alfo at this time brpught forward, to demand 
jüftice in open court for the murder of his fitter Don- 
na Catalina, offering to produce witneffes ofthe man- 
ner of her death. Many of us the f^d» of the 
Marquis, feeing the tttacks that were made againft 
* • . . • him. 
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Mm, met by appoimmcnt, and under the licence oí 
an alcalde, at the houfe of one Garcia Holguin, where 
we entered intp a rrfolution tp renounce all dsdtn to 
the treafure ; but when the oydors heard our hufineisy 
they oiUered us all to be arretted, as they alledged, fot 
meeting without permiflion. We produced to them 
iht licence which we had obtained for the purpofe, 
but they, to keep up appearances, baniíhed us to the 
diibmce of five leagues from Mexico. We were how* 
cter allowed to return ; though we Hill thought our- 
fdves harcUy treated enough* 

New matter for confiifion was now brought for- 
Ixrard ; a proclamation was iffued that all perfons of 
Indian defcent, or of that of Moors, who had been 
burned or enianbenited • by the holy inquifition, as 
far as the fourth degree from their anceftors who 
liad thus fujBFe'red, Ihould quit New Spain within four 
months from the date thereof, on pain of lofing one 
half of their properties. It was moft wonderful to 
fee what hofts of accufers and informers ftarted up at 
once on this occafion, and what flanders and infemiesi 
wore brought forward. At laft it ended in the ex- 
pulfion of two individuahu 

The court was gener9us in fulfilling his Majefty's 
commands, in regard to the old conquerors, who' 
were all will provided for j the greateft error it com- 
mitted 

• S^ Benitoif a dreft pot on cxmmk. 
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mitted was, the cxceflive licence given to the branding 
flaves« So many were made in the province of Pa- * 
auco that it became almoft depopula|:ed. The prefix 
dent Guzman, who was of a noble and liberal difpo- 
fition, Biade a new year's gift of a whole diftrid, nam- 
ed Guazpaltepeque, to Albornos, who was newly re- 
turned from Spain. He brought with him his Ma-» 
jefty's patent, under which he erefted fome fugai: 
works in Cempoal, which went to ruin after a» few 
years. The oycjor DelgadiUo was cenfured on account 
of his free gifts, for it was noticed that fome rent was 
rcferved to himfelf in them, and the confequent ex- 
tortions and oppreffions of tliofe he patronifed were 
cxceflJve. TheKX)nd¿a of Guzman was equally re- 
prehenlSde ; as to the other oydor, Mátienzo, he wa^ 
fuperannuated. The abufes of this couVt came at 
length to fuch an excefs, that it was thought proper ' 
by the higher powers in Europe completely to fuper- 
fede it, and fubftitute one compofed of perfons of 
more fifcretion. Old Matienzo who was the hzSt 
objeétíónablé, was fent to Panuco to inquire into and 
remedy the abufes which had been committed there. 
This officer ordered accounts or lifts of the Haves to 
be drawn out, to prevent them from being arbitrarily 
tran^orted from one province to* another, and he rc<. 
' vokcd the grants whicji the prefident and the other 
oydor had made tp their friends and clients, beftowjig 
the plantations upon thofe perfons who were pointed 
out by his Majefty's inftrudions.. Every #ne then 
who had acquired the plantations which they were to 

deliver 
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ddiver up, infifted that they had been granted as a 
' reward of fonner merits, the proofs of which they en- 
deavoured to adduce, and utterly difclaimed all pa- 
tronage or proteftion fronii the prefident and oydor. 
The confufion was extreme. However, many, if not 
almoft all, fucceeded in keeping \dxat they had got, 
tlie only perfons deprived being Albornos,óf his new 
year's gift, one ViUaroel, and Villegas» 

. As foon as the members of the court heard that 
they were to be fuperfeded, they refolved to difpatch 
agents to Caftille with plenty of witncffes, fueh as 
were fit and wdl prepared for their purpofc, torroiidi 
for the propriety of their condud. It was determin- 
ed to proceed to, the eledion of the agents who wer^ 
to be fent on this occafioñ, and for tHis puif^ofe all' ^ 
' the vctcraa conquerors, with many other perfons of 
confideration, met in the gr^at church, where the 
perfon was to be chofen by vote. Guzman and the 
oydors recommended the faftbr S^azar, and although 
they had conmiitted fome improprieties, yet as they 
had in the main afted fo wdl by us in the diftribution 
of property, we were all weE inclined to vote for the 
perfon recommended by them, and whiph they ex* 
pefted us to do. When We had ^ affembled for the 
purpoie in the great church, there was fuch a noife 
^nd outcry ict up by peifons wlio had no bufideis 
there, but had crowded in, thaf it was hardly poilible 
to proceed, to the eleftion. It was ordered that all 
\ who had laot been fummoned flioidd quit the aplace, 

but 
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• ' ,: ' " ^' ^■'^^^' -. 
biit it wastono^ftj th^ ^óiüd^ííjfc go, andit 

lafl; the queftion wi? obliged; to lit pjat to the whok. 
Since thofe whcr h|kd tto^títlfiaefi there would neither 
quit the place Bor be fiknt, it may be judged what 
kind of an ele&ion it was. When we percexveti ho^ 
matters were going, it was agreed amkongft ua to ad« 
journ uri|^y|^e, following day, at the houfe of the 
prefident of the council, and none i^ere fummoncd 
but perfons of one way of thinking. Of courfe it was 
amicably decided. In confequMce of an adjuilment, 
t\jfQ agents were to be chofen, one, . Anthonio de 
^2íi^^2i^ on the part of the oydors, and another^ Ber- 
nardino Vafquez de Tapia, on that of Cortes. How- 
ever, it appeared to me that both were equally devot- 
•V ved to the views of the prefident ; and it was natural 
\ enough, iot the latter h^yegiil^r^d much more fér- 
vice to our intereft inrhisiftiort time, than Cortes had 
dofíe during the lcmg>{)¿ríod of his power. But fuch 
is the natural loyaftf of the Spaniards, that we were 
more attached to Cortes, from his having been our 
captain, than he was to our interefts, although he had 
iis^Ma^y's orders to attend to them. Of this a 
proof ^w occurred, for the prefident and oydors in- 
trigued for an appKcatioA to be made to his Majefly, 
.in manner of a petition, againfi: the appointment or 
K>e|ürn qf Cqf tes to New Spain, at any future time* 
The grounds upon which they moved it were. Hie 
dangers that would occur from public difturbanpes 
' andf actions, .which might end in the lofs^of the couii- 
, try. This we oppo&d mth all our might, and Alvi- 
Yol. U. U » ^ rado;^ 
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rado, beingfl J^his time arrived in Mexico with the 
c^ffice of governor and adelantado of Guatimala» ancj 
a commahdery oí St. Jago, it 'was. agreed between 
him and the friends of Cortes, to lay before his Ma- 
Ipfty a ftatement of the whole affair, with the views 
x)>f .the ipembers of the council ; and it hereby appear* 
ing to the fuprerae i:ourt of the InjdieS, ^hat all thcfe 
meaíurés wwciguided by paffion and intereft, it con- 
firmed the original deterrtiination to fnperfede G\iz- 
man and thje oydors. The prefence of Cortes in 
Spain alfo at this period was highly favourable to hif 
intereftsj and he now was rapidly proceeding to J^é. 
pinnade-Of his fortune. ^ * 

. When Nuno de Guzman had deceived certain itj*-'' *^^ 
t^lligence from Old Spain of his being fuperfeded, he, 
determined to go'upon ^ ibtpedition to the proviáte * 
of Xalifco, now called New'^^fiicia* For this pur- 
f)ofe he coUeded the gréateft force that he was able in , 
Mexico, parfly of volunteers, and partly of fueh as he 
xompelted to join him by the weight of power, of 
which he was not yet deprived. Thofe who did not 
ferve perfonally he compelled to find or pay^or fub-' 
ftitutes, and thofe who* had horfés were obliged to' 
give them for half their value. *^He brought with 
him a number of Mexicans as foldierá,^r tp convey 
^ his baggage, and cruelly oppreffed the provinces 
through which he paffed^ In Mechoacan he obtained 
a great quantity of gold, which the inhabitants i)a4 "* 
j^lle¿ted and amafled for ages paft > it was much low** 
.1 . ♦ , «red 
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ercd in value by a mixture of filver. The unfortu* 
nate chief of the province, not being able to gr?tijFy 
his avarice to its full ext^it, he firft commanded hint ** 
to be put to the torture by burning his feet, and afc 
'terwards, upon fome triflmg and faHe allegations, 
caufed him to be hanged ; which was one of the wick- 
cdeft and cruoJleft aélions ever committed by an of- 
ficer, and as fuch jt was confidered by every Spaniard. 
in his army. He brought from this province alfo a 
number of natives, loaded with booty, to the city of 
Compoftello,'whi(¿i he founded at a heavy expenfe to 
M§ Majefty aud the inhabitants of Liexico, Jlera 

Guzman remained until his arreft. -( 

•* * * ^ fc- . .- ^ 

As ^.have before related, in confequence of the in^^ 
juftice praftifed by the former court of audience, his 
Majefty was pleafed to fupprefs it and cancel all its 
grants. He alfo appointed a new one, compofed of 
wife ^d upright members, . whereof JX Sebaftian 
Jlamirez de Villaefcafa, bifliop of St, Qoipingo, was 
prefident, and the licentiates Maldonado d^ Salaman- 
ca, Zainos de Toro, Vafeo de Quiroga de Madrigal, 
afterwards bifliQp of Mechoa^an, and Solomon de 
Madrid, were oydors. Thefe officers bjeing arrived^ 
the court opened its fittings, wych was notified by 
a prodamation, ;n confequence whereof there aflem-» 
bled fuch crowds of complarnai^ts, frqm city, towns, 
?uid country, of all defcriptions, fettlers, agents, and, 
;iative chiefs, alledging .a6b of partiality and oppref- 
^pn agsdnft the former court, and demanding juftice. 
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that die ^em^ers were quite ^fioniihecL The d^ 
mands of tl^t' agents of Cortes for what badbe^* 
'^juftiy alienated from him, if they had been almo 
be 1Í0W repaid, would have amounted to above two 
' hundred thouiand crowns. Ni^^o de Guarnan being 
abient» the whole blanqe was laid upon him bf the 
^.otheir members of the old court, who allédgedT that 
. the J' were compelled ta aft a? he thought proper to 
crder*them. He was accordingly fummoned to aj^* 
pear, which he did not think proper to do, and in 
the prelent circumftances it was judged moft ejqpcdi- 
ent to refer the aJfexr to the fupreme court in Europe : 
which being done, a dvil officer named Torre, a licen«* 
tiate and native of Badajos, w^ font with foil power 
to the province of Xalifgp, and with oifders tq tranf-^ 
tnit Guzman to Mexico, and commit him to the CMti^ 
mon gaol, He had aUb a commilliop: to indemnify 
us iiF the €ofts. which we hj^d been fined upon the 
aflFair of N^rvaez, and xKotc at the time that we were 
arretted, as I have alrea*dy related. But I will now-v 
take leave for the prefent of the licentiate^Torre, and 
return to th? affairs o| the court. 

The properties of D^lgadiUo- and Matienzo were 
ibid to pay the damages of thofe who had gained 
their caufes againft them, and their perfons were im- 
prifoned for the deficiency. A brother of Ddgadülo, 
who was alcalde major hi Guaxaca^ was fined and 
imprifoned for the fame reafqn ; he died in jaU, as did 
another who wa^ alcalde ampngft the Zapotecans : and 

certainly 
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cartainly the new judges were fo ^^e and jtift, that 
thcj conltdereá nothing but what was inf:ompliance 
wifll the will of God and his Majefty. They alfq 
Ihewed a laudable anxiety for the converfion of the 
Indians to our holy f^h, and immediately prohU)it^ 
ed the branding them for flaves, and made many 
other good regulations. After four years thus employ* 
cd, the oy dors Solomo» and Zaynos petitioned for 
jkarVe to retire, being both of an advanced age, and 
very wealthy ; and his Majefty, in confideration oí 
their eminent fervices, was pleaied to grant their re* 
queft. The prefident alfo, by command of his Ma- 
jefty, repaired to Europe, to give an account of the 
affairs of this counüy. He was then biihop of St- 
Domingo, but W2s advanced in fucceffion through the 
fees of Toro, Leon, and Cuenca, with fuch celerity, 
that the bulls had hardly a day's interval between 
them. He was alfo prefident of the royal chancery 
of Valladolid ; and while in poffeffion of thefe ho. 
nours he was feized by death, and placed in glory 
among the virtuous, according to the promife of our ^ 
holy fdth } for he was a true and upright judge. Ho 
had been, "before his promqjtion to a biflioprick, in- 
quifitor in Seville. The good conduft of the oydpr 
Maldonado was rewarded ^;with the government of 
the provinces of Guatimala^ HSmduras and Tirzga^y 
and with the title of adelantada of .Yúáiatan ; andth? 
oydor Quiroga obtained the biihoprick of Kiechoae|n. 
Such were the rewa^jds of the ¿ood judges. Delgadfll^ 

and 
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and Matienzo returned to Caitille in poverty, where, 
as I have heard, they died in the courfc of two or three 
\ ^ years. 

At this time his Majefty was pleafed to 'appoint ta 
' the viceroyalty of New Spain the moft illuftrious and 
worthy cavalier, of praifeworthy memory, D. Antho- 
nio de Mendoza, brother to the marquis of Montejar. 
There alfo came as oydors the ¡doftor.Quefada, the 
licentiate Tejada de Logroño, and the licentiate Loay- 
Uy native of Cuidad Real ; he was an old man, and 
ftayed three or four years in Mexico ; and during 
that time having eollefted a good fum of money, he 
took his leave of the country at the expiration of it, 
and returned to his home. There was alfo another . 
licentiate who came out as oydor, who was named 
Santillana ; l)ut the licentiate Maldonado had not then 
vacated his office. All were excellent magiftrates. 
As foon as they had opened the court, free inquiry^ 
was proclaimed into the conduft of their predeceffors,, 
which was found to be: in every refpeft confofmabl^ 

tojuftice, ^ . i^ 

t" 
The Viceroy, on his arrival, knowing that the li^ 
ccntiate Torre was fent out with orders to arreft Nu- 
no de Guzman, to fave Guzman from that infult fent 
to him to come to Mexico, which he having compli- 
ed with, the Viceroy affigned him apartments in hii^ 
palace, and tr^ate4 him ^th much j)oht«ne6. Ji^ ". 
áboui this time Torre arriyed wijkhis Majgfty^tqC'^ 
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dcrs to arreft Guzman, but vdth dire£Üons to com- 
municate them to the Viceroy. It feems that the li-: 
ccntiate ¿Ud not find the fupport to his ftrong mea? 
fures that he cxpefted, and this exafperating-his na- 
tural violence, he in/confequence went to the Vice- 
roy's palace, and there furioufly fe&ed, and dragged 
Guzman to the common jail, faying he did it by his 
Majefty's order, and that he cared for nothing fur- 
ther. Here Guzman remained for feveral days, and 
was at laft rdeafed on the interceflion of the Viceroy. 
It was well known that Torre had ftrong powers giv- 
en to him to aft difcretionarily in regard to Guz- 
man. 

This licentiate was much addided to card playing, 
although he did not game deeply, playing only at 
^ triumpho and primero for paftime. His propeniity 
being however well known, fomc friend of Guzman's 
took advantage of it, to mortify and turn him into 
ridicule ; and the method which was taken to do it 
was as follows : The civilians at that time wore gowns 
with loofe hanging fleeves, into one of which fome- 
body malicioufly put a pack of cards, and contrived 
it in fuch a manner, that as Torre was walking acrofs 
the crowded {qnzre of Mexico, in company with 
leveral perfons of quality, a dexterous twitch being 
jpven, the cards began to drop from his fleeve, leav- 
ing a long trail of them after him as he went on. 
lliofe who faw it laughed and called the attention of 
otheh t# the"«»ras^iQmmg out of the licentiate's 

fleeve} 
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üeeve^ but when he found out what the joke waU, 

and tfant he was the fubjed of it, being naturally cho* 

^leric, it enraged him exceedingly^, and he went off 

^Slying he fitw deaily it was their intention to prevent 

his doing juftice, but be wouldy though he died for it ; 

* and that his Majfefty ihould know the indignity that 
had been o&red to his officer. £ither irom vexation, 
or a calenture natural to the diniate^ with which he 
.was leized juft ajEter this, he died in the cpurfe of a 
few days> whereby the afl£ur of Gtusman> hwüly for 
him^ was refpited for the prefent. 

Cortes having now been a long time in CaftiUcy 
married to the niece of the duke of TSejar, advanced 
to the rank of marquis, captain general of New Sp^iin, 
and admiral of the South Seas, became anxious to re- 
tuni to his eftaxes in this ccMtntry. He now embarked ^^ 
from Old i^ain with his family and twelve revwcnd 
fathers of the order of Mercy, and after a proip«rons# 

• voyage arrived at the port of Vera Crua, where he 
<iid not eiqperience the kind of receptioai h^ formerly 
met with* From thence be proceeded to Mexico, r*o * 
prefent his patents to the Viceroy, and enter iqn^ 
híB offices. He alio at this titne nuula apfdication ü|i». 
on a particular p<ñnt relabre to his Maj^^s gfttnt of ^ 
lands and tqwn^* Thi^ point, which I do ncA *rdl • 
underftand, I lüuft leave to better judges. The giaAt 
ran thus : mentioning th^ diftrid:, it enunma 
inhabitants, by the word " vedno»,*' oi. 
rcmlidered tobdbng tc^it»'^. ^ 
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tributaries. Cortes underftood that the head^ of the 
family only was confidered as the vaffal or "t'ecino/* 
or that one only Ihould be counted for each hpuf^; 
but the oydor, doftor Quedada, ^ho was fent to,^ 
lot his diftrid, infifted that every male adult, matter 
or head of family, fon, fervant, or flave, was to be 
counted in the number, and as there were frequently 
twelve or fifteen of thofe to one houfe, the Marquis 
was much difappointed, and feveral law-fuits enfued^ 
The matter was fCportfed to^his Majefty, but continu- 
ed in fufpenfe for feveral years, during which time 
the Marquis received his full rents, without any mo- 
leftation. He retired to a place upon his eftate, nam-* 
ed Quernavaca, 'where he eftabjiflied his refidence, 
never returning to Mexico. 

While Marcos de Aguifer had the government of 
New Spain, the Marquis del Valle fitted out. four 

• fliip$ at Zacatula. They were well provided, loaded 
with various articles of merchandize, . and command- 
ed by Alvarado de Saavedra, who with two hundred 

-• alftd fifty foldiers took his courfe for the Molucca and 

*' Spice Iflands, and Chiiia. This was by his Majefty *g 

cftmmafid, as I can tcftify, the royal letters having 

¡been ifeown to me and many others. He was further 

* ordered to caufe fearch to be made, during the courfe 
«f his voyage, for a fquadron which had failed from 

for Chin% under the command of Don Gar- 

||^9 cojnmander of St. John of Blioded» 

" "" .ftiavedra was preparing for his cx- 

W w pedition, 
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.iedition, a veffel arrived belqngjing to this fleet, front 
the pilot and crew of which Saavedra acquired all the 
iftformation he wanted, and, taking one pilot and two 
£ill6rs from this veflel with him, he fet fail m Decem- 
ber of one thoufand five hundred and twenty-fevea 
or twenty-eight, and fuftained riiany misfortunes^ 
hardfliips, and lofies, in the way to the Molucca 
iflands» I do not know the particulars, but in three 
years afterwards 1 met with a failor who had been 
on board this fleet, and who told me many ilrangc 
and furprifing things of the dties and nations he had 
feen during his voyage. Theíé are the countries to 
which they are now fending expeditions from Mexi- 
co. I alfo heard that the Portuguefe had made prifo- 
ner Saavedra or fome -of ins people, and brought them 
to Caftillc* 

Xhúie month oí May, one tlioufand five hundri^jl 
and thirty-two, the Marquis del Valle fent two^^pii : 
from the port of Acapulco, to make difco«rferiet iii^', 

^ the South Seas. They were dommanded byacjp-;^' 
tain named Diego Hurtado de Mendoza, who. 
out going faf to iea, or doing any thing W( 
tclatting, had the inisfbrtune of a mutiny 'amoi3g the ^* 
troops, in confequence whereof, one fliip, dr whicji ^^ 
the mutineers took pofleffion, as is iaid, but very im- 

. probably, by the approbation &E Hurtado himfelf, re- 
turned to New Spain, to the great difappointmeiit of 
Cortes. As for Hurtado, neither he nor his \^fly 
irere ever more heard of. 

After 
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' After tiiis, Cortes fent oflTtwo other veffels, one at 
which was\ commanded by a gentlemap named Diego 
Bezcrra de^. Men(ioza ; he was of the Bezerras ¿if 
Badajos or '^cridx; the other was commanded by 
one Hernando de Grijalva. Tlie principal pilot was 
one Ximenes, s^^Bifcayan, and a great cofmographer. 
The orders from \ the Marquis were, firit to go in 
fearch of Hurtado^ Vfld in cafe of not finding him, to 
go upon a voyage of difcovery of iicw iflands, efpecial- 
ly thofe which were reported to be: Yich in pearJs. The 
Bifcayan pilot, before they failed, was always telling 
the others how he would bring them to countri^ 
where they fliould all make their fortunes* Many 
were weak enough to believe him, The firfl: night 
after they left the port of Guantepeque, a gale of 
wind rqfe and feparated the veffels, which never after- 
wards joined company, Grijalva not chopfing to be 
under the command of Bezerra, who was vei:y haugh^, 
. ^y, be had alio another motive, in wifliing to keep 

/ ^ *the merit of any difcoveries he ihpuld make, to him-? 

^ .; felf. After failing two hundred leagues, he came to 
^ an Ifland which was uninhabited, and which he nam^ 
^d Santo Tome. Bezerra and his pik>t Ximenes had 
^ quarrel upon their voyage, and the former having 
- ^ade himfelf very odious by his domineering difpo- 
fition, the pilot formed a plot for th^ aflaíGai^ttion o^ 
him and feveral more, which he put in execution one 
night as the captain ? 1 the otherj^ were fleeping. 
The fanguinary views of the confpirators went much 
firtherjit but the iijterceilion of two Francifcan friars 
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faved the lives of many who yere alrea4^^ Hecc^ng 
from their treachery, but whom, togethej; with the 
friars, they determined to hnd in Xalifcof Ximenej* 
taking the command upon the death of Mezerra, and 
continuing his route, difcovered an iflalid to jsyhich 
he gave the name of Santa Cruz. }|t w^isfaid $hat 
peark were found on its coafts. It^as inhabited by 
favages, and here he determined Jji put the friars and 
thofe whofe lives had been fpaxfed at their interceffio» 
on fliore, which he aiscordingly did, and being in 
want of water, he went to the fliore at the fam&time 
in fearch of it| they h^ been on the ifland but a 
very ihort jk!me when the natives came down upon 
them, and put every perfon they found to death, i¡k 
view of thofe on bo:*rd the Ihip.. 

This gave the Manjuis great vexation^ He no^ 
determined not to truft saiy one, but to go in perfon, 
having three fliips ready to launch in the port of 
Guantepeque. When the Spaniards c£ thofe countriei 
faw that he intended to embark upon a voyage of 
difcovery, they thought fuccefe was cert^n, and num*^ 
bers prepared to follow him as foldiers, above one 
hundred and thirty of whom were married m©n, aad 
brought their wives with them^ They were in all? 
above three hundred and twenty, the women include 
cd. The Marquis left Mexico accompanied by An-. 
dres de Tapia andfcveral other officers, fome ecde^ 
fiaftics, phyficiansj, iurgeons, and an apothecary, and 
hijfing embarked, ijri the month of May, one thoun. 
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j^4 fi'^ hundred and ti^lrtyfix, Qt feven, he fet fail 
for the iflan4 of Santa Cruz, with as many colqnifts 
f^ fokUigrs as the veffels cpuld contain } and having^ 
arrived there after a profperpus yoyage, he fent back 
the fliips to l>ring the remainder of his people.- The 
feco^d voyage was not £b fortunate. Tb^y met with 
gaks of wind, in which they were feparated near the 
ííver of St., Petfer and St. Pi^l', one v^l only arriv- 
ing dft the ifland of Santa Cruz, where the Marqui» 
dñxioujly expefted them, as the ppovifions, of which 
lie began to be in great want, were on board. Of 
thofe veffels whidi did not join him at Santa Crúz^ 
gaae was ñranded on the coaft of Xalifco, and the peo» 
pie on board being tired of the bufinefd quitted heat 
there; mc^Ek of them returning to New Spain'. Thii 
was the one which contained the provifions. The 
other came to a bay, which they named, from the 
quantity of guayava^s, Guays^vaJ* 

During this time the Marquis and thcrfe with hifii. 
wercfamiftiiAg upon this uncultivated iflan^* Twen* 
ty-ihree of the foldieis died of abfolute diftrefe, and 
the reft wqxp finking every day, and curfing his expe- 
ditions aipld difcaveries. Their fituation and mur- 
lavrs CQi^pdled him at length to go in fearch of his 
ihips,«idhe accordii^ly embarked with fifty foldfers, 
3ti^i»dgii^ that th^y mi^ft have been driven on the 
coaft ip tfce &orms, he fearched in that dhreftion, 
and after fame time found one as before mentioned, 
ftranded on the coaft of Xalifco, and abandoned }ff 
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the people. The other, was met with by him amongft 
fome rocks. Having got them repaired and afloat; 
with much trouble, he brought them to his ifland oí 
Saftta Cruz, and a quantity of provifions being now 
ferved out to the íimiíhed foldiers, they cat thereof in 
fuch a manner that the half of them died. ^ * 

• The Marquis, in order to avoid fuch a fcene of diC 
trcfi, embarked in purfuit of hew difcoveries, and 
during this voyage fell in with the land of Cs^fornia. 
He was by that time as heartüy tired of the bufinefe ai 
any one, but he could not bear the thoughts of re», 
turning, after fuch cxpenfes and loflcs, without hav- 
ing eScdied f(Mnething, left his misfortunes ihould be 
afcribed to the curfes of the conqfocrors of Mexico, 
his ancient companions. 

The marchionefs dd VaHc, hearing of the lofe of on^ 
of the veffels on the coaft, grew very apprehcnfive, 
and accordingly fitted out two Ihips, which failed un- 
der the command of one Ulloa, in fearch of the 
Marquis and his fquadron, with letters from his lady 
and the Viceroy eameftly foliciting his return. UBol 
was fortunate enough to light upon him, aftd the 
Marquis fuffered himfdf tobe prevailed upon, za4 w>- 
turned to Mexico by the port of Acapulco, leavii^ 
Ulloa in commsftid o£ the iquadron. His fmwi0ñ^ 
joiced the Spaniards, who feared always that theni 
live chiefs, not being awed by him, would break out 
into revolt. In a Auirt ^me after his lu'rival, the- peoi 
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pic wtiom he had left in California returned, but I 
cannot fay whether in confequence of orders from the 
government or not. 

After the Marquis had repofed for a few months, h« 
i&tted out another expedition of two fliip?, under the 
command of Francifco de Ulloa, already named by 
me, who fidled from the port of Natividad in the 
month of Junc,iof I forget what year, with orders to 
examine the coaft of California, and to fearch for cap- 
tain Hurtado, who never had been heard of. Ulloa 
employed in this voyage about feven months, at the 
expiration of which he returned to Xalifco, without 
having effeded any thing j and going for a few days 
on ihone to rqpoff, a foldier, who bore a malice againft 
him, took an opportunity to wayJay and aflaflinatc 
him, and thus ended the difcoveries of the Marquis 
del Valle, in which he expended, as I have heard him 
declare, above three hundred thoufand crowns. 

In order to get fome allowance from his Majefty 
for this lofs, he determined to go to Caftille ; he had 
alfo other bufijiefs which called him there, fuch as 
the depute about his vaflals, and the reftitution of 
his property which had been feized by Nuno de Guz- 
man, now prifoner in Old Spain. I will conclude 
this leconnl by obferving, that it appears that the 
Marquis nev«r profpered from the time of his firft 
conqueft of New Spain ; and his ill fortune is afcrih- 
4^dto the cur&s with which he was loaded* 

The 
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The Viceroy and court of royal audience had ícnt \ 
out a military force, commanded by an oiEcer nameá 
Francifco Vafquez Coronado, who married the virtu* 
cus and fair daughter of the treai^rer Efirada. Co- 
ronado left his government cf Xalifco to an officer 
named Onate, and after he had been for fome months 
in the country to which he was fent, and which was 
named Celibola, or the Seven Ci4es, a Francifcan friar 
' named Marcos de Nica returned from thence to Mex- 
ico to give an account of the country to the Viceroy. 
He defcribed it as conlifting of fine plains full of herds 
of cattle, but which were quite different in their ap- 
pearance from thofe of Caftille. The hou&s he de- 
fcribed as having two ftories, and ftairs, and tjie 
towns as being populous. He alfo reprefented that, 
as it lay near the Pacific Ocean, a fupply of necefla- 
ries could.be fent to the Spanifli force, conveniently, 
in that direction. It was for this reafon that three 
Ihips were fent thither under the command of Her- 
nando de Alarco, an officer in the Viceroy's houfe- 
hold. 

I muft not omit to mention the particulars of the 
great armament prepared by Don Pedro de Alvarado 
in the year one thouiand five hundred and thirty- 
feven, in the port of Acaxatla on the Pacific Oceaa« 
This fleet was fitted out by Alvairado in confeqiiienfie 
of permiííion obtained from his Majefty, by whom 
he was granted certain rents and advantages in fucbi 
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«óuWSriés as he íhould difcover towards the weft ; 
that is to fay> China^ the Molucca and Spice Iflands* 

AlVárádó, bding always 2éaloü» for his Majefty's 
fervice, as appeared by his conduit in Mexico and 
Peru, was anxious tfiat this expe4ition Ihould exceed 
wiy other that had ever been fitted out. It confined 
of thirteen fail, amply provided* The port at which 
the preparations were made was above two hundred 
leagues diftant from that of Vera Cruz, from which 
all the iron, and moft other neceffary articles, were 
to be brought by land carriage* The confequenc© 
was, that- the money expended would have built 
¿jghty fuch fliips in Seville. All the wealth Aiva-' 
rado brought f^om Peru, what he got from the 
mines of Guatimala, with the rents of his eftates, and 
the prefents of his friends and relations, were Infúf- 
ficieñt, although the merchandize was taken tipon 
crediti The expenfe attending the ihips was no- 
thing in comparifon to that of his .. army, confifting 
of fix hundred and fifty foldiers with their officers^ 
and a number of horfes, of which latter a good one 
could not be procured for lefs than three hundred 
crowns* Alvarado failed fome time in the year one 
thoufand five hundred and thirty-eight, for the har- 
bour of the Purification, in the province of Xalifco, 
where he was to take in water, and embark more fol- 
diers. Whtsn the Vicoroy heard of this great arma- 
ment, he became anxious to have a ihare in it, and 
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went with Alvarado to view his fleet, after which 
they returned to Mexico. 

Alvarado wiflied to have a réíiftion of his own, 
named Juan, (not the Juan de Alvarado of Chiri* 
bito) as general, and the Vicei*ojr was anxious that 
an officer named ViHalobos Ihould have the com* 
mand, conjointly wiih him. Things were in this 
ftate when Alvarado was obliged to return to bis 
fleet at the port of Natividad ; and being there, and 
Juft ready to fail, he received a letter from Chrif- 
toval de Onate, who was left in command at Xalifco 
in the abfence of Franciico Coronado, requefting hia 
immediate affiftance to iave him and the fettlément 
from the deftruftion with which they were threateneáj 
by the force of the neighbouring Indians of Cochit* 
ian. Alvarado fet oflF with his trooftó to their relief^ 
*nd found them in a moft defperate fituatioR in- 
deed. The infurgents rather decreafed the violence 
of their attacks upon the appearance of Alvarado's 
forces but ftill hoftilities were carried on, and one 
day that Alvarado was pUrfuing fome of the enemy 
i^mong the rocks and ¿lounlains where they had re* 
treated^ a foldier who was on horfeback at a confit 
derable height above him on the fide of a mountaifi, 
;iind whofe horfe had loft his footing, came, horfc 
and all, rolling down the precipice,' and ftrildng Alva- 
radoj» brought him down with them* By this acd- 
dent he was fo. much bruifed, that, in confequence 
thereof, ?ind of being, removed too fuddenly to the 
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town of the Pacificatiori|*lie was feized with fánting 
fits, and in the courfe of a few days gave up the 
ghoft. God pardon his ,fins! Some iay that hé 
made a will previous to his death, but it never ap- 
peared. He was .buried with as much ceremony as. 
could be beftowed upon his funeral, and his remains 
were, as I have heard, afterwards removed to the 
town of Piripito by Juan de Alvarado^. hia relation^ 

As foon as the news of his death was known to hia 
fleet and army, numbers difcharged themfelves, and 
returned to their homes with what they had receiv- 
ed. In Mexico he was greatly regretted^ The Vice- 
roy fent off immediately the licentiate Maldonado, to 
4ake proper fteps to prevent any confufion likely to 
cnfuc, and ihortly after, following in perfon, collefted 
what remained of the foldiers, and, marching againlt 
the infurgents in the rocks, after a tedious, expedid 
tion iucceeded in reducing them,. The lofe of Alva- 
rado was feverely felt in his family. As foon as the 
fatal intelligence arrived in Guatimala, the bilhop D. 
Francifco Marroguin, of excellent memory, and all 
the clergy, affifted in rendering him the funeral ho- 
nours. His major domo alfo, to ihew his forrow, cauf- 
^d the walls of his houfe to be painted black, which 
colour they remained ever after. Many cavaliers 
waited upon his lady. Donna Beatrix de la Cueva, and 
her family, in order to confole them, for their diftrefs. 
was very great. They told her that flie fliould give, 
thanks to God, fince it was his will to take her huf-, 
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band ; to which ihe as a jgf^ chfiftian ajQ^nted, bt^ 
ohf^rved, that ihe wiihed to be free from this melan» 
cjioly world, and all its misfortimcs.t 

Thefe circumfl^rit^ I mention, b^caiife the hifton 
rian Gomara attributes the unfortunate event whichk 
Shortly afterwards befel her to her having fpoken 
blafphemoufly, in faying that God ?c»ild do. her xiQ 
more injury than flie had already fuffered. She met 
with her death i^ the foUowing manner \ A d^ge 
of water and mud broke frpm the volcano which i$ 
^t the diitance of about h?Jf a league froi?i Guatima- 
la, and, bringing with it great quantities of larg^ 
ftójies, aíid. tr^e?, overwhelmed the houfe q£ .I>onn^ 
Beatrix, ^^4JÍ||^s at the time praying with her wor 
men. As lb the words which Gomai:^ afcrihes tct 
her, ihe never uttered them, ^pr wai^ her death a 
judgoient of God in any refpe£t. But \ muft obfervc 
the particularities of the fate of thisi family. Al-i 
though Alvarado ?Lnd his. four brothers had ferved his ' 
i^ajefty £b zealqufly, not any part of his property de? 
fcended to his children, p. Pedro, d^ Alvarado died 
^s I have related, by an uncqmjpion accident ili Co? 
chitlan; his .brother George died in the city of 
Madrid, in the year one thoufand five hundred and 
forty, being then foliciting bis. Majefty for fonae re-; 
ward; Gom?2 de Alvaracfedied in Peru, Gonzsalo^da 
Alvarado in Mex;ico.or Guaxáca, I forget which, a^id 
Juan on his voyage to the ifland of Cuba, His elde£^ 
fon going with, his relation Juan de Alvarado thq • 
A ' youngeif' 
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yfinger to wait on his Majefty, and folidt a recom-t 
pcfcce for his father's fervices, the Ihip wherein they 
went was Iqft, and neither they nor it were ever 
Jieard of after they fet iaiU Don Diego, the younger 
fon, feeing his fortunes defperatfi, Returned to Peru, 
where he died in battle, and the lady of Pedro de 
Alvarado, with the female part of his family, one on-» 
ly excepted, wer« drowned by a torrent from a vol- 
cano. Now, curious readers, réfleét on what I have 
related of the fate of this family j and may our Lord 
Jefus Chrift take them into his holy glory ! Amen. 
The only furvivor. Donna Leonora, one of his 
daugl^ters who was Ikved from the torrent, has cauf* 
ed to be built two fepulchres in the greajt church of 
thiá city of Guatimala^ to receive the jfefc^ of her' 
relations^ 

In about a year after the death of D. Pedro d^íM* 
varado, the Viceroy coUefted the beft of the thirteen 
'ihips which compofed his fleet, and fent them, under 
the command of an officer named Villalobos, to maka 
difcoveries to the weftward ; but what the refult was, 
I never heard. As to the expenfes incurred by A1-. 
varado, he never recovered any part of *them, nor 
iiis family after him. 

The Marquis del Valle being in Spain at the time 
of the expedition againft Algiers, and attending hi& 
Majefty in it, with his eldeft fon, and alfo Doa Mar- 
tin^ his fon by Donna Marina, the fleet was difperfed 
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in a ftonn. The vcffel on board which the M arquif ' 
was being ftranded, he, his fons, and the other cava- 
Kers, reached the fliore with very great difficulty* 
His fervants have related, that before he quitted the 
veiTel, he tied round his arm iaa handkerchief a quan* 
tity of jewels of ineftimable value, which he wore, 
according to the cuftom of great lords, as we iay 
** para no mencfter,*' or becaufe they are not want- 
ing ; but in the confufion of quitting the veflel, by 
fome accident they were all loft. On account of this 
difafter to the fleet, the council of^^rar were ó£ opi- 
nion to raife the fiege immediately. To this council 
the Marquis was not fummoned, but he is laid to 
'have declared, that had he been prefent at it he 
would have given his vote for the continuation of 
tlie fiege, and that if it had been his fortune to have 
had fuch brave foldiers as thofe who firft accompanied 
him to Mexico, he would entertain no doubt of 
fucceis. 

Tne Marquis was now grown old, and he was 
worn down by fatigues ; he was therefore very anxi- 
ous to return to New Spain; but a treaty of marriage* 
was on foot between his elfleft daughter. Donna 
Maria Cortes, for whom he had fent to Mexicé^ and 
Don Alvaro Pinez Oforio, fon and heir to the Mafe. 
quis of Aftorga. The lady was to have a fortune of 
a hundred thoufánd ducats, and the Marquis ha^ 
gone as far as Seville to meet her on her arrival 19 
Spain } but the match was broken off, as it is find, bf 
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*the %ult of Don Alvaro. The Marquis was greatly 
difpleafed, and, being in a bad ftate of health before^ 
he declined fo rapidly that he found it neceffary to 
retire from Seville to Caftileja de la,Cucfta, to attend 
to his foul, and make his laft teftament. Having ar- 
ranged all his aflfairs for this and the next world, it 
was the Lord's will to take him from this trouble-^ 
fome ftate, on the fecond day of December, one 
thouiand five hundred and forty-feven. He was bu- 
ried with great jgpip in'the chapel of the Dukes of 
Medina Sidonia, but his remains were afterwards, 
according to his will, brought to New Spain, and in- 
terred in Cuyoacan or Tezcuco, I am uncertain , 
which. In regard to his age, I will give the beft ac- 
count that I am able. In the year one thoufand fiv« 
hundred and nineteen, when we went with him from 
Cuba to New Spain, he ufed to tell us that he was 
thirty-four years of age ; from one thoufand five 
Jiundred and nineteen, to one thouiand five hundred 
and forty-feven, is a period of twenty-eight ytars, 
which makes him at the time of his death exadly 
fixty-two years old. 

The legitimate children of the Marquis dd VaUc 
were^^oii Martin the prefent Marquis, Donna Maria 
before mentioned, who married the Count de Luna 
de Leon. Doni>a Juana, who married Don Hernan- 
do Enriquez, heir to the Marquis of Tariffa, and 
Donna Catalina de Arrellano, who died in Seville. 
Thefe ladies came with the Marchionefe from Mexi- 
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i CO ; her brother Fnt. Anthonio de Zuniga being feiit 
for them. One daughter, named Donna Leonora^ 
yas married in Mexico^ to a rich Bifea^Kin namefd 
Juanes* de Tolofa, which alliance gav^ great offence to 
the young Marquis* He alio left two natural fons^ 
one by Donftá Marina, named Don Martin, who was 
commander of the order of St. Jago. The other^ 

. Don Luis, who was a commander of the fame ordcr^ 
was the, fou of a ladyj by name De HermofiUa. He 
had alio three natural daughters : pne, by an Indian 

- woman of Cuba, was named Donna " Kzarro ; the 
others were by a Mexican woman* Thefe ladies w^e 

. all left great fortunes. The Marquis alfo> having due 

.^time, took care of his foulj by difcharging his j^i 
endowing an hofpital in Mexico, and a monafteryof 
nuns in his own town of CuyoacaUé 

"The motto and arms which \^ere granted to him 
were well adapted to a vaKant warrior* The fbrnaei 
being in Latin I Will fay nothing about, becaufe J do ' 
jiot tinderftand that language. His arms were the 
heads of feven kings in a chain, rdprefenting Moüt^ 
«urSt, Cacamatzin, Guatimotzin, Tulapa, Coadlava* 
Ca, and the princes of Tacuba and Cuyoacan^ . .- 

I will now proceed to defcribe the perfon a:nd dii* 
polition of the Marquis* He was of a good ftatura 
and ftroiig built, t)f a rather pale complexion, and fe* 
tious countenance. His features were, if faulty^ 
rather too fujall } hi* eyes mild and grave* Hit bc^d 
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WSÉ black» diin» andfcanty} hb hair mthe ümt: 
taaimer. His breaft and Ihoulders were broad, aud 
ius body very thin. He was very well limbed, and 
his legs rtther bowed ; ^ art exfcellent horfeman, aud 
dcs^erous in the ufe of arms. He alfo poflefied the 
heart and mind, which is the principal part of the 
bufinefe. I have heard that when t& was a Jad in 
Hlfpaniola,-he was very wild about women, and that 
he had ieveral duels with able Jfwordfinen, in which 
he always came off with viftory. He had the fear of 
a fword-wound near his under lip, which appeared 
through his beard if clofely examined, and which 
he received in fome of thofe afiairs. In his appear-* 
anee, manners, tranfaftions, converfation, table, and 
drtis, every thing bore the appearance of a great lord. 
His clothes were according to the faihion» of the 
time ; he was not fond of filks, damaiks, or velvets, 
but every thing jdain, and very handfome j nor did 
he wear large chains of gold, but a fmall one of prime 
workmanihip, bearing the image of our Lady the 
Blefled Virgin with her precious Son in her arms, and 
a Latin motto j and on the reverfe, St. John the 
Baptift, with another motto. He w^re on his firtger 
a ring with a very fine diamond, and in his cap, 
which according to the fafliion of that day was of 
velvet, he bore a medal, the head and motto of which 
I do not recoiled ; but latterly he wore a plain doth 
cap, without any ornament. 
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His table was always mágmácently attended íbé 
ferved:, with four major domos or prindpaí officers, 
á ni^ber of pages, and i great quantity of plate, botfe 
gold and ¿Iver. He dined heartily at mid-áay, an<i 
drank a glafe of wine mixed with water, of about half 
a pint. He was not nice in his food, nor expenfiye^ 
except ¿m particular occafions where he faw the pro- 
i^riety of it. He was very affaHe with all his captainá 
and foldiers, efpecially thofe who acQ^mpanied hini 
in his firft expedition from Cuba. . He was á Latínift^ 
and, as Í have been told, a bachelor in laws. He was 
alfo fóméthing of a ppet, and ^ very good rhetorician j 
ytry d€yout to our Holy Virgin, and his advocates 
St. Peter, fft; Jago, and St. John the Baptift in par- 
ticular ; an¿ charitable to the poor. When he fwore, 
he ufed to fay, " By my confcience P* and when he 
^as angry with any of us, his friends, he would hy^ 
** Qh Í may you repent it.^ When he wa^ very 
^ahgry, 'the veins in his ihroat and fotehead ufed td 
iwell ; and whéh in great wrath, he would not utter 
a fyUable to any one* He was very {iatient Under iñ- 
fults or injuries ; for fome of the foldiers were sÉ, 
times very rude^and abufive with him ; but he nevrf' 
refented their conduit, althou^ he Jiad often grcs^. 
reafon to do fo* In fuch cafes he ufed only to fity^ 
" Be filent," or, " Go away, in God's ñame, ^á 
^' take care not to repeat this conduct, or I, will havp 
^'you ]putiiihed**' He Was very determined an4 
headftf ong in 'all bufineis of war, not attending tff^ 
any remonftraiices on account of dang^ } an in^anee . 
. ^^ of 

^'"^"•T^^'T f^ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^ ,THE CONQUEST Of WSICO. 3^3 

«f which he ihewed in the attack of thofe fortreflfes. 
called the rocks of the M^irq^is ; which h^ forced us 
to fcale, Contrary tb our opinions, sgad where neither 
courage, counfel, oFwifdom, coiüd give any rational 
Jiope of fucceis. * Another inftance was given by him 
of his obftinacy in regard tü the expedition againft 
-X)e Oli. I repeatedly advifed him to go by the moun- 
tains; but he perfifted in adhering to the coaft, 
whereas if hc^had gone in the dire<ition that I propoi^ 
cd he would have found towns the whole way, of 
which the following route is a proof; Onacacualco, 
the high road to Chiapa, frotn that to Guatimala, 
and from thence to Naco. Where we had to ereÁ^^a 
fortrefs, Cortes was the hardeft labourer in the trench-» 
es ; when we were going into battle, hfe jvas as foK 
ward as any. * ' 

Cortes was very fond of play, both at cards» and: 
dice, and while playing he was very affable and good, 
humoured. He ufed frequently, at fuch times, thofe 
cant expreiHons which perfons who game are accüf^ 
tomed to do. In military fervice he praftifed 'the 
moft ftrii^ attention to difcipline,* conftantly^ going 
the rounds in perfom during the nighty vifiting the 
quarters of the foldiers, and feverely reprehending 
thofe whom he found without their armour and ap- 
poiirtmen^s, and not ready to turn out ; repeating to 
them the proverb, that ** It is a bajd fheep which can- 
liot carry , its own wool." On our expedition to 
Higueras I perceived that he had acquired a habit * 

which. 
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which I had 'never before obferved in him, and ft 
was tih i after eating, if he did not get his ¿efta, or 
ileep, his fiomach was afiefted, mnd he fell &ck. For 
this reafon, when en the journey, let the rain be ever 
fo heavy, or the fun ever fo hot, he always repofed 
for a ihort time after his repaft, a carpet or cloak be- 
ing fpread ijnder a tree, on which he lay down, and 
having flept a fliort tii^e he mountedJüs horfe and 
proceeded on his journey. When we were engaged 
in the wars during the conqueft of New Spain, he 
was very thin and ilender, but after his return fiiofn 
Ifigueras he gr^w fat, and acquired a belly. He at 
this time trlnuned his beard,, which had not begun to 
grow white, in the ihort fafliion* In his early life J^ . 
-was very Uberal, but g^eir dofc latterly ; fome of hfe 
,ieryants comfdaining that he &d not pay them as he 
ou£^ : and I have alio to ot^erv§ tix^ in his latta: 
imdertakings he neVer fucc^eded. Perhaps fuch was' 
the-'wdll.of Heaven, his reward being reiefved foir 
another pbce ; for he was a good cavalier, and very ¿^ 
jdevout to the Poly Vir^n, and alfo to St. Paul 2^ * .. 
other hcdy Saints, Crod pardon him his fins, and rife •* 
mine ; and give me a good end, wMch is b^ter Úimí . 
all conquefts ajad viftoiies. over Indians* . 

.^ .IB ' 
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CHAPTER X. . A* 

^.numeration and Account of the valiant Companions who 
fajfed over to the Ctmquejl ofiNew Spain with the mojl 
adventurous and magnanimous Dm Hernando Cortes^ 
Marquis afthe Valley. Advantages refulting from the 
Conquejl. Tranfaélions at Court. Concluding Obfer- 
vations of the Author. 

ri ¿he lift of the conquerors of Mexico the firift is 
the Marquis Don H. Cortes ; Math him came the 
following officers and foldiers : Don P. de Alvarado, 
comnaander of St. Jago, adelantado aad governor of 
Guatimala, Honduras, and Chiápa; he was about 
thirty.foiir yegirs erf age when he came to this coun- 
try^ of ahandf(Hn|^ perfon, very cheerful countenance, 
' and mild look ; for which reafon he was called by the 
Me»caBS^ " Tonatio," which fignifies the fun : he was 
very a£tive, and a good horieman ; of a generous dit 
pc^tion» 2üid courteous manners, very i^endid in hk 
<lreis, wearing a gold chain with a medal rpuAd his 
neck, 9nd, a diainond ring on bis finger. 

F, de Montejo was of the middle ftature, of a 

cheerful countenance, and gay difpofition : at the time 

of his «rrival here he w:as about thirty-five years of 

age ; he was fitter for bufinefe than war, and of a 

fiberal turn, expending more than he received. He 

arrived to the dignity of adelantado and governot tn^ 

Yucatan, ind died in Caftille. 

Captain 
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Captain G. de Sandoval was at the time of his ar-* 
rival here about twenty-two years of age. He was 
joint governor of New Spain fbr about eleven mcmths ^ 
in this officer coumge and judgment were cooo^Hned.. 
He was robuft in body, his legs rather bowed, and his 
countenance mafculine j his hair and beard were 
curled, and of a light brown ; his voice was rough, 
and fomewhat terrible, and he ftammeyed a little ; he 
was a plain man, and one who did not &[iow much of 
letters, not avaricious of gold, but attentive to his 
bufineis, like a good officer ; feeing that his foliUéns 
did their duty well, and taking good care of them. 
He was not fond of rich driles, but went plain and 
likf a foldier. He had the befl horfe that ever was. 
ieen ; he was a cheihut, with a ilar in his forehead^ 
and his near foot white ; his nan^ was Motilla ^ he 
became a proverb, íb that when any horfe was extra- 
ordinarily good, we ufed to iay he was as good as 
Motilla, Sandov^d was an officer fit for any nation ; 
he was a native of Medellin, and an Udalgo j his father . 
was aj3r alcalde of a caiUe. 

Don C. de CMi was a Hc£b3r in battle, but Jus j 
judgment was not equal to his valour, and he requir- 
ed to be kept under <t)mmand. The captains De 
Alvarado, De Sandoval, and De Oli, were in high 
cftimation with his Majefly, who was pleafcd to iay 
that he had tliree in N^w Spain who might be QÓm- 
pared with the greateft the World had produced.* 
"ortes alio ufed to talk highly x)i his qjpcers and ibl- 

diers. 
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ifters, hut' what Bernal Diaz ¿cT Caftíllo thuíWupon 
the fubje<a is this; that if what Cottes aft^wards 
faid in their favour, he had written at firft to his Ma- 
jefty, he would have done right ; but at that time hfc 
made no mention of * our valiant aftions, nor even 
bur names ; but only faid, " this I did ; this I order- 
ed to be done ;*' whereas I think the leaft he fliould 
kave done was to make mention of us. I will now 
return to my ¿numeration of our oflGlcers and foidiers. 

J. V. de Leon, native of Old Caftillc, was about 
twenty^feven years of age, well proportioned, and 
robuft i hi^ beard was red and curled, his voice rough 
and fierce, and he ftammered a little. He was a ca- 
valier of good manners, and generous, fliaring what 
he had with his companions ; he killed a perfon of 
tonfequence in the ifland of ififpaniola, for which he 
was obliged to conceal himfelf, and the officers of 
juftice ' never were able to apprehend him, he made 
fuch refiftance. He was moft valiant both on horfe- 
back and on foot. He died at the bridge. 

jb. de Ordas, from the neighbourhood of Campos, 
Was about forty years of age j he was captain of the 
foidiers armed with fword and buckler, not being a 
horfeman i he was very valiant, and wife ; ftrong, and 
of good fts^ture ; of á mafcilline countenance, and 
. black, thin b^afd. ^ In fpeaking, there were certain 
words which he could not pronounce j he was ge- 

ner(^s^ 
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nerouft, tnd c^ good nunjiersA He was coi§maiKlee. 
of St» Jago» and governor of Marajuon, where l^e 
died. 

• 
Captain t.. Marin wa« valiant, and iiout buUt ; bow 
le^ed, with a red beard, and a full and cheerful 
countenance, flightly marked with the fmall pox. 
He was about thirty years of age, and a native of St, 
,Lucar, lUping 1 little, like the ScvilUans» He was a 
good horfemaa, and of mild manners } he died in 
Mechoacan. % 

Captain P. de Irdo was of middle ftature, cheof- 
ful countenance, and duck legged ; a great boailer 
of his expbits, but by what we could jperceive in him 
good for very Uttle. He was always repeating cer- 
tain ftories of the Count de Urena, and Don Pedro 
Giron^ We iifedto caU him Adages without deeds, 
fíe was for a time captain under Sandoval during 
the fiege, and died in Mexico. 

A."de Avik was of» good perfcMi and countenance, 
clear and fenfible in his converiation, very vali^fit, 
añlf about thirty-three years of s^. He was %aft 
with his companions, but proud, fond of commiuxd- 
ing, and impatient of control, with a confidetaUe 
fliare of envy and turbulence, infomudi tha^ CSnttes 
could not bear to have him near him ; he ther^^fi^r^ 
took ^e t$:it he Ihould be employed in fuch fSairs 
ts j|N)uld draw him to a diftance. H%:was unck^to 

the 
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^E^ Qvali^rs the fons of ^enavides, who were behead- 
"td in Mexico. He died in th^it city or in* "íiKítan. 

A. de Monjare^ #?is of middKng ftatiire, and a 
good countenance; he afted as' captain during the 
£ege, but Was always an invaJid. He was aged about 
thirty years, and died a natuJral death. 

C. de Otea was a native ef MediaaDd Campo^ 
and a moft .Valiant fdáief . He was about twenty-fix 
years 'of age, of the middle ftaturei with a mafcuMne 
4ut pleafii^ countenance j Ms hair and beard a little 
'^Curled, and a clear voicc^ TJik foldier's- bravery was 
inch that we all ;heldüm in the hig^^ honour ; he 
l&ved the life of Cortes at SuchiniiUico, w&en the ene- 
my had feized and were carrying Mm off to dlacrifice; 
^nd a feóond time upon the caeufeway of Irfeiúco wbm 
lie was in a' ítífl .more delira* Auation» bdng 
jwounded and in the hands of a number of thelndiarS, 
th0 brave De Olea, though mortally wound^^f yiéíl^ 
his fword Jdlled and beat off every one of thefe who * 
were upon-Cortes, tifus favinf bis general^ life, ,and 
lofing his own at the fame time. ^ Whenihe p^rfiyi 
*i&f tMs valian€^fol<Ker r^nars to my mind, and th!? 
mzúhér he ufed to fi^tat our fides^ the tears flow 
frofti my eyes, for he was my towjifinan, and we.were 
relaítéd'to the feme families. " •** . . 

* 6. Domínguez, and Laics, were fcÜdierrbf high 

renown, an^^tnight be put in colnpariioj^L with>«ttM; 
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the firft died by the fisdl of his horfe, the Ctoot^*^ 
the battle of Obtumbs. 

A. de Tapia was aged about twenty-fotir years, oif 
si pale com|ricxion and grave countenance. He 1^» 
m vaUañt captain, and died in Mexico, a natural deaths 

» 

}• de Efcalante was a teiptain ; he died at Villa Ri-* 

tk. F. de Lugo, á brave officer, aftedas captsán ócca-. 

fionally ; he was the natural fon of a woilthy gentle^- 

man at Medina dé! Campo ; he died a natural death. 

Gregorio de Monjaraz, a good foldier, Iq^ his hear» 

ing during the fiege, and died a natural death. Fouf 

brothers of Don P. de Alvarado» J. Xaramillo was 

an officer of jpaeiit j he died a natural death. ChriB 

tcrv^iloits, a Worthy fddier. Chriftoval de Gan^k 

boa, equerry to Cortes. One Calcedo^ a wealthy^ 

man* Francifcp de Bonal, a good fiWier. M^kiona- 

do, furnamed " the broad,** á good foldier. Francit 

CO Alvarez Chica, a man of bufinefs* Francifqaidc 

Torrazas, itiajof domo to Cmtes, a pcrfim of merit* 

• Chriftoval del Corral, ^r enfign ; an officer of meriti 

tAifthbnio de Villaroel, fome time enfign. Alonzo dé 

Grado; one fitter for bufinefs than war; by his ifl|* 

portunitres he induced Cortes to give hám the daugh* 

►!^ fer of Montezuma in marria^ FrancifcQ Flores, t 

very noble perfon. De Sofis. There ^re4ppi:|f»x>f 

thM namte ; one was fu i l ii p i ed, ** cafquete,'* pr *^iltti- 

tle-lkufiT'' another caUeé íiimíHf "De la Huerta f' 

but «re called him " filk coat," bccaufeJi(fapded hím^ 

. ^ m 
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IBf on hiy drefe. Another was^ named •* De Atrafi 
la Puerta/' becaufe he always lat behind the door o£ 
his houfe, obferving the paflengers in the ftreet. 
Bernardino Vafquej de Tai»a j a perfon x)f wealth 
tnd cohfequence»^ Junn Lopez de Ximena, alcalde 
msgor of Vera Cruz. Juan de Cufiar, a good horfe- 
man, married the handfome daughter of the lord of 
Tezcuco, named Donna Anna. Another Cuellar, re- 
lated to F. Verdugo. Santos Hernández, whom we 
^d to call ?* the good old ranger/* Pedro Moreno, 
Medrano, alcaide in Vera Cru?^ a good foldier, and. 
nn Hpriglii judge. Roman Lopez, a perfon of 
eminence* Ji^n de Limpias Carayajal, grew deaf 
during the fiege, where he was. captain of a veffeL 
Melchor de Calvez. Villandrando, fidd to have been. 
rdated to the Coomt of Rihad^o. OiTorio, a good 
foldier. Rodrigo de Caftaaeda, a good ibldier. Juan 
de Naicara» a good.foldier. Ojeda, who loft an eye. 
during the fiege, Alonzo Hernandez Puertoqarrero>, 
cou&i to the Count ©f Medellin. Hernando Bur-, 
gueno, a good foldier. Tirado de la Puebla, a man 
of bufineís. Hernandes de i^nis, a very brave fol- 
dier. Navarrete. Juan Flamenco. Francifco ¿el 
^arco, promoted to be a captain. Juan Perez, who 
Idlled his wife, the daughter of La Baguera. Najara, 
^ the hump backed," a moft valiant foldier.. Madrid, 
^*thct Juimp backed,** a very valiant foldier. Juan 
de Inhiefta. De AlamiUft^-.^i good crofs-bow-n^n. 
Moron, a fine mufician. Be V^irela, a good ibldier. 
^e Vülaj6i|||^ a perfon of coofequence, married to ^ 
^^ relatxoft. 
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relation of the fitít ^ife of Cartes. (kttíefráK^ 
Pacheco^ a perfon of diftindáoñ. Hernando de Ler- 
ma, or de Lema, i captain. Suare¿ the elder, whoi 
killed his wife with a Wow of a handpmifl*„ Lafios, 
who had a fuit about his diftrift. Garci Caro. One 
Ximenes. Amaya. Two Carmcnos, brothers. Oiie 
Vargas. Polanco. Juan de Ajragon. 1^. Eftevan. 
Bernardino de Coria, ftodorigo Rangel. Almodo- 
va, his fon> and jjephew» A reverend* father of the 
order of Mercy, named Fra. Bartholotne de Olmedo 5, 
a great theologian, a fine finger, and a virtuous man. 
Two nephews of Alonzo Hernández de PA>. Chrif- 
toval Diaz, á good crois-bow-man. Juan Siciliano» 
Diego de Coria. Juan Sedeño. Saragoffa, father to. 
the fcrivener in Mexico. Diego Martin de Agamante^^ 
a good foldicr. Diego ííerñandez, loíi his fight ; he 
was an alfiftant ihipwfight. Alvaro Lopez. One 
Yanea, who. went ta BSguef as ; during his abfence 
his wife took another huiband, with whom he left 
her. Martin de Alpedrino, Juan Alvarez Rubazo^ 
Gonzale» Sanchez, brave men, all l^ortuguefe. One 
Avila. One Efpinófa, áirnaméd " De la Bueña Bene-. 
" dicion,** from his often úfing the word. Perón, 
de Toledo. One San Juan. Aparicio Martin. Iz- 
^ guierdo,^ good foldi^. Morrales, an old man, lame 
. ' of a leg, alcalde in ordinary at Villa Rica, and a ftrift 
doer of juftice. Arcvalo, Juan Leon, Madrigal, in-, 
hatjitant^ of Villa Rica ; never were on fervice. Na- 
vyari:o., MaiizaniUa, an Indian of the iflands. Benito. 
^ Vejel^ a drummer >yho had fefved in Italy. Alonzo, 
*-■ it * . m Romero.^ 
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Romero. . Pedro lopez, á good-foldkr. Juan Gar-< 
Cia, Hernán Martin, amS another ; ftniths. Al'^aroí 
Gallego. Pedro de Tapia. Lorenzo Ginoves., 
Ochoa, a rich and eminent perfoij. Martín Vafqnezj; 
Hr man of eminence. Sebaftián Rodriguez, a ctofs-^ 
fcow-man and trumpeter. Penalofa, Juan Pere« 
Áftíaga, furnamed " Malintzin ;" a rich man. Pedros 
Gonzalez Sabiote, a good foWier. Aguilar, whom 
isrt found at the point of Camoche ; a good foldier. 
Pedro Valenciano. One TarifFa. Another of that 
¿ame, called by us *^ the meritorious/' beciufe h€ 
tsras always bragging of what he had done, and tllat^ 
he had not been ptoperly rewarded ; a prating fellow.. 
Pedro Sanchei: Farfan, á brave foldier j he aded aá. 
captairí. Efcdbar the bachelor, apothecary, furgeon,, 
and phyíiciañj hd ^ent ñiad.. Juan de Caceres the 
rich. Gonzalo Hurones. Ramirez the elder. Al^ 
totga. Toftádb. Pedro Valencia. Fra. Juan de las. 
Varillas, df the order of Metcy ; a good theologian^ 
and a Irirtüous man. Thofe enumerated above all 
died naturally. Franciibo de Saucedo, called *' the 
^Üañt." Francifco de Morla, a very brave foldier. ' 
De Lares, a good foldier and horfeman. Another of 
that name.' Ite Solis, ari old man. Benitez, a brave 
man. Jüaií Ruano, a good fdldier. Two fiephéws 
of Gonzales de Najara. Gonzalo Domínguez, very 
brave and an excellent horfeman. One De Md^a 
^ood foldier. Juan Alvarez Chico. A gooá' fofdiér 
who had loft one hand in CaftiUe by the courfe of; 
Juftice. One Tobillo, lame, as he iaid by i wound 

* . ireceAVeé, 
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• receii^d while fcftring under the great captafe* 
Gonzalo Lopez de Ximena. Oae Hlar, a good Kn^ 
' guift. Alonzo Luis, a good foldicr : being vo^r tatt 
he was called "the infant," Alonzo de Mojiroy, a 
good foldicr, fon of a commander of St. Stq^hen ; ho 
vent under thf name of Salamanca, Juan Rico <i|f. 
Alanis, a good /bldien Martin de Veiidabal. Fedrdr 

, Gallego. Three foldiers of the name pf TruxiBo,, 
brave men. De Valladcdid. De Angyüb, Francifca 
Gutierrez. Santa Clara. One Ximena. Two bro- 
thers of the name pf Florin. One Vargas. One De 
0^za, remarkajble £út pitchh^ a bar.. S^tholome 
Pardo^ Arbolanche, a very brave foldier. A nephew 
(if one Almodoyar. • Two brothers by name Marti- 
nez } biave men. Sancho (k Avila, w1k> is Md to 
have brought fix thouiand crowns in gpld to CaftiHe 
itom St. Domii^, having had the luck to fall 0}\ 
fome ^ff^Y rich mines there j he loft tbe whole at play^ 
and then joined us. Alonzo Hernandez de Palq,: 
Alonzo de la Mefta, and Rabaiul Montanez, good 
jfoldiers. Retamales. Gin^ Nortes, a. brave foldier. 
Luis Alonzo, an excel|e»t fwordOnan. A^nzo Ca*- 
talan, a good foldier. Canillas, a drummer, and a 
good foldier, havipg ferved in Italy, Hernandez^ 
Ifecretary to Cortes. Juan Diaz, belonged to the, ge- 
neral's houfehold. Balnor. Cardenas^ who iaid he 
was fon to a commander. Arguello, a jgood foldfer. 
Vafquei, a brave foldier. Arroyuelo. Piz^ro^-a re-*^ 
^| lation of Cortes, afted as captain j his |]^me was not 

* then remarkaljlc, nor |lxad Peru been jb^d of. Ma,,^. . 

gellane^ 
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jgi^mes, a brave foldier, a Portugtde, as was anothcrj 
% goldfmith. One Avila- Two of the name of Et * 
ipinofa. One of the name of San Juan, called ^' the 
lofty,** from his prefumptuOüfnefs. Caceres, a good 
fóldier.' Efcanola the younger. Alonzo de Talavera^ 
% good foldier. An Indian ^f the iflands, named 
Manzanilla. Galleguillo, a very little man. A fmith, 
Whofe name I forget. Paredes. Gonzalo Mexia 
Rapapdlo, who faid he was defeended froni the cor- 
fair of that, name in the reign of King John. Lucal 
Ginoves. Cervantes, a buffoon. Plazuela. Alonzc* 
Perez Ma&e, a brave foldier, married to a handfome 
Indian of the iflands. Alonzo dc Efcobar, a perfon 
of confideration, formerly ^ge to Velaiquez. Ponccr 
Méndez. An old crofg-bow-man, a great card plaver, 
whofe name I forget. Tht page OrteguiUa and his 
fether. Gaona. Luis Jarían. Morillas, one of 
the Toftados. ' I\>rras, a fine finger^ with a very fair 
complexion. Ortiz } he played on the fiddle and 
taught dancing. Serrano, a good foldier. Quintera. 
Andres de Mrfa. Alberza, a good foldier. Moft of 

thefe loft their Eves at the bridge, were facrificed, or 

fell in battle, 

Simon dé Cuenca was kíHied at Xícafonga, whh ten*. _^ 
fiiore foldiers. Francifco de Medina died in the hancfs 
of ale Indians with fifteen more. One De la Serfia 
«>liQ dffcovered fflver mines ; I do not know what is 
become of hte. Martin Lopez, the fliip carpenter »' 
who renderetfeck eminent fenrices } he is now Mvin^ * 

in»- 
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in Mexico. One XJracado, now living iñ Me^átúh 
Tilla Lobos rcturiied rich to Caftüle* jjim dd Ri0 
returned to .Caftille. Jüai^ Gomez returned rich 10 
Caftilic. Herman Lopez de Avila, ji truftee ojf the 
pffcds of the dead, r^Airned very rich to C^rflillea^ 
Pedro Efcudiro, Juan iC^ycmeno, á,nd his brother,- att 
good fpidiiirs, Oonzikto d^ -Ümbria, ^ pUot. F/anr 
i|:ifco de Orozco» had b^n } fol^ier in Ifaly^ 3.nd a^ied 
a^ captain during the lieg^ of '^s^q^ ^ I know np- 
^ing more of him. i^eiji ^#4 ^eqn^ ij^npiiier ia 
Italy ; was di:owned .in crpifir^g a j?iv^, after tiie coiv- 
qucft. Lu^s Velafquea^ and Martin V^enqiano, die^ 
in the ^x^^ition tp Higueras. -Alonso de Barriea^r 
-tos. Ju^ dd .^tierto, a good fol^if r, died pf difeafe,. 
Pedro de Guzman, abrade ibl§li^r/, it isiaid that on 
his'jturti^ to P^ru, he aiKÍJt|is whole f^imlly, J^rvant^ 
intd horfes, were frpzen ^o ¡death, ^ardenas ; thi« 
, was he who talked of the twpMngp ; h^W^ yeiy 
troublefome to Cortes. The I^peror m^de him a 
grant of lands worth a thpuf2y:id crowns a year, with 

^ which he Returned to Mexico, bW Ihortly jtfter died. 
Loa Villanuevas, two lirothers, JPprtiigueie } I do not 

'Játow \í^at became of them. Villocinda, a braye 

foldier, put on the Francifcan habit* Alonzq de Her* 

- *«ray |i good foldier j he fought with^ captain Fi^e- 

' roj-tod to avoid the vengeance of the treafilrer, fled 
t# the Indians of M^i^ronQn^ by whom he was lotted* 
Iñgueio was drowned going to Caíülle. M^dpijado 
de Medellin j I do npt kn^w whai became of him* 

.. Lencero, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE CONQUEST t)F MEXICO. 407 

Lencero, a good foldier, iiad an inii oh tht road 
to Vera Cruz ; turned friar. Sindos dé PortUlo, pot 
fefled large eftates, which he fold, giving the money 
id the poor, and, tÜdñg orders^ led á holy life. 
Quintero, á good Mdier, áttsunéd great wealth, whicíx 
he fei^'ounced for Gód*i fáké^ and, taking the Fran* 
cíícan habit, led a holy life* Albnzo de Ágtiilar bwn- 
éd the inn between Vera Cruz and La Puebla j a rich 
man ; he fold all hiá property fbf the íervice oí^ God, 
á:ñd, putting on the Bófliínícán habit, led a holy líé^ 
Bufguillos, a rich man, renounced his property, and 
entered the order of St. Francis, which he afterwards 
quitted* Efcalante, á good foldier, of a gay difpofi- 
tion ; he put on the Francifcan habit, but afterwards 
quitted the monafteiy, and entered again into the 
military fervice j but, in the courfe of a monti; re- 
fumed his friar's habit^ and led a holy life. Gafpar 
Diaz, a wealthy, man, renounced all for God's iake> 
and retired to the pine woods of Guaxocingo, where, 
in the moft retired part, he made a hermitage for 
himielf ; in this couirfe úí fife he reduced Jjis body to 
a very weak ftate, by failing and penance, and the 
fame of his auftefities reaching the biihdj) Jua^fdc 
Zumarraga, he entreated him not to carry them to 
fuch an extreme. Several other perfons alfoJqÍ4|(j^ 
him, being induced by his example to lead holy Jiivcs'j - 
at the end of about four years it was God's wilier to 
take them all from this wojfld to his heavenly glo»y. 
Lcrma, a very valiant foldier i it was he who render- 
ed fuch effential fervice to Cortes^ in once faving hi$ 
' Vol. IL A a a ^ life > 
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life ; Lé^ma was afterwards obligied to fly, and fedc 
refuge among the Indians from this very Cort^ 
whom he had preferved, and who was exafpcrated 
againft him, for reafons which, from regard to his 
honour, 1 wiH not mention; we never knew what 
Became of him, but our fuípicions were very bad^ 
tinedo, a good foldier, had been educated in the houie 
of Velafquez ; on the arrival of Narvaez, quitting 
Mexico to join Ixim, he was way-laid and killed on 
the iroad by Indians ; Cortes was fufpected of having 
^ hand in lis death. 

one Xopez, returned to ííifpaniola. Alaminos 
and his fon, tamacho^de Triano, Alvarez 4e Hu^elva^ 
-feopuerto del tondado, Cardenas, Umbría, Galdin, 
and /everal others, all pilots ; Sopuerto, only, rc^ 
maii^d in Mexico; the reft being in dread of Cot- 
tes,,1|5caufe they had offered their fervices to Garay* 
Enreljue, drowned himfelf, froto deípalf and fatigu^ 
on a march. Zemudio, a very brave foldier; yeturn- 
e^ to Old Spain, on account of having wounded feve- 
ral perfons in frays ; he was tliere given the command 
of a company; he died in Lócaíiil, with many other 
Spaniih cavaliers. Tariflfa, the third of that name^ 
called by us '*' of the white hands," becaufe he was 
.not fit eithei: for war or labour, or any thing elfe 
e^xrept to prate about what had happened to him in 
Seville ; he and his hórfe were drowned on the in^irch 
,to Higueras. Efcobíir, a brave man, but very turbu* 
lent i he was hanged for fedition, and for violating a 
^ married 
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married woman. St. Jfago, returned rich ley CaftiUe< 
Alonzo de Efcobar, a perfon of eftimation, formerly 
page to Velafquez^ SaManha and two more, whofe 
* names I forget,, were killed, in TaJb'afco. De Rojas, 
went to Peru. Guillen de la Loa, Andrez NHinez; 
Maiffe Pedro el de la Harpa,, and three more ; the firft 
died by ia cannon ihot, the others, by the enemy, or 
courfe of nature. Alonso Rodriguez, left good mines 
in Cuba; was killed at, the rocks, together with Gaf^ 
par Sanchez, a brave man, nephew to the treafurer of 
Cuba, and fix of the fóldiers of Narvaez. Pedro dé 
Palma, firft huíband of Elvita Lopez " the tall,'^ wa« 
hanged, together with a foldier naiiied Trebejo, and 
a'prieft, for fedition, by Avih or Las CafaSj after the 
death of De OH, under whom theyferved^} I was 
fliewn the tree ^whereon they were executed, when 
returning from Higueras with captain Marin». Many 
fea-faring men alfo came with us, and behaved very 
^bravely in the wars, but not recoUeftíng their nanies. 
I do not put them down ; I Ihould run indeed inta 
too great prolixity if I were to enumerate" and áev 
fcribe all the valiant foldiers who paffed over with' 
Cortes ; but they were worthy to be recorded in, 
letters of gold, 

Laft of all I put down myfdf, having been in thb. 
country antecedent to the coming of Cortes twice,, 
and the third time with him, as I have related ; and 
I give thanks and praife to our Lord God, and: his 
ííoly Mother the Virgin Mary, who preferved nte^ 

• from. 
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from being facrificed Ijfce the npoft of my companions^ ^ 
that I might now relate and make manifeíL pur he.- 
f oic ^ctípns, and ^numerate by* name our vaUant caj^ 
tains and foldiers, who conquered this new woirld* 
thereby to prevent all the honour suad merit; irog^ 
^)eing unjuftly afcrib?(^, %o one perfon. 

Of thofe who caKPC. with Narvaez, although feye* 
ral werc^ yery vaU?jat m^ I wiU iay nothing, beca^ufe 
ipy intention in writing thb hiftory wa& but to re-^ 
cqrd ^h? heroic aétioix$ of th^ foldiers of Cojrtesy I 
«ijl. ther^foi:;^ oidy dtfcrib^ ^^Jv^ezL hiuijGdf- 

Nlirxase? ^a^ ^<9i^ fprty^wo^ years of age, of tatt 
§atui3e 2«l4 fei^g? ^^^h ^^^ft^^? aiid rWl beard^ 
»d agre^lik pr«i?pc;e j v^/^onovq^. and lofty m, 
1^ fpeecH, as if thj^ found caroe out of a vault ; a^ 
good hoifemai?^ ^,n^ faid íq beiyauant. He was a, 
Bathsaof Vsfiadplid^ qx Tupíela de DueiQ, and mar* 
ried to a lady n^mfd, T^ú^ de Valpnzuela. He. had 
a cpnfiderabk prQpprty in the illand of Cuba, where^ 
he waa a ctptaia. Qijjs of ii^ ^es was. beaten, out ixK 
the attach whiph w^ inadg uj)on, hi^l. This .§;eutle^ 
man was faid to be very clofe in his difgofitiou. He^ 
went to C2d3;ille t^ lay his complaints againft us be-. 
forb his. M^jeflí^í, and obtained a royal graijt of a. 
gb.yerniReAt. in Florida, wher^ he wa§ lofi, and all his. 
property. Thp/e whp rea3?fhe patíiculaj^s of fo. ma-, 
ny. gallaQt ojB5c§rs and fpldiers, fuch as Ihayenow 
drfcritód,th^m, fr^quejJíly a|k. in^, how it liappenedl 
'.:..: ' • ' that 
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|ljat I fliould r^n^embcr them pi«fe£üy, sáter tliela|ife 
of fo many years. To which I reply, that it is- natu* 
ral ^nough that I ihould recolleft the names of five 
hundred and fifty companions who were always to- 
gethgr, in c^^tions, in watches, in battles, and íbl 
Ikirmiflies, and converfing with each other how fuch^ 
2L one had been killed at fuch ^ place, and how others 
were carried oflF to be fecrificed. For this was the 
manner in which we communicated with each other 3^ 
eipecially after we had come out of a Ubody and 
doubtful battle. And there have been generals who 
knew the Ibldiers of fheir armies perfonaliy, ^vea 
when there w^e as -many as thirty thoufand men ^ 
fo fitys hiftory of Mithridatcs king of Pontus, and 
another kiag of the Epirots, and of Ale^^ander, and ^ 
flannibal of Carthage, and in our times of th€ valiant 
Oonzalo d^ Cojfdova, called the great captain,^ and 
many others. I fay farther, that I have their figures 
fo^perfeéUy pourtrayed in my imagination, that i 
could draw them as it were to, the life, each of them 
in the^ manner he entered into battle, like the great . 
Apell^, andthqfe famous modern painters Michael 
Angelo, or. the far celebrated Burgales, who is faid to. 
be another Apellesu Glory be to God, and the Holy 
Virgin, who faved me from being facrificed to idols^ 
to make thefe things, known 1 - 

Having enumerated thefoldiers, who paffed with 
Gortes, and related in what manner they diedt I have 
now to ohferve^ that we were for themoft part hidaU 
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gos, although fome were not of fuch dear lineage a^ 

• others ; for ¿1 cjinnot be alike inthis world» either in 

rank or in virtues. But whatever may have been 

the dignity of our birth^ we made ourfelves much 

• more illuftrious by our heroic anions in the conqueft 

of this country, at oujr own proper qoft, and without 

any iuppojrt, fave that of our Lord Jcf^s Chrift, who 

is the true jiid and fuccour. Jf we look into the an* 

tient tiftory of our own country, we fhali then fee 

that many cavaliers arofe to dignity and honours, 

by valiant and faithful fervices to their king ; iuid I 

have obferved that thoie who thus pjbtaine4.thefe 

titles and dignities, did not go into the iield wthout 

receiving pay and falaries for their feFvice ; a^d yet 

they were rewarded with houfas and caftles, and lands. 

and privileges, to them and their drfcendants^ in per- 

fNetuity. Alfo when his Majefty Don Jayme^ won 

parts of his kingdom from the Moors, he raadi^ 

grants thereof to thofe cavaliers who had lifted him. 

in the conqueft, from which period they derivef their- 

honours and blazons. Thofe alfo who fefved under- 

the great captain and the Prince of Orange were re^ 

warded ia like manner ; and we, even without his 

Majefty's knowledge, by our valour gained him this 

great country. I have here recalled this to recoUec- 

tion, that the world'may confider and fee our mani-r 

'^ ^ iold, and good, and notable and loyal fervices, ta 

-**• God and the King, and all Chriftendom, and let Úitva ^ 

be put in a balance and weighed; and let it be decided^ 

"? if vrc are not as worthy of rewards and remunera^ 

■ "^ tions^ 
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tions, as thofe cavaliers whom I have mentioned 
above. -Aind asamoi^gft thofe whom I have enume- 
jpated there were many valiant companions, I was 
held in no inconfiderable degree of eftimation in my 
day as a foldier. 

Now, curious reader, refleft^on my life, and in 
how many battles and dangers I have been, fince 
I firft came to this country, and how I was twee in 
the hands of the enemy, who were carrying me off to 
iacrifice, and God gave me force to efcape out of 
their dutches ; befides the diftreffes by hunger, thirft, 
and fatigue, which occur to all who undertake dit 
coveries in unknown countries. 

It is náw proper that I Ihould relate the good cf- 
fefts of our exertions for the fervice of God and hia 
Majefty, by our illuftrious conquefts, in which moll 
of our companions loft their lives, being facrificed to 
the idols Huitzilopochtli and Tczcatepuca. In the 
firft place, we purged the land of its wickedneís aíid 
evil cuftoms, as for ijiftance that of human iacrifice. 
By the accounts taken by certain reverend ftancifcan 
fathers, the firft who came here after Era. Bartholome 
de Olmedo, it appears, that in the city of Mexico, 
and fome adjacent towns in the lake, they facriiiced 
every year above two thoufand five hundred human 
beings, young and old. Of courfe in the whole ex- 
tent of the country the number thus put to death an- 
nually muft have been much greater. Their various 

horrid 
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feorrid pradtices of this nature exceed the powers of 
> my, pen to defcribe. Their curfed adoírátorieá wefe 
: ib many, that I beftow on all of tlietn a heatty male- 
¿Kcüoa ; it feems to me that they refembled what we 
have ill Caftille ; for as we fee there, iti every city, 
toiy churches, and hermitages, and chapels, fo th^ 
'fizd in this country their ho^jfes of idols, devilj,^' and 
^-diabdli^ figures. Befides thefe, each native, male or 
. í&núe, had twrt altars, one by. the place where he of 
Ihe flept, the other at the door bi the honfe, wkh, 
thefts containing idols large and fmáll, ítones, and 
: ilone kmv«i with 'book;á made oi the hark of. trees, 
in -vy^ídi were noted down their records of paft times. 
* They ^xre much adc^^d ta abominable, praflices, 
efpecially upon the coaft, and in the fultry provinces, 
^hét€ boys wore female attire. They, eat human 
fleih, a^ we do beef which we íjuy in the market, and 
91 every town they had wooden cages, wherein they 
kept and fattened thofe men, women and children 
^ho wsere deñined for that purpofe, as wa^ the caifc 
with ail thofe whom ttey took in their wars. Inceft 
WéÉ ^Qfiimo0 amongfl them i and they were drunk- 
ards in án extfeme* In the province of Panucptin 
f^articular, they took the wine into thá^ bodies in the 
manner a medicináis adminifteredji. by^ means trf at 
^holfow canej*an unheard-of bjiaftlineis!-^ They liad 
^ as many wives as they pleafed, and all thefe, mA-pthet 
' abómífia^ións, it was the will of our Lord Jefcs GhriflS 

- that^we ihould be the inftruments to hrtepfyorti Hie 

- iaiid, fübftitütiftg in their places, a good potteyj and ' 

, ^ ' . >' • the ' 
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tíic iioly doftriile. It is true that after the kpfe of 
two yéará, wheti the country was íubjúgated and ci- 
vilized, certain worthy fathers Francifcans/ of good 
'example and doftrine, Came here, and were followed 
in three or foüf years by fathers of the order of St. , 
Dominic, who* completed what x)thers had begun j 
^ut if it is duly confidered, it will appear that the 
meed and honour of deftroying the evü fcuftoms <tf 
the land, in juftice belongs to us the true coficjüerors, 
in preference to any other perfons, even though they 
fhould be of the holy profdfion. 

Since the áeílfuítíoñ of idolatry, by the wül of 
God, and with his holy aid, and the good fortune 
and iacred chriftianity of ||mc moft chriftian Eniperor 
iDon Carlos of glorious memory, and of our monarch 
und moft fortunate fovereign, the invincible King of 
Spain, our lord Don Philip, his dear and much beloved 
fon, to whom may God grant years, and much in- 
creafe of dominion, to be enjoyed by him during his 
fortunate and holy life, and to be tranfmitted ü$m 
him to his pofterity, there have been baptized in this 
country all the natives, whofe fouls iormoil^ were 
funk and loft in the infef nal pit. At preient alfo, as 
there arc here 'many reverend fathers of the different 
wders» they|[o through the country preaching and 
baptizing;, whereby the holy Evan^elifts are firmly 
plaiited in the hearts of the natives, who confe& every • . 
year, aad thofe fufficiently advanced in the knowledge 
ef the faith comúlgate. The churches alfo and their 
Vol. IL B b b altact 
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altars, are richly adorned with all,, requintes for holy 

worfliip, as crolles and candlefticks, wax candles, 
idxalices^ cups, plates, and veffels for incenfe, all of fil- 
year* The ornaments of the altars arid croffes are of 
velvet wddamaik, and other rich materials of^ vari- 
ous colours and wprkmapihip, and embroidered with 
gold, filk, and pearls. The^nerals alfo areHiftin- 
guiihed^by their emblematic repiefentsuions of ikuUs 
and boAes, and with their paUs, fome gpod^ and others 
üot fo. Each town alfo haá its bells, according to its 
ability. There are choirs alfo in the ciapels^ oFgobd 

-^Voices which ling in concert, tenors, and trebles, and ' 
COjintérjaltoSé* In fome places are organs, and moft 

..have flutes, hautboys, fackbuts, dulcimers, with trum- 
pets bafe and treble^ more in this one province of 

..Guatimala than there are in my native country, 
which is- Old Caftílleé It is a thing worthy to tliank 
God on to fee the devotion which the natives exhibit 
when at holy.mais, efpecially if it is faid by fathers of 
thej)rders,of St. Francis, or of Mercy, Who ate ap- 
|)pinted to the cures of parilhes. All the natives aJTo, 
men, women and children, are taught the holy oi*a- 
tions in their njother tongue, and when they pa^ a 
crofs, crucifix, or altar, they bow, and, "falling' on 

, their knees, fay a Pater Noftér or Ave Maria. We, 

* the conquerors, alfo taught them to keep wax cánffles 
lighted before \he holy altars and crolfes, for beárc 

' our*arríval they did not know the ufe of ^ai írfiíáik- 
Ing candles. We alfo taught them to behkve witfi 
refped to the reverend fathers, and when they cSne 

* - to 
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to their towns, to go out to meet and receive them 
With, lighted wax candles, ringing the beHs, and giv- 
ing them plentifully to éaV '; and thus they do. They 
have alfo othSei: holy and goo J cuftoms, for on the- 
day of bur Lady, or of Corpus Chrifti, arid Other' 
folemn feáfts, when we make proceffions, moft <rf the 
; neighSours of this city of Guatimala go in' próceffion 
with crofles and lighted candles, bearing the image 
of the iaiht^vírhó Is their patrón or patrohefs, as richly 
dreíTed as they can aíFord ; arid they go fingiiig the 
litanies, and other holy orations, and found their flutes 
and trumpets'. . . 

^" ■ '' '* " '^ ' ' ' % ■ 

The natives of thefe countries have alfo learned the 
trades ufed amongft us in Caftille, and have their 
inops,_ manufaftories, and journeymen, and gain their 
livelihood thereby. The gold and filverfmiths work 
both in caft metal, ^nd by the hammer, and excel, as 
¿o the lapidaries and painters. The engravets execute 
firft rate^ works, with their fine inftruments of iron,* 
cfpecially upon emeralds, whereon they reprefent all: 
the ads of the holy paffion of our Redeemer and Sa- 
viour Jefus Chriil, in fuch a manner that thofe who 
had not feen them execute it, would not believe thai; 
fjjch workscQuld be done by Indians ; infomuch that, 
^ according to my judgment, that famous painter of 
.. ancient times, the i:enowned Apelles^ or the modern 
•ones named Michael Angeló and Berrugüete^ and 
i^ttpther a native of Burgos who is in great fame, be- 
* kig as they fay a fecond Apelles, could not with their 
./* ' . ' ^ ^ " ' - ' ' fubtle 
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fuMc pencils equrf .the works ^ which %re done by^ 
thx» Mexican artifts,. oaiped, Andres de- Aquino» 
Juan de la Cruz, and El CrefpiUo. In addití«p¿td ajf 
thefe things, the fons of the chiefs ufcd to be gram- 
marians> smd were learning yety well, until they were 
forbidden by the holy fynod^ und^f an order of the 
moft reverend archbiihop of Mexico ; but many of 
them arc now,^ notwithllMding, literate. They are 
alio weavers of filk, ftuflfs, and cloths, and manufac-. 
turers thereof, through all the various ftages. They 
have alfa learned to be hatters and foap boilers. Twa 
trades only could never be acquired by them ; one 
is, tbtX of making glais, the other that of the apothe^ 
cary ; but this is not pwing to any defeft of natural 
genius, for they are furgeons, and herbalifts, jugglers, 
and makers of puppets, and of violins. Tillers of 
land they were before our arrival ; and now they 
rear nock, and break bullocks, and plow, fow wheat, 
manure, reap, fell, and make bread andbifcuit. They 
have planted their lands, and inheiitances with the 
fruit-trees of Old Spain, andfelf the fruit, cutting 
down the unwholefome peach trees, and overihading 
plantains, to make room for quinde, apple andjpear 
trees, which theyTiold in high eiUma^ion* We hxvc 
taught them alfo laws and juftice, and in confequence, 
they every year eliDft their ordinary alcaldes, r^dori, 
notaries, alguazils, fifcals, and major dopios. : ^Thcy 
have thdr halls of common council, with balfiffi; 
where they meet two days in the week, judging ^and 
ientettcing, and for fome oSences puniihing and 

whipping i 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 4^9^ 

wHippihg; thit for mtirdef arid íágiLcrarirftes thtf- 
w&r them to the govemorg; if there is na ccíuiítof' 
Toyú audience» 

I have further been told, by perfons well informed 
upon the fubjed, that in Tlafcala, Tezcuco, Cholula,' 
Ouaxocingo, Tepeaca, and other great citieS, when' 
the natives go to council,, gilt maces are borne before^ 
the governors and alcaldes, as is done before the vice-' 
rbys, and they do juftice with as much zeal and ac-^ 
tivity as is ufed among us, priding themfelves there-* 
cn^ and being very anxious to obtain a knowledge oT 
our laws, y ^ - . z^.r .. 



All the caciques tave horfes,,and are rich, and ride^r 
handfomely caparifoned, and attended by th^ir page^^ 
through and about their refpeftive towns. In fome^ 
towns alfo they cxcrcife with the lance on horíebaí^ 
run at the ring, aJid have bull fights, efpccially on the 
days of Corpus Chrifti, St. John, St. James, ouri^dy» 
in Auguft, orthe jMitron or patronefs of the town^ 
Many alfo of them will face the bulls, be they ever fo 
fierce, and are excellent horfemen, c^cially thofe of 
a place named Chiapa de los Indios. Thofe who are 
caciques now breed horfes^ and u^ them and mules 
fpr ordinary purpofes, conveying by their means 
wood, maize and lime for fale. Many of the natives 
have likewife taken up the trade of arrieros or car- 
riers,. 
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rictf^asJs.in-pia^cc ill Cavile. To.conclu4«, tW._ 
cwcj : i?. all nia^íifaítarcs, not ejcf cpting^that of , tt^, 
pcftrjr. 

. Other advantages and profits are alfo derived from 
our íUuílríous fervices. By them our mother coun- 
try has obtained gold, filver, precious ftones, grain, 
T^ool, fariaparilla, and hides ; all which are annually 
tranfinitted thither to the benefit of ^ his Majefty's re- 
Tenue*' I do not include the prefents we at various 
times fent, and that which is exported by merchants 
and paffengers j for fince the time thajt the wife King 
Solomon built the holy temple of Jerufalem with the 
gold and filver which he caufed to be brought from 
the ifliands of Tarfis, Ophir, ;ind Saba, ancient or 
modern hiftory do not record fiich trcafures to haye 
been derived from any country, ^ what hs|vc, b^en 
fent from New Spain ; and this, i fay,^ becaufe, al- 
though it is notorious that from , Pe.nj ipany naiUions 
in gcád gnd filver have beeu obtaiiJid^.y^ at the time * 
of the conqueft of this country Peru waj imjknowi:^ 
HOT was it gained until ten years alter*. We alfa 
from the firft continued to fend to bh Majefly moft 
rich prefents, foi? which, and other r6a£Diis, I i^ate th^ 
country higher in eftimation^ becaufe ye yí(éí\ know 
that Peru has been involved in grudl civil warSip. 
whereas we hav¿: iremained^ and will continue t^ da 
,fo, our breafts proftrate on the earth in fi^bm^wn 
and allegiance to our lord the King^ apd ready to ^- 
poie and devote our lives and fortunes in his feryice» 
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Let ^íie cunóüs readier toiífider t^^ number <rf 
citíes oí ííew Spain, wl&ich; from thfcír beingfó iriaíiy, 
I will niot detail ; our ten biíhopricks, not including t^ 
'archbiflioprick of the noble city of Mexico,rtlié three 
courts of royal audience, together with the fucceffion 
of governor^, archbifliops, and bifliops ; our holy 
cathedrals and' monafteries, Dominican, Francifean, 
Merceiiatiari and Auguftih ; our hofpitals,'with the 
extenííve Vemíflions and pardons attached to them, 
'and the Santa Calk of our Lady of Guadeloupe, with 
the holy miracles there performed every day ; and let 

* us give thanks to God, and to his bleffed mother bur 

* Lady, for giving us grace and fupj^ort to eonquec 
^ tfiefe countries, virhere fo much chrij3:ianity is now 

"¿ftabiiihed. • . 

Let it 'be alfo' remembered, that in Mexico there 
is a univerfity wherein are ftudied and learned gram- 

* mar, theolo^, rhetoric, logic, philofophy, and other 
*^ fciences. There is alib a printing prefs for'bodks, 

both in Latin and Romance; and in this cdWegc they 
graduate as licentiates and doélors ; to which I might 
add many other inftances to enhance íhe value of 
thefe countries, fuch as the mines of filver, and other 
difcoveries, whereby profperity and grandeur ^e- 
. dound to the mother country. If all which I have 
\ ^ñpW'Éud does not íuffice; let the wife and learned 
féáá my hiftófy'frbm beginriing to end, and they will 
"tiieii cbnfefs, that' there never exited in the world 
mea who' by bold achievement have gained more for 

their 
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their Lord and King^ than we the brave conquerofS } 
amongft the ludft valiant of whom I was conlidered 
as one, and am the moft ancient of all. I íay again 
that I, — I myfelf, — I, am a true conqueror : and the 
iBoft ancient of alL 

I wiH now propofe a few queftions by way of <Ka- 
logue with the immortal and illuftrious goddefs of 
Famie^ who his feen, and proclaims through the world, 
our manifold» great and remarkable fervices^ to God, 
his Mnjeky and all Chriilendom, and cries with a 
loud voice, faying, that it is in juftice and in rcafoa 
that we ihould have better eftates and iituations thaa 
«thars who have not ferved his Majefty here or ctíc* 
wfctf e. The goddefe alfo inquires where^are our pjt* 
hceSy and manfions, adorned with diftinguiflung bla- 
zons, with fculptures of our coat3 of arnas, and mo» 
numental trophies of our heroic anions, in.thefancw 
manner as thofe cavaliers have who fefved their king 
in Spain, our achievements being no way inferior to 
theirs, but on the contrary of moft eminent merit, 
and not exceeded by any. The goddeis of Fame 
aUb inquires for thofe conquerors who efcaped frdsd 
cruel deaths, and for the tombs and monuments 
.of thofe who felh 

To thefe queftions I reply as follows, with mu<^ 
brevity t Oh ! excellent and illuftripus Fame I d^eá 
and fought for by the good and virtuous, but lli^janed 
and hated by the malicious j why do you not ?xak 

us 
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tt$ as .onr iticrits defervé? ínow, godJefe, that of 
live hiindred ánd^fifty foldiers'wRo left the ifland of 
puba with Cortes, at the moment that I am writing 
this hiftory, in the year one thoiiíand five hundred 
tod fcd:y-eight, no mnre than fife áíe Bving, the reft 
having been Idficd in the wars> Éicfificed to idols, or 
áiéd'^naturally. In anlwer to your queftion Concern- 
ing their tombs and monuments, I tell you that thfeir 
tombs are the maws of Cannibátftndiaiis, whodevé^^ed 
their limbs, arid of tigers^, fcrpehts^ and birds of -pre;^, 
which feafted on their mangled botfies. Such a/^i^ 
\heir fepülchres, and fuch their món^meats ! %ut to 
"'me it appears that the names of thofe oughts td be 
Written in letters of gold, who died fo cruel ^ásskh^ 
fot the fervice of God and his Majefty^ to give Hght 
fo] thofe who were in darknefs, and: to procura 
Wealth, which all men defire, ^ ' 

■^ The illuferious godctefe next ^s me for an^ssuEDount 
'of thoie who came with Narvaess^ and with Gafay; 
'to which I rfeply, that the number ©f the foidiers 
Vho came with the former was erne thobikiid three 
hundred, exclufive of the mariners, of whommot 
*^more than' ten or eleven ñirvive, the reft having fal- 
len in the wars, and being facrifked and devoured* 
JThbfe who came with Garay, according to my^ a©- 
.count, including the three companies wfeich tended 
. at St. Juan de ülua previous to the arrival of Gway 
* himfelf, were in aH one thoufand two hundjfeii" fái- 
diers, moft^ of whom were faaáfiéed^and devoured/ in 
Vol. II. C c c the 
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tíie pf oviflcé óiF t*smuco. Fame álfo a&s for the ^ 
teen IbHicrs who accompanied Lucas Vaíquez de AUf* 
fony who loft his life on the coaft* of Florida ; to 
which I r^ly, that they arc all dead* I alfo infofin 
you, Oh txcéknt Fame! that there only remain 
alive at this moment five of the companions of Coi* 
tes, and we are very bid, and bo^«^ down with ii* 
trinities, and vfery poór^ and with a heavy charge of 
fons to protade for, aad of daughters to marry otf, 
and grandchildren to maintain, and little rent to do 
it ^ihtl ! and thus we pais our *llve§, in pain, in Is^ 

bour and in forrow^ 

'fl» ■ 

- Having now aniWered your - queilions, illuftrioiw 
Fáme,relative to our monuments, blazons, and palace^ 
I jrequeft of yov^ that henceforward you exalt to mot« 
efFeft your moft virtuous and excellent ^t)ide, in ordei' 
that our high prowefles may be made known to the 
fmivBric^ and not be obfcured as they are by ihe flan- 
-ders of the malignante To thia.nay requdl moft vii- 
tuous Fame repUeSi that file will do fo moft wufiii^p- 
iy j and alfo, that flie is aftonliked 4jo find that we 
have not the bcft properties allotted to. us in that 
country which we conqt^red, afid^ which it was his 
lMaJefty*s ordw^ fliould be given to ms^ in! Kké man- 
ner as the Marquis Cortes w%s%ewarded ; not indeed 
to the fame extent, but modcrqitdy. The gtddefe .^- 
fo útysi that the aftioM of tie valiant and magnaai- 
jp^ous Cortes aje always to be mc^ highly eftimatQj^, 
and coniidered amongft thofe mo$ celebra|qd iil^íf' 

tory. 
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§^^ S^« all» 9X the &^ úmf^ obferve v th^ ín Úm 
lÁíkúf\psQ£ Qonisffa and tke Dodor-Jüefeas and oth- 
ers, no mention is made ;of any of us^, but they only- 
fey, ^* Cortei difcoV€n$d^'''?ii>d "^Cortes €Ququered ;'^ 
the ©aptains and Jbldi^rs reinaii|ing umiotked; but 
ftie has been very happy \o i&nd that all which I have 
aarrated in my hiftory is iljiftly conformable to the 
itruth^ and that I follpw matter o£ faft dofely and 
literally, without nmning into fi^vüe praifes, and 
that I do net depreciate many valiant cáptiLiü^ anii 
ibldiers to e^alt one, as is the cafe with*Q(AiWaiMíi4 
the other hiftorians. The good, goddefe ajfo prof 
mifes me that Ihe will proclaim thefe truths wherever 
^hefliallbesand further, that if this my hiftoryfepub- 
^liih^^ it fliall be credited, and its authenticity ad 
rJ|no\\'^ledged whereyer it is feén xnr heard, ánd^^dal 
it fiball ob£(:ure ^nd annul ^ o^er s. - . 

Befides what.! have here jpropofed by wayt5f^&#. 
logue, a certain dodor, an dydor of the court g( royal 
wdience^of Ouafiihakt, a&ed n^ how it há|)pened5 
^hat when Coft^ wixrtt to his Majefty, and atíb wjhen 
he went the firH tiifie to CaltíUe, he did not *:áicit for 
us,- fincc we ^ers,xmder God, the means whereby he 
■acquired his marquifate and government. To this! 
then rq)liedy and^óMF&y^ that when his Migefty gar«se 
fcim the 'governments i* therewith recdved'the bet- 
ter parf of thii wbolciioxmtry, b^bting^ that h^"^vfis 
^*o remain'abfidutettlafter thereof, aftd to have uiS- 
%úted Bhérf)* to béftów or deprive as he thought pio- 
^ pcr4. 
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per ; andi^, k is ¿ippofedi, was thé^ x^e^^cm Vhy.|i^ 
would not and dki>B0t write t>n the febjeft* ^mS^^fi 
tjie time his Majefty gave i^m his mRFquifiktc, he foK^ 
dted the gjiwernment m the faime maBBex tí^ |k0 
tod held itb^orei \m it wasi^i^ rc&fed Im^k^ m^ 
he did not think of afewi^ ^y thing that mght bfe 
feii|i;e2di^ t» viSj but only to Jbtn^jdUu 

. Enrthcr, the wedor »d &ftor^ tjC^etíxíT .^t^ 
other cavaliers of Mes^^ had r^reíbited. tQ.hi^ Ms^ 
jefty^ that the JMaar^ois^ had taken £^ hm^elf thcib^ 
provinces and town» c^ New Spaioi^ and had affigned 
othets to his himá» .and relailions newly come ixsm^ 
CaftiUe» leaving vwy^littk for the r<^^:paÉrJs»tt^4 
^diereupoii, as wei^itterw^rdftkaJtned» his M^Skf.wu 
pieafed to oz^dep. that aU ^eiov^k^&o^ be dmdU 
ed amongit us, i^ ^ompamoos of <kirtsa,. \bA the 
Emperor was at that time in Barcelona, preparing ta 
i^nbark for Fland^s. Had Coii^s iixipi^diatdly alter 
thecc^aqucft divided -this ^^ntxf iato five ;pa^s, m^ 
aüigaed one of the r^efi; and^heft df th# fifths £^ b^ 
Máje&y ; altoted caw ihare má a ialf .for Iwfelf, for 
churches, moaaaferies,^nd0mííieipfiil|nrdperties, as alfa 
for a &nd wherefirom his Ms^^sfty e^uld reward cav?r^ 
iiers w]k> ierved him in Italy or :;gainft the Twks and 
Moors; axxd divi^t^ etJiíQP^ two fifths 4^ 
by grants in perpetuity to 'TÍJÉfT fl^^"H Hn t)eea 
all fittisfaftorily provided ior^^^l^ our Caplar v^tsiei 
<jiriftan a monarch, and as the fcéni^wft <kf thi» cou^ 
try coft him npthingghe wojajd have i^dilyjr?gatii^ 

rus 
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Ht l^hefe ikvoviXSM But v^ ^t that time {Udiw>t Jkntw 
Ifeow to ^ffdy for jipftice, npr to whojpa to rcprcfent 
4^r iervices or ojir injuria «itcg^t to Cortes hu». 
fidf, who (Kd in the bufinefe as he thought fit. Wc 
therefore rieiaaained with the Uttle which had been af- 
igmd .us, u»!tU we iaw tbat Don FraacücQ de Mon^ 
tójo, who went to wait upon his- Majcñy in Ey||bpe, 
obtained the appointTOents^ adelantado and gover- 
Dior of Yucataa, «ftates in Mexico, and other rewards. 
Diego de Ordas alfo, wh^ v^ot to court, ^áytained aa 
^ncoaaitefeda o£ Sc. Jago, and di£tei£tsin.Neiy Sg^iw 
«Then Don Pedro deu i^arado ive^ant^ip ki& his Ma* 
jc^'s feet, aad was made add»|itado anid governor 
pf Guatimsda s^d Chistpa, comnii«nder of the order. 
GÍ St. Jago, and obtaiaed diftridsf' of Jtods. Laft 
«rent Cortes, who w^ created a roawrquisy ai^d ap» 
minted ca{>tain ^neral of the Soutíi Sea. 

When we the conquerors therefore «faw, that 
i^ofe wha:did not. reach his Mzje&y^s pr€f^iige-ha4 
no one to ^ak in our favou|-, we fent to petition 
that whalever la»ds thenceforward fdl vacant, fliould 
be diftributed in perpetuities amongftus, a^^ording 
as our.cháffla^-^werc fubfittntiated, as was the cafe be- 
ÉM?e tÍL€#A court xrf royal audi^ce hdd in Mexico, 
:«daCT#of - Nuno de Ou^eaukafi was prefi^nt.. His Mar 
$€&f'$ ^icpr^ dkiattUM to Nu^ de Guzman were^ 
jto throw the wheí^lpropeEty xíf New;Sp^fl into? 
t^utik, and thenito nidke the divüim]^iiioce ^^al, de- 
jduding in. du^. proportion frogi rinpiodera^e grants 
'-* ^ of 
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of ^Cortes Í aHb^that teus the true conqyerOTsfeottf^ 
be given the bcft'diftrifts and of. moft reut, teavkg 
the cities ind^great towss for his Majefty'a propertjr. 
The Emperor aHb ordered that the vaflBds of Corte» 
fliould be cotxnted, leavings na more with him thai^ 
his patent? fpecified j bmt what was to be do»e witfit 
.Ahe furplui I do not recoUeft* The realbn whyrNit^ 
no de Guzman and the oydors did not Biake thh r^ 
partition in perpetuity was, that they were mifledby 
hié Adviiers, whom, not ta dühonour^ L ^róU not 
name^ but the pcrfons Í hai?c alluded :to told themjj 
that tf the conquerors tma fcmikllhcmfelTes provide 
cd for, they ^óuld ccafc'^o re^ft and4)BÍáq>endGrt 
ontheifi, as was the cafe while titef «eve €onipelle4 
to fupplieate for a fübffltencé t as alfo, by:retáimn|J 
they kept Ae p4wer of biáftawing íhe Tacwtíands at 
their pkaíttre, aift) to the adsrants^e of tlaíeir own pri* 
vate intereft. It • is true' that as diftriébs* feft vacant^ 
Guzman and the oydors conftantly affigned theni to 
conquerors, andcolonifts, to^ábeir £itis£i<ftion ; and 
if that court was fuperfeded, it was on account of the 
difputei with Ck)rte8, and of marking fcce Indiami 
for flaves. . ,. - . : - 

In the year one thoBÍandÜTe hundred and fifty^ 
i being in Old Spain, the Keeñtiate Dt h. ShSu^axñt 
from- Peru, and with him D. Mariiñ el Retente, 4 
Dominican friar ; and repairing to the court, whim 
was then at Valladolid, his Majefty promoted the 
aforeiaid father to the biihopric Qf l^as Chares* At 
' : thit 
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&is period a council was fonned, coinpofed of D- 
Ira. B. de las Cafas, biíhop of Chiapa, D. Vafeo de 
(Juirogá, bi&op of Mechoaain, and other caTalicrs 
*i^ho carneas agents from New Spaia accd Peru, to- 
gether with fome hidalgos who were brought by bu-» 
finefs to the court, and to this council I was alfo 
called, as being the moft ancieiat of the eonquerori»^ 
of New Spain. ' , 

' ' ' ' * t*. » * 

' De la Gafca and the other Peruvians had Inri^^yjtf 
txrith them great quantities, of treaiure, ai'^vfefl for 
thdr own ufe as for his Magefty-, tíic latter feeing fent 
ifrom Se\^lle to Aiigufta in GéeB^uy, where the Em*, 
peror then was, and i« his «mpany <mr moft happy 
Don Philip king of the Spains^ our lord hit dear and 
much beloved fon, whom God guard* M that time 
certain of the REruvian cavaKcrs waited on his Ma- 
jefty with t& treafure, and to petition that he would 
caufe the allotment of lands in perpetuity to be made, 
it feems alfo, that previous^ to this tinve a petition to 
the fame effeft had been prefented from New Spain 
by Gonzalo Lopez, and Alonso á^ Villanueva, who 
had been fent as procuradors or agents from Mexico. 
It fo happened that juft then the biihopric of Palenda 
JEell vacant, and wasbeftowed on the licentiate De la 
Gafca, who was alfo made Conde de Pernia, on ac- 
fcount, as was faid at the court, of the fervices xender- 
tdin Ptru, which was then at peacet 



His 
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ííiá Míijefty was pleafed, ín f egaf d to Ae repartfc 

tí on 'of lairds in perpetuity, to order, that the Mar* 

quTs de Mondcjar, prefident of the royai councñ of 

^c Indies, the HcenCiates Gutierre Velalquez, Teff6 

de^^iftd^yd, Gregorio Lopez, and Briviefca, ana the 

,i)o£tof tier nan Perez de la Fuente, oydors of that 

.court, together i^th cavaliers of i>tller royal coun^ 

,cils, fliould alTemblc, to confider and fee how the re-k 

^partition ihould be made, as was beft for the ferviw 

of God^ and for his Majefty's mtcfeft. 

When thefe cavaliers were mtt ín the houfe of 
Pero Gonzalez tie' Leon, vs^here was eftablilhed the 
royal council of the Indies, it was pTopofed in that 
very illuftrbus aflfembly, that the^ perpetual reparti- 
tion fliould' take piase m ííew Spain and itt Peru : I 
am not certain that Grenada and Bobo.tan were in- 
cluded, but am inclined to think that they were ; and 
the reafons offered in fupport of the meafure were 
holy and good. It;,was argued, that if the lands were 
granted in perpetuity, the proprietors would for their 
own interefts treat the natives better,, and pay more 
attention to the converfion of them to our holy faith; 
that if they fuffered from ficknefs or misfortune they 
would be attended. to like their chüdreh, and the 
rents alleviated. The proprietors would alfo go into 
improvements, planting vines and breeding cattle ; 
difptóes and litigations about lands and boundaries 
woi|¡lí|vceafe, and the office of vilitadors or infpectors 
would be unneccjQ^y. The minds alfoijf the foldiers 
"^' ' i * would 
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jRroiíidte tr&jeqi^zedj jn liKryrfng that d^e prtíld^nít 
mid gjormtjoms had not the ^úwcr of beílowuig lánds¿ . 
#rbm dfeicy fell iracant, on th?tíar ^élteli^s and feyo^mda* 
Sfis JVIajdEbf alfo m aping thiS w^\iltl eiconerate: iii^ 
rroyal confcience, in i?efom'pe?ifii^ tliofe trho\h^ 
Served ¥im faitl^fully^. . To thefe, many oth^ good 
;i€afons were add«d. it was alfo propoied ta deprive 
, the tiirbnlent and ^ebdUous in Peru <rf their diftriéh,, 
After ail this had been w^cU ddated and confidered ifi 
the illuftrious aflemWy, we proceeded to giv^ pvf 
•qpinions in favour of the perpetual repartition. 

ft was then oppofed ,bgr the bilho|^ of Chi^a, Igis 
aflbciate Fra, Rodrigo of the order of St. Dominic, 
the bifliop of Paleacia, the marcjuis of Mondejar, and 
iwo oydors of the royal council of hb Majefly. The 
marquis of Mondejar did not however fpeak upon 
the occafion, but remained as it were on the look out 
to fee which party was likely to carry the queftion. 
The arguments ufed by the others againft the repar* 
tition were, that many in Peru had noW fife eftates, 
who, fo far from defervirig perpetuities, merited con- 
iifcation, and that if peace was once eftabliflied in 
that country, 4f the foidiers who were unprovided for 
faw that there was no fund fbr that purpofe, they 
would become miJTtinous and caufe new troubles. The 
biihop of Mechoacan, who was of our party, here- 
upon aiked the licentiate De la Gafca, how it had 
happened that he did not chaftife the mutineers^' ait he 
very well knew them ; whereas pn the contrary h^ 
Vol.. JI. D d d * "had 
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liad jg^yoi tiem landi. To this the other repGeS^ 
liughiiig» that iic had hanged and qtmrtered many ^ 
them, and thought it no (mall achievement to hrm 
irfcaped from amongft them lafe and found. More 
Tiras ^tíjsf {aid on this fubjeft. 

1^ wa^i propofed, and approved by many prefent, 
Jflxat the few of the real concjuerbrs of New é^ain who 
now rcmsunedjinduding thofe who came* with Cor- 
tes, with Narvaez, and witTi' Gagray, íhoúld receive 
jerpc(K>itics, referring the other matter to future conr- 
T&^iiffa^i^ As uxm as this propófiíion was'níade; tíSc 
pthor party moved that all further proceecfings feoüíd 
he poftponai until the retuni of Ms*Majéfty^o tSf- 
rtiU^becaufe in an aflKr of fuch importance hfs pfe- 
' feoce was neceflary. It was then ur¿¿3 by the biflióp 
. of Mechoacan and other cavaliers, as Well 'as myfelf, 
• that the perpetuiti^ might be granted ia New ^pain,. 
living the Peruvian procixradprs to a¿t as they 
tho^JS^'^^ '^^^^ being conformable to his Majefty^s. 
ded^ationf anxl Inftruftioiis. in our favour. 'This 
jiow hroftght on much debate ; for we inlifted' that 
1 whatever reaibns might be againft the granting per- 
petuities in Peru, could be of no avail againft us in. 
New' Spain, confiderii^ our great fervice? to his Ma- 
jefty and all Chriftendonu But all we faid was of no' 
eflfea with the meml)crs of the royal council of tlie 
Indies, the bifliop Fra. Bartholome de las CalasV Fra. 
Rodrigo his affodate, and the blihop of Las Charcas* 
They Citid that on the return of his Majefty from Au^ 

guita 
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Ipiij^m Gb^rmanyieyery thing fliouTd be arranged to 
the( íatírfa¿tion of the, con^ and tlius^the afeir^ 

jdlro^ed fof; tb$ prefent. . ' 

Intelligence of thcfc matters being convieyed b^^ 
tópreís to MeMco, the conquerors there pro^ófed f o- 
^d ptpcuradOTS^ to apply to his ^aj«fty for our in* . 
iereft, «xdutydy-^ In confequence, after my return 
from, the qourt 1 was written to, here, in this city^ 
J&ie^$imgdaj by ¿apt?in Andres dé Ta^^ P. Morenb 
M^drano, . and jf^^ de Limpias Caravajal, ^ the áeáfj^ ; 
.^ving jpe an account of their intention, and of diofe* 
fOcnaq^eroE» concerned with them, amongft whém I' 
•ws^s pjjt downras one of th^ moft ancient» I accord- 
Jini^y :Went round witji the letter to die other con- 
,^i^rpra fettJod in this<iity, to raife a fum ty foWcrip. - 
tion for t&e purpofe^ This projéd failed from want , 
of utoney* It was then determined that the con*^* 
querors in Mexico, conjointly with the whole of the 
community, Ihould iend procuradors to Caftifite ; but 
neither was this carried into effeft. At a íubfti|ú^t. 
peripd, our unconquered kiiig and lord Don Phi%,^ 
(whom God preferve, and may he live many years - 
in augmentation of power) was pleafcd to command, 
by his royal ordinances that the ccmquerors and their ; 
. ppfterity fliouldbe provided for, attending in the 
firft inftanee to thofe who were married, as may be , 
<een in the royal fchedulcs. 

- Whea-i 
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lV3i^ I bad tmtttti mtt £»idy i«his «ly ^of^ ' 
twi Mceii^rtcfe^ M{ueft0d nfie toléñdit tothrtn for 
their periáal» in dsátr that they HÜght know i^ cteUiF 
the occurrences whtcli hzj^fexicd in the conqueil: of 
Nstr Spaing J0d dfo thart: they mf^t £ie iviurt <tifer-r 
enee euflipl between my aaoimc aod thoft ef Gk»Ba<t 
i« tnd the doctor IQ^casy r^^dá^vetx) the lK3aoác«£tioi^. 
o£ t]^ Marqmi^ dd Va^^ l^adcOT^ittgiy {««(cnted^ 
fMs J>ook to^ fhimi i(Xf theif peru£dy widi i^ t d^e^ 
>;rhich ii due €^ fch^bi^ fnmi^ á^póef iVI^riik perftm^ 
ii&d«yl6l£, dsfoittg tkeift at cbe £ixne ame to makis^ 
iio fiáteratioft «t^haftéfrer borein^ ad what I had written^ 
^)*ai <íhé ftííaf trúthv M féon as they had r«d it, ate? • 
oí them, who- was a great rhetorician, knd vaán ^f hwE^ 
faiowledge, bfegaH ta prkife the bOofc^ and expf eflfeá^ 
his fbrprife at my memory,* and at vttf bring aide tOr 
carry iñ it foch a feries 6f matter ^ £e«K tke time I 
firft cam^ to- tRefc countrieá. 

Tile Bcehtiátes aKb- obferved, that in regard to my^ 
fiyle 6r htngHage, it was conformaláeto that in oitSna-- 
tf ufe in Old CaftiBe, and that as fiich if was the 
more agreeable, not being embarraffed with flowery, 
afebáicd phrafes, fuch as aré made ufe of by hiftorians 
in general. They alfo obferved that it feemed to them 
ais if I praifed myfelf greatly, in die battles which t 
give aft account of, whereas- 1 oíUght to have left that 
to be done by others ; and that I flibuld ha^c^e ^ren 
iny witnefles, teíümonies, and quotations, as authori* * 
tíe* for what I wrote, and not have laid drily, " that . 

I 
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I^^ } tJm I &ijr i^ k flot b«ÍAg confordial^ «t^tbé 
cuftpm of hKbrical wrtting j for I a» Btot K Nviteegñ ^ 
f OT myfeif ^ TotbefeohfeivttioM Í d>wi'rqpBtó,^ l ' 
do now, tfait in the ycatt Otie tkwifimd fi^fcHtt4re4 ■ 
and forty, the Wbtrcjübíád VaBe wrote a letter to Ms 
Ms^&f^ ¿Miig an account of me and my ^r^lofs,* ' 
hom I had conietwicfe to úoé country on voyages ^ 
dtícovery prevkms to his expedition, how he had"<^ " 
tea boiü an eye witnefe of my <x)ndu£l as ar briW "^ 
foküer in battíé, as weli in Mexico as in otíier places, 
how I aeoi^pa^ued him in hm expedition to Bondur 
ras Miá Higueras, and many other pai?tiemhr$, wiit^ 
to avoid prolixity, I will not relate. Tlie moft iSkf^ 
toons Viceroy ^o, Don j^onzo dc Mendota, wrobe- 
tok& Mayfly informing him of what he* had JeariKd* 
niative to xne from tJ^ captains l$y whofe £de I 
fou^t, and hi^ account was in all re^)efts canfarxna». 
ble to that of the Marquis del Valle. Proofs to the 
fame purport were alfo prefented on my part to tRe 
royal council of the indies in the year one ^o«i£aul 
five hundred aiad iorty^ 

Now, j^id I, gentlemen Bcentiates, are not the Man- 
quis del Valle, the viceroy IK A. de Mendoza, send 
my proofs, good witneffes ? but if they will not fuf- 
fice, I wUl produce you the Emperor our lord Don - 
Carlos the fifth, who by his royal letter, fealed with 
his royal feal, commanded all viceroys and prefidents, 
that, refpeiling the many and good fervices whach I 
bad rendered, benefits ihouki be confierred upoa mc • 

and 
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and íáíic. *1C1ic origina! letters aífe noW injury .^p(^* 
feffión, aitd the copi^ depo&ed ^ coiirt in^the 
xrd^dr cf the ' fécfetary *Odoa de Luyadow Sftefi 
was my ai^wer to the obfervation of the fiances» 

But, to return to my 'fubjeft, H ifeore teftSmbiy is 
wanting, look *it líew Spídn; ^Hii A is tiirec ^imé» 
fztfger than our CaítiUé, and more ihicldy inhái^ted 
fey Spaniards, and tiic great wealth whichitfends t^ 
Civile. But I have óbTérved that tíié hiftoí^m 
Gomara and ülelcas never chofe to^l^afe oO^ herein , 
actions, leaving all our valué añdhohours in the '<ibA^ 
fi^Üeré they would have remained were it notüSt.tfflt 
ittiy true hiftory, and affigning íhcBgreíií: iáerk-ti> 
Cor^ ; ia whiei^ although ^tixt^ w^k t%llt' W^ 
certsun degree, yet they ou^t not alf the^ fifcihe^iae 
to have forgotten us. * - ,. : 
i ■ ' ^ ' ^ 

Of die aclnevements of Cortes ^patrt alfii'of lim 

honour £dls to me, for I was #ne of the moft £(»*• 

^warJ ift every battle by his ide^'4i^^ I-wsis in/nfeny 

iiothers wlioft he fent me ^onderl áll^em; oip^ims to 

eánqutf provinces, as is found wriodn iift my hSttry^ 

howywfeen, and where^. .. i / ^ 

AHb, when Ck)rtrt TCtumtd túEnm^ ifae &ft 

time, «D ki&h^^MajeftyVfeet, he informed Mm tkit 

he hikl^nftfly valiant taptaiuv* and companions .itt t)ie * 

-Mexiom n^ui», mnd whd he t>6liefed did ii«t' yídéSe 

«themdftfimgus inandentMftory. .OSjUmptii^^ 

-• : • "*•,.. proportionate 
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|ttC|)(8sti(«uatx!.&are ftU^W me. ..Furthor^ at .^^g^KC^ 
hc',ías(i n«»€h jyp f raife of his. cprnpanioja^the qm»* 
íIb^Bm:^^. Of tiiisl Gonac in for myporóoüB»^,! was 

. i^l^ ^}mt the licentiates iaid, that I pr^ mfí¿\í 

foiwicb, and that I oi^l;it ta Jeay© j^ to be done by 

^horS) I fay, in^mmpn life it is the cuftoxn of x^i^ 

^bouirsktipipeak^ of cach.pthci:a5.^dj lieferves.i Wi* 

who nc?er lyai* m tids mrswith us, nor faw thoi^ 

^ ibQr.J|ea«i of thf 90^ ^how. can Jxe fjxak of us ? W^ 

l|^?4á||^s, which flew over pierheads while in baj^ 

AO^^^u^cQüx^ of u??^,or the clouds ? WhQ-^t|^ 

-rWW: ^>. %esLk ipur flWí^^ bjut» we ourfelves ? Inde^ 

.jg^tif^li Ika&tidKs, faid I^ hac^ you found that I 

^^7¿^ ff gni, the ^honour due ta one, of ^^r val^9t 

captains or ¿[^iers, and aicribed it tojajtjfdf, jtí¿ji 

yoü might juftly blame me. But the faft is, that I 

* I .Mfáíl «mi^ iM^ie t c^Enftrsfi^, ahboi^ o« c^K 
- ádr^thje fobjieél of % b ycry high, and oii, the other i 

pent f<Hdi^ tifce >nayfe]^* Hiftorians íay thati4íi«e 
great emperor and warrior Julius Qrfar ^as in -fifty- 
, three pitched battles. I fay that I was in many more 
hattk* than Julius Ociar, as mty I» feea in this my 
hiftory* \ Hiitoriasis aifo íay that Julius Cagfar was 

* ter»e and afkive in ^tle, and that, whmi:hé had 
^e, b» at night coiSi^tted to writing, with :itis 
©vm hand, hh heroic attíons# although he had mariy 

• ^ ., - hiftorians. 



Digitized by 



Google 



43» ; THl^ TRUE HISTORY OT 

hift»ians,;iot choofing to éntruft the office to tixem» 
T^uly tWs happened many years ago, and may or 
may not be the cafe ; whereas what I relate occurred 
yefterday» as it may be; laid/ It is therefore iiot ^* 
traprdinary if I r<date tht battles in whicji.l fought^ 
that in futufe ages it ftiould be laid, '* thus -did Ber-. 
nal Diaz del Caftülo/' in cwrder that my fons and 
their pofterity flxoixld enjoy the pfaifes of theif anchor, 
in. the manner, that many cavaliers jind lords of vif- 
falS) in the prefent day, do the fames and blazom ^f 
their predeccffors. I will however dro^ this fiibjeel^ 
left the detraétíng malicious, to whom thefe things 
are odious, ihould charge me with digjreffing -ifca , 
much. There are alfo conquei:©rs^ na»^^ living tocoB- 
tradi¿l me if I yere in error, and the world. is fi> 
malevolent that any fucli thing could hardly p^ with* 
opt animadverfion ; but the narrative itfelf is the bcft 
teftimony of its veracity. ^ ^ ' , ^ 

I will now enumerate and paniculaiize the yaricSüs 
batdes and other matters of warferc in*wlüchl'«tís 
prefent» They are as follows : At the point of Gp^ 
toche, With capjtain F. H. de Cordova. ^At Cb?i^iO- 
ton, ai>attle, wherein half our companionarj|irere. kS* 
kd. In ilorida, where wc landed to procure water. 
Under captain J. de Grijalva, a fecond batde in ■ 
Champoton. In my third voyage under Cortesi at 
Tabafco, two pitched baides. On our arrival inife^ 
Sp»n, the baUle of Cingapaciaga. Shortly ^^er, 
* three pitched battles with the Tlafcalans. The afiiflir 
" • * of 
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of Choltila. On our entry into McxicVl was at the 
fiázure of Montezuma ;, I do not mentiOQ it as aa 
affair of war, but on account of its great bddncfe* 
In four months after, the attadc upon Narvaez» whom 
we under Cortes defeated with two hundred and 
fcventy-fixmeii, he having one thoufand three htm- 
dred. The relief of Alvarado, who was befieged by 
the Mexicans^ when they made war upon us during 
eight days and nights, and killed above eight hundreA 
and ieventy fdidiers ; I confider fix battles as having 
happened during this period, at which T was prcfent.. 
The battle of Obtumba. A battle at Tepeata- Un* 
jder Cortes a battle at Tezcuco» Two field battles, 
in one of which.Ji«ias wounded in the throat, by a 
lance» Two aflipns concerning the fields of maize# 
In the expedition round the lake, when we made 
that rafh and inconfidjrratc attack upon the fortreflei 
named the Knocks of the Marquis. The battle of 
Cuerriavaci. Three battles at Suchimillico. The 
fiege Qf Mexico, wMch lafted ninety-three days, diir- ^ 
5ng which I was engaged, a& I find by my account, id . 
above eighty battles and Ikirmiflies. After the con- 
qu$ft^ wheo I was fent> to pacify the provinces of 
Guacacualco, Chiapa,, and the Zapotecans*; In Cha- 
mula and Cuntían two engagements, in Teapa and 
Chimatan two engagements f here I was* wounded 
badly in the throat. I forgot to mention in its place, . 
how, after our flight from Mexico, we were purfued 
for nine days, and fought four battles» III the ex- 
pedition to Higueras and Honduras, an aflion at . 
Vol. IL E ee Culacotu»., 
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Cülacotu, w^erc my horfe, vdiick coft me fix huti^ 
dred crowiiS) was killed^ After my return to Maided» 
I wepC agatnft the Zapotecans and AGnxesr in the 
moilatdtins. I do not mention numberlefs other en^ 
gageibents and dangers in which- I have* been, as it 
w£^d be endleis to detail them all. Nor do I choofe 
ta fay how I was oneof the firft who came to lay 
fiege to Mexico» three or four days ú léaft before 
Ciortes» ^ 

I lave therefore, according to tlás account, beei» 
prcfent in one hundred and nineteen battles and en- 
gagements ;^ and it is not extraordinary if tpraife ' 
»5fl^lf, as what I lay is the ^lera-trttiÍH Nor are 
thefc^ old ftorics o» hiftcHfits of Romans, ú£ many ages 
paft } for evident and true are the many and notable 
fcrvices which I have rendered ; firft to Gbdy then to 
bis Majefty, and sal Chriftendbm: and 1 give thzMké 
and praifes to our Loid Jefus Chrift^ that I efcaped 
from all dangers^ to make tWe things manifeft i and 
I alio lay, and praUe royfdf thareon,.that I have been* 
in as many battles and engagements as, according tot 
hiftory,. the Emperor Henry the Fourth* 

FINIS. 
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NOTES. 

THE author frequently mí flakes dates t it has therefore 
been judged neceflary to infert them in the heads of chapters. ac- 
cording to the moft correct accounts. 

Part I. Chapter III. — ^Although the appointment of Cortes 
took place before, the fleet did not fail for the cojitineit until 
1515. ,^. 
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